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LOI DICH GIA

TOi dich tap ""Aspects of Mahayana Buddhism and its relation to Hinayana Buddhism™ vai
muc dich rat khiém tén 1a gidp tai liéu hoc tap cho sinh vién Phat khoa Van Hanh. Vira day, vira dich,
kéo dai trong mot thoi gian hon moét nam. Vira dich vira in, nhiéu khi bi chitc vu da doan cua Vién
Trudng lam gian doan, dén khi gin xong, xem lai, t6i mudn ban dich va ban in d6 phai dich lai va in
lai cho hoan hao hon. Nhung vi Vién nghéo, tiéc tién tiéc cong nén tdi phai cho in cho xong va cho
Xuat ban v&i mot vai loi cdo 16i.

T6i céo 15i vi dich khong duoc tron ven. Phan bi chi rat quan hé trong tap sach nay, tdi chi dich
mot phan nho, vi sinh vién Phat khoa chua can dén, va néu c6 dich ciing in khong duoc vi qué nhiéu
chir Sanskrit va Pali. CAc vi ndo c6 can khao ciru day du, xin moi dén thu vién Van Hanh xem. T6i bo
chuong chét vé gi6i luat Pai thira, khong dich, vi nghi ¢ Viét Nam gi6i luat Dai thira kha pho thong va
ciing d& tim hiéu. Loi cdo 15i thir hai 1a khéng cho in bi chi dudi mdi trang sach ma cho in sau mbi
chuong, va in khong dung chir xién lai in mot thr chit véi cac trang chinh. Do vay cac doc gia kho
phan biét phan nao 1a bi cha, phan nao la trang chinh. L3i 16n vi tai nha in thiéu chit, nhat 1a chix
Sanskrit va Pali. Mong cac ddc gid chiu khoé phan biét.

Loi cao 16 th ba 12 céo 181 véi tac gia ma t6i quen biét rat nhidu khi & An D6, vi ban dich nay
khong phan anh trung thuc gia tri ciia tac pham. Téac gia khong nhitng uyén tham vé Sanskrit va Pali,
lai dugc hudng dan boi nhitng nha hoc gia trir danh Phap, nén trinh bay tap sach rat khoa hoc va khic
chiét, va tai liéu vira doi dao vira chinh xac, that 14 mot cdng trinh khao ctru hy hiru. Gia tri ca tap
sach nay 1a dién dat dugc tién trinh lich sir tu tudng Phat gido qua ba giai doan: Phat gido nguyén thiy,
Phat gido cac bd phai, va Phat gido Dai thira. Tién trinh ndy cua tu tuéng Phat gido 1a mot tién trinh
lién tuc, khong co gian doan, tuan ty nhi tién chir khong c6 dot ngdt. Tac gia da that su thanh cong khi
trinh bay tién trinh cac qua diém vé cac vin dé Ba than, Niét ban, Ta dé, cac vi tri tu ching, ngang qua
cac phai Thuong toa bo, Nhat thé hiru bo, Dai thira gido khi méi hung khoi, cac nha Duy thirc va cac
vi Hau Dai thira. Poan truy nguyén cac tac pham Bat nha Ba-la-mat, truy nguyén ngudn gbc va dia
diém phat khoi Dai thira gido dang dugc chung ta dic biét chu ¥, vi tai liéu that chinh xac va kha
phong phd. T4c gia d4 ndi lién lai hai gidng tu tuong Tiéu thira va Dai thira, va gilp ching ta tim dugc
su lién tuc giira hai gidng tu tudng nhiéu khi mau thuan va chéng ddi.

Doc k¥ tién trinh tu tuong Phat gido, chung ta s& thiy cac luan su khong vi ndo 1a khéng muén
dién dat cho that sy trung thanh gi4o nghia nguyén thuy cua dirc Tir Phy. Dau cho su dién dat dat dudi
nhiéu quan diém va khia canh sai khac, 10ng vao nhitng bdi canh c6 thé néi 1a mau thuin, nhung chung
ta van nhan thiy nhimng séng ngdm dong nhit, that sy nguyén thuy trong su ¢ ging trung thanh cua
c4c nha luan su. Cho nén quan diém ctia mot sd hoc gia Pali cho rang nhiing gi ngoai ba Tang Pali la
nguy tao, vira nguy hiém, vira néong ndi néu khong phai 1a lac hau. Nguy hiém vi tuw minh phi nhan
nhitng cb ging trung thanh voi dao Phat nguy@n thuy ciia cac nha luan su, nhu chung ta da thdy qua rd
rang trong tap sach ndy. Nguy hiém hon nita 1a chiing ta pha nhan luén nhitng tinh hoa dao Phat
nguyén thay do chinh cac nha luan su khai thac va dién dat. Nong ndi va lac hau, vi ngay nay cac nha
hoc gia Phat giao phén 16n déu chép nhan mot s tu tuong Dai thira 1a nhitng tu tuong cta dao Phat
nguyén thity va Xac nhan chinh trong tam tang Pali, duoc kiét tap trong mot thoi gian mot vai thé ky, 18
di nhién phai c6 nhitng doan phi nguy@n thuy xen k& vao. Néu c6 nha hoc gia ndo chiu khé so sanh bén



tap A Ham (Trung Hoa) véi cac tap Pali Nikaya twong duong, cic vi 4y sé thdy co nhiéu doan vin A
Ham Trung Hoa lai nguyén thiy hon cac doan van Pali.

Théi do ciia mot s6 Phat tir Dai thira nguogc lai xem nhiing gi Tiéu thira 1a thién can, nho hep,
khong dang hoc hoi ciing 1a mot thai do nguy hiém, nong ndi, néu khong phai 1a ngdy tho, phan tri
thirc. Nguy hiém vi tu nhién phi nhan ba tang Pali, bén bo A Ham va cac luat tang, nhiing tinh hoa tbt
dep nhat va nguyén thuy nhét ciia 101 Phat day. Va lam vy chiing ta mac muu cac nha Ba-la-mén giao
d4 khon khéo loai bo ra ngoai Phat gido nhitng tinh ba cua 101 Phat day, bang cach gan cho danh tir
"Tiéu thira". Nong ndi va ngdy tho, vi that su danh tir Tiéu thira va Dai thira khong duoc tim trong ba
tang Pali va bon bo A Ham va chi 1a nhitg danh tir dugc tao ra vé sau. Hon nita, tim hiéu qua trinh
lich str tu tudng Phét gido, ching ta chi ¢ thé hiéu duogc tu twong Dai thira sau khi chang ta tim hiéu
dugc tu tuong nguyén thity. Loai bo tu tudng nguyén thay dé tim hiéu tu tuong Dai thira ciing nhu tha
mdi bit bong, va bt bong ¢ day 1a bit bong td ma ngoai dao, méi that s nguy hiém hon. Cac nha goi
la Pai thira can phai xadc nhan mdt su that lich su, 1a cac nudc Tiéu thira chéng gitr sy Xdm nhap cua
ngoai dao ta giao Kién tri va hiru hiéu hon cac nudc Dai thira. Ly do chinh 1a tu tudng Pai thira va ta
gido ngoai dao nhiéu khi cach xa chi c6 gang tic, va nhiéu nha tu cho 1a Pai thira lai sin sang budc qua
bién gisi ay.

Ngay nay, véi su tién trién cua khoa Phat hoc va ngdn ngit hoc, cac sinh vién Phat khoa ciing
nhu nhitng ai mudn that sy tim hiéu thé nao 1a nguyén thay Phat gido, can phai c6 mot cin ban Phat
hoc toan dién cac hoc phai, ké ca Nguyén thuy, Tiéu thira va Dai thira, cling nhu can phai hiéu biét cac
co ngir Sanskrit, Pali, TAy Tang ngit, Han ngit, néu khong mudn néi dén céac sinh ngit Anh, Phép, Purc,
Nhat, v.v... Cho dich tap sach nay, t0i chi mong cac sinh vién Phat khoa Pai hoc Van Hanh ciing nhu
nhiing nha hoc gia dao Phat y thirc dugc su quan trong cia mot cai nhin toan dién lich st tu tudng Phat
gido, mot thai do nghién ctiru dao Phat, vo tu va khach quan, danh gia dang gia tri cac tai li¢éu tham
khao ciing nhu Y thirc duoc sy can thiét trang bi cho chinh minh nhimg dung cu ngon ngir dé tim hiéu
dao Phat.

Van Hanh, ngay mung 3 thang 2 nam 1971
Ty-Kheo THICH MINH CHAU
Vién Trwong Vién Pai hoc Van Hanh, Sai Gon



CHUONG MOT

KHAI NIEM LICH SU CUA THOI BDAI CHUYEN TIEP
TU TIEU THUA QUA DAI THUA

Lich st Phat gido trong sau, bay thé ky dau tién c6 thé xem 1a bao trim ba thoi ky nhu sau:

A- Phat gido Tiéu thira nguyén thiy hay thuan tiy, duoc gin gitr phan 16n trong céc tap Pali
Nikaya, Vinaya (kinh bd va luat bd) hay trong nhitng doan van Sanskrit twong duong da tim duoc.

B- Phat gido Tiéu thira hdn tap duoc dai dién boi nhitng hoc phai thanh hinh khoang mot thé
ky sau dtrc Phat nhap diét. Tai liéu cua thoi dai ndy rat khan hiém, duoc han ché trong mot sb kinh
sach, hodc rd rang thudc mot hoc phai dic biét ndo hay c6 nhitng bang chimg cu thé xac nhan thudc
mét hoc phai ndo. Nhimg tai liéu ndy ciing duoc tim thiy trong nhitng bién khao dic biét dé cap d?n
lich str cia mot sb hoc phai hay nhitng gido 1y cta cac hoc phai nay.

C- Thoi hung khéi ciia Phat gido Dai thira hay nhu Rosenberg da viét, thoi ky chdng dbi giira
Tiéu thira va Dai thira. Tai liéu cua thoi ky ndy phan 16n duoc tim thdy trong cac tip Prajnaparamita
(Bat nhd Ba-la-mat), Saddharma Pundarika (Diéu phap lién hoa kinh), Dasabhumikasu tra (Thap dia
kinh), Gandavyuha (Hoa nghiém), Lankavatara (Nhap lang gid) va cac luan tac ctuia cac Ngali
Nagarjuna (Long tho), Asvaghosa (M4 minh), Asanga (V0 trudc) va mot sé vi khéc, khi cac tdp nay dé
cap dén vi tri twong dbi cta Tiéu thira va Dai thira.

THOI KY THU NHAT (450 dén 350 truéc Cong nguyén): PHAT GIAO TIEU THUA
NGUYEN THUY HAY THUAN TUY

D4 c6 mot sb tai liéu van hoc kha phong pha vé thoi ky tht nhat ndy (thé ky tha nhét sau khi
dao Phat dugc hung khoi), va nho vy gitip ching ta giai quyét duoc nhiéu vin dé - mot két qua nho
cong lao kho nhoc cua Hoi Pali Text Society vé van dé 4n hanh cac nguyén ban Pali Tang. Véi danh tir
Tiéu thira, nguyén thuy hay thuan tay, ching ta mudn néi dén hinh thic Phat gido ma mot phan 16n
Luat Tang va Kinh Tang Pali 4 dé cap dén. Voi muc dich hién tai trinh bay khai niém cua thoi ky
chuyén tiép tir Tiéu thira sang Pai thira, chung toi s& trinh bay mot sé két ludn cua cac nha hoc gia Phat
gido vé dao Phat trong thoi ky nay, dé xac nhan sy thay doi cia dao Phat ngang qua qua trinh thoi gian
va phét khai cac hoc phéi sau ndy. Nhitng két luan dugc dé cap nhu sau:

1) Pao Phat dugc banh truéng gidi han trong mot sd thanh phd hay lang ¢ tai vong dai trung
tam An D6 tir Dong sang Tay. Nhitng 1ang va thanh phd quan trong tir Béng sang Tay nhu sau:
Kajangala, Campa, Rajagaha (Vuong x4a), Gaya, Kasi, Nalanda, Pataliputta, Vesali, Savatthi (Xa v¢),
cac thuoc qudc cua Licchavi, Vajji, Videha, Malla, Bhagga va Koliya; Kosambi, Sankassa, Ujjeni,
Avanti, Mathura va Veranja. Ciing c6 mot s tin do tir nuéc Maddarattha, phuong Béc lai va hai lang
Ba-la-mén x& Kuru va mot sé dja diém phia Nam nhu Patitthaha, Gandhara va Takhasila chua duoc
biét dén.

2) Cac vua chila va bo lac duoc cac tai liéu ké trén dé cap dén thudc tién A-duc (Asoka) nhu
Vua Bimbisara (Tan ba ta la), Ajatasattu (A xa thé), Pasenadi Kosala (Ba tu nic x&r Kiéu tat la) va
Canda Pajjota va nhirng bo lac nhu Buli, Koliya va Vaji.

3) Vi tri ctia hang cu si chua dugc xac dinh. Céc cu si hinh nhu chi dong vai tro h tri Tang gia
hon 12 mét thanh phan cta Gido hoi. Cac vi ndy chi kinh ngudng dirc Phat va cac dé tr cua Ngai, nghe
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cac vi ndy dién giang, giit gin mot s6 gidi luat, va gap dip tung doc 101 quy y Tam bao, hinh thirc doc
nhat phan biét mot dé tir dire Phat v6i cac ngudi khac. Tuy vay vi tri x4 hoi cua cac cu si khong thay
d6i, vi van tiép tuc thudc thanh phan xa hoi trudce khi tré thanh Phat tir. O An D9, vi tri x4 hoi thudng
hay tuy thudc véi ton giao.

4) TN gi4o voi todn nghia cua né chi danh riéng cho nhitng vi xuét gia, tré thAnh mat tu si, gin
gitt gidi luat Patimokkha (Gidi bon). Cu si khong thé giir chu todn gidi bon. Cho dén 10 gidi cling khod
gitt cho day du.

5) Céc tap Paramita (Ba-la-mat) chua duoc biét dén. Doi séng dirc Phat thuong bat dau khi
Ngai xuét gia cho dén khi gidc ngd Bo dé, thinh thoang c6 néi dén doi séng trude cua Ngai, nhu trong
kinh Mahagovinda hay Mahasudassana. Quan diém doi sdng ctia mot vi Bodhisattava (Bo-tat) thuc
hanh céc hanh Ba-la-mat con rat mi mo, néu khong phai 13 khong duogc biét dén.

6) Cac tap Jataka (Bon sanh), mot trong chin Anga (Chin Bo kinh) chi néi mot vai vai mau
chuyén lién hé dén doi song tién than cua dic Phat, nhu dugc tim thiy trong kinh Mahagovinda,
Mahasudassana, Makha Deva va cac Jataka khac, nhu 6ng Rhys Davids d& suu tim trong cac tap
Nikaya va Vinaya. Nhung cac chuyén tién than nay chua dugc tap hop thanh mot tap riéng dién ta cac
hanh Paramita (Ba-la-mat) cta vi Bo-tat.

7) Ptc Phat 14 mot ngudi nhung toan tri, ¢6 than théng va chimg dugc nhidu qua vi, cac loai
ching sanh khac khéng ching duoc. Su xuit hién mot dirc Phat rat 14 hiém c6 trong doi va trai qua
nhiéu kiép mai c6 mot vi xut hién.

8) Gido 1y dugc gii han trong ba Phap An: V6 thudng (Anicca), Khd (Dukkha) va Vo nga
(Anatta), TG thanh dé (Ariyasacca), Iy Duyén khoi (Paticcasamuppada) va Bat chanh dao (Atthangika-
magga); phuong phap tu hanh dugc gidi han trong 37 phap trg dao (Bodhipakkhika Dhamma) nhitng
phuong phap tu hanh nay thuong dugc chia thanh ba V6 lau hoc: Sila (Gidi), samadhi (Binh) va Panna
(Tué).

9) Muc dich doi song 12 A-la-han qua, doi khi 1a Doc gidc qua (Pacceka Buddha) va khong doi
nao Phat qua. Nhimng tht buc tu chung dén A-la-han qua gdm c6 bdn: Sotapanna (Du luu),
Sakadagami (Nhut lai), Anagami (Bat lai), va Arahatta (A-la-hén).

10) Nibbana (Niét ban) 1a mot trang thai an tinh hoan toan, tan trir moi phién nfo (Kilesa) va do
vay moi dau kho 1a mot trang thai hoan toan an tinh (Santa), vi diéu (Panita) va cuc lac.

THOI KY THU HAI (350 dén 100 TCN): PHAT GIAO TIEU THUA HON HQP

Lich str cac su kién va gido ly dao Phat trong thoi ky ndy, mot thoi ky t6i quan trong trong lich
str Phat gido, van chua dugc biét rd rang va day du; trude hét vi nhitng tai liéu dé tim hiéu lich trinh
giai doan nay qua it o1 (2) va thur hai 1a chua xac dinh mdt cach r0 rang thoi gian tinh cua nhiing tai
licu d4 tim duoc. Giai doan ndy ching kién su phan hoa gido hoi Tang gia thanh nhiéu tong phai va su
phan tan nhimg tong phai ndy khip 1anh th An Do, mdi tong phai phat trién riéng biét. Sy phan hoa
trong Giao hoi tuy 1a mot diéu khong hay theo quan diém chinh théng, nhung thuc trang nay ciing
chtng to sy chi tAm dic biét cua cac dé tir, cd ging xac dinh thé nao 1a 16i day chéan chinh cua dic
Phat. Day ciing 12 sy ¢b ging dé giai thich nhimg 101 cuu gido theo tdn phap va &p dung ching vao
thuc trang thay d6i cua doi sdng biy gio, do sy tién bd cua tu tuong trai hon mot thé ky dem dén.



Sw trwéng thanh cia van hoc Abhidhamma

Dé theo kip da phat trién cta tu tudng, cac cuu tong phai phai ¢d ging vuot buc dé kién toan va
giit virg vi tri cia minh. Va két qua cua su cd gang nay 1a ching ta c6 vian hoc Abhidhamma cta phéi
Theravada (Thuong toa bd) va phai Sarvastivada (Nhat thé hiru bd). Nhirng diém tuong dong 16n giira
cac tap Nikaya (Agama) (3) va tip Vinaya (Luat bo) (4) ctia phai Thugng toa bo va phai Nhit thé hitu
bo, va nhitng diém twong phan 16n giita vian hoc Abhidhamma (5) cua hai tong phai ndy néu rd rang
khi cac tap Nikaya va phan 16n luan bo duogc kiét tap, hai gido phai ndy sdng gan nhau & Magadha (Ma
kiét da) hay xung quanh xu ndy (6) va s dung chung mot tai liéu (7), tréi lai trong khi kiét tap van hoc
Abhidhamma, chling sng xa nhau va phat trién vin hoc Abhidhamma mét cach doc 1ap (8).

Xét vé& ndi dung cua tap Kathavatthu, thudc phai Thuong toa bo, chiing ta thay rd ring sy phat
trién vin hoc Abhidhamma khong nhitng dé kién toan quan diém riéng biét cia minh, ma ciing dé cong
kich quan diém cua déi phuwong va thanh 1ap quan diém ctua minh dbi véi ching. Do vay, chung ta co
thé noi rang giai doan ndy khong nhimg chimg kién sy xuat hién cua nhiéu tong phai méi ma ca su
phat trién m&i mé cta nhitng tong phai cii (9).

Sw xuit hién ciia tip Jataka (Bon sanh) va Avadana (Thi du).

Ngoai su cb ging cia tan, cuu tong phai canh tranh nhau trong dia hat van hoc, chung ta ciing
ching kién mot sy tranh chép sic bén dé truyén ba gido 1y timg tong phai trong quan ching va chinh
nho su tranh chip ndy, dao Phat duoc truyén ba rat rong rdi trong dan chdng. Ching ta thay 16 rang cac
tap Jataka va Avadana c6 dung y xdy dung va phét huy 10ng tin ctia quin ching déi véi dao Phat va
nho vdy quan chiing héa tong gido ctia minh (10). Cac tap Jataka 13 mot hau ¥ cua Thuong toa bd, ban
dau khong thudc Tam Tang cia phai ndy (Buddhavacana).

Tap Jataka hay tong s6 cac chuyén tién than ma mot sé mau chuyén dugc cham khic vao cac
thach tich danh tiéng & An D9, nhit dinh thudc loai cyu trao nhu cac hoc gia Rhys Davids,
Cunningham, Oldenbergn, va winternitz ¢4 ching minh, nhung khong phai tat ca cac mau chuyén
Jataka déu dong thoi vé6i cac tap Nikayas. Theo Rhys Davids, c4&c mau chuyén Jataka dugc tim thiy ca
trong céc tap Nikaya (Suttanta- Jataka cua tap Cullaniddesa) va trong tap Jataka thudc loai chuyén tién
than c6 kinh nhét. Y kién nay duoc xem 12 rat co gid tri.

Jataka duoc ghi vao trong chin bd kinh (Navanga), mot phan loai rat xua vé kinh dién dao Phat.
Sy phén loai ndy cd thé khién ta nghi ring cac Phat tir thoi xua khong phai khong c6 mot vin hoc
Jataka riéng biét. Su that khong phai vdy, ching ta can phai nhé rang sy phan loai kinh dién thanh 9 bo
kinh khong phai noi d&én 9 loai van hoc riéng ma chi 1a su phan loai chin loai hanh vin riéng duoc tim
thdy trong kinh dién cta cic Phat tir cuu trao. Trong mot bai kinh Sutta hay Suttanta c6 thé cé ting
doan duoc xem 12 mot Sutta (Kinh), mot Geyya (Ung tung) (11), mot Gatha (Ké), mot Udana (VO van
tu thuyét), mot Veyyakarana (Ky thuyét), mot Abbhutadhamma (Vi ting hitu) hay mot Jataka (Tién
than). Sau khi sy phan loai thanh chin b kinh dugc thanh hinh khé Iau, thoi sy kiét tap cac bo Udana,
Itivuttaka va Jataka méi xuét hién.

Sy giai thich vé chin bd kinh ctia Ngai Buddhaghosa ciing néu rd ring vi Luan su nay khong
tim thay nhimg bd phan vin hoc ndo tuong tng véi chin bd kinh. Diéu dic biét dang chu ¥ 14 sy giai
thich cta vi Luén su vé hai trong chin bd kinh tirc 1a Vedalla (Phuong quang) va Abbhutadhamma
(12). Vi Luén su tha nhan khong tim thidy mot tdp nao hay toan bd nao cd thé phan loai vao hai loai
trén va vi ndy phai ghi mot sb kinh vao loai ndy. Dua vao hai diém trén dé suy xét, ching ta nghi dén
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nén giai thich ca bay bd kinh con lai cling twong tu nhu hai bd Vedalla va Abbhutadhamma. Thay cho
liet k& toan tap Abhidhamma vao Veyyakarana (13), cac bai kinh, trong iy Ngai Sariputta,
Mahakaccayana va dtrc Phat (14) giai thich v6i nhiéu chi tiét vé Ta dé va Bat chanh dao, hay vé gido
ly khac cua dao Phat hay nhitng 101 day cin ban cua dirc Phat, tit ca bai kinh ké trén nén liét ké vao
Veyyakarana. Ciing vay, bo kinh Jataka khdng phai chi néi dén 550 chuyén tién than nhu Luén su
Buddhaghosa d4 n6i, ma chi cho mét sb cau chuyén trong cac tip Nikaya khi dirc Phat ké dén nhimg
tién than ctia Ngai. Purvanusmrti (Tdc mang minh) 12 mot trong nhiing thing tri (Abhijna) cua vi A-la-
han. Nhu vy that phU hop véi gido 1y nguyén thity khi néi d?n cac tién than. Nhung dung ¥ ding céc
mau chuyén vé Tac mang minh dé lam phuong tién truyén ba dao Phat, dung y nay dén sau, it nhat 1&
mot thé ky nita, tir khi dao Phat méi thanh hinh. Do vay ching ta phai dit su trude tac hay kiét tip vin
hoc Abhidhamma va van hoc Jataka trong giai doan thir hai (15).

Nhu Buddhaghosa , cac nha Luan su Dai thira d4 ¢ ging phan loai Tam tang kinh dién cua
minh theo 12 bo kinh - mot sy phan loai dugc Nhét thé hitu bo, Dai chiing bd va cac téng phai khac
chap nhan dit tip Astasahasrika Prajnaparamita theo Sutra,va dit tip GandavyUha, Samadhiraja va
Saddharma- pundarika (Diéu phép lién hoa) theo Veyyakarana, v.v... Nhung su phan loai kinh dién
theo 12 bo kinh nay khdng phai 14 cong trinh cia cdc nha Pai thira. Chinh do cac vi Nhat thé hitu bo
(16) va Pai chung bd khoi xudng va duge cac tong phai Tiéu thira khac tuan theo.

Ba bo kinh dugc thém la Nidana (Duyén khoi). Avadana (Thi du) va Upadesa (Luan nghi).
Burnouf giai thich Nidana 1a nhitng tac phim néi dén nhitng nguyén nhan trude khi Xay ra sy tinh,
nghia 13 nhu thé nao Sakyamuni thanh Phat. Nguyén nhan 1a dtrc Phat d4 thanh tyu cac hanh Paramita
(Ba-la-mat) va nhu vay cac tac pham hay mot phan cua nhitng tic pham nay dién ta su thanh twu cac
hanh Ba-la-mat dugc goi 1a Nidana. Burnouf ciing néu rd la khong c6 mot van hoc nao duoc goi la
Nidana. Su giai thich ctia Burnouf duoc chimg minh boi phan Nidanakath cua tip Jatakatthavannana.
Nhung trong vin hoc Dai thira ciing nhu trong tdp Mahava- stu, Nidana c6 nghia 1a tu phan, phan nay
nhiéu khi dé cap trudc dén van dé s& noi dén ¢ cac doan sau, nhu trudng hop tip Mahavastu (17).
Nhitng doan dirc Phat stra soan nhap thién, phong hao quang V.v..., Sy xuét hién cta dic Phat trén hoa
sen v.v... trude khi giang tap Prajnaparamita dugc goi la Nidana (18).

Trong nhitng ban dich Tay Tang cua tip RatnakUtasutra (Bao tich kinh), dia diém dién giang
ciia mot kinh duoc goi 12 Nidana. Theo cac giai thich trén, Nidana c6 thé xem 1& tu phan ctia mot tac
pham. Nghia ctia chir Avadana da rd rang va khdng can giai thich thém. Chit ndy goém tat ca nhimg
mau chuyén tién than dirc Phat hay nhimg dé tir ciia Ngai, hay nhitng dé tir tai gia dic biét cia Ngai va
mét vin hoc rat phong pht dugce niy né theo phan loai nay (19). Nhung sy giai thich danh tir Upadesa
c6 mot vai diém khé hiéu. Khong c6 ly do gi dé phan loai cac loai kinh Tantrd (Mat kinh) theo
Upadesa Vi c4c loai nay chua dugc thanh hinh khi danh tir Upadesa duoc phd bién. Upadesa nghia 12
giang hudn, nhu chir Tdy Tang bab-par-bstanpahisde dich chit Upadesa da chimg minh. Trong mét tac
pham Hén vin (20), upadesa dugc giai thich 12 nhitng bai dé cip dén nhitng phéap té nhi va bi mat. Nhu
vay chit nay, vé sau duoc hiéu theo nghia bi mat, nhu tdp Abhisamayalankara karika doi khi dugc goi
la Prajnaparamitopadesasastra (21).

Sw chdp nhén cac hanh Ba-la-mit trong gido Iy Thwong toa bd

Ching ta thay 8 loai vin hoc duoc chip nhan, it nhat 13 theo hai phan loai. Chung gdm phan
l6n cac mau chuyén, sy tich va vi du v.v... hon 1 phan gido 1y chinh cua dao Phat. Chung duoc chip
nhan trong vin hoc Phat gido dudi hinh thire PUrvanusmrtis. Muc dich chinh 1 phé théng hoa dao Phat

7



va dé néu rd dao Phat 1a dao cho dai chung cling nhu cho mdt s it ngudi chon loc cé thé thoat tuc xuit
gia. Py 1a mot sang kién ma tong phai nguyén thiy soém nhat, tong phai Thugng toa bd, phai chap
nhan mot cach mién cudng vi su bit budc cua hodn canh. Vin hoc dau tién cia Thuong toa bo khong
néi dén Paramita (22) va mai sau nay, khi noi dén cac hanh Ba-la-mat, chi dé goi niém tin cho tin d6
chtr khong phai khuyén khich tin d6 1am theo. Nhung thai d6 ctia Nhat thé hitu bo va Pai chang bb lai
khéc han. Cac vi ndy khdng pha nhan su kho khan tay troi dé thuc hién cac hanh Ba-la-mat, nhung van
khuyén khich tin d6 nén c¢é gang thuc hanh cac hanh trén. Khong nhiing giy niém tin, nhung ciing
khuyén khich moi ngudi thyc hanh hanh Dana (B thi), Sila (Tri gisi) Ksanti (Nhin nhuc), Virya
(Tinh tan), Dhyana (Thién dinh) va Prajna (Tri tu¢), cac vi ndy tao ra rat nhiéu mau chuyén khong
nhitng 1ién hé véi doi sébng dirc Phat ma ca voi doi sdng cla nhitng nguoi dat dén dia vi trong yéu
trong dao Phat.

Téng phai Thuong toa bd néi dén 10 Ba-la-mat tc 1a Dana (BS thi), Sila (Tri gidi),
Nekkhamma (Ly duc), Palna (Tri tug), Viriya (Tinh tan), Khanti (Nhin nhuc), Sacca (Su that),
Adhitthana (Phat nguyén), Metta (Tir) va Upekkha (Xa). Nhung trong toan van hoc Sanskrit, Tiéu thira
hay Dai thira, sém hay mudn chi n6i dén 6 Ba-la-mat (23). Chi trong tdp DasabhUmikasutra (Thap dia
kinh) (24) méi noi dén 10 Ba-la-mat, thém 4 phap: Upayakausalya (Xao phwong tién), Pranidhana
(Phat nguyén), Bala (Luc) va Jnana (Tri). Néu chiing ta so sanh ba danh sach thi danh sach 6 Ba-la-mat
1a xwa nhat. Thuong toa bd thém vao Nekkhamma (Ly duc), Sacca (Su that), Adhitthana (Phat
nguyén), Metta (Ttr), Upekkha (Xa) va bo roi Dhyana (Thién). R rang danh sach nay thiéu hé thong
vi Metta va Upekkha la 2 phap trong 4 v luong tim va phai dugc cac vi A-la-han thuc hanh triét dé,
va Sacca c6 thé bo vao Sila (Gidi).

Trong hai phap con lai, Adhitthana la phat nguyén (nhu Sumedha phat nguyén thanh Phat) va
cd gang thuc hanh cho ky duoc phap nay twong dwong voi phip Pranidhana cua Dai thira (25).
Nekkhamma (Ly duc Ba-la-mat) nghia 1a thoat ly thé tuc, dic biét dugc Thuong toa bd nhan manh, va
hanh nay that sy 1a mot dic diém cua gido 1y Thuong toa bo, con Pai chung bd va Nhat thé hiru bo thoi
it da dong dén. Cac nha Pai thira ciing danh mot dia vi dic biét cho Nekkhamma, nhung khong bét
budc moi ngudi déu phai thoat ly thé tuc dé dugc hudng nhimg dic an cia ton gido.

Mot trong nhitng nguyén nhan chinh caa ba thai do khac nhau ciia ba tong phai ddi v6i van dé
Ba-la-mat 1a Thuong toa bd bac han quan ni¢ém mot ca nhan co thé phat nguyén thanh Phat, con hai
tong phai kia van xem su phat nguyén thanh Phat c6 thé thanh tyu dugc, dau 1a mot viée 1am rat kho
khan. Trong tap Divyavadana (26) c6 nhitng doan néi dén sau thoi thuyét phap cua dirc Phat, c6 chung
sanh nhan chan dugc su that, c6 ching sanh chimg dugc mot trong bén qua thanh, c6 chung sanh phat
nguyén chung Thanh van qua hay Duyén giac qua va co ching sanh chimg dugc V6 thuong chanh
dang chanh giac (Anuttara-samyaksambodhi).

Poan ndy cho chlng ta thdy Nhat thé hitu bo (bo phai cua tap Divyavadana) khdng bao thu nhu
Thuong toa bo. Pai ching bo nhu dd dugc biét 1a hoc phai dau tién da chip nhan su thay ddi quan
diém ndy. Tong phai nay la tong phai tién phong cua Dai thira va tuy nhién cic hanh Ba-la-mat tro
thanh gido ly cta hoc phai nay. Nhu vay, su chdp nhan va sy hé théng hoa cac hanh Ba-la-mét chinh
do Pai ching bo hay Nhat thé hitu bo khoi xudng va sau ciing duoc phai Thuong toa bd chap nhin voi
MOt vai stra doi can thiét.

Lién hé mat thiét véi cac hanh Ba-la-mat 13 cac Jataka (Bon sanh) va Avadana (thi du) va két
qua 1a cac diéu khic & Bharaut va Sanchi. Ca ba hoc phai déu tan lyc tuyén truyén va nay ciing chua rd
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hoc phai nao 1a cha dé tinh than cho cac kién tric bang davi dai 4y. Nhiéu hoc gia (27) ¢b ging truy
nguyén nhimg bia da khic nhitng mau chuyén Jataka va nhiéu mau chuyén duoc tim thiy trong tap
Jatakatthavannana. Tuy vy su truy nguy@n nay ciing chua lay gi 1am chic chin cho 1am va rat c6 thé
van hoc rat phong phu ciia Avadana nay con trong tinh trang ban thao c6 thé giup phan truy nguyén
dugc chic chin va tt dep hon.

TRUYEN GIAO

Sy ¢ ging cua cac hoc phai dé truyén ba gido 1y ciia minh dwogc thanh cong nhu d3 duogc cac
Kién tric bang da & An Do ching thuc. Mdi hoc phai chic chin ting s tin d6 rat nhidu nhu da dugc
chtng thuc trong mot s bia ky, cac bia ky ndy thuéc mot giai doan sau hon mot chat giai doan hién
dang dugc dé cap. Nhimng bia ky nay c6 néi dén ting vat dic biét cho moi hoc phai. Nhung ngoai
nhitng bia ky nay con nhiing bia ky khac khong ghi mdt hoc phai dac biét nao ma chdng cing cho
Tang giéi khip bon phuong (Caturdisasangha). Su kién ndy néu rd cac dé tir c6 thé thudc mot hoc phai
dic biét nao nhung ching cung dudng tat ca hoc phai. Vi thoi dai nhitng bia ky nay khdng gidp nhiéu
cho thoi dai dang dugc dé cap dén, nén ching ta phai tu bang 10ng voi nhitng két qua nhé mon ctia mot
s tai lidu it oi. SO tai liéu ndy cd thé duoc bién tap cham hon thoi dai dang duoc dé cap dén, nhung co
thé xem 1a dem lai nhing tai liéu can thiét cho giai doan hién tai.

Tir cac tap Nikaya, ching ta thiy ring dao Phat nguyén thuy duoc giéi han trong vong Trung
An tir Anga dén Avanti, ngodi ra con c6 mét sé tin dd ¢ nhitng dia phuong xa xam phuong Bic va
phuong Nam (28). Doan noéi vé sy phan chia x4 loi dirc Phat trong kinh Mahaparinibbana, vin hé Pali
va Tay Tang (29) cho chung ta r& mot cach kha xac dang sy truyén ba dao Phat trong khoang bt dau
giai doan thr nhat. Nhitng dan toc duoc chia xa loi 1a dan toc Licchavis ¢ Vesali, Sakyas &
Kapilavatthu, Buli ¢ Allakappa, Koliyas & Rama-gama, Brahmana ¢ Vethadipa, Mallas ¢ Pava
Kusinara, Moriya & Pipphalivana va dan ching & Magadha (Ma kiét da). Nhitng dia diém duogc dé cap
dén déu thudc dong An Do. Mot dja diém ngoai dong An duoc dé cap 13 Gandharapura, dugc xem 14
c6 tho mot rang Phat (30). Nhung chi tiét nay duoc thém vé sau, nhu vi chu giai d néu rd. Chéc chin
dan ching Gandharapura khong duoc chia phan x4 loi.

Gidi virc ciia Majjhimajanapada (Trung qudc, mot tén khac cia An D6 chi gidi virc dao Phat
dugc truyén ba) nhu d4 ghi trong tap Mahavagga thudc Luat tang (31) gitp ching ta hiéu thém vé su
banh truéng dao Phat trong giai doan dau. Gii virc 4y nhu sau: Kajanagala nigama, phuong Dong, sat
ring Mahasala, con sb6ng Sallavati phia Bong nam, Setakannika nigama phia Nam, Thuna
brahmanagama phia Tay va Usirapabbata phia Bac. Theo tai liéu nay, Avantidakkhinapatha 13 mot
bién dia (32), cling nhu nudc phia BoOng xr Kajan-gala, dugc xem chinh 1a Bhagalpur (33). Tap
Divyavadana (34) duy tri truyén théng ndy, chi thay xir Kajangala phia Dong boi xir Pundravardhana.
Néu Pund-ravardhana duoc xac nhan 13 mot dia diém ¢ Béic Bengale, thoi tip Divyavada-na cd néi
rong gidi vuc phia Bong mot chut.

Tén mot dia diém nira trong tai liéu ndy can dugc cha y. D6 1a Usiraddhaja cua tap Mahavagga
va Usiragiri cua tap Divyavadana. Chung ta duoc biét mot hon nGi Usira & gin Mathura (35) va
Taranatha ciing noi chung ta biét ring Upagupta (Uu ba ctc da), vi tu si danh tiéng & Mathura va theo
truyén thong Nhat thé hitu bo 12 vi ton su caa vua A-duc, sdng tai chd ndy ba nim trude khi di dén
Kashmir va sau khi roi khoi varanasi (36). Nhu vy Mathurd mot thanh tri ciia Nhat thé hiru bo, duoc
ké vao trong Majjhimajanapada.



Theo tai lidu vé ky kiét tdp Vesali nhu tap Cullavagga (37) da ghi chép, va trong Luat tang cua
Nhét thé hitu bo va hoc phai Dharmagupta, hinh nhu chan troi ciia dao Phat, cho dén bat dau thé ky thi
hai sau khi dao Phat du duoc thanh lap, ciing khong duoc rong réi cho lim. Nhimg tai liéu dia du trich
dugc trong tip Cullavagga nhu sau: Yasa, vi triéu tap ky kiét tap chinh thong Vesali, tir Vesali dén va
di Kosambi. Va tai day, vi ndy cir st gia di dén cac vi Ty kheo & Patheyya va Avantidakkhinapatha.
Sambhuta Sanavasi Gc bdy gid & tai nui Ahoganga, tap hop 60 vi Ty kheo ¢ Patheyya va 80 vi Ty
kheo & Avanti-dakkhinapatha, tit ca nhitng vi nay déu theo hanh dau da. Pai dirc Revata & Soreyya, di
ngang qua cac X Sankassa, Kannakujja, Udumbara va Aggalapu- ra dén tai Sahajati. Dai duc Salha ¢
Sahajati, sau khi thao luan xac nhan riang cac Ty kheo & Patheyya xtr su ding v6i gidi ludt, con cac Ty
kheo & Pacinaka la sai lam.

Dé giai quyét su tranh chip, mot hoi dong dwoc thanh lap. Trong hoi dong ndy, cac Pai dirc
Sabbakami, Salha, Khujjasobhita va Vasabhagamika dai dién cho phai Pacinaka, con cac dai duc
Revata, Sambhuta Sanavasi, Yasa va Sumana dai dién cho phai Patheyyaka. Mot su kién can phai dé y
trong tai liéu nay la su phan chia cac vi Ty kheo thanh hai phai: Pacinaka va Patheyyaka. Pacinaka chi
cho nguoi & phuong Bong, dac biét 1a dan Vesali. Vi dai dién chinh thirc cho phai nay la Sabbakami
(38), mot dé tir cuia Ananda va Salha, mét tu si co tiéng & Sahajati. Patheyyaka la nhimg tu si ¢
Kosambi, Patheyya va Avantidakkhinapatha; dai dién cho phai nay la Sambhuta Sanavasi, mét nhan
vat quan trong trong truyén thé)ng Thuong toa bo va Nhat thé hiru bo, Revata - mot 180 Ty kheo &
Soreyya, va yasa - noi danh vi lién hé ky kiét tap thtr hai (39).

Truyén théng T sw hay Acariyaparampara

Nhitng tai liéu vé ky kiét tap tht hai caa Nhat thé hitu bo va Thuong toa bd giéng nhau (40). Va
vé danh sach cac vi To su thira ké cling khong c6 su sai khac. Thugng toa bd chi noéi dén Sambhuta
Sanavasi nhu 1a mot hoi vién cua hoi dong ky kiét tap tht hai, con Nhat thé hiru bd néi vi nay 1a T6 su
thira ké Ananda. Hai truyén thong lai tach riéng ra sau ky kiét tap thr hai, mot truyén théng noi dén ky
kiét tap cua vua A-duc dudi su 14nh dao cia Moggaliputta Tissa, cOn truyén thong kia thi 1am lo va chi
noi dén Upagupta, Vi cd van ton gidgo cta vua A-duc va noi rat nhidu dén ky kiét tap Kaniska &
Jalandhara, thé cho ky kiét tip vua A-duc. Sy sai khac vé truyén thuyét ndy rat c6 y nghia, va tir do,
lich sir dao Phat khong con 12 lich sir cia mot dao Phat ma tré thanh lich sir cia nhidu hoc phai, dic
biét 1a ba hoc phai Thuong toa bd, Nhat thé hitu bo va Pai chung bo (41).

Phéi Thuong toa bo thién han vé Luat ton va du cho truyén thuyét Tdy Tang xem Kaccayana la
vi 18nh dao ctia hoc phai ndy, Upali, vi kiét tap Luat tang cling dugc hoc phai ndy kinh trong, va su lién
hé ctua Upali voi ky kiét tap vua A-duc, duoc tiép tuc nhd nhimg dé tir cia Ngai. Chlng ta can dé y
rang tuy Thuong toa bd néi dén mot danh sach To su truyén thira (Acariyaparampard) tir Upali hay
Sariputta, nhung khong bao ham y nghia lich dai to su. Trong tip Majjhima Nikaya (42), dac biét noi
dén Tang gia Phat gido khong c6 vi 13nh dao tbi cao. Sy that chi ¢ truyén thuyét T4y tang va Trung
hoa méi cho ching ta mot quan niém lich dai to su thira ké. Tap Atthasalini cho ching ta mot danh
sach céc vi To su A ty dam, bat dau tir Sariputta, nhung truyén thuyét nay khong dang tin cay (43).

Truyén théng Thuong toa b va Nhat thé hitu bo vé lich dai to su trong hai thé ky dau c6 thé
tom tat nhu sau:
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UPAGUPTA

(Tirhut Mathura,
cd van ton gido
cua A-duc theo

SANAVASIKA
(giang su  tai
Sravasti va lan

DHITIKA
(Nhap dao tai Mathura,
dén thim hay tra o

N truyén thuyét . s
MAHA ci , : Kashmir Tukhar
ANANDA | &) Nhit thé hiu oo TUKnarg,
KASSAPA bo) KamarUpa va Malava,
o Menander va Hermasios
X la hai vi dong thoi va
MADHYANTIKA T A
- . .| tho gido vdi Ngai).
(Benares, Usira roi giang su &
Kashmir).
BHADDAJI | SOBHITA -MOGGALI-
PUTTA TISSA
(Pataliputta:  Cb
van tén gido cua
A-duc theo truyén
thuyét Thuong toa
SARIPUTTA . bd)
N SASADA | SONAKA | SIGGAVA N
UPALI - NAGASENA cua

Vesali Rajagaha Pataliputta
( ) (Rajagaha)  ( putta) MILINDAPANHA

(néu Minara cua

Taranatha la
Milinda cua cac
tap Pali)

Nhu chung t6i d4 luu y, ching ta khong nén xem Acariya-parampara nhu 1a lich dai to ké vi, va
chung ta ciing dimg dé thoi gian 1am vi T6 su theo thdi gian trung binh théng thudng ching ta 1am, khi
no6i dén sy ké vi ctia vua chua, vi cac vi To su Phat gido thuong sdng 1au va khong cd truyén thong trd
ké vi théy; lai nita 1& nhap dao nhan dé tir c6 thé xdy ra trong doi séng s¢m nhat hay tré nhét cta vi T6
su. Theo truyén thuyét Ty Tang, Madhyantika dugc Ananda nhén 1am dé tir khong bao 1au trude khi
Ananda nhap diét (44). Va nhu vay Madhyantika c6 thé dong thoi ca véi Sanavasi va Upagupta, hay
cua Dasaka, Sonaka, Siggava va Moggaliputta.

Doc truyén thuyét theo cach ndy va chl y dén tén céac thanh phd, dia diém hoat dong ctia mdi vi
T su, chung ta cho thé néi rang, sau ky kiét tap Vesali, phai Nhat thé hitu bo ngdy cang duoc nhiéu tin
dd, dugc truyén ba vé hudng Béc va c6 hai dia diém quan trong: Mathura v&i Upagupta 13 vi 14nh dao,
va Kashmir voi Madhyantika 1 vi 1anh dao. Hai dia diém nay duoc hop nhit dudi su 14nh dao cua
Dhitika, vi ndy hinh nhu mé rong chan troi anh hudng cia Nhat thé hitu bo vé huéng Dong, dén
Kamarlpa, vé hudng Tay, dén Malava, vé huéng Tay bic, dén Tukhara, l&nh vuc cia Minara va
Imhasa. Phai Thuong toa bd van gilt cin ci tai Magadha cung véi mot nghanh & Ujjeni do
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Mahakaccayana sang lap. Mahindava Sanghamitta (45) hinh nhu c6 lién hé mat thiét dén nganh Ujjeni
ctiia Thuong toa bd va truyén ba hoc phai nay dén Tich Lan.

Vai tro clia vua A-duc trong sw truyén ba dao Phat

Chung ta chwa biét dugc 1 rang vai trd cia vua A-duc trong su truyén ba dao Phat. Néu that
vua A-duc co gitip d& cho dao Phat dugc truyén ba, ching ta cling chua biét rd Vua gilp cho mét hoc
phai nao noi riéng, hay gitip cho dao Phat néi chung. Trong nhiing 101 huin du cta Vua dugc ghi chép
trong céac bia ky, chingta khong tim thiy mot bang cé nho mon nao néu rd su gitp do thiét thuc cua
Vua trong su truyén ba dao Phat. Céc bia ky Ngai noi dén Dhammavijaya (Phap thing) chéng véi su
chinh phyc bang binh khi, nhung Dhamma khong phai chi riéng cho dao Phat. Dhamma theo vua A-
duc gdm c6 nhitng cach ngdn khuyén khich mot doi sdng 1y tudng hay 1am céc viéc phude thién dua
dén hanh phuc cho doi nay hay doi sau.

Céc bia ky khong dé cip dén Niét ban, hay Chon khong hay V6 ngd hay Kho dé. Trai lai chi noi
dén Chu thién, sy hanh phiic sng trén thién gidi, doi sdng nay khéng bao gid 1a ly tuong cua dao Phat
nguyén thuy, vi doi séng & Duc gidi, Sac gidi hay Vo sic gidi déu van phai chiu dau kho, theo quan
niém cua dao Phat nguyén thuy. Nhung chung ta phai cdng nhan rang khi mot hoang dé nhu A-duc co
thién y vi mot ton gido dic biét ndo va ty xung 13 tin dd cu si cua dao Phat va di chiém bai cac thanh
tich Phat gido, thoi tu nhién ton gido iy duoc su khich 16 phat trién va do vy su truyén ba ctia cac tu si
Phat gido tré thanh d& dang. Nhu vay chung ta c6 thé xem vua A-duc nhu mét nha truyén ba dao Phat
tidu cuc, va dudi triéu dai cia Ngai, dao Phat dugc truyén bé rong rai trong qubc do caa Ngai va nhiéu
khi vurot ngodi bién gigi An Do, nhu cac qudc gia ciia Yavana, Kamboja, Gandhara va Pitinika vé phia
Tay va Codas, Pandyas cho dén Tamraparni vé phia Nam. Vi vua A-duc chi 1a mot vi ho tri, mot cu si,
1& di nhién Ngai khong thé can thiép vao cac tranh chip hoc phai dang xay ra trong triéu dai ctia Ngai.
Vi vay rat kho ma tin truyén thuyét ctia tip Mahavamsa cho ring Vua ung ho phai Vibhajjavada (tuc 1a
Thuong toa bd) (46) hay truyén thuyét cia cac tip Avadana cho rang Vua 13 mot dé tir trung kién cua
Upagupta.

Mot diém rat dic biét nira 1 vua A-duc khong dé cap dén quan niém Bo-tat, cac hanh Ba-la-
mat, nhitng hanh ndy rat d& dang thuan tién dwoc chip nhan vao quy udc dao dirc gdm nhiing cau cach
ngdn cua Ngai. Vua khuyén khich dan chung nén lya con duong trung dao, tranh xa hai su thai qu4,
mot 1 thoat ly ra khoi thé tuc, hai 1a su ddm say trong ganh ti, sin han, giai d4i v.v... Nhu vay chimg t6
Vua khong tan thanh mot doi sdng thoat ly gia dinh, mot 16i sdng dugc d?o Phat nguyén thuy Tiéu
thira quan trong hoa. Co 18 vi vua A-duc ua thich doi song 1y tudng ciia mot cu si hon doi sdng thoat
tuc ctia mot tu si nén cac tu si dao Phat tim cach phd thong hoéa dao Phat va nho vy ching ta ¢6 mot
nén vin hoc Jataka va Avadana rat phong phu.

Truyén thuyét ctia tip Mahavamsa vé vai tro vua A-duc trong dé tam kiét tip v6i Moggaliputta
Tissa, va su dic phai cua st gia truyén gido dén nhiéu dia diém tai An Do dang chd doi sy minh
ching. Rét c6 thé co mot ky kiét tap riéng cua hoc phai Thuong toa bd duoc tridu tap véi su 1anh dao
cia Moggaliputta Tissa trong thoi dai vua A-duc va nhitng hoat dong tich cuc dé truyén ba dao Phat ¢
trong va ngodi xit An Do (47), voi su ghi chép c6 mau sic dic biét cua tip Mahavamsa. Ciing mot
nhan xét twong tu, chung ta nén xem cac truyén thuyét vé hai vi ¢6 van ton gido cho vua A-duc, Ngai
Upagupta va Ngai Moggaliputta Tissa. Vua A-duc, mot vi Vua khong thién vi, dbi xtr binh dang véi
nhitng Phat tir va khdng phai Phat tir. Trong truong hop nay, tu nhién Ngai khong ing hd mot hoc phai
nay chdng lai mot hoc phai khac. Cac vi Thuong toa bd va Nhit thé hiru bo 1ién hé tén cua Ngai véi
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nhitng vi T6 su 14nh dao, v6i muc dich quan trong hoa hoc phai ciia minh. Nhu vay that 14 v ich, moi
cd ging ching minh Upaguputa va Moggaliputta Tissa 14 mot, nhu Smith va mét s6 hoc gia da lam
(48). Chuing ta c6 thé tin twéng chap nhan truyén thuyét cia Mahavamsa, néi rang trong thoi dai vua
A-duc, dao Phat duoc truyén ba dén cac nudc Kashmira Gandhara, Mahisamandala, Vanavasi, Yona,
Maharattha, Himavanta Padesa, Suvannabhumi va Lankadipa (49).

Su nghiép cua phai Dai ching b

Néu chung ta tim dugc céc tai liéu cua phai Pai chiing bd, ching ta s& duoc biét thém nhiéu vé
su truyén ba dao Phat trong giai doan ndy. Rét co thé tai liéu chir Han vé Luit tang Dai chung bo, chitra
chap nhiéu tin tirc quan trong, nhung hién chung ta chwa biét gi V& nhiing tai liéu nay. Vi khéng c6 mot
truyén thuyét ndo cua Dai chiing bd, nén ching ta khong cé nhiing tin tirc 18 rang vé Pai ching bo va
phan dit An D6 ndo ma hoc phai ndy gidi han sy hoat dong cua minh. Theo tai lidu vé cudc kiét tap &
Vesali, ching ta c6 thé néi rang hoc phai ndy van gin giit trung tim & Vesali va tir noi bia ky trén
tuong d4 su tir & Mathura (120 trude ky nguyén (50), va nhimg chit khic trén doc binh Wardak ¢ A
phl han (51), ching ta c6 thé tin rang hoc phai nay c¢b ging truyén ba vé hudng Béic. Nhung c4c hang
¢ Karle va vi tri trung tam hoat dong hai chi phai Pubbaseliya va Aparaseliya cta Bai ching b &
Dhanakataka cho ching ta thiy hoc phai ndy thanh céng trong su truyén ba vé huéng Nam hon 13 vé
huéng Bic.

Theo Béc si Burgess, cic thap Amaravati & Dharanikot (Dhanykataka) bat dau duoc xay dung
sém cho dén khoang thé ky thtr hai trude ky nguyén (52) va Nagarjuna c6 lién quan mat thiét voi su
dong d6 dao Phat ¢ dia diém nay. DU thé nado, khdng c6 gi nghi ngd su kién Dhanyakataka la trung tam
chinh cua phai Caityaka, hai chi nhanh Purva va Aparasaila cuia hoc phai Dai chung bo va dan ching ¢
tai ddy d4 cling dudng rit nhiéu cho trung tim Phat gido ndy. Chinh 1a mot dia diém duoc tap
Manjusrimulakalpa xem 1a thich hop dé tu hanh. Tap Manjusrimulakalpa néi thém chd nay c6 thd xa
loi drc Phat. Su kién nay dugc mdt bia ky méi tim dugc chung thuc, bia ky nay ghi rd, nguoi chi cua
vua Madhariputra srivirapurusadatta ¢ cung dudng mot cot tru cho bao thap cit chira x4 loi ciia déng
Chéanh giac. Trong nhitng bia ky trén tugng da su tir & Mathura (120 trude ky nguyén (50), va nhiing
chir khic trén doc binh Wardak & A pht han (51), ching ta ¢ thé tin rdng hoc phai ndy ¢ ging truyén
ba vé hudng Bic. Nhung cic hang & Karle va vi tri trung tim hoat dong hai chi phai Pubbaseliya va
Aparaseliya cua Dai chung bd & Dhanakataka cho chung ta thdy hoc phai ndy thanh cong trong su
truyén ba vé hudng Nam hon 14 vé huéng Bic.

Theo Béc si Burgess, cic thip Amaravati & Dharanikot (Dhanykataka) bat dau duoc xay dung
sém cho dén khoang thé ky thr hai trude ky nguyén (52) va Nagarjuna c6 lién quan mat thiét voi su
dong d6 dao Phat ¢ dia diém nay. DU thé nao, khdng c6 gi nghi ngd su kién Dhanyakataka Ia trung tam
chinh cta phai Caityaka, hai chi nhanh Purva va Aparasaila cuia hoc phai Dai chung bo va dan ching ¢
tai day d4 cling dudng rit nhiéu cho trung tim Phat gido ndy. Chinh 1a mot dia diém duoc tap
Manjusrimulakalpa xem 1a thich hop dé tu hanh. Tap Manjusrimulakalpa néi thém chd nay c6 thd xa
loi drc Phat. Su kién nay dugc mdt bia ky méi tim dugc chung thuc, bia ky nay ghi rd, nguoi chi cua
vua Madhariputra srivirapurusadatta ¢ cung dudng mot cot tru cho bao thap cit chira x4 loi ciia déng
Chanh giac. Trong nhiing bia ky tai chd nady, do Bac si Burgess bién tap, ¢ bia ky s6 121 néi dén hoc
phai Caityaka, hoc phai nay c0 hai chi nhanh Purva va Aparasaila. Trong nhitng vat tim dugc ¢ khu
vuc ké can chd ndy, c6 hai trong nhiéu bia ky khac tim dugc, co noi dén hoc phai Puvaseliya
(Purvasaila) va Avaras (Aparasaila) (53). Céac bia ky nay cd thé duoc xem Ia thudc khoang thé ky thu
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hai sau ky nguyén. Mot dia diém quan trong khac gin Dhanykataka la Sriparvata (Srisailam) tai chd
nay, theo truyén thuyét Tay Tang, ngai Nagarjuna song nhitng ngdy cudi clig cua doi Ngai (54). Tap
Manjusrimulakalpa ciing cha ¥ dén nti nay, xem d6 1a mot dia diém thich hop dé tu hanh. Mot bia ky
méi tim dugc ghi 18 mot s6 tin d6 xay dung mot s thap tinh x4 va dao giéng cho cac tin d6 di chiém
bai cac Phat tich tir Gandhara, Cina, Aparanta, Vanga, Vanavasi, Tambapannidipa dén. Tir nhitng sy
kién ndy, ching ta c6 thé két luan ring khoang dau thé ky thtr nhit sau ky nguyén, trén bd song
Krishna tai quan Guntur c6 moét trung tdim quan trong cua phai Pai chung bg. Danh tir Andhaka dung
dé goi cac chi phai ciia hoc phai nay cho chung ta biét hoc phai nay rat thinh hanh & xtr Andha va dugc
vua chia, quy tdc va dan ching x& Andha ung ho nhu bia ky & Amaravati néu ro.

Dao Phat sau vua A-duc

Tap Mahavamsa va Sasanavamsa trinh bay mét lich sir lién tuc cua dao Phat & An D6 cho dén
thoi dai vua A-duc, roi n6i dén lich stt dao Phat & Tich Lan, khién chung ta khong r0 Ve su nghiép cua
phai Thuong toa bd & An D6 cho dén khi ching ta c6 tip Milindapanha. Theo tap ndy, vua Milinda &
Sagala (Sialkot, Lahore) rat cha ¥ dén dao Phat, va Nagasena sinh & Kajangala, phuong cuc dong cua
Majjhimajanapada, dén thim vua, di ngang qua cic xtr Vattaniya va Pataliputta. Nagasena dimg tai
Sankheyyaparivena ¢ Sagala, con dudng cta Nagasena di cho chung ta thiy dao Phat da truyén ba dén
Sagala (55) vé phuong Bic.

Taranatha tréi lai tiép tuc cau chuyén va cho ching ta biét su truyén ba dao Phat & An Do sau
vua A-duc. Nhung vi Ngai phan 16n dya theo truyén thuyét Nhat thé hitu bo cho nén phan lich str Ngai
no6i dén co thé xem 1a lich st ctia phai Nhat thé hiru bo. Ngdi chép rang Upagupta do cho Dhitika (56)
sinh truéng & Ujjayini, tai Mathura, chd & thudng nhat ciia Upagupta. Su 18nh dao nhu vay da trao qua
tir Upagupta dén Dhitika, va vi ndy truyén ba dao Phat rdt manh va gido hoa dugc Minara, Vua X
Tukhara. Nhiéu tu si dong thoi voi Dhitika tir Kashmir dén tai chd ndy va xay dung nén tang dao Phat
vitng bén ¢ day. Cac vi ndy dugc su ung hd ctia vua Mindra va Imhasa, (57) con vua Minara. Roi
Dhitika di dén P6ng An ¢ Kamarupa va d6 cho mot Ba-la-mdn giau c6 tén la Siddha va xay dung dao
Phat ¢ tai chd nay. Xong Ngai di dén Malava va d6 cho mot Ba-la-mon giau c6 tén 1a Adarpa va nhu
vay dao Phat bit dau duoc truyén ba tai dia phuong nay. Cudi cing Ngai dén tai sinh quan Ujjayini va
séng nhimg ngdy cudi cling cua doi Ngai tai ddy. Ngai duoc Kala va Krsna (58) ké vi va tiép theo 1a
Sudarsana va Bharukaccha. L&nh vuc hoat dong phan 16n ciia ca hai vi Ty kheo ndy 1a & phia Tay
(Sindhu) va phia Bic (Kashmir) An D6. Krsna dugc ghi chép 1 truyén ba dao Phat dén Nam An, ké ca
cac dao nho chung ca Tich Lan va sau d6 truyén ba dén Mahacina (59). Poshada, vi ké tiép Krsna
truyén ba dao Phat ¢ Orissa dudi triéu dai vua Vigatasoka (60). Tai liéu ctua Taranatha day nhimng
chuyén than thoai va do vay khong thé xem la chan xac. Nhung nhiéu 10i tuyén bd ciia Ngai khong
phai 12 vd Iy va trong nhiéu trudng hop duoc cac nha chiém bai Trung Hoa xac chimg. Do vy nhing
tai liéu ndy cling c6 gia tri ciia chung, nhung ching ta phai dé dit than trong trong khi dung dén.

Nhirng phat trién vé gido ly

Nay chdng ta tim hiéu mot quan diém tong quat vé nhimg phat trién gido 1y trong giai doan tién

Dai thira. Phai Dai chung b6 rd rang 1a mén phai Tiéu thira sém nhét da néu rd ¢ xu huéng quan niém

dtc Phat nhu mot hoa than va quan niém nay duoc phat xuat thé bo (61), mot chi phai cia Pai chling

bo, phat trién cung d6. Nhung chung ta chua chéc hoc phai Pai chiing bo hay hoc phai Nhat thé hitu bd

d4 sang tac dau tién quan niém Bo-tat va hanh Ba-la-mat, 6 hanh Ba-la-méat ma mot vi Bo-tat ndo ciing

bit budc phai thuc hanh, thudng duge cac tic pham cua Pai ching bd va Nhét thé hitu bo néi dén, va
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ca hai déu chiju trach nhiém vé su 16n manh va phong phi cia vin hoc Avadana (62), dé tai chinh cua
nén van hoc nady 1a su thanh tyu cac hanh Ba-la-mat.

MUC DICH PHAT QUA

Nay con lai mot quan diém nira, tic 13 Sy ching ngd Phat qua nhu 1a muc dich va két qua 1a A-
la-han qua bi ha thap xudng (63). Phai Thuong toa bo khong phai tuyét d6i cho rang Phat qua khong
thé dat duoc, vi c6 Ba-la-mén Sumedha d4 trg thanh Thich Ca Mau Ni va mét ching sanh nao do6 s&
trg thanh Phat Di Lic, nhung vi hai truong hop ndy qué hy hiru nén phéi ndy tu nghi khé ma dé cap
Phat qua 1am ly tuéng cho nhén loai noi theo. Cac vi Thugng toa bo tuy@n bd rang phai trai nhiéu kiép
mot dirc Phat méi xuat hién & doi va céc tap Latitavistara, Mabavastu va nhiéu tap Dai thira khac ciing
ddng ¥ quan niém ndy. Tuy vy, tip Divyavadana chép riang sau khi dirc Phat thuyét phap, c6 ké ching
Thanh vin giac, c6 ké chimng Doc giac, c¢6 ké ching Chanh dang giac (64). Noi rang c6 ké chimg duogc
Chéanh ding giac c6 nghia 13, dén thoi dai tdp Divyavadana, phai Nhat thé hitu bo dd cong nhén Iy
twong Chanh dang gidc 1a mot qua vi c6 thé thanh dat duge. Nhu vy rd rang phai Nhat thé hiru bo
khuyén khich nguyén vong dat dugc Phat qua, nghia 13 doi song ctia vi Bo-tat va nhu vay, muc tiéu
Phat qua khong phai chi thuoc Pai chung bd hay Dai thtra. Cac vi Nhét thé hitu bo cling nhu céac vi
Thuong toa bd déu quan niém dic Phat nhu mot con nguoi, nhung cac vi ndy quan trong hoa nhiing
duc tinh va ning luc cta dirc Phat khién dic Phat trd thanh mot bac siéu nhan.

Sw cong hién ciia phai Nhat thé hiru bd cho Dai thira.

Phai Nhit thé hitu bd co6 hai quan niém vé than (Kaya) (65): Rupakaya (Sic than) va
Dharmakaya (Phap than) nhung khong c¢6 y nghia Pai thira gi, du cho quan niém Phap than ctia phai
nay giup phai Yogacarin hinh thanh quan niém Svasambhogakaya (tu tho dung than) cua chung. Cac
vi Nhit thé hiru bo ciing chiu trach nhiém thém mot phép an ther tu Sunya (Khong) vao ba phap 4n
Khd, V6 thudng va VO ngd, nhung Sunya khong c6 nghia Dai thira gi va chi ¢6 nghia V6 ngd ma thoi
(66).

Nhung mét trong gido Iy quan trong ctia phai Nhit thé hitu bo, va t6i tin rang chinh gido 1y nay
d4 gilp cho Pai thira phat trién, d6 1a ly thuyét cuc doan Astitvavada (ly thuyét cong nhan su thire hitu
ctia cac phap hop thanh mot chiing sanh). Ching ta c6 thé néi Dai thira 1a mot su tiép tuc cua nhimg
bién thuyét vé& dtrc Phat cta phai Pai chiing bo va c4c chi nhanh cua bo phai nay va mot su chdng doi
ly thuyét Astitvavada ctia phai Nhat thé hiru bo, mot gido diéu, theo cac nha Pai thira, dd xuyén tac
trang tron gido ly dirc Phat (67). Chinh su chéng ddi ndy dwa dén mot cuc doan khac, 1y thuyét
Dharmasunyata (Phap khong, khdng c6 mot phap nao that c6) mai 1a gido ly chon chan chinh cua dac
Phat.

Sy dong gop thir ba cua cac phai Tiéu thira, dic biét 12 phai Nhat thé hitu bo, 1a su trinh bay hay
phan tich vé Skandhas (Uan), Dhatu (Gi6i), Ayatana (X&), Aryasatya (Thanh dé), cac Angas (Phap)
cua Pratityasamutpada (Duyén khoi) v.v... cac nha Dai thira chip nhan toan dién nhing 1y thuyét nay,
nhung liét chling vao gi6i virc Samvrti (Tuc dé), Parikalpita (Bién ké s chip), Paratantra (Y tha khoi),
tuy vay van cong nhan su loi ich can thiét cua ching dé mot vi Bo-tat dat dén Paramartha (Chon dé)
hay Parinispanna (Vién thanh thuc) (68).

Su tiép xuc cua cac vi Nhat the hiru b véi cac vi Dai thira

Cac vi Pai ching bo c6 thé 1 cac tién phong ctiia Dai thira, nhung 18 rang cac vi Nhat thé hiru
bo céng hién rat nhiéu cho sy 1én manh cua Dai thira, cach nay hay cach khac. Nhu mot diu hiéu cua
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su tiép xtic mat thiét, Subhlti (Tu bd d&) mot nhan vat quan trong cua truyén thong Nhat thé hiru bo
dong mot vai trd quan trong trong tap Prajnaparamita (B4t nha Ba-la-mat). That 1a ky di khi thdy mot
tu si Tiéu thira giai thich 1y thuyét Chon khong (Stnyata), phan nguoc véi gido Iy caa chinh minh. Cho
nén tap Prajnaparamita giai thich sy mau thuin ndy bang cach xem sy thuyét phap cuia Subhuti khdng
phai do s& kién ctia minh ma chiu anh huéng cua chu Phat. Tap Lalita Vistara duoc cac nha Dai thira
cong nhan 1a chan ta chinh xé4c lich sir Phat T va su kién ndy cho thay su lién lac giita Nhat thé hitu
bo va Pai thira, vi theo céc dich gia Trung Qudc, tap Lalista Vistara 1a lich st Phat T theo phai Nhat
thé hitu bo. Pai thira chic chin bt ddu & Nam An, khu vuc ndy ciing 1a trung tdm hoat dong cua nhiéu
chi nhanh phéi Pai chiing bd, nhung Pai thira that sy phat trién & Dong An, va tai chd ndy anh huéng
ciia Nhat thé hiru bo rat manh. Taranatha cho ching ta biét tip Prajnaparamita (B4t nhd Ba-la-mat)
dugc Manjurl (Van Tha Su Loi) thuyét dau tién ¢ Odivisa (Orissa) (69). Dia diém nay tuy khong phai
la trung tdm chinh cua phai Nhét thé hitu b nhung & gan khu vic chiu anh hudng cua bd phai ndy.
Chung ta d4 thay Dhitika truyén ba dao Phat Nhat thé hitu bd & Kamarupa va Pundravardhana 1 bién
giéi cuc dong khu vire anh hudng cta phai Nhat thé hiru b. Nhung dja diém tiép xtic c6 két qua nhat
giita cac vi Nhat thé hiru bo va cac vi Dai thira 13 & Nalanda, dia diém ndy tré thanh trung tdm chinh
ctia Dai thira va 1a dia diém hoat dong cua Ngai Nagarjuna (Long tho).

Cé4c vi Pai ching b chinh thudc phai Tiéu thira

Nhu vay chung ta théy ré“mg cac vi Nhat thé hitu bo cling chiu trach nhi¢ém vé su 16n manh cua
phai Dai thira nhu cac vi Dai chung bd. Ngodi nhitng bién thuyét vé dirc Phat, cac vi Dai ching bd
khong duoc xem 1a c6 dong gop thém gi cho sy 16n manh cta Dai thira. Rat ¢6 thé tap Prajnaparamita
(Bat nha Ba-la-mat), theo truyén thuyét Ty Tang, thudc phai Purvasaila, dd cong hién nhiéu cho triét
ly Pai thira, nhung ching ta khong biét gi dén tip Prajnaparamita dy. Tir ban tuong trinh cua
Vasumitra vé gido 1y Dai chung bo va tir nhitng cudc thao luan ghi chép trong tap Kathavatthu vé gido
ly ctia Pai chiing bo, chiing ta khong thiy c6 dic tinh Dai thira gi ca. Nhu Dai ching bd néi vé:

1) Nam hay sau ViJnanakaya (Thirc than), khac v6i Thuong toa bo va Nhét thé hiru bd vé cong
nang cua cac can.

2) Bbn hay tam Tiéu thira Thanh dao va Thanh qua, tip kathavatthu c6 thém:Pai chung bo cho
rang cac vi A-la-han van con Avijja-Vicikiccha (V6 minh nghi) vi cac vi nay khong biét duoc nhimg
van dé thudc vé Phat gioi (Buddhavisaya).

3) Su can thiét sir dung (Prayoga) Tri tué (Prajna) dé trir kho va hudng lac, mot trong nhiing
gido ly quan trong cta cac hoc phai Tiéu thira (70).

4) Samyagdrsti (Chéanh kién), Sraddhendriya (Tin cdn) (71) khong thudc thé tuc (Laukika), tap
Kathavatthu thém ring cac vi Dai chung bo cho ring gia va chét khong thudc thé tuc Laukika va xut
thé (Lokiya), vi ching thudc Aparinipphanna (V6 vi) va su gia va chét caa cac phap thé xuit ciing
thudc xuét thé (72).

5) Samyaktva-niyama (73) hudng dén chanh kién va su diét trir cac kiét str (Samyojana).

6) Btrc Phat giang phap theo nghia Nitartha (74).

7) Cac phap Asamskrta (V6 vi) c6 dén 9 phap, khong phai ba nhu cua Nhat thé hitu bo.

8) Cac Upaklesa (Phién nd0), Anusaya (TUy mién) va Paryavasthana.

9) Khong c6 cac phap qua khir va vi lai, trai voi 1y thuyét ciia Nhat thé hiru bo.
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10) Khéng c6 Antardbhava (Trung 4m than), chdng v&i 1y thuyét Nhat thé hitu bo va
Sammitiyas.

Theo nhiing diém ké trén va mot vai diém trong tac pham ciia Vasumitra va tap Kathavatthu,
chung ta khdng tim thay nhiing dic tinh Dai thira gi. Ciing trong tdp Mahvastu, nhiing doan giai thich
vé Tir dé, Iy Duyén khoi va ly Vo thuong, kho va vo ngd khdng vuot khoi gigi vuc Tiéu thira. Nhiing
dau vét Dai thira trong gido 1y Pai chung bo nhu sau:

() Cac gia thuyét vé& cac dic Phat xem cac dirc Phat 13 xuit thé (lokottara), khong co
Sasravadharma (hiru 14u phap), diy du sic than (Rupakaya) (75), Prabhava (ning luc) va Ayu (tudi
tho) vo bién, cd thé sdng khong can nga hay nim moéng, ludn ludn trong tinh trang thién dinh, khong
giang bang danh tir hay bang 101, ddy du Ksanikacitta (Sat-na tdm = hiéu tit ca phap trong mot Sat-na)
V.V...

(1) Quan niém vé Bo4-tat nghia 1a céc vi Bo-tat khdng sinh va khong Ion trong miu thai nhu
ngudi thudng. VAo miu thai voi tim than sang sudt khong bao gio chira chap nhitng tu tudng, cam
giac vé duc lac, han thu hay 1am hai, va chiu tho sanh vao ha gidi vi lgi ich cho chiing sanh.

Nhitng gia thuyét vé dirc Phat nhu vay nhiéu hay it ciing twong xtng voi quan diém dai ching
b vé doi sdng cua dirc Thich Ca Mau Ni. Cac vi Dai chung bo khong cong nhan tit ca chiing sanh s&
thanh B-tat va cudi cling s& thanh Phat. Quan niém vé bon Carya (hanh) va 10 Bhimi (Dia) cua phai
Xuit thé bd c6 hoi thién vé Dai thira. Chét liéu Dai thira hinh nhu khéng c6 bao nhiéu trong giéo ly cua
Dai chiing bd. Nhu vay, Pai ching bo hoan toan thudc Tiéu thira, trir quan diém vé dic Phat ¢ hoi sai
khac.

Nay ching ta cd thé tuyén b tom tit lich sir dao Phat trong giai doan thir hai nhu sau:

- Bao Phat khong con la mét, nay dao Phat da chia thanh ba hoc phai chinh la: Thuong toa bo,
Nhét thé hitu bo va Dai chung bd, Thuong toa b ¢ lai Vc‘)ng dai trung tim An D9, 1am cho dija vi c?a
minh manh hon & Avanti; tai day Mahakaccaya xay dung nén tang dao Phat, va tai chd ndy, mahinda
dugc giri di Tich Lan dé truyén ba dao Phat Thuong toa bd. Nhit thé hitu bo ciing & Trung An vdi
trung tdm hoat dong & Matahura va Kashmir, dia diém dau do Upagupta sang 1ap, dia diém thir hai do
Madhyantika - Dhitika, ké vi cua Upagupta va Madhyantika truyén ba dao Phat rt rong réi ¢ Bic An,
gom co6 Tukhara phia Tay Bic, Malava va Odivisa (Orissa) va Kamarupa vé phia Dong, Pai chung b
dit trung tAm & Vesali va co dd dé rai rac khip Bic An, nhung duogc thinh hanh & phuong Nam. Tém
lai, dao Phat trong thoi dai ndy duoc truyén ba khip Bic An va mot phan & Nam An.

- Hoang dé A-duc cha trong dac biét dén dao Phat, nhung khong gitp d& mot hoc phai nao
riéng biét. Dhamma (Phap) dugc cac bia ky dé cap dén phan 16n c6 tinh chat dao dic va thiéu mau sic
dic biét cia mot hoc phai nao hay cua dao Phét vé sau. Vua khuyén khich mot doi song tai gia chan
chinh hon 13 ddi séng cia mot vi xuét gia hay an si. Tuy vy Vua kinh trong va ung ho cac vi tu si va
an si. Sy cha y dic biét ctia cac vua chtia nhuw Minara va Imhasa d3 gilp d& rat nhiéu dé dao Phat dugc
truyén bé ra ngoai nudc An Do.

- Sy lién hé giira cu si va Tang gia khong c6 nhimg thay ddi 1 rét so sanh véi giai doan trude,
nhung cac hang cu si dugc chu trong dic bi¢t hon véi su cd géng phé thong hoa dao Phat, nho cac
Jalaka va Avadana va nho dé cao cac hanh Ba-la-mat cho hang cu si thiy.
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- Sur bién tap cac Jataka va Avadana dugc nhan manh va nhing ai doc, viét, v& khic ching du?c
xem 1a duoc nhidu cong duc ton gido. Diém nay duoc quin chung cu si tan thanh va xem 1a ngudn goc
gat hai nhiéu cong dirc. Két qua 1a c6 nhiéu thach tich diéu khic dugc cham trd va chi co mot sé duge
gin giit & Sanchi va Bharaut. Cong dirc pho thong héa dao Phat bang Jataka va Avadana truéc hét 1a do
Nhét thé hitu bo, sau mé&i dén Thuong toa bo.

- Su phan loai chin b kinh (Navangas) dugc tang thém thanh 12 b kinh Dvadasanga, cong
thém Nidana, Avadana va Upadesa. Du cho cac tap Jatakas thanh mot bd trong chin bd kinh, chung
khéng thanh mot nén vin hoc riéng, nhung duoc nhap trong cac bai kinh duoc xem 1a do dirc Phat va
cac dé tir cuia Ngai thuyét giang.

- Doi sbéng dirc Phat bat dau khong phai tir khi Siddhartha xuit gia ma tir 101 phat nhuyén
(pranidhana) cia Ba-la-mon Sumedha (Thién Tué) va su du doan (Veyya-Karana = tho ky) ctua dac
Phat Nhién Pang.

- Céc gi4o 1y can ban vin tuong ty nhu trong giai doan trude véi mot vai thay doi nho, nhu 1a
thém Stinya (Khéng) vao ba phap an V6 thuong, Kho, V6 ngd va thém sau Ba-la-mat vao ba muoi bay
phap tro dao.

- Mét vai thay ddi can ban duoc thanh hinh trong gido 1y cua cac hoc phéi dugc phat trién trong
giai doan nay. Nhu Nhét thé hitu bd bt dau ly thuyét thyc tai ludn cua ching, vé sy hién hiru cta qua
khtr, hién tai va vi lai v.v... ; cOn Dai chung bd quan niém dirc Phat nhu héa than va chdp nhin quan
niém vé Bo-tat.

- Muc dich cta doi séng van 1a A-la-han qua va Doc giac qua ddi véi Thuong toa bd, con Nhat
thé hitu bd thém vao Chanh dang giac.

- Quan niém Niét ban 1a Sukha (Lac), Santa (Tinh) khong thay doi bao nhiéu. Nhat thé hitu bo
va Dai chiing bd phan 16n dong quan diém v6i Thuong toa bd (76). Nhung gido 1y thyuc tai ludn cua
Nhét thé hiru bd khién gido su Stcherbatsky giai thich Niét ban nhu mét trang thai cudi ciing khong co
sinh ménh.

- Su phat trién cta vin hoc Abhidhamma xay ra trong thoi ky ndy. Vi cac hoc phai chinh c6
nhitng trung tdm hoat dong tai nhiéu dia diém khac nhau & An Do, nén su phat trién van hoc
Abhidhamma cutia tirng hoc phai doc 1ap vdi van hoc Abhidhamma ctia cac hoc phai khac. Su kién nay
giai thich sy sai khac qua nhiéu gitra van hoc Abhidhamma cua Thugng toa by vdi van hoc tuong
duong ctia Nhat thé hitu bo.

- Quan diém vé Bd-tat, cac hanh Ba-la-mét va muc dich Phat qua 1a nhimg du vét Dai thira doc
nhét trong gido 1y cua Dai chung bd, Nhit thé hiru bo va nhimg chi phai cta chung.

THOI KY THU BA (100 TCN dén 300 SCN): NHUNG BUOC DAU CUA BDAI THUA

Trudce khi xac dinh khoang thoi gian Pai thira dugc xuét hién, chung ta can phai nhan thure 10
nhitng dic tinh cua Dai thira sai khac voi Tiéu thira. Noi mot cach tong quat, Dai thira duoc lién hé
tuong quan véi:

- Quan niém Bo-tat
- Su thuc hanh cac hanh Ba-la-mat

- Sur phat trién Phét tim
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- Muoi tang bac (bhimi = dia) cta sy tu hanh ching qua

- Muc dich Phat qua

- Quan diém vé Trikaya (Ba than) va

- Quan diém vé Phap khong (Dharmastinyata) va Dharmasamata hay Tathata (Chon nhu).

Cac nha Pai thira ty xem minh rat dic biét vi da cd gang diét trir ca hai phién ndo chudng va s&
tri chudng, nhd ching ca nhan khong va phap khong. Tiéu thira chi chimg duoc nhan khong, chi trir
diét dugc phién ndo chudng. Nhu vy cac vi Tiéu thira chi giai thoat khoi cac phién nfo va binh dang
VGi cac vi Dai thira trén phuong dién ndy, nhung thiéu chon tri nhu Dai thira quan niém nghia 1a Phép
khong, vi khong diét trir dugc so tri chudng.

Tuy vay, cac nha Tiéu thira khong cong nhan sy thip kém vé phuong dién Jnana (Tri) vi quan
niém rang sy diét trir Avidya (VO minh) hay su chimg dat chon tri 1a phuong dién doc nhat dé giai
thoat va cac vi A-la-han ciing chimg ng6 chon tri nay nhu cac duc Phat. Cac vi A-la-han dugc cac tap
Pali n6i dén 1a chung dugc Chanh dang giac. Tuy vy cac vi ndy ciing cong nhan chu Phat vi cong duc
vi tri diic biét (gotra = giong toc) chimg duoc mot sé kha ning va than luc, ké ca toan tri, vuot trén kha
nang cac vi A-la-han. Day 14 vi tri tuong ddi giita cac vi Tiéu thira va Dai thira.

Néu chung ta tim hiéu cac giai doan phat trién cua Tiéu thira, chung ta khong khoi nhan xét mot
vai dic tinh riéng biét cta Dai thira d8 dugc dé cap trong nhitng giai doan cudi clng cua Tiéu thira,
nghia la:

- Quan niém vé Bo-tat;

- Su thuc hanh cac hanh Ba-la-mat;

- S phat trién Phat tm;

- Muc dich Phat qua; va

- Quan niém hai than tirc 1a Rupa (hay Nirmana), Kaya (Sic than hay hoa than) va Dharmakaya
(Phép than). Quan diém sau khac han v6i quan diém Dai thira (77).

Nhu vay, mudn chic chan vé thoi dai xuat hién ctia Dai thira ching ta can phai tim dén thoi
gian khi quan niém Phap khong va Phap than duoc gidi thiéu lan dau tién.

BAN DAI THUA

Véi sy nhan xét con duong phat trién trong giai doan trude, ching ta thiy 6 cac nha Tiéu thira
hodc mudn phd thong héa dao Phat hay dé hang cu si cha tim vao nhiéu hon nita, va chap nhan gido 1y
ciia minh, quan niém Bo-tat va sy thyc hanh céc hang Ba-la-mat. Muc dich nay duogc thuc hién nho su
xuat hién mdt vin hoc mdi, van hoc Jataka va Avadana. Vi Jataka chi noi dén tién than duac Phat,
chung ta phai tim trong tac phim Avadanas, vé su xuat hién ctia quan niém Bo-tat va su gidi thiéu mot
ly tuéng cho hang cu si. Muc tiéu ciia Avadana 1a néu rd nhu thé nao cac tin d6 hy sinh tit ca, cho dén
doi séng cua minh, dé thuc hién cic hanh Ba-la-mat, khong phai vi nhitng khoai lac thé tuc hay chu
thién ma chi cbt chimg duogc chanh giac voi muc dich ctru chiing sanh thoat khoi dau kho (78).

Tap Divyanadana, nhu d4 thdy, néi dén sy phat nguyén thanh Phat. Ciing viy, ching ta doc
trong tip Mahavastu (79) vé cac tin d6 phat Phat tAm va phat nguyén thanh Phat, véi ctr chi gian di, 18
bai cac thap hay ciing dudng phim vat cho cac thap. V& phai Nhit thé hiru b, luan tac ctiaVasumitra
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no6i dén (1) sy ddng ding vé su giai thoat ctia dirc Phat, Thanh vian va Duyén giac Phat; (2) vé ba Thira
(Yana); va (3) vé Bo-tat van con giit dia vi pham phu Prthagjana cho dén khi budc vao
Samyaktvaniyama (con duong dua d?n Chanh tri (80). Tap Mahavastu ciing néi dén sy c6 mit ciia ba
Thira (81) va nhimng con dudng, nhiing phuong phap ma mot vi Bo-tat phai theo. Tap nay noi dén bon
Carya cua vi Bo-tat va 10 Bhumis (dia), nhung quan niém vé Bhuimi, nhu s& noi dén sau (82) rét it co
lién hé dén 10 Bhumi cua tdp DasabhUmikasutra, trir hai dia vi dau. L& di nhién, ching ta c6 thé xem
quan diém vé Bhumi cua phai Lokottaravada 1a hot gidng cho su phat trién vé sau cua quan diém Dai
thra.

Nhu vay, cac tip Avadana, mot sang tac cia Nhat thé hitu bd, néu rd mot giai doan phat trién
méi trong Bo-tat thira thudc Tiéu thira. Phai Lokottaravada cua Dai chung bd con phéat trién hon Nhat
thé hitu bd véi su dinh nghia cta bon Caryas, nghia 1a Prakrticarya (Ty tanh hanh), Pranidhanacarya
(Nguyén hanh), Anulomacarya (Thuan thir hanh) va Anivartanacarya (Bat thdi hanh) (83). Carya dau
no6i dén nhing thyuc hanh so bo cua vi Bo-tat khi con la Prthagjana (Pham phu), Carya thir hai n6i dén
su phat trién cua BO dé tam, Carya thir ba, sy tién bo thir 10p cta vi Bo-tat cho dén dja thw sau va
Carya tht tu noi dén su thuc hanh bén bhimis cudi. Tir ddy mot vi Bo-tat khong con thdi lui va cudi
cuing ching Bo dé qua. Nhu vay, su ching qua Bd dé dugc xem 12 mot trong nhitng muc dich cta Tiéu
thira. Do 1y do ndy, chling ta thiy tap Kosa ban dén 34 sat-na can thiét dé chimg Bo dé (84) va nhimg
van dé khac 1ién hé dén Phat qua, va nhitng tac pham Tiéu thira (85) n6i dén mot vai hanh Bo-tat va
nhitng danh tir triét hoc nhu sunyata (khong), dharmadhatu (phap giéi), dharmakaya (phap than),
tathatva (chon nhu) du khong bao ham y nghia Pai thura gi.

Véi nhitng su kién ndy, chiing ta c6 thé chip nhén rang, trudc khi Dai thira xuét hién véi sy giai
thich m&i mé vé nhimg 16i Phat day, dua dén mot nghia méi vé sunyata, dd c6 mot Bo-tat thirathude
Tiéu thira va thira ndy c6 thé duoc goi 12 ban Dai thira hay Dai thira so sanh. Ban Dai thira ndy chi néi
dén 6 hanh Ba-la-mat va nhiing than luc, tri luc dic biét ctia chu Phat. Ban Dai thira nay chua biét dén
Advaya Advaidhikara (Thyc bat nhi bat s& kha nhi), Dharmasunyata (phap khong) hay Tathata (chon
nhw). Sau hanh Ba-la-mat thudc Tiéu thira gi6i ciing duoc dé& cap dén trong tip Dasabhumikasutra
(86). Trong kinh nay ciing nhu trong cac tac pham khac néi dén cac Bhumi. 10 Bhumi duoc chia 1am
hai phan, 6 Bhumi dau dua vi Bo-tat chimg duoc Pudgalastinyata (nhan khdng) hay n6i mét cach khéc,
chan Iy nhu cac vi Tiéu thira quan niém, va bén Bhumi sau cung dwa dén sy chimg ngd
Dharmasunyata (phap khong), chan ly nhu cac vi Pai thira quan niém. Nhu vay, nhitng giai doan thyc
su Pai thira bt dau tir Dia thir bay. Nhung tdp Dasabhimikasutra cho ching ta biét ring 6 Ba-la-mat
dugc mot vi Bo-tat hoan thanh trong sau Bhumi dau. Nhu vy, chi mot sy thuc hanh 6 hanh Ba-la-mat
khéng 1am mét nguoi tro thanh Pai thira, nhung ching ta phai cong nhan rang Pai thira dya trén 6
hanh Ba-la-mat 1am chan dung vé phuong dién thuc hanh. Nhu tdp Prajnaparamita d4 noi, dac Phat
thuyét phap lién hé dén 6 Ba-la-mat (87) va tip Madhyamakavatara néi rang Dai thira khong nhimg chi
day stinyata ma con day paramita va bhami v.v... (88).

Cubi cling, quan niém vé nirnimitta (v tudng) va nihsvabhava (v tanh) néu rd nhing dic tanh
ciia mot vi Bo-tat chimg dat duogc trong bon bhumi cudi cing (89), hai quan niém nay khong duoc tac
gia tap Mahavastu biét dén, vi vi ndy khong thé ké duogc nhitng dic tanh ching ngd trong bon bhumi
cudi. Nhu vay, ching ta co thé két luan réing dao Phat budc vao giai doan ban Dai thua rat sém, néu
khéng phai trong thoi vua A-duc, it nhat ciing lién sau tridu dai ciia Vua nay.

Ngay gio tap Prajnaparamita dwogc bién soan
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Quan niém méi Pai thira vé sunyata dugc giang 1an dau tién trong tap Prajnaparamita va do do,
ching ta phai ¢6 gang xac dinh ngay dau tién Prajnaparamita duoc ra doi. Co truyén thuyét Tay Tang
cho riang chi nhanh PUrvasaila va Aparasaila c6 tip Prajanaparamita viét bang tiéng Prakrit (90). Rt
tiéc khong co tai liéu ndo thém nita vé van dé ndy. Taranatha cho ching ta biét, lién sau khi triéu dai
vua Mahapadma Nanda, mét vi vua tén la Candragupta song & Odivissa (Orissa) (91). Manjuri dén tai
nha vua nay dudi hinh thic mét vi Ty kheo va giang day giao 1y Pai thira. Phai Sautrantika xac dinh
loi day 4y 1a tip Astasahasrika Prajnaparamita, con hoc phai Tantra cho 13 tip Tattvasangraha (92).
Ching ta c6 thé bo qua mot bén truyén thuyét cta hoc phai Tantra vi nhiing tai liéu trong tap
Tattvasangraha, va chd trong dén truyén thuyét Sautrantika cho rang tip Astasahasrika Ia tac phim
sém nhat chta dung gidgo 1y Dai thira. Néu ching ta so sanh ndi dung ba tip Astasahasrika,
Pancavimsatisahasrika va tap Satasahasrikd, ching ta s& thay ring tap Astasahasrika la tdp som nhat
trong ca ba tip va duoc bién soan vao khoang thé ky thir nhat truéc Cong nguy@n.

Nhirng ti liéu dia duw vé ngudn goc Dai thira

Khong chi trong dén tridu dai cac vua chiia va cac tai liéu khac do Taranatha dé cap t6i, chung
ta c6 thé, voi su dé dit can thiét, str dung mot vai 11 tuyén bd ciia vi ndy V& sy phat trién trong lich sir
Cua ton gido, sy phan phéi dia du cua cac hoc phai va su thura ké cac t6 su tai nhiéu trung tdm sai khac.
Taranatha néi rang, theo mét truyén thuyét 500 vi Bo-tat (93) tham du ky kiét tap Jalandhara cua
Kanishka va trong thoi gian ndy, Dai thira xuit hién va dugc cac vi tu si dd chung duoc
Anutpattikadharmaksanti (v6 sanh phap nhan) (94) thuyét giang. Gido diéu ndy 12 mot dic tinh cia cac
nha Dai thira va c6 thé 14 mot su phat trién cua thuyét Anutpadajnana (vo sanh tri) Tiéu thira (bat sanh
cta cac lau hoic, khong con sanh tir luan hoi), va Ksayajnana (lau tan trf) (95) nhung & day khong co
mot ¥ nghia Dai thira gi ca. N6i dén sy xuat hién ctia mét hang tu si goi 1 Bo-tat trong thoi ky kiét tap
Kanishka ciling c6 y nghia, vi ching ta doc trong tdp Divyavadana su hién hiru ctia mot loai tu si goi 1a
Bodhisattvajatika voi goi y hang tu si nay khong duoc cac nha Tiéu thira tan thanh cho lam (96).

Taranatha ndi Ién sy kho khan ctia minh khi xac nhan sy hién hitu cua mot loai tu si goi la Bo-
tat tai ky kiét tap Kanishka. Ngai cho ching ta biét thém, khoang thoi dai vua Kanishka, Ba-la-mén
Kulika xt&r Saurastra moi Sthavira (thuong toa) va A-la-han Nanda, sinh truéng & Anga va hiéu gido 1y
Dai thira, dén giang gido 1y méi (97). Chung ta dé y dén danh tir Sthavira va Arahanta, hai danh tir nay
chtng t6 Nanda 1& mét tu si Tiéu thira va hiéu gido Iy Dai thira. Taranatha néi dén cac tu si ching duogc
Anutpattikadharmaksanti (vd sanh phap nhan), dién giang Dai thira; nhu vay 14 ¢6 mot hang tu si Tiéu
thira thuyét phap truyén ba giao Iy Dai thira (98). Su lién hé gitta Odivisa voi su khdi nguyén cua Pai
thira va vi tu sT Nanda véi Anga khién chung ta phai tim ngudn gdc ctia Dai thira tai mot chd ndo vé
phuong Dong. Mot doan duoc tim thdy trong moi tip Prajnaparamita mot phan nao da ung ho 101 tuyén
bd ctia Taranatha. Poan ndy ndi rang gido 1y Dai thira phat sanh vé phia Nam (Daksinapatha), di qua
cac xir phia Dong (Vartanyam) (99) va thinh hanh phia Bic. Nhu vay, 10i tuyén bd ndy cua cac tap
Prajnaparamita duoc viét 18n khi tap nay dang duoc bién soan ¢ phuong Bic, sau khi Dai thira d8 duoc
truyén ba manh & noi day.

Ching ta c6 thé xac chimg 10 tuyén bd ndy véi truyén thuyét Tay Tang nodi dén sy c6 mit cua
tap Prajnaparamita bang thd ngir Prakrit, thudc cac hoc phai Saila, trung tim cta nhimg hoc phéi nay
thugc Nam An (quan Guntur). Rat c6 thé, tip Prajnaparamita ndy ham chira nhimg hot giéng gido 1y
Dai thira. Rdi dia diém duoc thay doi qua phuong DOng nhu Taranatha da dé cap dén o trén. O day,
cling can ghi thém, Nalanda 12 mot trung tim sdm nhat, 1a kho tang chira gitr gido 1y Pai thira va sau
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nay tré thanh cin ct diém ctia Nagarjuna. Nhu vy, rat co thé Pai thira sinh truong ¢ phuong Nam
khoang thoi gian trude Kanishka, tré thanh mot hinh thirc Phat gido dugc cong nhan dudi thoi dai Vua
nay, nghia 1a bit dau ky nguyén khi dit dugc trong tdm ¢ phuwong Dong, réi tir tir truyén ba 1én phuong
Béc dé duogc phat trién ruc r& huy hoang duéi sy 14nh dao ctua Nagarjuna. O phuong Nam, Dai thira
tiép tuc duoc hung thinh , vi trong tip Gandavytiha c6 ndi dén Manjusri bt dau tir Jatavana (Ky vién)
dé di trong xr Daksinapatha, dén tai Maladhvajavyuha caitya, tai thanh phd 16n Dhanyakara (100), tai
day co rat nhiéu tin do. O day Manjusri thuyét phap khién cho Sudhanu, con mét vi chii ngin hang rat
gidu, phat Bo dé tim va day Sudhanu di dén Sugrivaparvata trong xt Ramavartta (ciing trong
Daksinapatha) dé hoc Samanta bhadra bodhisattvacarya (Phd hién Bo-tat dai nguyén). Sudhanu du
hanh trai qua nhiéu x& dé tim chan 1y va cudi cung dén tai Dvaravati. Sau khi da hoc tat ca nhimng gi c6
thé hoc dugc & Nam An, Sudhanu di d¢én Kapilavastu va du hanh qua nhiéu nudc (101) & phuong Bic.
Ciing trong tdp Manjusrimilakalpa (102), Dhanyakataka, Sriparvata va mot sd dia diém khac ¢
Daksinapatha duoc d& cap dén va néu rd dao Phat dugc hung thinh tai nhitng chd ndy. Nagarjuna sanh
& Vidarbha (Berar), ciing trd ¢ phia Nam va séng nhitng ngdy cudi cing & Sriparvata (hién tai 1a
Srisailam) (103). Ariyadeva (Thanh thién) ciing tir Nam An dén, Naga mot dé tir khac ciia Nagarjuna
cling vay.

Nhu vay hinh nhu Nam An khéng nhiing chi 1 chd sinh trudng cta Dai thira ma ciing 1a chd
sinh truéng ctia nhiéu nhin vat quan trong da tac thanh Dai thira duoc dia vi hién c6 vao thé ky thi hai
va thir ba sau Coéng nguyén. Nién dai ctia Aryadeva va Naga dugc ghi vao khoang dau thé ky thi ba
(200 - 225) va Nagarjuna song trudc khoang vai muoi nam (104). Su huy hoang cua Nagarjuna voi hé
thdng triét Iy cuia Ngai 1am lu mo hinh anh vi dai ciia Maitreya, vi sang 1ap truyén thong ctia hoc phai
Yogacara cho dén thoi dai Asanga (Vo trude), vi ndy dit cac tic pham cua Maitreya 1én hang dau va
danh cho hé thng triét hoc ndy mét dia vi rat cao quy.

Noi dung cic tac pham Dai thira sém nhit

Hai thé ky dau sau Cong nguyén chtng kién sy xung dot gitta Dai thira va Tiéu thira va sy hé
thdng héa gido 1y Dai thira. Cac tic pham dién ta (I& di nhién cd thién léch) sy xung dot nay la
Prajnaparamita, sadharmapundarika, Lankavatara, Dasabhtmikasutra va Gandavyuha rat c6 thé 1a san
pham cua thoi dai ndy, nhung ciing chwa c6 nhitng bang ching cu thé vé nhimg ngay nhat dinh khi cac
tap ndy dugc sang tic. Mot bang chimg doc nhat 12 tridu dai cac tac pham nay duoc dich ra chir Han,
nhung day chi 1 giéi han thoi gian cubi cling ciia cac tap ndy ma théi. Vi khéng cd nhiing tai liéu cu
thé vé gidi han thoi gian sém nhat, ching ta phai dé y dén tinh chit noi dung nhiing tap ndy, néu rd
thoi gian khi cac nha Dai thira dang cb ging phtl nhan gia tri cia nhirg nha Tiéu thira.

Tap Prajnaparamita day nhitg danh tir chuyén mon va hanh vin Tiéu thira v6i muc dich néu rd
lap truong khong vimg manh cia Tiéu thira, nhu thé nao céc nha Tiéu thira bi mé l1am boi nhiing 4o
anh thién can cta t6n gido va su thap kém vé gidc ngd cia hang Tiéu thira, so sanh voi tri tué cua vi
Bo-tat thuc hanh Bét nha ba la mat. Tap Sadharmapundarika tw nhdn 14y trach nhiém néu rd su thién
can cua tri giac Tiéu thira, tuy vy ciing van c6 thé tién trén con duong tu hanh va cubi cling theo Dai
thira dé ching ngd chan 1y. Tap GandavyUha c6 ging dién ta sy phan dau 16n lao ciia mot Bo-tat, su
phan diu vuot ngodi kha ning cua mot vi Tiéu thira dé hoc Samantabhadrabodhi-sattvacarya; Sudhanu
yét kién nhiéu vi Bo-tat, Ty kheo, Ty kheo ni, Uu ba tic, Uu ba di, mdi vi tinh thong mot phan nio
trong hanh nguyén Pho hién va hoc nhimg hanh nguyén tir nhiing vi iy. Tap Dasabhumikasutra, nhu
dé sach néu rd, n6i dén nhimg phuong phap thuc hanh lién hé dén cac bhumi, nhitng giai doan tuan tu
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cia mot vi Bo-tat tién dén Thanh qua. Tap nay ciing khong bao gid bo 15 co hoi dé cong kich cac vi
Tiéu thira va néu rd bon Bhami cudi cing hoan toan vuot ngodi kha nang ciia cic vi Thanh van. Tap
Lankavatara, mot trong nhitng tip cua loai nay duoc dich ra Han vin, c6 trinh bay hé thong tu tudng
ctia phai Yogacara sém nhat, va luén ludn nhic di nhic lai ciing mot dé tai nghia 1a cac nha Tiéu thira
chi dé y dén Svasamanyalaksana (tinh cach dic biét va phat sanh cua sy vat) va khdng biét dén sy
khéng hién hiru cta cic phap. Céac tdc pham Dai thira tiép theo 1a nhimg tac phdm cua Nagarjuna,
Asanga, Aryadeva, Vasubandhu v.v... DU cho muc dich cta nhitng bai ké ctia Nagarjuna 13 dé néu rd
su hién hitu twong ddi cua cac phap va chan ly chi co thé ty minh tu giac ching v6i minh, Ngai ciing
dé cap dén nhitng gido 1y chinh cua hoc phai Tiéu thira va néu rd sy rong tuéch cta ching, dung trén
lap truong moi duge Ngai xay dung 18n. Asanga, tuy thudc thoi dai vé sau nhiéu, ciing khong dé gido
ly Tiéu thira duoc nam yén. Trong tap Sutralankara, Ngai néu 1én dia vi théip kém cua céac vi Tiéu thira
vé kha nang tam linh va sy bat luc cua chung dé chirng ngd su that. Vasubandhu ciing vay, trong tap
Vijnaptimatratasiddhi (Thanh duy thirc), néu thang nhu thé ndo cac nha Tiéu thira van bi chi phdi boi
nhitng ta kién, va muyc dich cua Dai thira 1 diét trir hoan toan nhiing ta kién nay. Nhu vay chung ta
thdy rang, d0 phan 16n céc tai liéu dugc nodi dén thude vé thoi dai sau thoi dai dugc dé cép, ching ciing
gitp chung ta duoc nhiéu tai liéu néu rd sy tranh chip anh hudng giita Tiéu thira va Dai thira.

Tuy vay mot dic tinh cta nhimng 101 cong kich trong nhitng tip ndy chéng cac nha Tiéu thira 12
chung khong ¢ y xuyén tac vi tri ctia cic nha Tiéu thira dé dem phan thang cho cac nha Dai thira. Cac
151 tuy@n b trong cac tap ndy vé cac nhaTiéu thira duge minh ching boi cac tap Tiéu thira sém nhat va
muon nhat. Nhu vay, khong nhitng khong xuyén tac vi tri ctia cac nha Tiéu thira, nhitng tip ndy soi
sang rat nhiéu vé gido 1y Tiéu thira. Cac vi Dai thira thdy khuyét diém cua cac nha Tiéu thira, khong
phai vi nhitng vi nay hiéu 1am 1oi Phat day, nhung nhing vi ndy xem la chan 1y nhiing gi cac nha Dai
thira chua xem 13 chan ly tuyét dbi. Trong chuong tiép, chling tdi s& dé cap dén sy danh gia cac nha
Tiéu thira boi cac nha Pai thira va nhimg 1y do an nip dudi sy danh gia nhu vay.

CHU THiCH CHUONG MOT

1- Khong phai tat ca bai kinh cua tit ca Nikayas, vi nhiéu kinh dugc dem vo vé sau. Tap
Khuddaka Nikaya (Tiéu bd kinh) gdm mét sb it kinh nguyén thiy nhung nhiéu kinh thudc giai doan
sau. Tap Divyavadana ludn luén néi dén bon Agama (A ham), nghia 1a chi c6 bén tdp Agama dugc
cong nhan khi tap Divyavadana dugc tap thanh. Xem Divya. Trang 17, 253, 333. Gido su Bhapat va
Winternitz déu céng nhan cac tap Nikayas gdm nhiéu thanh phan 1dn 16n thudc nhidu thoi dai khéac
nhau.

2- Sanskrit: Mahavastu, Lalitavistara, Divyavadana, Avadanasataka, Asokavadana, Tiéu luan
clia Vasumitra vé cac Tong phai, nhitng doan Sanskrit tim dugc & phia Dong Turkestan va cac mién
phu cén.

Pali: Kathavatthu, Milindapanha, cac tap bién nién sir Tich Lan, Nikayasangraha.

3- Theravada: Suttapitaka = Dighanikaya, Majjhimanikaya, Anguttaranikaya, Samyuttanikaya
va Khuddakanikaya, Sarvastivada: Dirghagama, Madhya-magama, Ekottaragama va Samyuktagama.
4- Theravada: Vinayapitaka, Patimokkha, Mahavagga, Cullavagga, Suttavibhanga va Parivara.

Sarvastivada: Vinayapitaka = Vinayavastu, Pratimoksa-sutra, Vinayavibhaga, Vinayaksudrakavastu va
Vinaya-uttaragrantha.
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5- Theravada: Abhidhamma: Dhammasangani, Vibhanga, Dhatukatha, Puggalapannatti,
Kathavatthu, Yamaka va Patthana.

Sarvastivada: Abhidharma: Sangitiparyaya, Dhatu-kaya, Prajnaptisara, Dharmaskandha,
Vijnanakaya va Prakaranapada.

Céc chi tiét, xem quyén Early History, trang 277 V.v...
6- Nghia 1a trong giai doan thir nhat.

7- Muén so sanh cac ban Sanskrit may man ctia A ham Nhat thé hitu bo véi cac tap Pali Nikaya,
xem Hoernle Manuscript Remains trang 30 v.v... Mudn ddi chiéu tap Pratimokkha ctia Nhat thé hiru bo
V61 tap Patimkkha, Thuong toa bg, xem J. A., 1913, cling xem Levi, J. A 1912 Oldenberg Z.D.M.C,
tap lii, Watanabe Tables of Problems in the Samyukta agama and Samyutta Nikaya (Tokyo, 1926).

8-Xem J.P.T.S., 1904 - 5, trang 60 v.v...

9- Mot bang ching su truong thanh vé sau ctia vin hoc Abhidhamma 13 truyén thuyét chinh
thdng (Athha, trang 28 -32) cho rang duc Phat khong gidng toan bo Abhihamma ma chi giang nhing
Matika (toat yéu). Nhitng toat yéu nay sau dugc Ngdi X4 Loi Phat giang rong ra va thira truyén ngang
qua cac dé tir cho dén Revata. Bang chimg ndy quan trong vi do chinh Ngai Buddhaghosa ndi ra. Ngai
la mot vi tin tuong moi 10i ghi trong kinh déu 1a Phat ngon. Dai chiing bd xem Abhidhamma 1a khong
thudc chinh tang. Xem Early History trang 235. Trong tdp Kosavyakhya (trang 12), Abhidhamma
dugc xem 1a do dirc Phat giang timg phan.

10- Xem Speyer, ti phan cho tip AVA.S, trang V, VL.
11- Attha, trang 26. Sabbampi sagathakam suttam Geyyanti veditabbam.

12- Tattha, trang 26. Sabbe pi acchariyabbhutadhamma patisamyutta Suttanta
Abhutadhammanti veditabbam. Kinh Acchariyab-bhutadhammasutta (Majjhima 111, trang 118 v.v...)
c6 thé xem thudc loai Abbhutadhamma. Ciing xem Mtu 11, tr. 200.

13- Nhu da lam trong Attha, tr. 27 -28.

14- Kinh Mahakaccanabhddekarattasutta (Majjhima 111, s6 133) 1& mot vi du dién hinh vé mot
bai kinh c6 ca gatha va Veyyakarana. Kinh Mahakammavibhangasutta (Majjhima 111, s6 136) 1a mot
loai Veyyakarana. Ngai Buddhaghosa ching minh tdp Kathavatthu ciing 1a Phat ngoén nhu kinh
Madhupindika va cac kinh khac do Ananda, Mahakaccana va cac dai duc khac giang. Ngai bién minh
rang durc Phat chi giang Matika (toat yéu) roi dugc goi 1a Phat ngon. Theo toi, nhitng loai kinh nhu vay
c6 thé phan loai vao Veyyakarana. Xem Attha, tr. 5.

15- Phéi Dai ching bd bac bo Abhidhamma va Jataka khdng thudc vao kinh dién Phat gido.
Hay so sanh véi truyén thuyét Yogacara cho ring trong doan dau doi Ngai, dic Phat giang bon
Agamas, Dharmanusmrtyupasthana, Lalitavistara, Karmasataka, va Avadanasataka, Wassiljew,
Buddhimus, tr. 352. Theo phai Nhat thé hiru bd, mdi tip Abhidharma déu c6 mét tac gia.

16- Kosa VI, 29b. Gido su La Vallee Poussin khién toi cht y dén sy kién 1a 12 bo kinh dugc tap
Vyakhya cia Yasomitra dé cap dén, chir khong phai chinh bo Kosa.

17- Mtu I, tr. 2, 4.
18- Panca, tr. 17.
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19- Xem Speyer s In tro. To the Ava. S . Pali cd tap Apadana néi dén tién than cac vi A-la-han.
20- V& 12 b0 kinh, xem Nanjo s Catologue, s6 1199 (Taisho, tap 31, tr. 586).

21- Xem tu phan cta toi cho tap Panca.

22- Sy vang mit cua cac Parami trong Dasuttara va Sangitisuttanta cua tap Digha rat c6 ¥ nghia.

Danh tir Paramippatto (Majjhima III, trang 28) dugc dung véi y nghia toan thién hon la y nghia
cac hanh Ba-la-mat.

23- Divya. Tr.95, 127, 490; Lal. Vis. Tr.345, 474; Sata. Tr.242.
24- Dasa, tr.63, 72, 81, 94. Cf Mvyut - 34.

25- Xem doan sau, chuong IV, vé 4 loai phat nguyén, xem Mvyut., 80 va P.1.S. Dict Adhitthana
trong tdp Mahavamsa, chuong XVII, S1.46.

26- Divya., tr, 226, 271, 368, 469, 476, 478, 495, 5609.
27- Nhu Cunningham, Oldenberg, Barua, Charpentier.

28- Xem céc chi tiét, Early History., tr. 92, 137 v.v..., 155, 169 v.v... Dr. E. Thomas, Lief of the
Buddha, ban do.

29- Digha Il, tr. 167, As. Res. XX, tr. 316.
30- Digha Il, tr. 167.

31- Mv., |, tr. 197; Jat. | 49. Divya, tr. 21.
32- Mv., |, tr. 197.

33- Muén x4ac nhan gii virc Majjhima Janapada xem S.M. Majundar s Intro. to Cunningham s
Geography, tr. XLiii.

34- Divya, tr. 21: Pundravardhana phia B06ng; Saravati phia Nam; Sthunopasthunaka
brahmanagramas phia Tay; va Usiragiri phia Bic.

35-Watters Yuan Chuang I, tr.308.
36-Tara., tr. 10, 13.

37- Cv., XII, i, tr. 7. Xem Ind. Ant. 1908, Councils ...; Pag Sam Jon Zang, tr. VIII; vé truyén
thuyét Mahisasaka, xem biét chu ciia Wassiljew trong the App. To Tara. Tr. 289 - 290/

38- Theo Cv. (XII, 21). Vi nay da tho dai giéi 120 nim, tirc 12 it nhat gia hon 140 tudi. Pag Sam
Jon Zang (tr. 81) ndi d&én vi ndy tham du ky kiét tap thtr 2, duoc dit dudi sy bao trg ciia Mahapadma
Nanda.

39- Chi tiét xem L.A. 1908.
40- 1.LA. 1908, tr. 4 v.v...; 89 v.v...

41- Taranatha (tr.44) noi dén Sthavira Vatsa ¢4 dem vao thuyét Hiru ngé luan. Taranatha thém
rang Dhitika, ndi nghiép Upagupta, triéu tap mot ky kiét tap tai tu vién Puskarini dé trir Hiru ngd luan
ctia Vatsa va thanh cong, gido hoa dugc cac dd dé cua Vatsa va cudi cling ca Vatsa nita. Sy tich ndy rd
rang noi dén Vatsiputriyas hay Vajjiputtaka, tir chi nhanh ndy khdi 1én chi nhanh Sammitiyas duoc
thinh hanh dudi thoi dai Harsavardhana. Xem Early History, tr. 297 v.v...
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42- Majjhima, Sutta 108; ciing xem Dutt, Early Buddhist Monachism, tr. 141.

43- Attha, tr. 32, Acariyaparampara. Sariputta, Bhaddaji, Sobhito, Piyajali, Piyapalo, Piyadassi,
Kosiyaputto, Siggavo, Sandeho, Moggaliputto Visudatto Dhammiyo Dasako, Somako, Revato (roi &
Tich Lan) Mahindo, Iddhiyo, Bhaddanamo va Sambalo.

44- Tara, tr. 9.

45- Can phai chu ¥ rang su tho gi6i ciia Mahinda c6 lién quan dén tén Majjhantika (rat c6 thé vi
su danh tiéng & Kashmir) vd Mahadeva, vi truyén ba dao Phat & Mahisamandala vi Moggaliputta.
Ciling xem Early History., tr. 260.v.v...

46- Mahavamsa, tr. 54.

47- Truyén thuyét Nhat thé hitu b cho rang Madhyantika truyén ba dao Phat phuong Bic va
Mahavamsa chép rang Majjhantika dugc giri di dé gido hoa Kashmir va Gandhara.

48- Waddell trong J.A.S.B. 1897, pt, i, tr. 76. Proc. A.S.B., 1899, tr. 70. Smith, Early History of
India, 4™ ed, tr. 199.

49- Mahavamsa, tr. 94. Sasanavamsa, tr. 10. C4c chi tiét, xem Smith, Asoka (3rd ed), tr. 44.
Bhandarkar, Asoka, tr. 159 v.v...

50- Ep. Ind, IX, tr. 139, 141, 146.
51- lbid, XI, tr, 211, vé cac dia diém khac ctua Dai chung bg, xem Early History., tr. 241 v.v...
52- Burgess, Amaravati va Jaggayapeta stupas, tr. 100.

53- Annual report of S.I. Epigraphy, 1924, tr. 97; 1926, tr. 70, 6203; 1927, tr. 42 ciing xem
I.H.Q.V, tr.794 -6.

54- Burgess (nhu sb 52), tr. 6; Tara, tr. 73, 81.
55- Mil, tr. 8, 16.

56- Tara, tr. 23. Moi truyén thuyét Nhat thé huir b, Trung Hoa va Tay Tang déu ghi rd Dhitika
ké vi Upagupta.

57- Schiefner goi y 1a Minara = Menander va Imhasa = Hermaios, xem Tara, tr. 23 -24.

58- C6 nbi dén dao Phat duogc truyén ba dén Tich Lan. Krsna dugc xem 1a ¢6 dén Viéng tham
chd nay. Tara, tr. 44.

59- Kala duogc goi 1a Krsnavarna theo truyén thuyét Trung Hoa, xem Samyuktavastu I, tr. 95b;
Tara, tr. 47. Kh6 ma chip nhan 10i tuyén b cuia Taranatha cho ring Sadarsana va Asoka chét cing mot
luc.

60- Tara, tr. 50.

61- E.R.E. s.v. Docetism.

62- Huber truy nguyén 18 Avadanas ctua Divyavadana trong luat tang Nhat thé hiru bo chir Han
(B.E.F.E.O. V, tr. | -37). Ciing xem Levi, T oung Pao, Ser-II (1907), Nhu viy rit c6 thé tap
Divyavadana thuoc Nhat thé hiru bo.
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63- Trong luan tac Vasumitra ciing nhu trong tp Kathavatthu c6 chép rang phai Nhat thé hiru
bo xem céac vi A-la-han c6 thé bi roi khoi qua vi A-la-han. Phai Thuong toa bo khong cong nhan diém
nay va xem céac vi A-la-han ciing thanh tinh nhu dic Phat. Phai Pai ching bo ciing khong dong y voi
Nhét thé hitu bo. Xem Masuda, Origin, tr. 27, Kvu, i, 2.

64- Divya, tr. 226, 271.v.v... Luan tic ctia Vasumitra c6 néi rang phai Nhat thé hitu b biét dén
ba thira. Ngdy gio kiét tip ctia Divyavadana cé thé chdm nhung tip ndy c6 chira nhidu Avadana rat
xua. Nhu vay, phai Nhét thé hitu bd xem Phat qua la mot muc dich cd géng dat dén nhu hai qua vi
khac.

65- Xem doan sau chuong III (b) gido ly Kaya.

66- Lal Vist, tr. 419, Divya, tr. 367. Xem Kosa VI, tr. 163 va VI, tr. 31, tai day Sunya dugc giai
thich véi nghia vo ngé.

67- Can dé y rang Nagarjuna va cac nha Pai thira sdm nhét phan 16n chdng ddi 1y thuyét thuc
tai luan ctia Nhat thé hitu bo.

68- Xem doan sau, chuong III (Dasabhumikasutra).

69- Tara, tr. 58.

70- Masuda I, 31, Prajna va vé Prayaga, xem Mtu, L, tr. 270. Trong sudt tap Mtu, Niét ban duoc
xem |4 tinh lac. Dai thira khong chap nhéan kho lac gi ca.

71- Kvu, XV, 6.
72- Points of Controvesy XV, 6
73- Nghia 1a vi d& chitng nhap Darsanamarga.

74- Masuda op cit. 1, 5, 40. Pay chéng lai quan diém Dai thira xem 101 day cta dirc Phat co hai
nghia Nitartha va Neyyarttha va ciing chong d6i vai Nhat thé hutir bo.

75- Cf Mtu |, tr. 263, Dirc Phat hién ra khip noi. Trong cac tip Nikayas c6 néi dén "Ekopi hut
va bahudha hoti". Digha I, tr. 78. Trong tap Lalitavistara (tr. 100), vi B6-tat hién ra trong tit ca nha do
cac Sakya cung duong.

76- Nhat thé hitu bo xem sy giai thoat cia Thanh vin, Duyén giac va chu Phat giéng nhau.
Masuda, tr. 49. Mahisasaka ciing dong mot quan diém (Masuda, tr. 62). Dharmagupta trai lai khong
ddng y vé diém ndy. Tap Sutralankara cho rang, vé giai thoat, dirc Phat va hang Thanh vin binh déng.
Day ciing 12 y kién cua cac luan Yogacara.

77- Trong tap Mtu, danh tir Sambhogakaya khong néi dén, nhung su dién ta than cua dic Phat
nhiéu khi cho chung ta hiéu theo quan niém nay.

78- Divya, tr. 473,
79- Mtu, tr. 364-365-367. Bodhaya cittam nametva. Tr. 375-477. Bodhim atulyam sprsati.

80- Masuda, tr. 49. Drc Phat va hai Thira khong c6 sai khac vé giai thoat (Vimukti): con duong
(Marga) cta ba Thira lai khac nhau. Doan nay khong cé trong truyén thuyét Tay Tang.

81- Mtu I, tr. 362.
82- Xem sau, chuong IV.
27



83- Mtu I, tr. 46. Lal, Vis, tr. 35.

84- Kosa Il, 44, V1, 21 a-b.

85- Mtu, Il, tr. 357: Stunyatam Santam bhaventi. Samyutta Il, tr. 267; 111, 167.
86- Xem sau, chuong IV.

87- Panca, tr. 7,: Satparamitapratisamyuktam- dharmadesanam Karoti.

88- M. Ava (Le Muséon, VIII, tr. 271). En effet, La doctrine du grand véhicule Nagasamala
enseigne pas non seulement le néant des éléments, mais encore les terres des Boddhisattvas, les vertus
transcendantes (Paramita), les résolutions (pranidhana), la grande compassion etc., mais encore
Papplication du mérite a illumination, les 2 équipements de merite et de savoir et la nature incompré
hensible du dharma (acintya - dharmata).

89- Xem doan trudc.
90- Vassiljew, Buddhismus, tr. 291, n6i dén tap Tay Tang Siddhanta.

91- Tara, tr. 58, Pag sam Jon Zang, tr. 82 ciing néi Pai thira Phat gido bat ddu ¢ Odivisa, sau
thoi dai vua Mahapadma Nanda khong bao lau.

92- M1 in theo bo Gaekwad oriental series.

93- Asvaghosa dugc goi 1a vi Bo-tat trong tip Samyuktaratna- Pitakasutra chit Han (s6 1329,
tap VI, xem Takakusu, Itsing, tr. 1 IX, cf De groot, Le code du Mahayana en Chine, tr. 8: Hai hay ba
ngay sau & tho Pai gidi theo Pratimksa, cac tu si lai tho mot gidi dac biét theo gidi Brahamjalasutra
(Pham v&ng kinh) va tr¢ thanh vi Bo-tat. Xem chuong V.

94- Tara, tr. 61. Lanka tr. 81; Asta, tr. 331: Anutpadajnanakasantiko boddhisattava. Xem sau,
chuong I1I.

95- Xem Kosa, VI, 17, 71. Ksayajnana vai Anutpadajnana tac thanh Bodhi, cling xem Kosa VI,
50, VII, 1, 46, 7.

96- Divya, tr. 261.

97- Tara, tr. 62.

98- CO thé ching, Asvaghosa, tac gia tip Buddhacarita thudc loai Tu si Tiéu thira nay?
99- Asta, tr. 225. V& Vartanyam, xem Trikandasesa 2 hang 12.

100- Rat c6 thé dong v6i Dhanyakataka

101- Nhitng xtr phuong Bic duoc Ngai dén tham 12 Bodhimada va Kapilavastu.

102-... trang 88.

103- Tén cua Nagarjuna c6 lién hé mat thiét voi Dhayakataka, gan ddy c6 Sriparvata va
Nagarjunikunda.

104- Gido su Walleser cho rang khoang dau thé ky tht hai. Nagajuna, Asvaghosa va Aryadeva
dugc xem 1a dong thoi véi Kaniska trong tap I- tsing, tr. Ivii.
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CHUONG HAI
NHAN XET TONG QUAT VE SU LIEN HE GIUA TIEU THUA VA PAI THUA

Trong sudt truong st Phat giao, déng nhét trong khac biét 1a mot dac tinh ndi bat. Mdi hoc gia
hay tin d0 Phat gido, bt clr thoi nao hay chd nao, déu cong nhan dirc Phat day mot con dudng Trung
dao (Madhyama pratipad), gom c6 mot gido 1y tranh xa hai cuc doan: S hién hitu va khong hién hiru,
(1) thudng con va khong thuong con caa thé gidi va van hiru, mot ky ludt tranh xa kho hanh va mot
doi séng duc lac. Khong nghi ngd gia tri gido 1y cua vi Dao su vé hai cuc doan, cac triét gia Phat gido
tim thdy day du ty do dé bién luan vé con duong Trung dao, nhung cac vi nay khong dong chung quan
diém vé mot doi séng ma direc Phat mudn hudng dan moi nguoi theo. Mot s6 ngudi cho rang doi song
éy la do1 séng cua vi tu s nhan thtrc dugc tanh vo thuong cua sy vat g6m ca ty ngd; mot $6 nguoi khac
lai cho riang chinh 1& mét doi séng & trongva ngang qua doi sdng hién tai va nhan thirc dugc riang hoan
toan khdng co sai khac gi gitta minh va moi vat trén thé gidi, hay trong danh tir cac tac phim Dai thira,
gitta Samsara (Luan hoi) va Nirvana (Niét ban). Cho dén cac cong thirc Sarvam duhkam, Sarvam
anityam va Sarvam anatmam (tat ca 1a kho dau, tat ca 1a vo thuong, tat ca 1a vo ngd), ba Phap An
cua dao Phat cling mét gia tri trong con mét cac Phat tir hau thé, cac vi Dai thira. Tuy nhién, Nirvanam
Santam (Niét ban tinh lac) (2) trai lai khong bao gio mat sy hip dan v6i cac nha tu tuong dao Phat.
Hau hét cac vi nay déu xem Niét ban 12 Santa (Tinh lac) (nghia 1a khdng bi sanh tir chi phdi) vuot
ngoai ngdn ngit van ty va khong sanh khong diét. Niét ban thuong duge dién ta bang nhitng ciu quen
thudc nhu sau:

- Madhyamika Vrtti (3): Aniruddham anutpannam etan nirvanam ucyate. (Niét ban la bat diét
bit sanh), va

- ltivuttaka (4): Atthi, bhikkhave, abhitamakatam asankhatam (Nay cac Ty kheo, co cai bat
sanh, bat tac, vo vi).

Mitc d9 dong y vé quan niém Sunayata

Moi vat 1a vo thuong, moi vat 1a vO ngd, thuong duoc dién ta voi danh tir Sarvam stnyam(moi
vat déu khong) va van dé ndy tré thanh dé tai cho nhing tranh luan sbi ndi gitra cac hoc phai. Nhimng
quan niém bat dong qui tu vao van dé mirc 6 can phai ap dung 1y thuyét thé gidi 1a vo thuong. Cac
nha Tiéu thira tu bang 10ng véi dinh nghia gian di vé Stnya, tuyén bd "vi thé gii khong c6 tuw ngd va
nhiing s& thude cua ngd, nén dugc goi la Sunya (yasma ca sunnamattena va attaniyena va tasma sunno
loko ti vuccati ti). N6i mot cach khac, cac nha Tiéu thira néi rang vi khong cé gi thudng con va ca biét
trén doi ndy, nén doi khong c6 gi chic that ca. Cac nha Pai thira, dic biét 12 cac nha Madhyamikas,
khéng dimng ¢ noi day. Cac vi ndy ap dung quan niém Sunya dén triét dé, va dat dén mot quan niém
Sunyatd khong nhitng vé nhitng doi sdng gia tam, ma ca vé Nhu Lai (5), Niét ban, hay Hu khong
(Akasa). C4c vi nay noi thém, cac dirc Nhu Lai khong nhoc 10ng dé ¥ nhirng danh tir ndy. Dbi voi cac
Vi ay, chiing ciing vo nghia nhu 16i dién ta ty mau thuin sau ddy: "Dua con cia mot ngudi dan ba
khong thé sinh san" (6). Noi dén su khong hién hitu ctia moi vat, cac nha Dai thura thuong viét: "Na
Sunyataya ripam sunyam, nanyatra ripat stinyata, ripam eva sinyata, sunyataiva rupam"” (Sic khong
phai khéng c6 khong, khong khong phai khac sic, sic tirc 12 khong, khdng tic 1a sic) (7).

Diéu dang cht ¥ 1a hinh thirc phd bién vé Sunyata duoc dé cap dén, khong nhitng boi cac nha
Dai thira dau tién trong tap Prajnaparamitd, ma con bai cac nha Madhyamika (Trung quén) (8) va céc
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nha Yogacaras (Duy thirc hoc) (9). Co su cb ging, v6i su gitip d& cia dinh nghia trén, dé giai thich
rang du Sunyata hinh nhu dugc xem 13 Sy triru tugng tuyét d6i cua tat ca Dharma (Phap), chit 4y chinh
la danh tir dé goi Svabhava (tu tanh chan that) ciia cac phap (Dharmas hay dravyas). Sunyata duoc goi
la Dharmat (Phap nhi nhu thi) voi y nghia la Suyat khong phai ra ngoai cac phap hay tirc 1a cac phéap.
Néu ching ta néi Dharmata ra ngodi cac phap, nhu thé ¢ nghia 14 cac phép s& trong khong; va néu
ching ta n6i Dharmata tirc 14 cac phap, cac phap tré thanh nitya (thudng con). Quan niém ndy vé
Sunyata chi méi manh nha chtr khéng xuét hién, dudi mot hinh thirc trién khai & rang trong vin hoc
Pali, trong cac doan nhu:

"Avyakatam maya tam jivam tam sariram”, hay

"Annam jivam annam sariram. Hoti Tathagato param marana; na hoti Tathagato param marana;
hoti ca na hoti ca Tathagato param marana; n eva hoti na na hoti Tathagato param marana" (10)

(Ta khdng giai thich mang séng va than thé 14 mot hay sai khac; Ta ciing khong giai thich sau
khi chét, dirc Nhu Lai c6 ton tai hay khong ton tai, hodc sau khi chét, dtirc Nhu Lai c6 ton tai va khdng
ton tai hay dirc Nhur Lai khong ton tai va khdng khong ton tai).

Nhitng tir ngit ndy, chi duoc dé& cap mot cach so luge trong van hoc Pali voi ham y chi nhing
bac ching qua méi hiéu dugce ¥ nghia dich thuc cua nhimng danh tir ndy. Tuy VAy, cac Phat tir vé sau
dira trén nhimg tir ngit nay, dua ra rat nhiéu gia thuyét. Cac nha Duy thirc hoc x4c nhan rang su that
vuot ngodi tir cu, nghia 1a gidng nhau hay khac hay ca hai hay khong ca hai, tirc 12 phai nay khdg cong
nhan nhitng cdu hoi vé hién hitu hay khong hién hiru. (11). Nhung sy xac nhan ndy khong ngin can
C4c Vi ndy quan niém mot Tathagatagarbha (Nhu lai tang) hay linh hon siéu thoat cia con nguoi vira
chiu sy troi budc ciia nghiép bao. Cac nha Madhyamika qua nghiém khic trong nhiing két luan luan 1y
ciia minh, Xxem bén cu 1a nhilng sy kién khong thé co dugc va moi thao luan vé nhimg vin dé nay
gidng nhu sy thao luan vé "mau da dira con trai cia mot nguoi dan ba khong thé sinh san"; va vi ly do
nay, dtirc Phat khong co cach nao khac hon 1a néi rang nhitng van dé ay 1a Avyakrta (bat kha thuyét)
(12). Tuy vay, ttr ct ndy gilp cac nha Madhyamika xay dung 1y thuyét Stnyata nhu 13 mot nguy@n tic
tuyét ddi vo ngd, va nhu vay vuot ngodi gioi han ctia bon ¢ noi trén.

Sw twong dong vé gido Iy T DE va ly Duyén khéi

DU cho cac nha Tiéu thira va Dai thira khong ddng y nhau vé quan niém Sunyatd, nhung ca hai
déu chap nhan duc Phat c6 giang vé Tk Dé (Aryasatyas) va ly Duyén khoi (Pratityasamutpata) (13).
Bén su that, Dukkha, Samudaga, Nirodha, Marga (Kh, T4p, Diét, Dao) va Pratityasamutpada (Duyén
khoi) d4 tro thanh nhimg danh tir Iy tuong cho cac nha Tiéu thira va khdng can phai giai thich dia vi
quan trong ctia chung trong vin hoc Tiéu thira. Nhung d6i voi nhitng ngudi xem doi hién tai 1a huyén
hoa hay do thirc bién, thoi can phai giai thich Iy do tai sao nhung su that va Iy Duyén khoi lai chiém
Mot dia vi trong gido 1y ctia chung.

Nagarjuna danh hai chuong (14) cho hai vin dé ndy, va bit dau chuong vé Ta Dé, Ngai d4 doan
trude su chi trich ndy va tra 101 rang, néu khong c6 Ta Dé, va ly Duyén khoi, thoi khong c6 Phat, Phap
va Tang, vi chinh nho hai gido 1y ndy ma su that tuyét doi méi chimg dat va vi vy duoc chap nhan
trong gido Iy cta cac nha Pai thira. Theo Ngai, Stnyata khdng phai 12 hu vo ludn nhung 13 nguyén tic
tuyét doi tiém tang trong tat ca, va vi vay, khong c6 lién lac véi thé phap va dung phap; Tt dé va dinh
ly Duyén khai thudc vé thé tuc va nim trong pham vi tuc dé. Cac nha Duy thtrc hoc ¢6 mot quan niém
trong tw. C6 ba hinh thirc cua sy that goi 1a Parikalpita (Bién ké s& chap), Paratantra (tha khoi) va
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Parinispanna (Vién thanh thuc) (15). Quan niém vé Stnyata cta cac nha Duy thirc hoc 1a thé giéi do
Thire bién va ddy thudc Parinispanna (Vién thanh thuc), con Ta dé va ly Duyén khoi thude Y tha khai
va Bién ké s¢ chap.

T6m lai, cic nha Pai thira xem T Dé va ly Duyén khoi 12 nhitng giai doan du bj dé chtng ngd
su that tuyét ddi. Gido 1y Pai thira ra doi dé huong dan chung sanh mé muoi tir vo minh dén tri tué, tr
am u dén anh sang, 1a chinh nho gido Iy Tt dé va Iy Duyén khoi nay.

Du cho ly Duyén khoi bi cac nha Dai thira 1iét vao hang Tuc dé, chiing ta s& thdy gido 1y nay rat
dugc cac vi ndy dic biét chu y. Nagarjuna bat dau tac pham cua minh véi mot luan tac kha dai vé 1y
Duyén khai dé chimg minh rang su sy vat vit ma ching ta nhan thirc, toan c6 gi tri tvong d6i, sanh va
diét do cac nhan duyén va xac nhan rang khi mot nguoi ching ngd nguyén Iy ndy, nguoi ay biét duogc
su that Sunyata (16). Cac nha Tiéu thira va cac nha Dai thira khong dong ¥ nhau vé sy that nhung dong
y rang su that nhu cac vi 4y quan niém, c6 thé giac ngd nhd sy hiéu biét gido Iy Duyén khoi, va vi vay
C4cC tac pham dao Phat, Tiéu thira hay Dai thira (17) déu dong ¥ ring:

Yah pratityasamutpadam pasyati so dharmam pasyati, yo dharmam pasyati so buddham pasyati.

(Ai thay 1y Duyén khoi, ngudi dy thdy Phap. Ai thdy Phap, nguoi Ay thay Phat).

Dinh 1y Duyén khoi qua hip dan ddi véi Phat tir, tat ca thoi va tt ca chd, dén ndi khong nhitng
Tam Tang kinh dién ctia Tiéu thira va Dai thira ma ca dén nhiing bia ky ciing ghi chép:

"Yo dharma hetuprabhava hetum tesam Tathagatam hyavadat. Tesam ca yo nirodha evam
vadimahasramanah".

(Buc Nhu Lai giai thich nguyén nhan cua su vat, sy vat phat sanh tir mot nguyén nhan. Ngai
cling giai thich su diét trir ciia chung. DO la 161 day cua vi Dai sa mon.)

Nhu vay chimg to c6 su dong ¥ hoan toan qua cac hoc phai vé van dé duc Phat giang 1y Tt dé
va ly Duyén khoi. Nhung chling ta phai cong nhéan rang tuy 1y Ta dé, Iy Duyén khai va Vo vi Niét ban
déu dugc tat ca cac hoc phai cong nhan, nhung vi tri cua ching, theo quan diém cua ting hoc phai, lai
sai khac nhau nhu troi vuc. Su that, xung quanh ba nguyén 1y ndy, da phét trién rat nhiéu y kién mau
thudn, nhiéu hoc phai phat sanh, mdi hoc phai c6 ging néu rd quan niém cua minh vé ba nguyén tic
nay 1a dung, cOn quan niém cua cac hoc phéi khac 1a sai lam.

Ekayanata (Nhat thira)

Vi cé4c nha Tiéu thira ty tin minh d4 gin gitr 101 day nguy@n thuy ctia bac Pao su va ra doi trude
cac nha Pai thira, nén c4c nha Tiéu thira nghi khong can thiét phai néu rd nhitng diém tuong dong va
bit déng giita gido 1y ctia minh va gido 1y Dai thira. Nhung cac nha Dai thira nhan thay su sanh sau dé
muon ctia minh va su xa cach ctia minh déi voi vi gido chu, nén phai chi tim xac dinh vi tri cia minh
1a dai dién chan chinh cho Phat gido. Cac nha Dai thira cd ging ching minh ring quan diém chinh xac
cua vi gido chii da bj cac nha Tiéu thira bo qua, va cac Vi nay duoc cac nha Pai thira goi 12 hang Thanh
van (Sravaka) va hang Bdc giac (Pratyekabuddha). Cac nha Pai thira khong phu nhan gia tri chinh xac
ctia nén vin hoc va gi4o Iy Tiéu thira. Nhung cac vi ndy mudn chimg minh 1a dtrc Phat hiéu hét tri 6c
thip kém cua phan 16n dé tir cia minh nén giang giai mot dao Phat bién thé hop véi trinh do hau hét
ctia nhitng dé tir ndy va riéng mot so it dé tr chon loc, dirc Phat méi giang day gido 1y chan thuc cia
minh, va gido ly 4y tirc 12 gido Iy Dai thira. Cac nha Pai thira khong néi rang dtrc Phat c¢6 nhiéu sy thuc
khac nhau.
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Theo cac nha Dai thira, dirc Phat chi day mét va chi mét su that va mot con duong; nhung cac
hang Thanh van va Doc giac chi thay va thuc hanh mot phan ma thdi. Nhitng vi nay khdng bi ngan can
khéng thay su that toan dién va con duong chon chanh, vi nhiéu vi ndy dd duoc nhu vdy, nhd tré thanh
Dai thira, sau khi chirng qua A-la-han hay Doc gidc. Cac nha Dai thira khong tuyén bd c6 hai loai tri
tué (Prajnd), mot danh cho Tiéu thira va mot tri tué khac danh cho Pai thira dé chtng ngd sy that, cho
nén tap Prajnaparamitd, trong nhimg bai ké mo dau, néi voi Prajna (Tri tué) nhu sau:

"Buddhaih pratyekabuddbais ca sravakais nisevita, Margastvam eka moksasya nasty anyati
niscayah - Nguoi 1a con dudng doc nhat di dén giai thoat, khong c6 con dudng ndo khac. D6 1a con
duong cta chu Phat, chu vi Doc giac va cac hang Thanh vin theo giéng nhau".(18).

Céc tap Prajnaparamita dit ning vé su thuc hanh Bat nha Ba-la-mat, va nhiéu khi xem Bét nha
Ba-la-mat 1a su that tuyét dbi. Cac tac pham luu Y trong nhiéu chd rang ca ba Thira déu dugc bao ham
trong Prajnaparamita, va sy thanh twu cua cac vi Bo-tat, Thanh vin hay Doc giac déu tly thudc
Prajnaparamita. Cho nén, theo nhimng tac pham ndy Prajnaparamita 1a Thira doc nhéat dua dén sy that
(19), va Thira ndy gdm ca ba Thira.

Tap Saddharmapundarikasutra (kinh Phap hoa) véi dung ¥ chimg minh Tiéu thira chi 13 nhitng
budc dau tién tién dén Pai thira tng ho tu tudng ndy trong nhitng ciu vin nhu sau:

Ekam hi yanam dvitiyam na vidyate,
Trtiyam hi naivasti kadaci loke.

Yad yana-nanatyupadarsayanti.
Anyatrupaya purusottamanam
Bauddhasya jnanasya prakasanartham,
Loke samutpadyati lokanathah

Na hinayaneda nayanti Buddhah.

(Chi ¢6 mét con duong, khong c6 con duong thir hai, khong bao gio ¢c6 con duong thtr ba &
trong doi. Sy trinh bay nhiéu Thira khac nhau chi 12 mot phuong tién duoc cac vi Thanh nhan 4p dung.
Vi Dao su ra doi chi dé day Phat tri. Ngi chi c6 mot ddi twong, mot muc dich, khong c6 gi khac. Céac
duc Phat khong dung ha thira dé huéng dan chung sanh).

Va & chd khac, kinh 4y lai néu thém: (21)
Sa pasyati mahaprajno dharmakayam asesatah Nasti yanatrayam kincid ekayanam ihasti tu.

Déi v6i Ngai, bac Dai tri, d4 thay duoc Phap than toan dién, chi c6 mot Thira ma thdi, khdng c6
ba Thua).

Nhung vi myc dich cong khai cua tap Saddharmapundarika 1a dé néu rd Thanh vin thira chi 12
mot phuong tién (upaya) cua bac Pao su bay ra dé hudng thuong tin d6, tip ndy nhic di nhic lai chu
dé:

Ekam eva yanam arabhya sattvanam dharmam desitavanto yad idam Buddhayanam
sarvajnataparyavasanam v.v... (22)

(Chi vi mot Thira ma dharma duoc giang day. D6 1a Phat thira dwa dén toan giac v.v).
Muc dich ctia nhirng cau ké nay la dé néu ro réng su that va con duong chan chinh chi 1a mét,

va phuong phap cac dtrc Phat va cac vi Bo-tat thyc hanh cudi cling s& dugc cac vi Thanh vian va Doc
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giac tuan theo. Nhu vay, that sy khong phai c6 ba thira dugc goi 1a Thanh van, Boc giac va Phat thira,
ma chi c6 mdt thira ma thoi va do tire 1a Phat thira hay Dai thura.

Nhirng diém twong dong giira hai thira dwoc cac tic pham Dai thira dé cap dén

Mot s6 tac pham Dai thira ¢b ging chimg minh su phét sanh dong thoi va sy dong nhat cin ban
gitta Tiéu thira va Dai thira bang cach néu rd nhiing diém tuong dong gitta hai thira. Tap
Madhyamakavatara (Tay Tang) dua theo 10i tuyén bd cua Ngai Nagarjuna trong tap Madhyamika -
sutra vé quan diém SUnyata cua Tiéu thira va Dai thira ghi nhan rang: "Chi 1a mot Stnyata, di ¢ nghia
diét tan hay bat sanh" va xem su kién nay nhu 1a mot bang chtng vé sy phat sanh dong thoi cua Tiéu
thira va Dai thira (23). Tap Sutralankara (24) ciing c¢b ging chimg minh rang chi c6 mot thira, khong
hai hay ba va Tiéu thira khong hoan toan sai khac Pai thira, muc dich dé néu rd chi co nhét thira, chinh
|a Dai thira, hai thira khac tly thudc vao thira ndy. Tap ndy néu rd c6 nhiéu van dé twong dong giita
Tiéu thira va Dai thira nhu mot vai vin dé néu sau:

1) Bong mot Dharmadhatu (Phap gidi), nghia 1a cic nha Thanh vin va Bo-tat dong phat sanh tir
mot phéap gidi gibng nhau (Dharmadhatu).(25).

2) Pong nhat vé Nairatmya (VO ngd). Cac nha Thanh vian xac dinh khong co tuy ngl
(Atmabhava). Su sai khac giita cac nha Thanh vin va Bo-tat 1a cic nha Thanh van chi 4p dung vé
Nhan khéng (pudgalasinyata) ma thdi, con cac vi Bo-tat hiéu ca Nhan khong va Phap khong
(dharmasunayata).

3) Dong nhét vé Vimukti (giai thoat). Ca hai Thanh vin va Bo-tat, déu tim dén sy giai thoat cac
phién ndo chuéng (klesa vimukti), cac vi Bo-tat con di xa hon va tién dén sy giai thoat cac s tri
chudng (Jneyavaranavimukti).

4) DU cho ¢6 su sai biét v& Gotra (Chung tanh), c6 nhiéu vi thudc vé Aniyatagotra (Bat dinh
tanh) va trg thanh Dai thira. Hang bat dinh tanh gdm c6 hai loai, hang huéng vé Thanh vin va hang
hudng vé Bo-tat. Hang trén c6 thé bi Dai thira hap dan, con hang sau thi khéng cho phép roi khoi Dai
thira (Samdharanaya) (26).

5) Du cho cac dtc Phat va hang Thanh vin c6 hai Asaya (xu huéng) khac nhau, nhung van c6
diém lién hé. Mot mit cac dic Phat xem minh ddng nhét voi tit ca chung sanh, con mot mit khac
nhitng hang thuéc Thanh vin tanh, truéc khi nghiéng han vé Thanh van thira, s& 1am cé4c thién sy dé
ching duoc Bb dé va cing dm 4p nguyén vong (asaya) dé tré thanh Phat (27). Khong c6 su sai khac
giita cac dtrc Phat va c4c vi Thanh vin vé van dé giai thoat sanh tir. Do vy, sau khi dugc giai thoat,
cac vi Thanh van phat udc nguyén (asaya), nho su nang do va che chd ctia chu Phat, tré thanh nhiing
duc Phat, va cubi cling hai vi wdc nguyén tro thanh gidng nhau va do vay chi c6 nhét thira ma thoi.

6) Dt Phat nhap Niét ban theo Thanh vin thira. Day dé cap dén Dai Niét ban cua duc Phat nhu
quan niém cua cac nha Tiéu thira. C4c nha Pai thira thuong giai thich rang day 1a sy nhap Niét ban hoa
than cua duc Phat that, nhung tac pham nay lai xem d6 nhu 13 mot diém lién lac giira Dai thira va Tiéu
thira.

7) Tinh chit t6i thuong ctia Dai thira (paryantat) nghia 1a khong cd gi vuot xa hon Dai thira, vi
vay Dai thira 1a nhit thira, Thanh vén thira chi 1a con dudng dua dén Dai thira.

Nhitng 1y 1& trén ctia Asanga (V6 trude) dé ching minh nhitng diém twong dong giira Dai thira
va Tiéu thira c6 vé guong ép. Y kién cua Ngai rat r6 rang, Ngai mudn néi chi ¢ nhat thira thoi va ximg
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dang goi thira d6 1a Pai thira va cac nha Thanh vian theo Thanh vin thira dé tién dén Dai thira va thanh
Phat trong tuong lai. Vi sir giai giai thich diém ndy v&i mot doan trich trong kinh Srimalasutra, theo
doan ndy, mot Thanh van trd thanh mot Doc giac va cudi cuing s& thanh Phat (28).

Tap Lankavatara (Lang gia 29) nhan manh hon nita quan diém moi thira 1a mot va giéng nhau.
Tuy vy, quan diém cua tdp ndy hoan toan khac han, vi tit va sy nhan xét déu dya trén lap luan
Yogacara 1a van hiru déu 13 duy thie. Tap ndy mudn xac chimg rang moi thira chung quy 1a mot va s
di duoc xem 14 sai khéc chi vi ching thich hop véi timg hang ngudi, tly thudc véi mire do tién bo cua
minh trong su tién bd vé dao dirc hay tri tué. Tap ndy chép:

Triyanam ekayanam ca aynam va damyaham, Balanam mandabuddinam aryanam ca viviktatam
Dvaram hi paramarthasya vijnaptidvayavarji tam Yanatrayavyavasthanam nirabhase sthite kuath.

(Vi su sai biét giita nguodi ngu, ngudi dan va nguoi tri nén ta ndi dén ba thira, mot thira hay vo
thira nhu 13 cira ngd dé vao Chéan dé. Chan dé khong co hai tuéng (vijnapti). Vi khdng c6 hién tudng
(nirabhase), lam sao lai c6 su phan biét ba thira?).

Dinh nghia vé nhét thira lai cang triét Iy hon khi néi rang (30) su chimg ngd 1y nhit thira co
nghia 1a su diét trir moi vong tudng (vikalpa) bai su nhan thirc hodn toan rang chu thé va di thé chi 1a
vong tuéng. Theo tap ndy, nghia 1y nay duoc duc Phat tim thdy dau tién, va cac vi khong phai Phat tir,
cac hang Thanh vin hay Doc giac déu khong biét duoc. Do dé phai duoc goi 1a Ekayana hay Nhat
thra.

Dai thira khong phai dao Phat nguyén thiy ma chi 1a sy phat trién vé sau va doi dao hon
cua dao Phat

Pung vé phuong dién triét hoc Dai thira, ba thira c6 thé 1a mot, nhung céc nha Luan su triét hoc
vé Ekayanata (nhét thira) khdng bao gio dong mot quan diém voi cac nha Tiéu thira va ding nhing
danh tir khiém nha khinh thi d6i v6i Tiéu thira. Con cac nha Tiéu thira, vang theo 16i day ctia bac Dao
su, assanam na ukkamseti param na vam bheti (khong ti tdn hiy tha), va khéng ghi trong nén vin hoc
ctia minh nhitng 16 chi trich bai xich cac d6i thi. Tuy vay, chung ta khong thé phii nhan, Pai thira tu
cho 12 c6 mét sé dic tinh 1a nguyén tic, do d6 ty xem 13 cao thugng hon Tiéu thira vé mot vai phuong
dién.

Dai thira ¢6 mot nhan quan rong rdi hon, nhin manh dén Maitri (Ttr) va Karuna (Bi) va su ¢
gang hé thong hoa cac su that triét hoc mot cach hoan bi, va tir d6 tu cho ¢6 mét dia vi cao hon cic nha
Tiéu thura. Nhung chung ta phai nhd réng Dai thura 1a mot giai doan tién bod cua dao Phat; sy that Dai
thira 1a mot giai doan vé sau cua tu tudng va ton gido dao Phat, mot két qua cua nén van hoa Phat giao
dai hai hay ba thé ky.

Sy lién hé gitra Pai thira va Tiéu thira d4 duoc tién si Maeda khéo 1éo dién ta nhu sau: "Loi day
ctia dirc Thich Ca Mau Ni 1a hot gidng, 16i day cua Tiéu thira 1a canh va 14, 161 day cua Dai thira 13 hoa
va trai. Mot thoi gian lau sau khi cac hot gidng dd bi che mat, va khi thoi gian d chin mudi, cac trai
cay hién ra." Theo tién s Murakami (31), Pirc Phat chua chic da day Tiéu thira hay Dai thira, vi nhiing
danh tir nay duoc dit ra vé sau. Gido 1y ma duc Phat that su giang day chinh 13 d?0 Phat nguyén thay
va dao Phat nguyén thuy khong phan biét Dai thira va Tiéu thira. Cho dén cac tap Agama cua Tiéu
thira, theo ¥ tién si Murakami ciing khong gin giit nhitng sic thai dic biét cua dao Phat, vi chiing dugc
kiét tap nhiéu thé ky sau dtrc Phat, nhung cac tip ndy chira dung nhiéu dao Phat nguy@n thiy hon cac
Kinh tang khac.
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CAc tién si Anisaki va Chuki Tominaga ciing ddng ¥ rang Dai thira khong c6 phan lich sir truc
tiép lién hé dén dtrc Thich Ca Mau Ni (32).

Nhirng c¢6 ging dé chirng minh Dai thira chinh do Thich Ca Mau Ni truec tiép giang day

Tuy vay c6 mot s6 hoc gia, xua va nay, khéng vui 10ng cdng nhan sy that kho chiu 13 Dai thira
khéng do Sakyamuni truc tiép giang day. Cac vi hoc gia xwa nip dudi nhimg 1ap luin hoc gia dé
chéng lai quan niém ndy, con cac hoc gia hién dai, v6i muc dich tuong tu, dua vao mot sb truyén
thuyét duoc gin gitt trong vin hoc Nhat Ban va An Do.

I) Asanga (V0 truérc):
Asanga trong chuong dau cua tap Sutralankara (33) dwa ra nhimng 1ap luan nhu sau:

- "Néu that sy Dai thira khong do dtrc Phat giang day va duoc tao ra (utpaditam) bi mot sb
ngudi, trong mot thoi gian vé sau, nhu viy Dai thira tré thanh mot nguy co (antardya) cho chanh phap
(Saddharma). Néu vdy Dai thira 18 ra phai duoc dirc Phat bao trude nhu 13 mot trong nhirng nguy co
ma ton gi4o caa Ngai c6 thé mic phai trong tuong lai (anagala-bhayas) (34), nhung dirc Phat lai khong
dé cap dén. Hinh nhu Dai thira duoc phat sinh mot 1an véi Tiéu thira chir khong phai vé sau; nhu vay
tai sao lai khong thé xem Dai thira 14 Buddhavacana (1oi Phat day). Pai thira 13 mot ton gido cao siéu,
sau kin va nhu vy cic nha da nghi (tarkika) khong thé hiéu thau. Ciing khong dung khi néi ring Dai
thira dugc mot vi khong phai 1a dirc Phat dién giang, vi Dai thira khong xuét hién trong kinh luén ngoai
dao (tirthika), va néu cac ngoai dao dugc giang day Dai thira, cac vi ndy ciing khong tin. Néu chung ta
cong nhan Pai thira dugc mot vi khong phai 1a Sakyamuni dién giang, nhu vy vi 4y phai 13 vi da
ching Bo dé. Trong truong hop ndy Pai thira ciing phai dugc xem 12 101 Phat day, vi ai da chimg B6
dé va d4 giang day thoi vi dy 13 dtrc Phat. Néu sy hién hitu cua Dai thira bi phti nhan, nhu vy s& khong
c¢6 Thanh van thira vi Thanh van thira 12 loi Phat day, va that khong dang 1y chat nao néu néi rang
khéng c6 Dai thira (hay Phat thira), vi dirc Phat khong thé xuat hién ra doi néu khong co Phat thira. Dai
thira cling 1a 101 Phat day vi rang Sarvanirvikalpajnana (nhat thé vo vong tudng tri) chimg duoc nhd
Dai thira dbi tri lai moi phién néo.

Sy bién luin hoc gia ndy cua Asanga cé thé tu co mot gia trj riéng biét nhung khong chimg
minh duoc sy xuat hién dong nhit giita Tiéu thira va Dai thira.

I1) Santideva (Thanh thién):

Santideva trong tap Bodhicaryavatara dung nhiing 1y 1& khac Ngai Vo trudc dé ching minh su
chinh xé4c cua giao dién Pai thira. Su ¢d ging ciia Ngi c6 thé xem 1a dé thach d6 sy chinh xé4c cua
Tiéu thira Agama hon 13 dé chtrng minh van dé d4 ndi trén. Sau day 1a 1y luan cua Ngai:

- Thtr nhét, cic nha Tiéu thira khéng cong nhan 161 tuyén bé cac tap Prajnaparamita cho rang ba
thra dd dugc giang trong nhiing tdp nay (atra prajnaparamitayam sarvani trini yanani
vistarenopadistani) vi cac nha Tiéu thira khong cong nhan kinh dién Dai thira 1a chinh xéac. Dé chimg
minh kinh dién Agamas ctia minh I chinh xac, ly luan dau tién cta cac nha Tiéu thira 1a cic nha Dai
thira khong chdng lai sy chinh x4c cta kinh dién Tiéu thira, con cac nha Tiéu thira khong cong nhan
kinh dién Dai thira 1 chinh x4c. Nhung theo Dai thira, van dé cong nhan kinh dién 1a chinh xéac do bat
Clr ai (¢ day 1a do cac nha Tiéu thira hay Pai thira) déu vo gia tri.

Lap ludn thir hai cua cac nha Tiéu thira 12 tip Agamas cta ho duoc truyén ké tir thay dén trd va
nhu vay hop v6i nguyén tic dirc Phét dit ra dé ching minh sy chinh x4c cua kinh dién, nghia 13 hop
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v6i kinh tang, co thé tim thiy trong luat tang va khdng trai véi nguyén tic duyén sanh cua sy vt
(Dharmata (35) pratityasamutpada). Nhung ly luan nay khong dung vitng dugc vi cac nha Dai thira
cling c6 thé néu Ién mot doan vin tuong tu trong tip Adhyasaya-samcodana-sutra thudc kinh dién Dai
thra.

Lap ludn tht ba cta cac vi Tiéu thira 1a sy chinh xé4c kinh dién cua Tiéu thira duoc chép nhan
khong nhiing boi cac nha Tiéu thira va Dai thira ma ca nhiing nguoi ngoai dao. Lap luan ndy ciing bi
cac nha Pai thtra bai bac, vi nhu vay cac tap Vé Pa va cac loai van hoc khac tuong tu cling dugc cong
nhan 1a chinh xac.

Lap luan tht tu va cudi clng cia cac nha Tiéu thira 1a khdng c6 nhitng ¥ kién mau thuin dbi voi
kinh dién Tiéu thira, trai lai rat nhiéu y kién méau thuan ddi voi kinh dién Pai thira. Cac nha Dai thira
tra 101 rang dé ngoai cé4c tai liéu ngoai dao nhu cua phai Mimansakas, cac nha Tiéu thira ciing khong
ddng v vé kinh dién ctia minh vi ¢ dén 18 hoc phéi Tiéu thira.

Sy phan hoa khong phai chi dimg & day. Nha s6 giai viét thém, vi rang trong mdi hoc phai lai
c6 nhiing tur twdng mau thuan, thudc ngudi theo kinh bd (chi tin kinh tang ma thoi) hay nguoi theo
luan bo (chi tin luan tang ma thoi) hay nguoi tin theo ludt b (chi hoc gidi luat ma théi). Cho nén, cac
nhaTiéu thira phai bo kinh tang, luat tang va luan tang. Sy kién ndy néu rd lap luan thiéu vimg vang
ctia cac nha Tiéu thira cho rang kinh dién ctia minh duoc thira ké tir thay dén trd mot cach trung thanh.
Hon nita, 18 phai khong thé ¢ su bat dong ¥ kién vé van dé Buddha-vacanva hay Sarvaja vacana (Phat
thuyét hay nhét thé tri thuyét) néu kinh dién ctia Phat duoc gin gitr mot cach trung thanh.

Lap ludn cua Santideva cd thé néu 1én vi tri mau thudn cta cic nha Tiéu thira nhung khong
ching minh dugc kinh dién Dai thira chinh do duc Phat day.

I11) Y kién cia cac hoc gia Nhat Ban vé sw chinh xac cia Dai thira

Nay ching ta hdy tim dén cac hoc gia hién dai va xem cac vi ndy n6i gi vé su chinh xac cta Pai
thira va ctia kinh dién Dai thira.

Ong Suzuki theo mét chiéu hudng 1y luan khac hin cac hoc gia thoi xwa. Ong cb ging néu rd su
tuong tu gitra dao Phat va dao Co Ddc va noi rang néu dao Tin Lanh duoc xem 14 101 day chan xé4c cua
Jesus & Nayareth, thoi Dai thira Phat gido ciing phai dugc xem 1a loi day chan xac cua dic Phat
Sakyamuni. Lap luan ndy c6 thé giup ong Suzuki trong mdt cudc bién luan cia mot vi bénh vuc dao
Tin Lanh chinh théng no6i vé Dai thira, nhung trong mot cudc phé binh vé lich st, 1ap luin ndy khong
c6 gi4 tri. Tuy vdy, ong cling dd néu 1én duogc thuc trang ctia van dé khi éng néi, trong mot doan khéc,
rang Dai thira khong phai 12 mot ton gido hoéa thach ma chinh 1a mot ton gio linh hoat nhu dao Co
DPéc va du cho ¢6 "mot vai sy thay ddi trong su dién tién lich st ctia Dai thira Phat gido, tinh than va
nhitng tu tudng chinh yéu van giéng v6i vi sang lap t6n gido". Ong nodi thém rang néu chung ta hiéu
danh tir "chinh xac" 1a mét su bao thu tiéu cuc cua nguyén thuy Phat gido, thi Dai thira khong phai la
l6i day chinh x4c cua dtc Phat, nhung cac nha Dai thira rat hdnh dién vé sy kién nay, vi 1a mot stc
manh ton gido linh dong, Pai thira khong bao gid tw bang 10ng trd thanh mot cai xac khéng hon cia
mot ton gido dd qua”. Sau cung, 6ng noi: "Nhu vy nao c6 quan hé gi van dé Dai thira 13 161 day chinh
xac hay khong chinh xac cua dac Phat" (37).

Nhu vy, ong Suzuki cong nhan Dai thira ¢6 thé khong phai 13 16i day cua dte Phat. Nhung 6ng
Kimura, tuy khdng chdi bo sy kién rang "cac kinh dién Dai thira va nhiing 101 day trong kinh dién Ay,
chic chian duogc xuit hién sau khi dirc Phat nhap Niét ban", ong nay dua ra quan diém dtrc Phat c6 hai

36



loai nhén thirc, Pai thira dai dién cho "Mat gido hay Noi gido", con Tiéu thira dai dién cho "Hién gido
hay Ngoai giao" (38). Ong Kimura tin ring ditc Phat day Mat gido cho mét sb dé tir chon loc, than tin
va day Hién gido cho sd dé tir con lai.

Ly thuyét ndy mot phan dia trén nhimg truyén thong véi muc dich twong tu duge Nhat Ban gin
giit va mot phan dua trén sy cong nhan khéng suy doan vé mot vai loi tuyén bd thude Tuc dé va Chon
dé duoc cac tic pham Pai thira dau tién dé& cap dén, nhit 12 tdp Saddharmapundarika (Phap hoa).
Ching ta c6 thé chap nhan 1ap luin cua 6ng Kimura néu éng c6 thé cho chung ta biét "nhimg dé tir
Xuit ching va 16i lac" da "nim giir ding ddn Mat gido ctia dic Phat", va tir nhimg M4t gido 4y, C4c vi
nay da thuyét trinh va phat trién dé tré thanh nhiing "tu tuong Pai thira". Néu cac Ngai Sariputa (Xa
Loi Phat), Subhuti (Tu B Bé&), Mahamaudgalyayana (Muc Kién Lién) khéng thé nhan thirc duoc Mat
gido cua dirc Phat nhu tip Saddharmapundarika d3 tuyén b, thoi c6 nhitng vi nao khac lam duoc viée
nay? Cac vi nay I& di nhién khdng phai 1a cac hang Bo-tat, nhimg vi c¢6 tinh cach tugng trung ngay ca
trong van hoc Pai thwra. Sy that, cdc nhan vat trong cac tac phém Pai thira dau tién nhu tap
Prajnaparamita, 12 nhitng nha béac hoc Tiéu thira, nhu Ngai Sariputra, Subhuti v.v... va nhiing tén ching
ta thuong gap trong cac tac pham Dai thira 12 nhitg nhan vat quan trong trong vian hoc Tiéu thira.

Nhitng sinh vién sir hoc s& khong bao gio tin 101 tuyén bd cia cac tap Prajnaparamitas, cho ring
cac dé tir ndy giang gido 1y Pai thira 1 chi do duc Phat cam hung (39) va tuy giang nhung van khong
hiéu gido 1y Pai thira. Truyén thong Nhat Ban v6i muc dich chtimg minh su chinh xac ciia Pai thira,
theo ¥ toi, dd néu ra thyuc trang cua van dé. Nhimng truyén théng nay dit vu tién nguyén thuy cho Tiéu
thira nhu s& duogc thay trong cach phan loai sau day:

(a) Phai Hién thu sap dat cac truyén théng Nhat Ban vé nhitng hinh thirc Phat gido theo thir tir
nién dai nhu sau:

1/ Tiéu giao hay 16i day nguyén thuiy;

2/ Thiy gido hay sy bat dau cta chan gido (giai doan chuyén tiép);
3/ Chung gi4o hay su phat trién cubi cling cua chin gido;

4/ Bén gigdo hay Thién hoc (40); va

5/ Vién gi4o hay su phat trién ven todn ctia moi hoc phai.

(b) Ton Thién thai theo thir ty nhu sau:

1/ Tang giao hay thuy giao;

2/ Thong gi4o hay gi4o ly trong thoi dai chuyén tiép;

3/ Biét giao hay tan giao; va

4/ Vién gi4o hay su phat trién ven todn ctia moi hoc phai (41).

Tuy vay, ton Thién thai thém rang cac loai kinh AvatamsakasUtra (Hoa nghiém) duoc giang day
dau tién, nhung vi cac dé tir khong hiéu thiu, nén c4c tip Agamas (A ham) duoc giang thé. Roi, sau
khi dtc Phat c6 mot sb dé tir day du kha ning tAm linh hon, nhitng mét gido trong tip Prajnaparamita
Vva céc tac pham tuong tu dugc giang day. Ca hai truyén thong déu ung ho quan diém rang ca hai hinh
thire gido 1y déu duge dirc Phat thuyét day trong khoang bdn muoi nam.

Truyén thuyét TAy Tang di xa hon va tuyén bd rang Sakyamuni giang day kinh Prajnaparamita,
16 nam sau khi ching qua Bb dé, tic luc Ngai 51 tudi, khi Ngdi ¢ tai nti Linh Thtru, va thém riang
chinh Ngai Ca Diép (42) kiét tap cac 1oi day ay.
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Nhitng ai suy xét cach hanh vin, ndi dung gido 1y va nhitng van dé khac dugc ban dén trong tap
GandavyUha, mot tac phdm curu trao vé loai Vavatamsaka (Hoa nghiém), déu khong con nghi ngo gi vé
tinh cach hau dai cua loai van hoc ndy. Khong nhiing tré hon cac tip Tiéu thira Agama, hay c4c tap
Nikaya ma ca tap Prjnaparamita nira.Vi du vé quan diém céc thé gidi (Lokadhatu) hay van dé sy hién
hitu cia dao Phat & Nam An D6 nhu da tim thay trong tap Gandavylha, thoi tip nay duoc trude tac
sau tap Prajnaparamitas trong maot thoi gian kha dai (43).

Céac tap Prajnaparamita nhu tap Bat thién tung va Bach thién tung gitt mot dia vi & gitta tap
Mahavastu va tap Saddharmapundarika hay tdp Gandavyuha. Nhu vay rat hop vé6i su sip dit theo nién
dai v6i truyén thuyét Nhat Ban, néu ching ta dé ra ngoai 10 tuyén bd ghi trong tap ndy, ndi rang duc
Phat khong c6 mot dé tir nao ¢6 thé hiéu nhimng 101 day ghi chép trong tap Avtamsaka. Nhu vay, ching
ta thay rang truyén thuyét khong phu nhan dic tinh nguyén thay cua Tiéu thira dugc xem 13 Tang gido.
Truyén thuyét nay nodi dén Théng gido ciing rat dang cha y, vi Thdng giéo, 6 1& chi cho cac hoc phai
nhu Nhat thé hitu bo, Pai ching bo, Xuat thé bd v.v... nhitng hoc phai nim giita Tiéu thira va Pai thira.

Ong Yamakami Sogen (44) lai quan niém rang: "Gido 1y ctia Harivarman (Satyasiddhi, Thanh
thuc ton) duoc xem 12 su phat trién tuyét dich ciia quan niém triét Iy Tiéu thira, va nhu vy c6 nghia 1a
dung & dia vi chuyén tiép giita Tiéu thira va Dai thira". Nhung that kho ma xem hoc phai Thanh thuc
ton 1a giai doan chuyén tiép cua dao Phat vi hoc phai nay ra doi cham cho dén thé ky thir 3 sau cong
nguyén, khi Pai thira d4 duoc phat trién. Hoc phai nay dwgc xem nhu 13 mot sy cd ging cia
Harivarman dé dung hoa Tiéu thira va Dai thira. Danh tir tht ba: Biét giao hay Chung gido, di nhién
no6i dén hinh thic dau tién cua Dai thira nhu duge tim thiy trong tip Prajnaparamita va trong vin hoc
hién dai.

Chinh sach hoa giai cua tap Pundarika (Phap hoa)

Tién si Enryo Inouye vd mot s6 hoc gia khac, dwa trén truyén thuyét Nhat Ban, cho ring
Sakyamuni giang hai loai gido phap, mat gido va hién gido. Chic chin quan diém nay bat ngudn tir
nhitng 101 tuyén bd trong cac tac pham Pai thira, cho riang dirc Phat giang hai loai sy that, Tuc dé va
Chon dé. Quan diém ndy ciing dwa vao tap Pundarika, tdp ndy cb ging cho rang Tiéu thira chi 1a mot
phuong tién thién xao (upaya- kausalya) do dirc Phat Thich Ca chip nhan dé 16i kéo nhitng nguoi o tri
6c tam thuong vao dao Phat, roi tir d6 cudi cung hudng dén Dai thira. Tap Pundarika rat dugc cac nha
Dai thira hoan nghénh va anh hudng rat manh dén tu tudng cac nha Pai thira. Nhirng 16i tuyén bd nay
c6 gia tri dimg vé phuong dién cua ching, vi muc dich chinh cta ching 12 sy hoa giai giita Dai thira va
Tiéu thira. Cac nha Tiéu thira, nhu Ngai X4 Loi Phét, dugc xem 13 thau nhan nhiéu cong duc trong cac
doi séng qua khr nhu cac vi Bo-tat nhung nay cac vi ay khong thé nhd dugc (46).Chinh vi dé nhic
nhé cac vi ndy vé nhitng cong dirc Ay va nhitng 161 thé nguyén cac vi nay da phat nguyén trong cac doi
qua khir ma tap Pundarika dugc giang cho hang Thanh van (47).

DU cho tap ndy tir ddu dén cudi ndi dén su uvu thing cta gido ly va phuong phép tu hanh Pai
thira d6i voi Tiéu thira, nhung tap nay khong khinh Tiéu thira 1a vo dung, ma cé gang néu rd Tiéu thira
la mot xao phuong tién (upayakausalya) dic Phat dung dé thich tng véi hang dé tir con st kém vé tri
thirc va kha nang tim linh va 1a mot nac thang dua dén Pai thira. Nhiing vi dat dén giai doan tu chung
cao nhat nho gido 1y Tiéu thira hudng dén co thé tré thanh Pai thira va cubi cting thanh Phat.

Sy that, tap nay d& danh mot doan kha dai dé néu rd sy hdi han cua cac vi Ty kheo nhu Saripu
tra (Xa Loi Phat), Kasyapa (Ca Diép), Subhuti (Tu B D¢&), Mahakatyayana (Ma Ha Ca Chién Dién),
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Mahamaudgalyayana (Ma Ha Muc Kién Lién), Purna Maitrayaniputra (Man T Tir, Phti Lau Na Di Pa
La Ni Tu), Ananda (A Nan), Rahuala (La Hau La), va nhimg vi khac cing voi cac Ty kheo ni
Mahaprajapati Gautami (Ma Ha Ba Xa Ba Bé, Kiéu Bam Di), Rahulamata (me cua La Hau La).
Nhitng vi ndy rat dugc cac hang Tiéu thira kinh trong vi cao do tu chtng tam linh va thanh qua. Nhitng
vi nay khi d& vé gia mai héi han vi phai theo mot phuong phap thip kém, vi cac vi nay khong du kha
ning dé hiéu thiu bi gido (samdhabhasa) cua dirc Phat va khéng dugc tin huong loi ich cua gido phap
duc Phat. Loi ndi nay duoc dit vao miéng ciia Ngai Saripputra ma dirc Phat xem 12 vi dé tir t6i cao cua
hang Thanh van. Ngai Xa Loi Phat dugc xem la trudng tr cua Nhu Lai va dugc sanh tir miéng cua
Ngai (Jyesthaputra mukhajata). Tuy vay Ngai than than trach phan vi chi dugc ching Niét ban ciia A-
la-han va khong thé thanh Bo-tat hay dtrc Phat. R6i Ngai tu trach minh vo phlc dugc dic Phét xem 1a
chi xtimg dang duoc hudng din véi mot phuong phap thap kém (hinena yanena niryatittah). Vi dao su
dugc xem 14 an 6i Ngai va n6i rang dic Phat khong c6 ¥ dinh day nhiéu thira (yana), Ngai chi day nhat
thira ma thdi. DU cho thoat tién dirc Phat c6 day Tiéu thira cho mot sé dé tir, nhung cubi ciing Ngai s&
hudng cac vi ndy vé Dai thira va khién cac vi ndy cudi ciing s& chimg Phat qua (48).

Tap Pundarika khong 1am that vong cac vi Tiéu thira, vi 6 dua ra hy vong cac vi ndy c6 thé
thanh Phat néu thyc hanh nhitng bon phén cua vi B-tat. Vi c4c vi Tiéu thira d ching duogc thanh qua
A-la-hén, cac vi ndy s& khong kho khin gi thuc hanh hanh Ba-la-mat, phat Bo dé tam, 1€ bai va phung
thd v6 s6 Nhu Lai, xdy dung cic ngon thap v.v... va cudi cing chimg dat Phat qua. Tap ndy con di xa
nira, tién doan thoi gian khi cac vi Ty kheo c6 danh tiéng trd thanh Phat, véi danh hiéu gi va nguy tri
nén thé gigi qudc do ndo (49). Tap ndy ciing tuyén bd rang cac vi Ty kheo gia va yéu 6t, khong thé va
do vay khong c6 dai nguyén (Sprha) dé thanh Phat hay dé ching nhimng than lyc thudc Phat qua. Chinh
nhitng vi nay cling khong bi bo roi. Cac vi nay nhu nguoi nghéo da xa lia phu than lau ngay va khong
biét rang cha minh gidu c6. Nguoi nghéo nay khdng thé tin 1a duoc thira ty tai san ndy. Cling vdy cac
vi Sravakas (Thanh vin), du cho khéng c6 y mudn hay khong du sitc d? chimg su huy hoang cua Phat
qua, ciing co6 thé ching qua vi ay vi d6 1a quyén trudng tir (50) ctia minh.

Ciing c6 néi dén mot hang Ty kheo sau ndy s& thanh c4c vi Thanh vin, tu bang 10ng véi Niét
ban cua minh va khéng c6 Bo-tat nguyén, cac vi ndy sé tai sanh trong nhimg quéc do thé gigi ma dic
Thich Ca Mau Ni s& xuat hién dudi nhitng danh hiéu khac, va tai nhimg thé giéi ndy, c4c vi trén, nho
anh huong ctua Ngai, s& phat tAm ao wdc Nhu lai tri (tathigatajnana) va cudi cling s& ching ngd duogc
tri nay (51).

Vi du tot dep sau day duoc dung trong tap ndy néu mot cach rd rét muc dich cua tap Pundarika,
nghia 14 tit ca vi Tiéu thira cudi cing roi ciing thanh Phat du cho cac vi ndy khong ¢ ging dat téi hay
cac vi ndy nghi ring minh khong thé dat toi: Mot nguoi chi duong hudng din mot sé dong ngudi dén
nudc Maharatnadvipa va phai di ngang qua mdt khu rimg rong 16n. Sau khi di mét khtic duong, cac
ngudi ndy mét moi, hdt hoang va doi tré vé. Ngudi chi duong c6 kha nang rat thién xao vé phuong tién
(upaya-kusala) ding than théng hién ra mot nudc khac roi bao cac nguoi di dudng tam nghi ¢ noi day.
Sau khi moi nguoi dugc nghi ngoi va khoe khodn tré lai, ngudi chi duong khién nude ay bién mat va
no6i cho cac ngudi Ay biét nudc Ay chi 14 mot nude duoc hoa phép gia tao ctia minh va nay phai di t6i
nuéc Maharatnadvipa. Coi nudc duge bién hién 1a Niét ban cua Tiéu thira, con Maharatnadvipa véi 1a
muc dich ctru canh (tire 1a Phat qua) (52).
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Nhitng vi du nay néu rd muc dich r0 rét cua tap kinh nay. Tap nay khong phi nhan dia vi uvu
tién cua Tiéu thira, nhung mudn dat Tiéu thira vao mot dia vi phu thudc Pai thira, véi thim ¥ mudn
ching t6 161 day chan chinh ciia dirc Phat khong phai 1a Tiéu thira ma chinh 12 Dai thira.

Hai 10 tuyén b6 dwoc ding dé chirng minh Dai thira 12 161 day trung thwe ciia dirc Phat

Tap Saddharmapundarika ding hai 101 tuy@n bd trong vin hoc Tiéu thira dé ching minh Dai
thira 1a chéan chinh trung thuc va chira gitr nhitng 101 day quan trong cua dtrc Phat.

1/- Loi tuyen bé dau tién la dire Phdt, sau khi gidc ngé da ngan ngai khong biét nén truyén
thuyét su thét hay nhdp Niét ban.

Trong kinh Ariyapariyesana (53) ¢ tuyén bd rang su that (Dhamma) 12 sau kin, kho hiéu, tuyét
ludn, vuot ngodi ngdn ngir van ty va chi ngudi co tri méi hiéu thiu. Loai ngudi bi dam say vao duc
vong Va rat khé c6 thé hiéu duoc Paticca-Samuppada (ly Duyén khai) hay Nirodha (Diét dé), cho nén
truyén thuyét chanh phéap 13 v6 ich vi s& khong c6 ai hiéu Ngai va su cb ging kho nhoc ciia Ngdi s& trd
thanh v6 dung.

Nhan thiy nhiing tu tuéng dy dang trai qua trong tm tri ditc Phat, Pham Thién hién ra va thinh
dtc Phat truyén thuyét chanh phap. Pham Thién thua ring du cho Magadha day rdy nhiing ton gido
khong thanh tinh, tuy viy van c6 nhiing chiing sanh véi cin tanh thanh cao, véi kha ning nhan thirc
SAu rong, va sy giang day chanh phéap s& ctru nhimg vi nay khoi cac thdng khd ¢ doi va dua cac vi ndy
dén nhiing canh gi6i tinh lac. Dirc Phat nhan thiy gid tri 15i n6i ciia Pham Thién va quyét dinh truyén
thuyét chanh phép.

2/- Loi tuyén bo thir hai la dire Phdt giang chdnh phép khong nhdt ludt nhiw nhau (54).

Sau khi tim hiéu tAm tanh va kha ning ciia nhig ngudi Ngai muén giang day, Ngai lya chon
nhitng bai kinh thich hgp vé6i tam tanh cia chung va nhu vay Ngai huéng dan chiing vao chanh phap.
Dé6i voi ngudi cu si, trude hét Neai giang vé Danakatha, Silakatha, Saggakatha, Kamanam adinavam
okaram samkilesam, Nekkhamme anisamsam (151 day vé b6 thi, vé tri gidi, vé thién giéi, nhitng nguy
hiém, nhitng té hai, nhitng nhiém 6 cuA-duc vong, va nhimg loi ich cia giai thoat). Ngai sira soan tim
tri nguoi dé tr Ba-la-mdn véi nhitng cudc dam thoai vé cac vain dé té ty, giai cAp v.v... va gi6i thiéu
chanh phap mot cach thich hop véi tam tri ngudi Ba-la-mdn. Déi voi nguodi nong phu, dirc Phat giang
chéanh phép véi nhitng vi du hay van dé lién hé dén cay rudng v.v... (55). Chi sau khi Ngai nhan thay
tdm tri cua nhitng ngudi nghe dugc sin sang, Ngai méi giang day nhiing gido 1y cao hon tic 1a
Dukkha, Samudaya, Nirodha va Magga (Khd, Tap, Diét, Dao), nhitng gido 1y ndy theo Tiéu thira 1a
nhitng gido 1y cao siéu va tham thiy nhat (Samukkamsika dhammadesana) cua 101 Phat day (56).

Loi tuy@n b thir nhat vé sy phan van cua dic Phat khi Ngai moi giac ngd dudi cdy Bo dé, Ngai
khong hiéu nén séng thanh tinh trong mot chd thanh vang hay di ra ngoai giang chanh phap Ngai moi
chtng ngd. Tap Pundarika xem 16i tuy@n bé nay nhu 1a mot su thu nhan cta Tiéu thira vé tam tri tim
thudng cua cac vi ndy. Cau chuyén xoay quanh van dé nay 1a dtrc Sakyamuni ra doi khi mot trong nim
Kasayas (ngii truoc) (57) hay khi 62 ta kién nhu nityam (thudng kién), astiti (hiru kién), nastiti (doan
Kién) v.v... duoc thinh hanh (58), khi con ngudi bi chi phdi boi trsna (i), moha (si), kama (duc vong)
va khong c6 nhitng cong dic cua nhitng vi Bo-tat d chat chira trong cac doi trude (cirnacarya
purimajatisu) khi cac ac trugc ngu tri trén qudc do ndy. Dic Phat chip nhan 161 thinh ciu cia Pham
Thién, démg ra dé thuyét day chanh phap. Nhung Ngai nhan thiy tim mit cua thinh chung qua thién
can dé tham quan duoc gido 1y sau kin ctia Ngai. VA rat c6 thé cac thinh chiing s& méc vao toi phi bang
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nhitng giao 1y ndy. Do vay, Ngai méi nghi nén theo guong cac dirc Phat tién boi, tim mot vai phuong
tién dé giang day chanh phap, dudi nhitng hinh thirc sic tudng khac nhau.

Khi dan ching theo dudi nhimg muc dich thién can (hinadhimukta), man tién, tanh tinh ha liét,
dan ching s& khong tha thiét c6 ging néu dugc day 1a phai huéng dén Phat qua. Do vdy, dtcc Thé Ton
di dén Ba la nai dé day cho nim vi Ty kheo gido 1y tinh lac (dharmam prasanta bhumim) (50) va gido
ly ndy xem Niét ban Tiéu thira 12 muc dich téi thuong. V& sau (pascime ca kale), khi Ngai dwgc mot sb
ngudi xuit chung (putran dvipadottamam) d3 trai nhiéu kiép ¢ ging tu tdp dé chimg vo thugng Bo dé,
Ngai nghi da dén lic giang day gido phép tuyét didu (Samutka rsiki dharmadesana), lién hé dén sy
chung qua Phat tri (Buddhajnana) (60). Tuy vay gido ly nay dugc giang day vdi mot hinh thirc ngon
ngit ma ngudi chura duoc huin luyén khong thé hiéu thau (61).

Tap Pundarika lai noi thém rang cac hang Thanh vin va Duyén giac khong thé hiéu thau (62).
Tap Prajnaparamita di xa hon nira va tuyén bé rang téng so tri tué cua vo s Maudgalyayana (Muc
Kién Lién) va Sariputra (X4 Loi Phit) khong thé bang mot phan nho nhiém nhat vé tri tué ctia mot vi
Bo-tat d4 thuc hanh hanh Bat nhd Ba-la-mat (63).

Loi tuyén bd thr hai caa hang Tiéu thira 1a dirc Phat giang day gido 1y theo mot phuong thic
thich hop v&i khuynh huéng va kha ning cua thinh chung, va 10i tuyén bb nay 12 mot co hoi cho tap
Pundarika khoe khoang wu thé tri thirc ctia cac nha Dai thira hon cac nhaTiéu thira.

Loi tuyén bd phé binh rang dtc Phat giang cho quan chung gido Iy ctia minh bang cach ding
100 phuong tién, sau khi quan xét khuynh hudng tam tanh (asaya), ly tudng tim linh, nhitng cong dirc
ton gido va su sai biét cua nhitng hanh dong cuia chiing (citrani karmani). Mubn cho gido 1y cia minh
c6 kha ning hap din, dirc Phat dung nhiéu danh tir dé dién dat, Iy luan va thi du. Va that su, véi muc
dich nay, 101 day ctuia Ngai da duoc giang day dudi 9 hinh thic, vi du: Sutra (kinh), gatha (ké), itivrtaka
(bén su), jataka (bon sanh), adbhuta (vi ting hiru), nidana(nhan duyén), aupamya (thi du), citra (?) va
geyya (tmg tung) (64). Chinh vi nhimg ngudi c6 1y tudng thip kém, chua thuce hanh cac bon phan cin
thiét dudi thoi cac dirc Phat tién bdi, dang con dam mé thé gidi nay véi nhitng ndi vui budn ciia nd, ma
duc Phat phai giang day 1am sao chimg dugc Niét ban cho ty than minh. Day chi 1a mot phuong tién
duc Phat phai dung dé hudng tat ca chiung dén Phat tri, nhung Ngai khong tuyén bd tit ca déu s& thanh
Phat, vi thoi gian tinh chua thuan thuc. Nay thoi gian d8 dén, su that vé 9 bo loai kinh chi 13 nhitng xao
phuong tién dua moi ngudi dén giai thoat téi hau duoc tuy@n bb. Vi ching 1a con trai cua duc Phat,
than tam trong sach, sang sudt va bac hoc, dd 1am tron nhitng boén phan dudi thoi vo sb cac dic Phat
qua khir, cac kinh dién Vaipulya duoc truyén thuyét cho nhitng vi ndy (65). Nhan thirc dugc nhiing 1y
tudng cao dep cua nhitng dé tir nay, dirc Phat day cho cac vi ndy biét trong tuwong lai s& thanh Phat va
nhitng 4n nhan cua thé gigi ndy. Néu hang Thanh vin chi nhd mot cau ké cua tap Sasana (Phap hoa)
(66) nay thoi cac vi s€ thanh Phat.

Dé néu rd dtc Phat chi day c6 mot gido 1y, duoc hiéu sai khac tly theo tdm tanh va kha ning
cta chung, tip Pundarika dung mét sé vi du rat dic biét, mot trong nhitng vi du nay 1a nhu may cho
nudc mua tudi cay 10n, cdy nho, bui cé v.v, trén vd sb thé gisi, nhitng cdy 16n, cdy nho, bui ¢ v.v...
thau hat nudc mua khac nhau tuy theo kha nang, va I6n 1én, tuy theo I6n nho va thudc loai; cling vay
dtc Phat mua nude chanh phap cung mot huong vi (rasa), nhu vi giai thoat (vimuktirasa), vi vo tham
(viragarasa), vi diét tan (nirodharasa) v.v... (67), dwa dén toan tri (Sarvajna-jnana), nhung tao nén két
qua khac nhau tiy theo kha ning cta nhitng dé tir. Vi du mit troi chiéu mot loai anh sang trén moi loai
ching sanh ciing dung dén dé néu rd dtrc Phat chi day mét loai chanh phép.
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Nhitng vi du nay chua du dé 1am thoa madn mot sé Thanh vin, cac vi ndy hoi vi sao lai chia ra ba
hang Sravaka (Thanh vin), Pratyekabuddha (Poc giac) va Bodhisattva (Bd-tat). Hai vi du trén khong
thé ap dung triét dé cho duc Phat, vi mat troi va may khong co lo nghi gi dén nhing ddi twong ciia 1ong
t6t ctia minh, trai lai dirc Phat ludn ludn phan biét cac hang dé tir tlly theo c&c vi ndy thudc hang ha
pham, trung pham hay thuong pham (68), mtc do cia cic cong dic ton gido va kha ning cia ching.
Khong nhitng vy, su that dirc Phat khong nghi rang nén giang day chanh phap dua dén su toan tri
(sarvajnajnana) vi chua chic da dua dén hanh phuc cho cac hang dé tir khi chua duoc thich Gng chimg
duoc tri ndy. Tap Pundarika lai dung mot 4n du dé nhan manh diém nay. Mot nguoi lam dd gém nan ra
tir mot thtr dat sét nhiéu loai binh khéac nhau, binh dung sita déng, binh dyung sita twoi v.v... nhu phap
cua duic Phat, d0 c6 dung qua ba danh tir cling van 1 mot thuc chat. Day dé& cap dén Nhit thira
(ekayana) dugc giai thich theo ba cach, dén Phat tri (Buddhabodhi) giang giai duéi ba hinh thirc
(Buddhabodhim tridha vibhasye ha prakasayeyam) (79). An du ndy két luan rang khong thé xem dirc
Phat da néi rang Ngai dung Tiéu thira dé huéng din mot s6 dé tir, vi ndi nhu vy 1a gan cho dic Pao
su ¢ tanh xan 1an (matsarya), ganh ghét (irsya), tu y (chandaraga) va ac y (papacitta), va nhu vay 1a
qua vo ly.

Nhitng diém trén cho ta thiy 18, theo tap Saddharmapundarika, Tiéu thira that su 14 mot gido 1y
thip kém, nhung chi 1a mét xao phuong tién (upayakausalya) dirc Phat dung vi tri tué thip kém cua
nhitng dé tr dau tién ciia Ngai.

Tap nay lai tiép tuc loai trir mot nghi van ctia déi phuong c6 thé giy ra ddi véi sy chanh truc
cta vi Pao su khi Ngai ding cac xdao phuong tién. Tap ndy ding mét an du dé loai trir nghi vén nay.
Mot 140 gia triéu phu c6 mot ngdi nha 1on ¢ thé chira 500 ngudi, nhung nha chi ¢6 mot clra vao va
mot mai nha bang rom (trna). Thinh linh ngdi nha bi chay, ong 140 gia ra khoi gian nha, nhung 20
ngudi con trai ctia minh & lai trong nha, khong ké gi lira chay. Ong 180 ty nghi c6 du sttc manh dua cac
ngudi con dén chd an toan. Nguoi cha cho cac ngudi con biét Itra chay vakhuyén ra khoi nha, nhung
cac ngudi con khong tin ngudi cha. Vi nguoi cha biét cac loai dd choi ma con minh thich thd, 6ng
ding mot xao phuong tién (upayakausalya) dé quyén rii cac nguoi con ra khoi nha bang cach cho
ngudi con cac d6 choi nhu xe bo (garatha), xe dé (ajaratha), xe nai (mrgaratha). Ong dat cac dd choi
nay bén ngoai cin nha va cic nguoi con chay ra khoi nha dé 1ay cac do choi nay. Khi nguoi cha thiy
cac ngudi con thoat khoi chd nguy hiém, éng 4y rat sung suéng va khdng cho céc con 6ng nhirng do
choi tim thudng nhu 6ng d8 dé ngodi ctra, nhung 6ng cho nhiéu d6 choi rat c6 gia tri vi 6ng ta rat giau
(70).

Dtrc Phat dugc vi du voi ngudi cha giau ¢6, va ba ¢d xe vi v6i ba thira. Phuong tién dé ra khoi
ngdi nha chay chi c6 mot va vi Pao su quyén rii dé tir minh ra khoi lira chi do mét cira ra va cho ching
cd xe vo gia, tic 12 Buddhayana (Phat thira) (71). An du ndy c6 thé bj chi trich, vi cac nha Tiéu thira co
thé phé binh dic Phat hira mot diéu ma cho vat khac va nhu vy dirc Phat c6 thé bi chi trich 1a da néi
l40. Tap Pundarika tra 101 rang tuy ditc Phét n6i dén ba thira, nhung ludn luon dirc Phét chi nghi d&én
Nhét thira t6i thuong. V6i nhitng 1y luan, 4n du trén, tip ndy cd xac nhin dic Phat chi c6 mot ton gido
va d6 1a Dai thira, nhung céc vi dé tir dau tién khong du st théng minh dé nhan thire, va dao Phat ma
c4c vi ndy thdng hiéu chi 1a mot quan diém hoi hot thién can vé tén gido.
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Nhirng 1y do phai xem Sravakayana (Thanh vin thira) 1a Tiéu thira

Du cho thai d6 hoa giai cta tap Saddharmapundarika, c¢6 ging néu rd cac vi Nirvanagamim (d4
ching Niét ban Tiéu thira) cudi cing s& thanh Nhat thé tri (Sarvajnas) va Tiéu thira chi 14 mot xao
phuong tién, diéu rat rd rang 1a tp ndy ciing nhu cac tap Dai thira khac déu c6 mot thai do ké ca va cb
géng xac nhan Dai thtra cao thugng hon Tiéu thira rit nhiéu.

Tap Sutralankara noi rang c6 bay dic tinh, ma Pai thira phai duoc xem 1a 16n: Mot 14 nén tang
(alambana: duyén) 1a 16n vi kinh dién Dai thira rat sai biét va vO s6 lugng. Thi hai qua ching
(pratipatti) ctia Dai thira 13 16n vi Dai thira thanh twu hai muc dich: Tu loi va loi tha. Thit ba, kién thirc
do Dai thtra giang day la sau Kin vi di sau vao Khong tanh (nairatmyabhava) ctia ca nhan va phap
(pudgala va dharma). Thir tu, Dai thira doi hoi nhiéu kho hanh 16n, vi Dai thira doi hoi sy tinh tin tha
thiét trai nhiéu doi, nhidu kiép. Thir naim Dai thira 1a I6n trong nhing vat lidu phuong tién, vi nguoi
theo Dai thira khong can phai roi khoi cude doi, mién rang cac vi ndy khong bi rang budc vi doi. Thir
sau Thanh qua (Samudagama) cua Dai thira 12 16n, vi Dai thira dua dén bala (luc), vaisaradya (v Gy)
va 18 avenikadharmas (bat cong phap) (72). Thtr bay va cudi ciing, Dai thira 12 16n trong su thi hanh
nhitng trach nhiém cta dtc Phat, nghia 1a trong su trinh bay vé ching qua B6 dé& (Sambodhi) va Pai
bat niét ban (Mahaparinirvana) (73).

Danh tir Hinayana (Tiéu thira) ciing di néu rd dia vi thap kém ma cac nha Dai thira danh cho
Tiéu thira. Danh tir thuong dung trong vin hoc Dai thira 1a Sravaka (Thanh vin) va Pratyekabuddha
(Boc giac). Nhitng danh tir ndy khéng c6 mau sic gi va nhimg ngudi Tiéu thira cling ding chir Savaka
hay Sravaka trong nhitng danh tir Pakatisavaka (Tu tanh Thanh vin), Aggasavaka (Dé nhat Thanh
van), Savakasangha (Thanh van tang gia), Savika (N@ thanh van) v.v... Danh tir Pratyeka (Pacceka)
buddha (Poc gidc Phat) ciing dugc cac nha Tiéu thira thudng dung. Danh tir Hinayana duoc dung dé
chi ring cac hang Thanh vin va Doc giac Phat 1a Hinadhimukta (ha 1iét) (74). Cac vi ndy ciing duogc
goi 1a Pradesika (tap thira) vi tAm tri cac vi nay chi c6 mot cai nhin phién dién (pradesika) chir khong
téng quat vé su that (75).

Asaya (khuynh huéng)

Tap Sutralankara (Pai trang nghiém kinh) phan tich néu rd rang vi hang Thanh vin la
hinadhimukta va do vay su tinh tan, giang day, cong dirc va thanh qua cta nhitng vi ndy thip kém néu
so sanh Vvéi cac vi Dai thira (76). Chinh do ban nguyén ctia mdi ngudi ma gido phap duge giang day,
va chinh do gido phap duoc giang day ma chlng ta tinh tin tu tri. Ching ta gt hai cong duc tly theo
su tinh tdn ctia minh va qua Bd d& xtmg luong voi cong dirc cua chiing ta, hodc Sravakabodhi (Thanh
van giéc), Pratyekabodhi (Poc giac) hay Mahabodhi (Dai bd dé) (77).

Nhu vay su phan loai dua Ién trén Asaya (khuynh huéng) cua ting c4 nhan. Cac hang Thanh
van hay Doc giac bi cac nha Pai thira khinh ré vi cAc vi nay chi lo phan tu giac (atmaparinirvanasaya)
ma khong hudng dén sy dit dan ngudi khac dén Niét ban, khong ké dén tur than. Vi céc vi ndy chi
huéng dén qua vi A-la-han ma théi chir khong hudng dén qua vi Phét ctru do cho muén 1odi, Vi c4c vi
nay chi ao udc ching dugc Dharmacaksu (Phap nhan) ma thoi, nén cac vi nay la Hinadhimukti (nghia
1a khuynh huéng ha liét). Ly tudng ty giai thoat ctia cac nha Tiéu thira da bi tit ca hoc phai Pai thira da
kich v6i nhitng danh tir hét sirc quyét liét nhu ich ky tdm linh (adhyatmika svarthaparatva): Cac nha
Dai thira, khong c6 thiét thyc may di nita, cling phai duoc tan than boi tim nguyén Parartha, nghia 1a
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hy sinh t loi dé phuc vu loi tha hay dit phan tu loi (78) dudi phan loi tha. Tap Sutralankara (79) ding
mot vi du réat quen thudc dé chirng minh muc dich cao dep cua Dai thura.

Yatha punyam prasavate paresam bhojanam dadat.
Na tu svayam sa bhunjanas tatha punyamathodayah

(Nhu cong dirc ton gido duoc tac thanh nho cho ké khac d6 an ché khong phai nho dn do an 4y,
cling vay cac nha Dai thira huong nhidu cong dirc hon nho giup ngu?i khac ching Niét ban, chd khong
phai chi lo Niét ban cho chinh minh nhu cac nha Tiéu thira).

Ly tudng ndy cua Dai thira duoc tap Bhagavata (80) dé cap dén khi Prahlada noi rang:

Prayena devamunayah svavimuktikama
Maunam caranti vijane na pararthanisthat,
Naitan vihaya krpanan vimumuksa eko
Nanyam tvadasya saranam bhramato nupasye.

(Bach Thé Tén, nhiéu khi cac vi an si mudn lo ty giac, theo hanh im ling trong rimg sau, khong
dan than lo dén loi tha. Toi khong mudn chi lo phan tu gidc ma bé quén nhimg nguoi khac. Toi khdng
tim thdy cho tu ngé khic khoai cua t6i mot chd quy y nao khac noi Ngai).

Ly tudng cta cac nhabai thira chic chin rat cao thuong va ¢6 strc hdp din moi ngudi rat manh
mé&, nhung con duong thyc hanh dé duoc giai thoat phai trai qua vo luong vo sb kiép, con dudng ay
khong thé hap dan tat ca moi nguoi.

Céc nha Tiéu thira khong pha nhan su phat nguyén thanh Phat that rt cao thuong, nhung céac vi
nay nghi rang d6i v4i nhimg ngudi co cong dirc va kha ning kém xa cac vi Bo-tat thoi khuyén ho cb
gang tinh tdn dé thanh Phat that 12 vo ich va khong thiét thuc. Loi budc toi cac vi Thanh vin khong cd
nhiing hanh dong lgi tha that khong chinh xac. Cau ké trong kinh Dhammapada (Phap cua) (81):

Dhammadanam sabbadanam jinati
(B thi phap thang hon tit ca loai bb thi),
va loi day trong tap Digha Nikaya va trong Vinaya: (82)

"Caratha, bhikkahve, carikam bahujanahitaya bahujanasukhaya lokanukampaya atthaya hitaya
sukhaya devamanussanam®

(Hay di, nay cac Ty kheo, va truyén thuyét chanh phap, vi loi ich cho sé dong, vi hanh phuc cho
sb dong, vi long thuong tudng cho doi, vi loi ich, vi hanh phiic cho chur thién va loai ngudi).

Hai cAu trén néu rd rang cac nha Tiéu thira khong phai ich ky nhu cic nha van Pai thira miéu ta.
Diéu ma cac nha Pai thira xem céc vi Tiéu thira 1a ich ky 13 vi cac nha Tiéu thira truée khi nghi minh
c6 kha ning giai thoat cho cac ngudi khac, chi séng trong phong tu ciia minh ma lo phan tu d6. Chi sau
khi ching duoc chanh tri kién, cac vi ndy moi tu xem 13 da kha nang dé gitp d& ngudi khac ching
duoc tri tué twong tu. Nhung trong khi cac vi nay dang con trong thoi tu tap, nghia 1a trudc khi chimg
qua A-la-héan, cac vi ndy ciing dén tham cac nha cu si va giang cho ching nhitng nguyén tic co ban
cta dao Phat; va nhitng vi truéng thuong ciing thau nhan va day cho dé tir tu tip nhitng nguyén tic cao
siéu hon vé ton gido. D séng cia cac Ngai Xé& Loi Phit, Muc Kién Lién, Ca Chién Dién, Dai Ca Diép
va cac vi khac da néu rd hanh dong vi tha (pararthava) sau khi nhitng vi nay ching qua A-la-han.
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Trong kinh Lohicca ¢6 ndi rang chanh phap can phai duoc truyén ba, néu khong thi nhu vi vua ty tho
hudng bao nhiéu bong 16¢ cua qubc gia riéng cho minh (83).

Kinh Sutralankara khong bo 1& co hoi nay dé chimg minh su ich ky ctia cac nha Tiéu thira. Tap
nady ndi rang cac hang Thanh vin (Sravaka) khdng day tin dd phai phuc vu ké khac (parartha) ma chi
day 1am thé nao cho ty than ching dugc nirvid (nham chéan thé tuc), viraga (vo tham) va vimukti (giai
thoét). Tap nay két luan rang mot gido 1y day ich ky khong thé tré thanh lgi tha vi dugc day cho ké
khéc, vi gido ly ay khuyén khich tu loi, tw giai thoat. Do vay, gido 1y ay 1a mot yana (thira) ich ky (84).

Upadesa (giang day) va Prayoga (tinh tin)

Nhu vay tu nhién Upadesa va Prayoga tlly thudc voi Asaya (khuynh hudng) (85). Mot nha Tiéu
thira khong cin phai phat trién Bodhicitta (B dé tam) va ¢b gang tu cac hanh Ba-la-mat. Cac nha Tiéu
thira khéng can nhu cac vi Bo-tat phat nguyén duong chiu sy dau khd vo luong kiép ¢ dia nguc hay ¢
Yamaloka, 1am con vat hay con trung dé dua tit ca chiing sanh d?n nirupadhisesanirvanadhatu (vo du
y Niét ban) (86). Su diéu hoa doi séng theo gidi luat Pratimoksa (gidi bon), su thuc hanh cac bon phan
trong Bat chanh dao va sy giac ngd 1y Tt dé va ly Duyén khoi 1 vira du véi cac vi ndy. Su nhén thirc
thé gidi khong co tu ngd hay khong cé gi thudc tu ng 1a vira dii va cac vi ndy khdng can phai tim hiéu
thuc hanh tanh caa Sunyata (chon khong), chan 1y ti hau.

Upastambha (huan tap cong dirc)

Muén tré thanh mot vi Bo-tat, can phai c6 da cong dirc trong nhitng doi trude. Trir phi va cho
dén khi nhitng cong dtrc 4y dat dén mirc 46 can thiét do cac nha Dai thira doi hoi, mot ching sanh
khéng thé trg thanh mot vi Bo-tat hay thu hoach dugc nhimg loi ich thiét thuc cta gido 1y Pai thira.
Céc nha Tiéu thira c6 mot quan diém hoan toan khac han. Theo tap Puggala Pannatti, ngudi ndo pham
ngii nghich (anantarika) thoi khong thé ndo giai thoat dugc (87), ngoai ra moi ngudi khac déu c6 thé
gi4c ngo, thoi gian dai ngan tly theo timg ngudi. Do vy nén khong c6 doi hoi upastambha chat chira
cong dirc trong phuong trinh giai thoat cuia Tiéu thira. TAt ca moi loai, trir ndm loai ngii nghich trén,
déu c6 thé giai thoat. Cac nha Tiéu thira dat muc dich ciia minh bang cach xa lanh cac hoat dong thé
tuc, cOn c4c nha Pai thira dat myc dich trén bang nhimg hoat dong thé tuc, nhung tdm tri luén ludn
khong tham dam thé sy.

Kala (thoi gian)

Vi cé4c nha Tiéu thira khong can dén upastambha va vi dsaya cua nhiing vi ndy chi 1a giai thoat
chtr khong phai 1 than luc dic biét cia mot dirc Phat, nén thoi gian (kala) doi hoi boi mot nha Tiéu
thira dé dat muc dich twong dbi ngin hon thoi gian cia mot vi Bo-tat (88). Tap Sutralankara goi y rang
mot nha Tiéu thira co thé dat duoc muc dich trong ba doi. DAy ndi dén su tin tuong cua Tiéu thira cho
rang trai qua bay doi, c6 thé dat duoc muc tiéu, nam trong bay doi ndy phai trai qua trong thanh quaDu
lwu (Srotapanna) (89). Tap Sutralankara trong khi tinh dén s6 tai sinh dé ra ngodi bon 14n tai sinh dy bi
cho giai doan Du luu cudi cing. Cach tinh ndy d6i khi cling dugc mot s6 Tiéu thira chap nhan (90).

Sw sai Kkhac giira Pratyekabuddha (Poc giac) véi Sravaka (Thanh van) va
Samyaksambuddha (Chanh ding giac)

Dau cho cac nha Pratyekabuddha ludn ludén dugc phan loai véi cac nha Thanh vin la
Hinadhimukta (ha liét), cac vi nay dugc xem 14 trung phdm (91). Cac nha Dai thira 1 thuong pham,
Uttama hay Srestha. Tap Pundarika néu r dia vi twong ddi ctia nhitng vi nay nhu sau: "C4c vi Thanh
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van 1a nhitng vi nghe theo 16i day cua cac nguoi khac (paraghosasravanugama), tu c6 gang dé hiéu bon
su that va ching Niét ban cho minh. Céc vi Doc giac 1a nhimg vi mudn tur kiém ché, mudn duoc an
tinh va tri tué nhung khong dugc su giup d& ctia mot vi ton su (anacaryakam) va tu tim Niét ban cho
minh sau khi hiéu hetu (nhin) va pratyaya (duyén) nghia 1a ly nhan duyén. C4c vi Dai thira 12 nhitng vi
cb gang dat duoc Phat tri ma khong can dén mét vi ton su, tim kiém Phat lyc dé ctu tat ca ching sanh,
duoc giai thoat an vui (92).

Tap Dasabhumikasutra di sau vao chi tiét hon va phan biét ba hang trén nhu sau: "Cac vi Thanh
van la nhirng vi d& thanh tyu vién mén (paribhavyamana) muoi thién hanh (Kusalakarmapatha) nho tri
tué cia minh (prajna), c6 mot citta (tdm) chi c6 thé hiéu duoc mot phan sy that, rit so hdi phai sinh
truong trong ba gidi (dhatu), tly thude su gido huin cua ngudi khac va khong thé co 1ong dai bi
(Mahakaruna). Cac vi Doc giac 1a nhimg vi thanh tinh hon, thé nhap su that khong can su gitp d& cia
ngudi khac, c6 thé hiéu triét dé 1y nhan duyén, nhung céac vi ndy ciing khong ¢ 10ng dai bi. Cac vi Pai
thira hay Bo-téat 14 nhitng vi thanh tinh hon nita, d thuan thuc phuong tién thién xao (Upayakausalya),
phat dai nguyén (mahapranidhana), diét trir moi phién ndo, ding Buddhajnana (Phat tri) 1am alambana
(y chi), tu minh hoan thién trong cac bhumi (dja) va cac hanh Paramita (Ba-la-mat), d chimg duoc tat
ca 10 bala (Thap luc) va moi quyén luc thuéc Phat qua, va tdm Dai bi duoc phat huy triét dé (93)".

Tap Madhyamakavatara va cac tac pham Dai thira khac ciing phan biét gitra Thanh vin, Doc
gi4c va Bo-tat véi nhitng dac diém nhu trén (94). Theo gido su Vallée Poussin, su sai khac vé van dé
hiéu biét Iy nhan duyén giita Thanh vin va Doc giac co tinh cach 1y thuyét hon 1a thuc su vi vin dé nay
thudc mot phan cua sy that thir hai (Tap dé). Tap Abhidharmakosavyakhya (Cau xa luan thich) gidi
thiéu su sai khac mot cach mdi mé hon. Gido su Poussin tom tit nhu sau: "Vi A-la-han, sau khi diét trur
1ong vi ngd khoi nhimg tdm s& tac thanh ban ngd vi ky ctia minh, bat dau cha tam dén cong viéc cua
cac ngudi khac, su chu tdm ndy phat sinh tir 10ng tir bi va diét tan moi khd dau, nguoi bac trung
(madhya), nghia 1a cac vi Doc giac, chi mong su giai thoat, nghia 1 tan diét moi khod dau, khong phai
hanh phuc trong doi séng luan hoi hién tai, vi sy hanh phuc tam bo ndy 1a coi gbc cua dau kho. Vi
thuong pham (Sretha), nghia 12 vi Bo-tat mudn dem hanh phic tam bo (abhyudayika) cho nguoi khac
va ca su diét tan dau khé nghia 13 hanh phic téi thuong (nihsreyasa-svabhava); hay vi ndy mong ciu
ngudi khac duoc hanh phuc t6i thuong va hanh phic tam bo (sukham abhyudayika-naihsreyasikam) va
cho minh su diét tan dau kho nghia la Phat qua nhu 1a mot phuong tién dé thyc hién hanh lgi tha (95).

Tap Abhidharma-Kosa (Cau x&) noi vé tha tim thong (para cittajnana), tuyén b ring mot vi
Thanh van thuong chi chiing dugc tha tam thong khi cac vi ndy ¢ trong hai sat-na cuia darsanamarga
(Kién dao), nghia 1a duhkhe dharmajnanaksanti (kho phap tri nhin) va duhkhe dharmajnana (kho phap
tri), con hang Poc gidc co thé biét thém sat-na thir tam tirc 14 Samudaye anvayajnana (tri tly sat tap
hay tap loai tri) (96). Hang Doc giac c6 thé c6 mot hay hai tri luc twong ty hon mot vi Thanh vin
nhung qua vi (summun bonum) Ciia ca hai déu giéng nhau, d6 1 ly do vi sao cac nha Dai thira xép ca
hai vi ndy vao trong mot loai ttrc 12 Tiéu thira, cac hang Doc giac ciing 1 hang Tiéu thira nhung thudc
hang trung pham.

Gi4o su Poussin, trong bai vé& Doc giac (97) c¢6 ndi 1y do vi sao cac hang Doc giac c6 mit trong
van hoc Phat gido. Theo gido su, dirc Phat khong wa gi lim doi séng an dat cta nhitng vi an si, nhimg
vi ndy sbéng day diy trong thoi dai cia Ngai. Nhung Ngai nhan thiy ring nhitng vi 4n si ndy c0 tat ca
nhitng dirc tanh ctia mot vi A-la-han, néu khong phai 1a nhiéu hon. Dé thau nhan nhiing vi ndy vao
trong gi4o hoi Phat gido, dé dit cho nhitng vi ndy mét vi tri trong thé gidi tim linh ctua Phat gido, quan
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niém cac vi Doc giac dugce chap nhin vao trong vian hoc Phat gido. Nhitng vi nay dugc xem la nhimg
Phat tir tan tong nhung khong thé ching qua A-la-han khi ton gido con hoat dong; do vy cac vi ndy
tiép tuc tién budc trong doi séng tu hanh tri dtrc va két qua 14 cac vi ndy do tu lyc da ching duoc su
that nhu dtrc Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni d& ching (98). Vi doi song c6 doc cua minh, vi khéng bao gid ¢o
vi ton su hay vi huéng dan (kalyanamitra), va rat chan ghét sy tiép xtc véi nguoi doi, cac vi ndy khong
thé phat trién ning luc dién giang, ning luc ndy cac vi A-la-han cd thé chimg duoc dbi phan.

Quan niém cac vi Poc gidc dugc nodi dén nhiéu trong vin hoc Pali vé sau hon 1a trong cac tap
Nikaya. Tap Milindapanha (99) so sanh nhitng nang luc ctia vi Poc giac véi duc Phat va néu ro dia vi
trung dung cua vi Ddc giac gitta dirc Phat va vi A-la-han. Tap Majjhima Nikaya va tap Lalitavistara
no6i dén cac vi Poc gidc nhu nhitng vi an si séng ngoai giao hoi Phat gido, khong phai trong dia vi
trung dung gitta vi A-la-han va dtc Phat (100). Tap Puggalapannatti (101) néu rd rang ca dic Phat va
cac vi Boc giac ching dugc su that, khong nho mdt ai chi giao nhung cac vi Bdc giac khong chung
dugc toan tri va khéng nhiép phuc cic qua vi (phalas) (102). Cac nha Tiéu thira khong phu nhéan dia vi
t6i thuong ctia dtrc Phat trén cac vi A-la-han va Boc giac (103) vé quyén luc kha ning, nhung mot duc
Phat chi ra doi sau rat nhiéu kiép (104), nén cac vi ndy khdng may cha tim vé ning luc cta mot dirc
Phat va van dé chimg ngd Phat qua. Tuy vdy, tip Milindapanha ta uy luc dic biét cia mot dic Phat,
v6i nhitng danh tir tuong tu cla cic nha Dai thira, nhung tap ndy chi dé cip dén duc Phat Thich Ca
Mau Ni va mot sé dirc Phat khac duoc cac nha Tiéu thira ndi dén ché khong phai vo luong vo sé chu
Phat cua cac nha Dai thura.

Sai biét chiing tanh (Gotrabheda): Nguyén nhan chinh vé chi nguyén sai khac giira moi
nguoi

Tap Sutralankara (105) tra 161 cau héi vi sao gitra nhitng dé tr ciia dirc Phat lai ¢6 nhitng nguoi
c6 chi nguyén thuong, trung, ha sai khac nhau. Cau hoi nay dua dén su ban luan vé van dé gotrabheda,
su sai khac vé thir hang va sy nghién ciru 10i tuyén bd trong tap Aksarasisttra. Tap ndy noi rang vi
nhitng phan tir tac thanh mot c4 nhan sai khac nhau nén c6 vo luong dhatu (giéi) sai khac. Tap nay
chia ching sanh thanh ba loai: Niyatagotra (dinh tanh), aniyatagotra (b4t dinh tanh) va agotra (Vo
tanh).

Hang dau gdm nhiing vi, nhd cong dirc doi trude hay vi Xu huéng ndi tim, sau ndy sé trd thanh
Sravakayanabhisamayagotra (Thanh van thiura loai tanh), Pratyekabuddhayana-bhisamayatotra (Bdc
giac thira loai tanh) hay Tathagatayana-bhisamayagotra (Nhu lai thira loai tanh). Hang thir hai gdm
nhitng vi con & lung chimg va c6 thé trd thanh Tiéu thira hay Dai thira. Hang thtr ba gdm tat ca chung
sanh con lai, va hang nay lai con chia thanh hai loai (I) nhitng vi khong thé ndo chimg duoc Niét ban
(atyantam), va (1) nhimg vi hién tai (tatkala) chwa c6 thé ching Niét ban. Trong nhiing vi
Nigatagotrasthas (dinh tanh), chinh nhitng dhatu (gii) quyét dinh vé adhimukti (phat nguyén), con
adhimukti quyét dinh pratipatti (qua chtmg), va chinh tly thudc cac bija (chung tir) ma két qua tre
thanh hina (ha), madhya (trung) va visista (thuong). Cac hang Thanh vin thip thua hang Bo-tat vi hang
Thanh vin khong c6 nhitng cong dirc xuit chiing, ciing khéng c6 mét loai cong duc nao, Vi cac hang
thanh vin thiéu ndm sirc manh (bala) va sau vaisaradyas (vo (y) (107). Tuy vay cac cong dirc cta cac
vi ndy khéng dugc vinh vién trudng ton vi Cac vi ndy chi mong cau chimg duoc anupadisega-nirvana
(v6 du y Niét ban). Cac cong duc lai khong dwa dén nhimg két qua to 16n vi cac hang Thanh vin
khong c6 phuc vu hoan toan cho lgi ich cua nguoi khac (aparartnatvat).
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Tap Lankavatara (108) ciing noi dén cac gotra (tanh) va chia thanh nim hang ngudi
(abhisamayagotra) (phan loai hang ngudi tly theo két qua gidc ngd), nghia 13 Sravakayana-
bhisamayatotra, = Pratyekabuddhayana-bhisamayatotra, = Tathagatayana-bhisamayagotra  (109),
Aniyatagotra (bat dinh tanh) va Agotra (vd tanh). Cac hang Sravakayana-bhisamayagotra la nhimng
ngudi mé say boi 10i day vé tinh cach linh dong cua nhitng phan tir tac thanh than thé
(skandhadhatuyayatanasvasamanya-laksana) uan gidi x&r tw déng tudng va ciing nhan thic duge dic
tanh cua su vat 1ién hé dén 1y Duy@n khoi (pratityasamutpada-vinirbhaga-laksanaparicaye). Trong khi
& trong bhumi (dia) th nim hodc tht sau, nhing vi ndy giai thoat khoi nhitng dau é6m vé twong lai,
nhung khong khoi cac vasana-klesa (phién ndo tap khi) (110). Cac vi nay dat dén mot dia vi khong con
thdi chuyén va do do, tuyén bd minh da song doi mot vi thanh, chimg dugc tanh vo ngé cua ca nhan,
dat dén Niét ban va khdng con phai luan héi sanh tir.

Vi tac gia tap Lankavatara ¢ day noi thém ring c6 hang Thanh vin tir cho da dat dén Niét ban
nho chimg duge tanh vo ngd cta c4 nhan, va mot vai vi cho rang nhd hiéu duoc 1y nhan duyén chi phbi
su vat, nhung sy that khong thé ndo c6 Niét ban néu khong ching dugc tanh vd ngd cua su vat
(dharmanairatmya). Cac vi nay xem d6 la ctra giai thoat (niryana) nhung su that khong phai vay va do
d6 con nam gitt mot phan trong nhiéu ta kién. Cac vi Pratyekabuddhayanabhisamayagotras 1 nhiing vi
d4 mé say khi nghe dén cac kinh néi dén sy giac ngd dic biét ciia timg c4 nhan, khong ua than can véi
ngudi khac, va rat thich tha cac than thong. Cac vi Tathagatayanabhisamayatora, theo tap Lankavatara,
c6 ba hang: (I) nhitng vi d& chirmg ngo tanh vo ngé cua nhitng loai goi 1a hiru tinh, (1) nhitng vi cho
rang su giac ngd sy that chi xdy ra trong tu than, va (111) nhitng vi d4 ching duogc sy vi dai cua Phat sat
(Buddhaksetra).

Céc Vi Aniyatagotra (bat dinh tanh) 13 nhimg vi theo mét trong ba tanh ké trén khi duoc nghe
giai thich. Cac vi ndy that su & trong giai doan du bi. Khi Alayavijnana (A lai da thirc) ciia nhiing vi
nay duoc goi sach moi klesa (phién néo) va Vasana (tap khi); cac vi ndy tré thanh Thanh vin hay Bo-
tat sau khi tho huong hanh phuc tu thién nhd ching dugc tanh vo ngé cia sy vat. Cac nha Tiéu thira
cling chap nhan su phén loai ndy nhung v6i mot ¥ nghia sai biét. Tap Puggalapannatti va tap Kosa noi
dén niyata va aniyatapuggala (Pinh tanh va bat dinh tanh hitu tinh), nhitng theo hai tdp ndy, cac hang
Niyata (dinh tanh) 1a hang nguoi vi pham nam tdi ngii nghich nhat dinh phai c¢6 ta kién hodc nhimg bac
d4 ching mot trong tam qua Thanh va nhit dinh s& dat dén Niét ban, con cac loai hitu tinh con lai
thudc bat dinh tanh, nghia 13 doi sdng cua cac hang nay chua duoc quyét dinh (111).

Danh tir Gotrabhll (Chuyén tanh) chiém mot dia vi trong yéu trong phuong thirc giai thoat cta
Tiéu thira. Danh tir ndy chi cho mot ngudi lan dau tién budc vao con dudng dan dén Niét ban sau khi
ra khoi hang ngii pham phu (puthujjana) (112). Sau khi tu tri phan tam linh, mot nguodi méi trd thanh
Gotrabhu, sau mot sat-na bude vao thanh dao, nhan thirc dugce khd dé thir nhét trir diét cac nghi van va
sai 1am, thé nhan du?c Niét ban va bit dau thi hanh nhimg bén phan trong Bét chanh dao. Vi nay tro
thanh mot vi Arya (Thanh) va du diéu kién dé chimg dugc qua vi cao nhét trong cic bac Thanh. Chinh
trong y nghia nay ma tap Satasahasrika (thién bach tung) (113) cling dung danh tir Gotrabhurastamaka
trong khi néi dén cac tht bac tu hanh, trong 4y cac lodi hitu tinh muén dat dén hanh phuc hoan toan
can phai an tra.

Tiéu thira bi Dai thira cong kich

Nay rd rang cac nha Pai thira xem cac nhaTiéu thira nhu cac ton gido va triét gia ngoai d?0 cua
cac vi Brahmavada (tin theo Pham thién) va c4c vi Sasvatavada (thuong kién). Kinh Brahmajalasutta
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(Pham v&ng kinh) tuyén bd mot sé ngudi tro thanh Brahmavada hay Sasvatavada, khong phai vi ta
kién riéng nhung boi vi chling khong c6 thé nghi gi cao hon Pham thién hay xa hon vai ngan doi.
Chinh d&rc Phat d8 vuot qua giéi han iy va dd tim ra nhimg khuyét diém cta chung (114). Do vy
ching ta thiy c6 mot su phat trién tiép tuc vé tu tuong va nhitng tan tu tudng gia, nhitng nha Pai thira
d4 xem tat ca nhitng 101 tuy@n bd gan cho dirc Phat duéi mot anh sang hoan toan méi la. Mot khi mot
tu tuong gidi cao hon dé dat dugc, thoi moi 101 tuyén b tu nhién duoc giai thich tur tu tudng gidi cao
ay. Cac nha Dai thira thuong hai cac nha Tiéu thira vi nhiing hiéu 1am ctia ho ciing nhur cac nha Tiéu
thira thuong hai cac nha Brahmavada hay Sasvatavada.

Theo cé4c nha Tiéu thira, Niét ban ddnh dau mot dia vi cao hon dia vi ciia Pham thién (115). Con
theo cac nha Dai thira thoi Niét ba chi 14 mot sy thtr thach tam thoi, con Niét ban chan that thoi cao
thuong hon trang thai Niét ban do cac nha Tiéu thira nhan thic, cho nén cac nha Tiéu thira duoc cac
nha Dai thira thuong hai vi quan niém va ly tudng thap kém cta ho. Theo quan niém cta cic nha Dai
thira, cac vi Tiéu thira gidng nhu nhitng dta tré choi voi cac dd choi nhung khong c6 thé nhan thic
dugc su that. Tap Kasyaparivarta (116) noi rang gidng nhu nhitng nguoi con trai cua ba hoang hau véi
mot nguoi nghéo khong duge xem 1a hoang tir. Con nhitng nguoi con trai ciia mdt vi vua vai ba hoang
hau hay v6i mot thi ty nao ciing duoc xem 13 hoang tir. Ciing vdy cic nha Tiéu thira c6 thé 13 két qua
cling mot phap gi6i (117) nhu cac nha Dai thira nhung khong c6 thé dugc xem 14 trudng tir cua dirc
Phat, giéng nhu con trai ctia hodng hau véi mot nguoi nghéo khong duoc xem 13 hoang tu.

Tap Prajnaparamita ciing lap lai vin dé ndy va ndi rang tri tué cia mot vi & hoan thanh Bat nha
Ba-la-mat khong thé so sanh véi tri tué cia mot nha Thanh van dé nhat. Tap Lalitavistara (118), tap
Kasyapa parivarta (119) va cac tap khac déu nhan manh vé diém mot vi Bo-tat phai phat trién Asprha
(khdng ham mudn) déi véi Tiéu thira. Tap Bodhicaryavatara (120) nghi ring: tit ca cong dirc clia céc
vi Thanh vin khong c6 thé sanh bang nhitng cong dic cia mot vi Bo-tat dd phat Phat tim. Con tap
Siksasamuccaya (121) xem la mot mulapatti (to6i cin ban) néu mot vi B-tat hoic giao thiép véi mot vi
Thanh van, vi nhu vay sé 1am tri tu¢ ctia vi nay tro thanh mudi lugce, hay giang Pai thira cho mot nguoi
ma cin ban thién phap (kusalamula) khong du dé vi ndy c6 thé theo duoc gido 1y Dai thira (123) va vi
Bo-tat ndy s&é pham mot trong toi néu phat tim huéng dén Thanh vin dia hay Doc giac dia (123).

Tap GandvyUha (124) ké mot danh sach rat dai nhimg khuyét diém ctia mot vi Thanh vin so
sanh vi mot vi Bo-tat va néu rd rang cac nha Thanh vian khong hiéu rd duoc nhiing hanh dong cua
dtc Phat & tai Jetavana (Ky vién). Nhitng nguyén nhan dé cap dén 1a vi tri tué ciia mot dirc Phét vuot
ngoai tim hiéu biét ctia cac nha Thanh vin. Jnanacaksu (tué nhan) cua nhitng vi ndy yéu 6t khong thé
thiy duoc nhitng hanh dong cta dic Phat. Tap Prajnaparamita (125) va tap Siksasamuccaya (126) xem
cac nha Thanh van nhu 13 ac hitu khac véi thién hitu cua nhitng vi Bo-tat vi cac nha Thanh van khuyén
cac vi Bo-tat nén bo con dudng Dai thira, mot con duong giai thoat rat khd cuc va khong tuong, doi
hoi mot thoi gian qua dai va khuyén theo con dudng giai thoat Tiéu thira 1a mot mot con dudng thiét
thuc t6t dep hon va doi hoi mot thoi gian ngan hon nhiéu. Tap Pundarika (Phap hoa) (127) goi cac nha
Tiéu thira 1a Abhimanika (tu phu) vi cac vi nay khéng tin cac 1oi tuyén bé cua tap ny.

DU cho ¢6 su c¢b gang dé chi trich Tiéu thira trong hau hét cac tac phdm Dai thira, cac tap nay
khong thé phu nhan cong trinh cta cac nha Tiéu thira trén con dudng tu hanh, nhat 1 sy tién trién dao
dtc. Theo tap Pundarika (128) trong mot Buddhaksetra (Phat sat) c6 vo luong vo s6 Thanh vin va
nhitng vi ndy rét tinh tdn va giéng nhu nhimg hon ngoc khéng ti vét trong su ho tri giodi luat. Sy khinh
miét dharma ctia cac nha Thanh van va cac nha Boc giac dugc xem nhu 1a mét toi can ban (mulapatti)
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dbi véi mot vi Bo-tat (129). Tap Siksasamuccaya (130) va tap Bodhicaryavatara (131) khuyén cac vi
Bo-tat phai kinh trong Thanh vin thira va Pai thira ngang nhau.

Tap Bodhisattvabhumi (132) xem 12 mot t6i pham néu mot vi Bo-tat nghi rang vi nay khong nén
nghe, khdng nén hoc, khong nén thyc hanh nhimg phap lién hé dén Thanh vin thira. Chung ta thuong
thdy nhitng vi Bo-tat dén cac vi Thanh vin (133) dé nghe thuyét phap. Va diéu rat ky di 1a Subhuti (Tu
Bd D¢&) 1anh trach nhiém thuyét giang triét Iy Sunyata (chan khéng) trong nhiing tip Prajnapa ramita.
Nhu vay rd rang rang trong nhitng giai doan dau tién cta Dai thira, cac nha Thanh vin rat duoc kinh
trong. Diém ndy ciing rat rd rang trong cong thirc danh 18 mé dau cho nhiing tac pham Dai thira dau
tién. Cong thirc nay néi dén danh 18 chu Phat, chu Bo-tat va cac vi Thanh vin nita. Trong mot Vai tac
pham Dai thira vé sau, cong thirc nay duoc rit ngan di. Cac tip Satasahasrika, Saddharmapundarika va
Lalitavistara c6 cong thirc nhu sau: "Namah sarvatathagata- pratyekabuddharyasravakebhyo v.v...."
Cong thtc nay duoc rut ngan trong tdp Siksdsamuccaya, Sutralankara va tip Mahavyutpatti nhu sau:
"Namah sarvabuddhabodhisattvebhyah".

Nhu vy cac tac phém Dai thira déu cong nhan sy tién bd cta cdc nha Thanh van trén con
duong tu hanh va doi sdng dao dirc ctia nhirng vi ndy ciing dugc tan than. Chi co 1y tudng cia vi
Thanh vin va quan niém kém siéu hinh cua nhitng vi ndy d6i v6i su vat khong dugc cac nha Pai thira
tan dong va do vy nhimg qui luat dao dirc va quan diém triét Iy cta nhitng vi nay dugc cac nha Pai
thira xem 14 thiéu sot va néng can.

CHU THICH CHUONG HAI

1- Xem Vinaya, Mv; i.5. 17; Mtu; 11, tr.331, 345
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CHUONG BA
SO SANH GIUA GIAO LY TIEU THUA VA GIAO LY BDAI THUA

LOI NOI PAU

Gi4o |y Tiéu thira dwge danh gia trong cac tai liéu Dai thira dau tién.

Trong khi quan sat thai do cac nha Dai thira ddi v6i cac nha Tiéu thira, ching t6i thdy cac nha
Dai thira ding nhirng gido 1y Tiéu thira nhung ty xem nhiing gido 1y ndy chi 12 mot sy trinh bay thiéu
s6t vé sy that ma dirc Phat mudn huéng dén. Cac tap Prajnaparamitas ndi dén nhing gido 1y hét strc
quan trong duédi cip mat cua Tiéu thira, nhu gido 1y Ta dé, Duyén khoi, cac pham trg dao B6 dé, Bén
thanh qua, nhimg phan loai chinh va phu ty mi vé Gidi, TAm va Tam sd. Tap nay dé cip dén nhiing
gido ly nay cbt dé néu rd dimg trén binh dién Sunyata (chon khong) nhiing gido 1y ma Tiéu thira hét
sirc quan tdm dén va d4 cuc nhoc phan tich mot cach rat ti mi, nhimng gido 1y ndy rat it co gi tri vi chi
thudc Tuc dé (Samvrta) va khong thé dua dén muc dich giai thoat va giap d& ching dat duoc chan dé
t6i hau. Tap Saddharmapundarika xem Tiéu thira nhu mot nic thang dua dén Pai thira, khong loai bo
gido ly Tiéu thira nhu hoan toan v6 dung. Tap ndy néu rd gido ly Tiéu thira c6 gid tri ctia ching. DU
nhitng gido 1y nay khong dua dén Chan dé nhung ciing c6 thé dua dén mot dia vi ma tir d6 co thé
ching duogc mot cach d& dang muc dich toi hau theo quan niém Pai thira. Tap ndy ciing cong nhan
gido ly Tiéu thira ciing do dtrc Phat thuyét giang nhu gido Pai thira, nhung gido 1y Tiéu thira chi 12
nhitng phuong tién dirc Phat phai dung dé dap tng tri tué kém coi cta nhimg vi dé tir dau tién cua
Ngai. Tap Pundarika (1), vé diém nay trich din mot cau dtrc Phat noi:

"Ta la vi Dai 4n si Rsi, cha tit ca chung sanh sinh trong ba gi6i. (Duc gi6i, Sic gidi va VO sic
gii) va bi duc vong (Kamam) chi phéi. Ba giéi rat dé so, diy rdy nhimg kho dau; chung sanh bj nung
nau d6t chay trong ba gii ndy boi nhitng ngon lira sanh tir, gia nua va bénh tat. Ta d4 thoat ly ra ngoai
ba gidi, sbng mot minh ngoai troi thanh tinh, nhung vi nhitng ngon lira 4y dét chay con chau ngu si cta
ta, nén ciing anh huong dén ta. Ta da biét nhitng sy nguy hiém va ta ciing biét con duong thoat ly
nhitng nguy hiém 4y, nhung nhiing nguoi ngu si ndy khéng nghe nhiing 10i day tét dep cia ta. Vi vay
ta can phai dung phuong tién dé chi cho chung biét con duong giai thoat khoi nhimg su khd dau trong
ba gigi. Dbi v6i nhitng chung sanh di quy y ta va d4 ching duoc sau Théing tri va Tam minh (2) hay
dbi v6i nhimg vi d4 tré thanh Doc giac hodc nhitng vi Bo-tat bat thdi chuyén (Avaivartika), nay ta noi
cac vi ndy phai theo Phat thira dé tré thanh nhimg vi Jinas (giai thoat). Ta giang su giac ngd vi diéu cta
cac dic Phat, Phat luc, Phat thién, Phat giai thoat va Phat dinh. D4i v6i nhitng Thanh vin d chimg
dugc Niét ban ciia Thanh vén, ta néi: nhitng vi ndy la con cua ta va ta 1a than phu cua ching. Ta d4 dua
chung ra khoi sy dau kho doa day chung nhiéu doi nhiéu kiép. Ta goi trang thai giai thoat cta hang
Thanh van la Nirvrti nhung khong phai 1a mot Nirvrti toan dién, cac vi nay da giai thoat khoi su dau
khd ctia luan hoi, nay phai tim Yana (Thira) dua dén Phat qua".

Vi Dao su day cic vi Bo-tat can phai thuc hanh nhitng hanh dwa dén Phat qua, c0 nhitng ngudi
c6 duc vong thap kém dtrc Phat day can phai chimg T dé. Ddi véi nhitng vi khong biét dén dau khod
va nguyén nhan cua dau kho, dirc Phat day nguyén nhan cta dau khé 1a Ai (Trsnd). Muén thoat khoi
Trsna thoi Diét dé va Pao dé duoc dem giang day. Nhung sy that nhirng ai dat duoc muc dich toi hau
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Clia marga, cac vi nay ciing chua dugc giai thoat hoan toan va vi vay khong dugc xem 1a giai thoat
tuyét ddi va chi nhitng vi chtng duoc vo thuong Bd dé (Agrabodhi) mai thét sy giai thoat.

Dé néu rd rang hon sy lién lac giira gido 1y Pai thira va gido ly Tiéu thira, tap Pundarika gioi
thiéu mot thi du rat thuong dung trong vin hoc Phat gido (3), vi du ngudi sinh ra dd mi. Mot ngudi
sinh ra d& mu khong tin su hién hitu mat troi, mit tring va nhimg vat khac, du cho dugc noéi dén su c6
mit ctia chung; Mot luong y ¢6 thé chita tit ca bénh hoan, thdy rang ngudi 4y sé di mU vi nhimg hanh
dong doc 4c trong qua khtr. Vi ndy biét cac bénh déu do trang thai bat thudng cua gié (vata), mat
(pitta), niém dich (slesman) hay sy réi loan phién phirc ctia ching (Samnipatika). Vi thiy thuc nghi
dén cach chira bénh va tim thiy nhitng loai thudc dic biét can dé chita bénh chi c6 thé tim thdy ¢ nui
Hy ma lap son. Vi 10ng thuong ngudi mu, vi thay thudc tim duoc phuong thude va chita bénh nhan
khoi mu l0a. Lic ndy ngudi bénh moi biét minh ngu si, ¢4 khdng tin ¢6 mit tring, mat troi va cac vi
sao. Ngudi ndy, nay tin ¢ thé thiy dugc tit ca nhitng gi c6 thé thdy va tit ca nhitng gl ngudi khéc
thay.

Mot vai an si d4 ching duoc nam Théng tri noi véi nguoi dy 10ng ty man nhu vay khong ¢ cin
ban, vi nguoi 4y chua co tri trué (prajnd) va vi vay khong dugc xem 13 ngudi o tri (pandita), khong
thé thiy nhimg gi sau btc tuong, khong biét dugc tim tu ngudi khac hay khong nghe duoc nhimng
tiéng cach xa nam do tuan (yojana). Khi duoc hoi 1am thé nao ching dugc nhitng Thang tri trén, vi ndy
dugc khuy@n sdng trong rimg hay trong hang d4, tram tudng suy tu dé diét trir cac phién ndo. Theo 16i
khuyén vi nay tir bé cudc doi, séng trong rimng ram va ching duoc nim Théng tri 4y. Vi ndy biét rang
su hiéu biét truéc cia minh rat bé nho, so sanh véi nhitng Thang tri méi ching duoc.

Ngudi mi chi cho nhitng loai hitru tinh séng mot trong luc dao va khdng biét dau 1a chanh phép.
Chung bi v6 minh lam cho mu quang, do d6 tac dong nhirng hanh vi Sanskara (hanh). Do nhiing hanh
vi nay dwa dén danh sic (Nama-Rupa) va cudi cung dua dén khd uan (Dukkhaskandha). Dtic Nhu Lai
d4 thoat khoi ba gidi, Ngai xuat hién ¢ doi vi 10ng thuong tudng ching sanh nhu con chau rudt thit.
Ngai thay chiing sanh luan hdi trong sanh tir khong biét phuong tién dé thoat ly. Vi oai duc dic biét
ciia minh, Ngai nhan thiy c6 chung sanh nhe vé 10ng san nhung niang vé 1ong tham (mandadvesa
tivraraga). C6 ching sanh nhe vé 1ong tham nhung ning vé 10ng san (mandaraga tivradvesa), ¢6 ching
sanh séng sudt (pandita) hay si mé (alpaprajna), thanh tinh (paripakasuddha) hay c6 nhirng ta kién
(mithyadrsti). Cho nén Ngai thuyét phap dung nhiéu phuong tién sai khac dé thich tmg sy sai biét tim
tanh ting nguoi. Cac vi an si ching duoc nim Thing tri 14 nhimg vi Bo-tat da phét trién Phat tam va
sau khi chimg anutpati kadharmaksanti (Bat sanh phap nhin) (4) s& trd thanh Phat.

Vi thay thudc tirc 1a dtrec Nhu Lai, gid (vata), mat (pitta) va niém dich (Slesman) 1a tham, san va
si. Bon loai thudc tirc 1a: thién dinh vé Sunyata (khong), animitata (vo tuéng, khong bi nhidm boi dbi
tuong), apranihitatd (vO nguyén vo tac: giai thoat khoi nhimg tham vong d6i véi ddi tuwong) va su
ching dat nirvanadvara (Niét ban mén). Nhd tng dung cac mén thude, bénh tat duoc tidu trir, ciing
vay, nho thién dinh vé Sunyata, animitta va apranihita, nén v6 minh va céc dau khé dan dan dugc tiéu
trir va tam tri khdng con bam chat vao nhiing tu tudng thién nghiép hay ac nghiép.

Céac nha Thanh vin va Doc gidc duge so sanh nhu nhitg ngudi mu 10a sau khi thiy lai duoc.
Nhitng vi nay dé cit dut nhitng soi day sanh tir (Samsara), giai thoat khoi cac phién ndo (klesa) va vuot
ra ngoai ba gioi. Nhitng vi ndy nghi rang khi chimg dugc Niét ban nhu vy da dat duoc sy giai thoat
tuyét doi. Pirc Nhu Lai day cac vi ndy chi co ching ngd tanh Samata (Binh ding tanh tri) ddi vi tit ca
cac phap, cac vi ndy méi that su chting Niét ban. Nhimg vi ndy duoc day can phai phat Bo dé tim
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(Bodhicitta) va nhan chian dugc minh khéng ¢ trong sanh tir (samsara), ciing khong & Niét ban
(Nirvana). Nay cac vi 4y nhan thirc dugc rang ca ba gidi trong mudi phuong déu 1a khong (Sunya) nhu
nhitng vong tudng trong con méng mi, thdy van phap déu bat sanh (anutpanna), bat diét (niruddha), bat
trién phuoc (abaddhd), bat nhiém (amuktd), khong phai vo minh (anandakard), ciing khong phai vo
minh tan (atamd). Nhitng ai ching duoc nhu vy trong ca ba gidi s& thdy duoc nhitng vat ma thudng
khéng trong thay (5).

NHUNG DIEM SAI BIET CAN BAN

Tap Saddharmapundarika ciing néu rd mot cach tuwong tu nhitng diém sai biét cin ban giita Tiéu
thua va Pai thira. Tap nay néu ro:

- Dtic Phat sdng ra ngodi ba gigi nhung xuit hién trong ba gi6i vi 10ng tir bi thuong tudong vo
luong chung sanh dé bi dau khé vi vd minh khéng nhan chan dugc su that;

- Niét ban cua hang Thanh vin chi 1a mot chd dimg nghi khong c6 dau kho, nhung khong phai
| su giai thoat chan thyc va tuyét di, va nhimg hang Thanh vin sau khi chimg Niét ban cua minh, con
can phai tu tap dé ching duoc Phat qua, diy méi thuc 14 chan giai thoat; va

- Cin tanh chung sanh sai khac nhau, nén ddi véi mot hang chung sanh (chi cho Thanh vin)
Bbn dé va ly Duyén khoi dugc day cho cac vi nay dé duoc giai thoat khoi ba gigi: duc, sic va vo sic
gioi.

Ba diém trén can duoc giai thich riéng biét vi diém dau nodi dén quan diém ba than cua cac nha
Dai thira. Diém thtr hai n6i dén quan diém Niét ban cua cac hang Thanh van 1a Bo-tat, va diém thir ba
dé cap dén Tuc dé va Chan dé cua Tiéu thira va Pai thira.

Gi4o ly vé Kaya (Than)

Diém sai khac dau tién giita Tiéu thira va Dai thira nhu tip Saddharmapundarika dé cap dén 1a
dac Phat hién héa trong ba gi¢i. Quan diém nay khién ching ta can phai tim hiéu van dé kaya (than)
cta dtrc Phat theo quan diém cac nha Tiéu thira va Dai thira. Trong cac hoc phéi Tiéu thira, hoc phai
Thuong toa bd dé cp rét it dén vin dé& Phap than, vi theo quan diém cta phai nay, dic Phat nhu mot
ngudi thuong sdng & trong doi va nhu cac chung sanh khac, ciing bi chi phdi bai nhitng gia tam cua
mot than thé bi hoai diét. Nhiéu khi hoc phai ndy mét cach triru twong dé cap dén dirc Phat va Phap cia
Ngai (dhamma) 12 mot, nhung khong c¢6 an ¥ siéu hinh nao. Nhung chinh nhiing dé cap nay da la mot
dip cho phai Nhét thé hitu bo va Dai thira gioi thiéu va phat trién quan diém dhammakaya (Phap than).

Céc nha Nhat thé hitu bo bat dau ban luan dén van dé Kaya cia dirc Phat, nhung chi c¢6 phai Dai
chlng bo méi di sau vao van d& mot cach hing hai va mé dudng cho nhitng cudc bién ludn cua cic nha
Pai thura.

Nhitng nha Dai thira dau tién ma gido Iy phan 16n duoc tim thiy trong tap Astasdhasrika
Prajnaparamita (Bat nh@ Ba-la-mat bat thién tung) vdi hoc phai cia Ngai Long Tho da quan niém co
hai than: (1) Rupa hay Nirmanakaya (Sic than hay Hoa than), ttc gom nhimng than tho hay té chi chung
cho cac loai hitu tinh. (1) Dharmakaya (Phap than) dung theo hai nghia, mot 1a chi cho phap uén, tong
hop cac phap Phat day khién mot nguoi tro thanh Phat. Nghia thir hai 12 nguyén tac siéu hinh bao tram
van phép (Tathata = chin nhu).
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Hoc phai Yogacara phan biét tho sic than va té sic than, goi tho sic than 13 Rupakaya hay
Nirmanakaya va goi té sic than 1a Sambhogakaya (Tho dung than). Tap Lankavatara dai dién cho giai
doan so khoi ctua quan diém Yogacara, goi Sambhogakaya laNisyandabuddha (dang lwu Phat), hay
Dharmata-nisyadabuddha (Phap tanh diang lwu Phat hay dtic Phat do Dhamatd tao ra). Tap Sutrd
lankara (6) dung danh tir Sambhogakaya thay cho danh tir Nisyanda buddha va danh tu
Svabhavikakaya (tu tanh than) thay cho dharmakaya. Trong tap Abhisamayalankarakarika va tap
Pancavimsatisahasrika, Prajnaparamita dugc kiét tap lai, Sambhogakaya chi cho than thanh tinh ma
cac duc Phat dung dé thuyét phap cho hang Bd-tat va Dharmakaya chi cho than thanh tinh nho su thue
hanh cac B6 dé phan va cac phap khac dé thanh Phat. D4i v6i Dharmakaya siéu hinh, nhimg vi nay
dung danh tir Svabhava hay Svabhavikakaya (tu tanh than) Tap Vijnaptimatratasiddhi (Thanh duy
thire) gin gitt quan niém cua tap Karika, nhung dung mét danh tir méi, Svasambhogakaya (tu tho dung
than) dé chi Dharmakaya cua tap Karika, va dung danh tir Parasambhogakaya (tha tho dung than) dé
chi Sambhogakaya cua tap Karika.

QUAN PIEM HIEN THU'C VE BDUC PHAT TRONG NHUNG TAP NIKAYAS

Trong mot qudc dd ma khuynh hudng than thanh hoa cac nhan vat rat manh liét, ching ta phai
khen cac nhaTiéu thira dau tién d4 co thé gin gitt dugc quan diém nhin ban cua dic Phat cho dén thé
ky tha I hay thir IT sau khi Ngai nhap diét, khi cac kinh diém duoc xem la d4 kiét tap thanh hinh. Céc
vi Tiéu thira dién ta dtrc Phét v6i nhimg 101 nhu sau:

Bhagava araham sammasambuddho vijjacaranasampanno Sugato lokavidu anuttaro
purisadammasarathi sattha devamanussanam buddho bhagava. Soimam lokam sadevakam samarakam
sabrahmakam sassamanabrahmanim pajam sadevamanussam sayam abhinna sacchikatva pavedeti. So
dhammam desedi adikalyanam v.v...

Dtic Thé Ton 14 vi A-la-han, chanh dang giac, minh hanh tic, thién thé, thé gian giai, vo thuong
si, diéu ngu truong phu, thién nhon sw, Phat, Thé ton, Ngai biét hoan toan thé gii chu thién, ma
vuong, sa mon, Ba-la-mén va loai ngudi, va sau khi biét Ngai dem giang day cho moi loai. Ngai giang
chanh phap so thién, trung thién va hau thién (7).

Qua su dién ta ndy khong c6 an ¥ dac Phat 1a mot vi sidu nhan. Theo vil try quan cua Phat ti,
c4c hang chu thién & cac thién gigi ma thién gidi cao nhat 12 Pham thién gigi (8), chi 1a nhitng chiing
sanh c6 cong duc va niang luc cao dang, nhung vé thanh dat tAm linh, nhitng vi ndy thua cac vi Thanh
hay A-la-han; nhu viy trong doan dién ta ndy, cac nha Tiéu thira khong than thanh hoa hay siéu thanh
hoa dirc Phat. Cac nha Tiéu thira chi néi rang Thich Ca Mau Ni nho tu tp nhiing kha nang tdm linh
thanh tinh va gian dj trong doi Ngai va nhd két qua nhitng cong dirc chét chira trong nhiéu doi truée da
thanh tyu duoc sy giai thoat siéu dang va dd chimg dugc khong nhimg tri tué va ning luc hon tat ca
thién nhon ma con ching duogc tri tué va ning luc cao nhat c6 thé ching duoc. Trong tdp Majjhima-
Nikaya, Ngai A Nan giai thich vi sao dirc Phat chi dugc xem la siéu ding hon cac vi A-la-han, du ca
hai déu cung dat dén mét muc tiéu.

Ngai noi rang khong c6 mot vi Ty kheo nao duoc xem 1a diy du nhitng dirc tinh trong moi
phuong dién nhu nhitng durc tinh ctia mét dirc Phat. Hon nita dtrc Phat 1a vi & kham phéa ra con duong
chua duoc kham pha tir trude, mot vi da biét va da thuyét con duong 4y. Cac hang Thanh vin chi 12
nhitng ngudi noi theo con dudng ay ma thoi (9).
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Nhirng doan trong cac tap Nikdya cdng nhan c6 mdt quan diém siéu thue

Trude su dién dat dirc Phat nhu vay that kho cho nhitng hoc phéi Tiéu thira vé sau c6 thé x6a bo
nhitng nhan tinh dtrc Phat, néu khong c¢6 mot vai danh tir trong nhiing tip Tam tang sém nhét, chinh
nhitng doan nay gilp cho c6 nhiéu sy giai thich khac hon. Mot vai doan 4y dugc ké nhu sau:

1/- yo vo Ananda maya dhammo ca vinayo ca desito pannatto so vo mam accayena sattha.

(Buc Phat da noi voi Ngai A Nan trude khi Ngai nhap Niét ban: Phéap va Luat ta day s& 13 vi
dao su cho nguoi sau khi ta chét) (10).

Phap va Luat & day rd rang chi cho cac gido 1y va gidi luat do dirc Phat giang day: diém nay
cling r0 rang tr noi cau chuyén cuia Ngai A Nan vdi Gopak Moggallana khi Ngai A Nan giai thich vi
sao c4c vi Ty kheo sau khi dtrc Phat nhap diét, khong thé xem 1a khong c6 su y chi (appatisarana).
Ngai noi rang nay cac vi Ty kheo c6 thé y chi noi chanh phap va chanh phap ¢ day 1a gido ly va gioi
luat (11)

2/- Bhagavato mhi putto oraso mukhato jatodhammajo dhammanim-mito dhammadayado iti.
Tam kissa hetu? Tathagatassa h’etam ahdhivacanam. Dhammakayo iti pi Brahmakayo iti pi.
Dhammabhuto iti pi ti.

(Nhu mét nguoi Ba-la-mon noi réng minh tu sanh & miéng ciia Pham thién, cling vay mot sa
mén Thich tir c6 thé noi minh sanh tir dirc Thé Tén, do noi miéng ciia Ngai, sanh tir gido 1y ctia Ngai,
dao tao do gido 1y ctia Ngai v.v...) Du trong doan nay Dhamma dugc xem la ngang hang véi Brahma,
nhung doan nay khong bao ham y nghia siéu hinh gi. Bay chi 18 mdt sy so sanh gitra mét vi Ba-la-mon
va mot vi sa mon Thich tir va Dhammakaya dugc xem la twong duong véi Brahmakaya.

3/- Vakkali khi 1am chung rat mudn gip dtrc Phat; nén dtrc Phat dén mot bén givdong va noi:

"Alam Vakkali kim te putikayena ditthena. Yo kho Vakkali dhammam passati so mam passati.
Yo mam passati so dhammam passati*.

(Nay Vakkali, thoi dimg xem cai than ué truge ndy. Nay VKkali, ai thiy phap tirc thay ta, ai thiy
ta ttrc thay phap).

Sau khi néi cau nay, dirc Phat giang phap Vo6 thuong (Anicca) cua minh. Trong cac tap Nikaya
c6 nhiéu doan cling mot ¥ nghia tuong duong va nhitng doan ndy c6 thé duoc xem 13 di tién phong cho
nhitng quan niém sau nay Va rat c6 thé thanh cin ban cho nhing luan thuyét Dai thira. Nhung doan vin
vira dé cip dén that ra khong c6 ¥ nghia siéu hinh gi. Trong doan nay dtc Phat n6i dén than ctua Ngai
|2 than ué trugc va dé nhin manh phan gido 1y cua minh. Ngai ndi gi4o Iy cua Ngi can phai dugc cac
dé tir cia Ngai xem mot cach kinh can nhu than thé cua Ngai(12).

4/- Boan vin trong tip Anguttara Nikaya (13) dirc Phat n6i Ngai khdng phai 1a mot thién than,
khong phai 1a mot Gandhabba (Can that ba), khdng phai 18 mdt nguoi. Poan nay duoc gido sw Masson
Oursel (14) xem la c6 bao ham y niém Pai thira vé Kaya. Khdng phai 1a khdng c6 thé xem c6 nhiing
an y siéu hinh trong doan nay, du ngudi kiét tap kinh tang that khong ¢ ¥ dinh dé cap dén. Ba-la-mon
Dona thay hinh anh phap luan duéi ban chan dic Phat, hoi Ngai ¢6 phai 1a mot vi thién than, mot Can
that ba, mot Da xoa hay mot nguoi thuong. Duc Phat tra 101 Ngai khdng phai 1a mot loai hiru tinh trén
vi Ngai da diét trir duoc cac lau hodc (Asava). Chinh nhimg 1au hoic nay khién con nguoi tré thanh
thién than, Can théat ba, Da xoa hay nguoi thuong. Nhu mdt hoa sen sanh trong nudc, 16n 18n trong
nudc, nhung vuot 1én trén va khong bi dinh dang gi véi nude. Ciing vay, mot dic Phat sinh & trong
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doi, 10n 18n ¢ trong doi, nhung d4 nhiép phuc (abhibhuyya) doi va sdng khong bi chi phéi bai doi. Do
vay Ngai ndi vi Ba-la-mon nén xem Ngai nhu mét dire Phat chir khong phai loai hitu tinh nao ca.

5/- Lai c6 nhiéu doan khac n6i dén than thong dic Phat nhu Ngai c6 thé sdng trong mot kiép
hay c6 thé hién ra nhiéu héa than khac nhau va lam nhiéu than thong khac? Nhung chung ta phai dé y
nhitng than thong ay khong phai chi riéng dirc Phat méi c6 ma cac vi dé tir ctia Ngai ciing chimg dugc
néu d4 dat duoc nhitg Thanh qué cao hon (15).

Quan diém vé Kaya ciia Thuwong toa b khong thay doi

Chiing ta c6 thé xem tu tudng Dai thira ¢4 ham chira trong nhitng doan vin trén tuy khong duoc
phat 16 mot cach diy du. Nhung tap Kathavatthu (16) xac ching su c¢6 mit lich st dirc Phat chdng véi
nhitng ngudi khong chap nhan sui kién ndy va dan chimg nhimg su tich dic Phat trong nhimg tap
Nikayas. Nhitng diém trén khién chung ta thay r6 quan diém cua Thuong toa bo ddi véi van dé cua
duc Phat. DU tir nhitng danh tir Rupakaya va Dharmakaya, tir nhitng tac pham Dai thira hay ban Dai
thira, duoc dua vao cac tac pham Pali vé sau (17), nhimg danh tir ndy khdng mang theo nhiing tu tuéng
siéu thyc. Ngai Buddhaghosa cham cho dén thé ky tht V sau ky nguyén, d& ndi dén nhiing Kayas nhu
Sau.

Yo pi so Bhagava asiti anuvyanjanapatimandita-dvattimsamahapurisalakkhanavicitra-rupakayo
sabbakaraparisuddhasi lakkhandhadi-gunaratanasamiddha-dhammakayo yasamahatta-punnamahatta...
appatipuggalo araham sammasambuddho.

(Buc Thé Ton c6 mot Rupakaya dep d&, day du 32 tudng tét ciia mot vi dai nhan va 80 tly hinh
hao, va c6 mot Dharmakaya thanh tinh hoan toan va day du gi6i luat va thién dinh v.v... (18) danh
xung day du va cong duc rét rao... mot vi siéu nhan, A-la-han, Chanh dang giac (19).

Du cho quan diém cua Buddhaghosa rat thuc tién, Ngai ciing khong thoat khoi sy chi phdi cua
thién kién ton giao va gan cho dirc Phat nhitng nang luc siéu nhan. Trong tap Atthasalini (20), Ngai
noi, trong ba thang dtic Phat ving mit & thé gidi nay, Ngai dd & tai cung troi DAu suat giang
Abhidhamma cho ba me dtrc Phét dd tao ra nhitng hoa Phat Nimittabuddha giéng hét nhu than thé cua
Ngai. Nhitng hoa Phat ndy giéng duc Phat thiét vé giong noi, 161 néi cho dén nhitng hao quang phat
chiéu tu than. Cac vi hoa Phat chi duoc chu thién ¢ thién gigi cao hon phén biét, chir khong do nhing
chu thién ¢ thién gioi thap hon va loai ngudi.

T6m lai, cac nha Tiéu thira dau tién quan niém Ripakava cua dic Phat nhu thin ciia mot nguoi
thuong (21) va Dharmakaya cua Ngai 12 Phap va Luat kiét tap lai...

QUAN DIEM CUA NHAT THE HU'U BQ

Hoc phai Nhat thé hiru bo gin gitt quan diém thuc tai cua dtic Phat va chi khac ddi chat véi
quan diém ctua Thuong toa bo. Rét tiéc ba Tang bang tiéng Sanskrit cia phai ndy da bi mat han, chi
con lai nhitng doan manh mun tim dugc ¢ Trung A, hay nhiing ban dich A Ham chit Han, nhiing ban
dich nay rat it ngudi cha tim nghién ctu (22).

Nguén tai liéu chinh cta chung t6i hién nay 14 tip Abhidharmakosa da duoc gido su La Vallée
Poussin dich ra tiéng Phap, mot cong trinh Vi dai rat dang tan duong. O day can phai cha y tap Kosa
dugc viét ra sau cac tip Agamas mot thoi gian kha dai 12 cong trinh cia mot vi tom thau tu tudng A ty
dam ctia Nhat thé hiru bo. Tap Kosa d6i voi Agama tuong duong véi tap Visuddhimagga d6i voi tang

61



Pali. V&i trinh d6 hiéu biét cua chung ta hién tai, tip Dviyavadana va tap Lalitavistara thuoc hoc phai
Nhat thé hitu bd, nhung duoc cac nha Pai thira kiét tap lai. Vi vay chang ta can phai than trong khi
nghién ctru mot vai 101 tuy@n bd cua hai tap nay vé Kaya.

| - Dviyavadana

C6 mét vai doan trong tap Dviyavadana vé ripakaya va dharmakaya cua dirc Phat va ciing dong
y nghia véi cac tap Pali. Mot thoi Srona Kotikarna néi nho hong an su phy, ong da thiy Dharmakaya
cta dirc Phat, nhung vi mudn thay Rupakaya cua dirc Phat nén 6ng mudn di dén chd dtrc Phat hién an
tra (23). Upagupta (Uu ba cuc da) mot 1an noi véi Mara 1a Ngai chi thdy dharmakaya va nho Mara chi
cho rlpakaya, Mara lién hién mot hoa than (Vigraha) cua dirc Phat, ddy du cac tuéng tot va tudng phu
cua vi dai nhan (24). Trong cau tra 101 cua vua Rudrayana cho vua Bimbisara: "narajan krpano loke
dharmakayena sansprset". (Thua Dai vuong, dimg dé mot ngudi vo ton gido rd dén Dharmakaya),
danh tir Dharmakaya (Phap than) c6 thé c6 mot y nghia siéu hinh nhung doan nay khéng c6 y nghia iy
(25). Sau khi Upagupta chi cho Ngai thiy thap Ngai A Nan, cau tra 10i vua A-duc d4 néu rd y nghia
chit Dharmakaya. CAu 4y nhu sau: "Cai than Ngai cho 13 thanh tinh, hoan hao va do dharma lam ra,
than 4y do Visoka (Ananda) mang giir , vi vdy thap Ngai dang duoc tén kinh. Ngon dén dharma, ngon
dén nay da pha tan dém t6i phién néo, dang duoc soi chiéu gitra loai nguoi nho ning luc ngudi con cia
Sugatendra va vi vdy can phai duoc kinh 18 mét cach tin thanh (26).

Tuy vay c6 mot sé Avadanas (Thi du) trong tap Divyavadana c6 ham chira ¥ nghia Pai thira.
Chung ta doc trong tdp Rudrayanavadana (27) nhu chung ta thudng tim thiy trong cac tap Pai thira, ta
nhitng hdo quang phét tir miéng dirc Phat khi Ngai mim cudi, nhitng hao quang nay chiéu sang cac loai
hitu tinh & thién gidi va dia nguc. Ching ta can dé y tap Atthasalini (28) ciing ndi dén nhimg hao
quang S4u mau cua duc Phat phat chiéu tir than Ngai, hinh nhu tu tuéng Dai thira dan dan anh huong
dén thanh tri bao thir cia Thuong toa bo.

1. - Lalitavisatara (Than théng du hi kinh)

Tap Lalitavistara cho ching ta mot hinh anh dac Phat siéu nhan hon 13 nhan tanh, nhung van rat
xa nhitng quan diém Dai thira vé Sambhogakaya va Dharmakaya, du hai chuong cubi tap nay ndi dén
gido ly tathata (chan nhu). Trong tap Lalitavistara, dic Phat d4 dugc than thanh héa nhung khong dé
cap dén van dé Trikaya (Ba than).Tap ndy trong nhiéu doan noi dirc Phét xuat hién trong thé giéi loai
ngudi theo lokanuvartana (29) (nghia 13 theo quan niém thé gian) va néu Ngai mudn, Ngai c6 thé tranh
dugc, bang cach ¢ lai trong mot thién gigi va nhap Niét ban tir noi nay.

Bai tudong thuat doi sdng dtrc Phat d4 bi gian doan nhiéu chd - ¢6 18 cac nha kiét tap nghi thém
Vé sau - boi nhitng cau chuyén gitta dirc Phat va Ananda, khién tap ndy cd vé Dai thira chir khong phai
Tiéu thira. C6 mot doan, dirc Phat giai thich cho Ananda rang Ngai khdng gidng loai ngudi, khong bi
bao thai lam nho nhép. Ngai ¢ trong mot hop bao chau (Ratnavyuha) dat trong bao thai. Hop nay ctimg
nhu kim cuong nhung mém diu nhu 16ng to con chim Kacilindika. Ngai gidng sanh cing céc su kién
lién hé dén Ngai giang sanh déu thudc siéu nhan. Ngai ciing tién doan, trong twong lai ¢6 nhimg ngudi
khéng ché ngu than, khau va y, ngu mudi, bét tin, tu phu, tin nhiing diéu minh nghe ma khéng suy
nghi; nhitng hang nay s€ khong tin tinh cach siéu nhan qua sy giang sanh ctia Ngai (31).

Chuing ta c6 thé thay, ngang qua su phong dai day thi vi cta tap Lalitavistara, tip ndy quan niém
dtc Phat nhu mot nguoi lich str, ddy da nhimg tuéng tot chinh va tudng tot phy, cudi cling van 12 mot
con ngudi, can phai dugc cac nhac si thién giéi nhic nhd dén nhitng hanh déng cua minh trong qué
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khtr va su phat nguyén ctia minh ctru d6 ching sanh khoi sy dau kho, mot ngudi can phai c¢6 sy khuyén
khich mé&i c6 thé tir gid cudc doi dé thanh dat chi nguyén ctia minh (32). V& van dé chu thién clng
dudng nha cira cho vi Bo-tat khi con trong bao thai, tap iy chép rang: "Mubn cho tit ca chu thién cung
dudng nha cira déu hoan hi, vi Bo-tat khién ba Mayadevi (Hoang hau Ma gia) dang c6 thai xuat hién
trong m&i mot nha duge dang ciing nho thién dinh mahavydha caa minh (dai trang nghiém tam ma
dia). Day khdng c6 ¥ nghia gi vé nirmanakaya mot cach r rang - tréi lai c6 vé gidng nhu nhitng than
thong ndi trong tap Nikaya.

Trong chuong cudi, tap Lalitavistara noi dén nhitng ddc tinh ctia dic Phat. Burc Phat dugc goi la
Cay I6n (Mahadruma) vi Ngai c6 than Dharmakayajnana (Phéap than tri) (33). Vi chuong nay co6 thé
thudc Pai thira duoc thém vao sau, ching ta co ly dé xem tap Lalitavistara nguy@n ban 1& mot tac pham
Nhét thé hitu bo, quan niém duc Phat nhu mot con ngudi c6 nhitng dac tinh siéu nhan.

I11. - Abhidharmakosa

Nay ching ta c6 thé xem tac pham ciia Vasubandhu, thuyét trinh vién vi dai ctia hoc phai Nhat
thé hitu bd. Trong tap Abhidharmakosa, Ngai dd dem vao mot ¥ nghia mdi cho chit Dharmakaya va
Rupakaya. Trong khi ban luan van dé Tam Quy, Ngai ¢6 ging néu rd y nghia chan thirc cia Buddha,
Dharma va Sangha ma vi dé tir quy y, Ngai noi nhitng ai quy y Phat tirc 1a su that quy y nhiing dtrc
tanh (Dharma) tac thanh mot dirc Phat, nghia 1a nhitng phap ma nhitng ai thuc chirmg duoc goi la dtic
Phat, hay noi cach khac nhitng phap ma mot nguoi néu ching duogc sé hiéu moi sy moi vat. Nhiing
phap iy 1a Ksayajnana (tan tri hay diét tan tri), Anutpadajnana (vd sanh tri) (34) va Samyagdrsti
(ché&nh tri kién) cta nhimg vi Asaikas (v hoc) cling voi nhitng phap tuwong tmg véi tri (jnanas), tic 1a
5 uan thanh tinh. Mot Dharmakaya 1a do nhitng phap nay tac thanh.

Tai mot chd khac, khi néu rd sy dong nhat vé dharmakaya cua tat ca dirc Phat, Ngai giai thich
Dharmakaya nhu 13 mét 1ién tuc cta nhitng phéap thanh tinh hay ding hon mot sy d6i méi cac phan tir
danh va sic ciia mot tiém thuc (anasravadharmasamtana, asrayaparavrtti) (vo 1au phap tuong tuc, bién
trd so y) (35). Nhu vay Dharmakaya c6 nghia 1a mot ca tanh thanh tinh méi mé hay mot Asraya (so
tra). Nhung mot Dharmakaya nhu thé, mét vi A-la-han ciing c6 thé chimg duoc (36).

Trong tap Sutralankara (37), me dirc Phat va mot cu si tu hanh kha cao dugc xem 1a chung
Dharmakaya nhu trén. Theo d6 Kosa c6 hai giai thich vé Dharmakaya, mot 12 nhiing dirc tanh ctua mot
dac Phat, hai 1a ca tanh thanh tinh (asraya) ctia mot duc Phat.

Sy that tap Kosa di thay doi nhimg quan diém cé thé vé Dharmakaya trong tap Nikaya va
Divyavadana véi mdt quan niém triru tuong. Trong hai tdp nay, Dharmakaya chi cé nghia 1a nhiing
gido ly, nghia 1a cac BS dé phan hay vo thudng, khd va v ngd cung véi gidi luat (Vinaya) ghi chép
trong tap Patimokkha (gidi boén). Con theo Vasubandhu, Dharmakaya con ¢ nghia 1a nhitng dirc tanh
clia mot dirc Phat va ca tanh so y thanh tinh (Asraya).

N6i dén cong thirc tam quy, Vasubandhu néi vi nhyc than (rupakaya) dirc Phat khong thay doi
khi Ngai ching qua B6 dé, chiing ta khong nén quy y rupakaya cia dic Phat, vi d6 13 rupakaya cua vi
Bo-tat va nhu vy con thudc hitu 14u. Ciing nhu mot ngudi kinh trong mét vi tu si vi nhitng dirc tanh
cta vi ndy, chtr khong phai vi than thé cta vi tu si, do vy mot tin d6 phai quy y Phat tanh (Buddhatva)
chir khong phai quy y nhuc than dic Phat. Ciing vay, Vasubandhu giai thich quy y Phap va quy y
Tang. Phap duogc giai thich 1a Niét ban hay ba sy that: khé, tp, va dao hay lac, kho va phi kho phi lac.
Tang dugc giai thich 1a nhirng dirc tanh ma mot gido hoi tu si phai chirng duoc (38).
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Tap Vihasa (Ty ba sa) tin cho ching ta biét, c6 ngudi quy y Phat, tirc 12 quy y nhuc than cta
dtc Phat gdm co dau, cd, bung, lung, tay va chan ciia dirc Nhu Lai. C6 nguoi ndi vi than duc Phat do
cha me sinh, than 4y con hiru 1au va khong thé 1a mot chd dé quy y, vay chd quy y phai 12 nhitng phap
vO hoc (Asaiksa) tac thanh mot dirc Phat, nghia 1a dharmakaya (39). R8 rang Vibhasa truong hop déu,
n6i dén cac hoc phai Tiéu thira dau tién va trudng hop tht hai, néi dén hoc phai Nhat thé hiru bo va
nhitng d¢ tr cua hoc phai nay.

Quan diém Dharmakaya twong tw ciia cac nha Thanh thwe ton va Dai thira

Hoc phai Thanh thuc t6n c6 mot quan diém vé Dharmakaya gan gidng quan diém cua Nhét thé
hitu bd. Theo hoc phai ndy, Dharmakaya gom c6 gidi, dinh, tué, giai thoat va giai thoat tri kién.
Buddhaghosa , Nagarjuna va tac gia tap Milindapanha ciing déu n6i dén mot Dharmakaya twong tu.
Nghia 1& nhuc than dtrc Phat duogc trd thanh thanh tinh nho thuc hanh nim uan (Skandhas) nay va nhu
vay dugc goi 1a Dharmakaya. Nhung vi nhitng vi A-la-han ciing chiing dugc nhitng phap thanh tinh
nay, nén Harivarman, nguoi sang 1ap Thanh thuc ton, phan biét Dharmakaya cua dirc Phat bang cach
noéi rang Dharmakaya cua dirc Phat khong nhitng gdm c6 nim phap thanh tinh trén ma con gom cé
mudi lyc, bon v6 s Gy va ba niém xi ma mot vi A-la-han khéng thé thanh tyu duoc.

Tap Abhisamayalankarakarika va tap Pancavimsatisahasrika-Paramita, la nhiing tic pham quan
trong ctia Duy thirc tong, d4 dinh nghia Dharmakaya voi mot y nghia twong ty. Hai tdp ndy ndi riang
cac phap nhu B6 dé phan, vo luong tim, giai thoat, thanh qua v.v... nhitng phap ndy tac thanh Nhat thé
tri (Sarvajnata) va Nhat thé tri tirc 12 Dharmakaya. Chlng ta can phai nhé tap Karika va Prajnaparamita
ding danh tir ndy khac véi ¥ nghia thong thudng cta cac tic pham Dai thira, that sy chung né nghia Ty
tho dung than (svasambhogakaya) cua cac nha hau Duy thtc.

Tap Prajnaparamita ciing duy tri quan diém cho rang Dharmakaya gom c6 nhiing phap (dharma)
va phép cao thuong nhét theo tap nay 1a Bat nha Ba-la-mat, nghia 1a tri tu¢ giup cho mot nguoi chimg
dugc phap khong. Tap Astasahasrika dit van dé ton kinh x4 lgi Nhu Lai ¢6 nhiéu cong dirc hon su t6n
kinh Prajnaparamita, nhu bang cach chép mot bon cua tap ndy hay khong? Cau tra loi 1a nhiing x4 loi
tuy thudc vao than d& dugc Prajnaparamita lam cho thanh tinh, va nhu vay Bat nhd@ Ba-la-mat tr¢ thanh
ngudn gdc tac thanh duc Ph?t, va ngudn gdc dang duoc ton kinh hon 1a di san cua két qua, tirc 12 x4
loi, do ngudn gbc 4y tao nén. Nhu viy ton Prajnaparamita duoc nhiéu cong dic hon t6n kinh xa loi
duc Phat. Tap ndy thém ring tat ca 161 day cua dirc Phat phat xuat tir Prajnaparamita va chinh nhiing vi
dharmabhanaka (phap su) gin gitt va truyén ba nhitng 10i day cua didc Phat; do vdy nhiing vi
dharmabhanaka cling phai dugc ton kinh. Nhitng vi nay dugc Phap than, Bat nhd Ba-la-mat che cho.
Sarvajnata (Nhat thé tri) duoc thAm nhuin boi Prajna paramita; tir Nhat thé tri phat sanh than Nhu Lai,
nhitng x4 lgi than nay dugc cung kinh danh 1&, do vay Prajnaparamita dang duoc ton kinh (40).

CAC BIEN LUAN CUA TIEU THUA
Rupakaya co6 phai la Vipakaja (di thuc sanh) khong?

Tap Kosa quan niém rang Rupakaya (sic than) dirc Phat diy du tudng tét chinh va phu 1a két
qua nhirng thién nghiép ctia Ngai trong nhitng doi trude. Do vay chinh cac die Phat cling khong thoat
khoi két qua nhitng nghiép ciia minh. Devadatta chia ré Tang gia la do mot hanh dong doc dc qua khir
ctua dtrc Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni. Tap Vyakhya va Vibhasa giai thich su tinh nay chi xay dén véi duc
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Phat Thich Ca ma thoi, khong dén cac dirc Phat khéc, vi trong mot doi trude Ngai da chia ré giira dé tir
mot vi tu s da ching duoc nam Théng tri (Abbijnas) (41).

Quan diém xem dirc Phat tho huéng hodc ganh chiu két qua nghiép ctia minh ... cling duogc tap
Divyavadana (42) va Majjhima Nikaya (43) chap nhan.

Theo tap Divyavadana, dtirc Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni c¢6 néi cac vi Jinas ciing khong thé thoat
khoi nghiép cia minh. Con tap Majjhima Nikaya néi dirc Nhu Lai lam cac thién nghiép trong nhitng
doi trude, do d6 Ngai duoc huong nhitng cam giac thanh tinh va hoan lac hién tai. Truyén thong chép
khi dtc Phat bj Devadatta ném miéng d4 1am bi thwong, Ngai n6i chin muoi mot kiép vé trude, Ngai
d4 dung miii lao 1am mét ngudi bi thuong; do két qua ac nghiép iy, nay Ngai bi vét thuong nay.

Tréi lai, tap Milindapanha lai c6 mot quan diém khac xa. Tap ndy cdng nhan Devadatta qua c6
tao ra su chia r€ trong giao hdi, nhung tdp nay nodi su chia ré nay khong do mot hanh dong nao duirc
Phat tao ra, ma chi do mot anh huéng ngoai lai, do khong thé noi dirc Phat vi két qua nghiép ctia minh
ma phai chju mot gido hoi phan hoa (bhejjapariso). Ciing vdy, tap ndy giai thich vét thuong hay chimg
bénh ma dirc Phat phai duong chiu. Trude hét tip ndy Xac nhan dirc Phat chimg duoc todn giac sau khi
nho tan gbc ré cac ac phap, do vay Ngai khdng thé c6 su dau kho gi do nghiép tao nén. Roi tap 4y noi
thém ngoai Karma (nghiép), con ¢ nhimg nguyén nhan khac tao ra cam giac dau kho nhu ba khi chat,
thoi tiét v.v... Do vay vét thuong ma dirc Phat ganh chiu 1a do mot Opakammika (bat thuong) va bénh
cua Ngai la do nhitng nguyén nhan khong phai 1a nghiép (44).

Dure Phat la Jarayaja (thai sanh) hay Upapaduka (héa sanh)?

Dé loai trir nhirng nghi ngo¢ ddi voi dan sanh mét vi dai nhan va dai cong dic nhu vi Bo-tat
trong doi séng cudi cling cua Ngai, mot sy nghi ngd didu ma tap Lalitavistara d4 dé cap t6i 1a mot hop
bao chiu d4 duoc tao ra dé vi Bo-tat tri an trong bao thai ba me - Tap Kosa (45) tiép tuc néu rd nhimg
vi Bo-tat co ning luc lwa chon loai dan sanh (upapattivasitva) ciia minh va dic Thich Ca Mau Ni lya
161 thai sanh véi hai muc dich. Mot 1a dé gitip ich cho giong toc Sakya va ding dé nguoi ta 1am tudong
dtc Phat nhu mot nha phi thuy, mot thién than hay quy st . Mot dich thr hai 1a dé lai mot vai xa loi
than Ngai va nho cing duong nhitng xalgi nay, hang ngan loai nguoi va cac loai hiru tinh khac sanh
Ién thién gidi hay dugc giai thoat.

Phai Dai chung bo va mén phai (46) xac nhan diuc Thich Ca Mau Ni 1a Upapaduka (hoa sanh)
va con cua Ngai Rahula ciing 1a mot vi hoa sanh, vi cac vi Bo-tat khong thé co duc vong. Céc vi Pai
chlng bd x4c nhan cac vi Bo-tat c6 than thong adhisthanikirddhi (than thong c6 thé hién ra bat ctr luc
nao, bat ¢t chd nao va dudi hinh thirc nao), na nho than thong nay, dirc Thich Ca Mau Ni déng vai trd
dan sanh trong bao thai cia Hoang hau Maya. Nhiing vi nay quan niém dic Phat nhu mdt vi Lokottara
(siéu thé tanh) va dtc Thich Ca chi 14 mot hinh bong Nirmanakaya (héa than). Dic Phat siéu thé c6
mét rl pakaya v tan, thuong con, thoat khoi moi hitu 1du phap. Btc Phat ludn ludn sbng trong thién
dinh, khong bao gid nga hay nim mong (47) va biét tit ca moi vat trong mot sat-na. Ngai khdng bao
gio biét mét moi hay can nghi ngoi va ludn ludn ban tim gidc ngd moi lodi hiru tinh. Nang luc va doi
séng ciia Ngai 1a vo tan. Vi mudn giup d& moi loai hiru tinh, Ngai c6 thé tly nguyén hién ra mét trong
luc dao, nhiing diéu gi Ngai néi déu ding voi su that di cho nguoi nghe c6 thé hiéu Ngai khong giéng
nhau.

Tom lai cac vi Pai chiing b xem dirc Phat nhu mét vi hoan toan siéu nhan véi nang luc va tri
tué vo tan va khdng bao gio mudn nhap Niét ban (48).
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QUAN NIEM KAYA KHI BAI THUA MOI DUQC THANH HINH

Cé4c nha Dai thira thiu nhin quan niém Nirmanakaya cua phai Pai chung bo vao ly thuyét
Trikaya cua minh, thém vao Sambhogakaya (tho dung than) va Dharmakaya (phap than).
Sambhogakaya gan gidng v6i quan diém ctia Pai chiung bo vé dirc Phét siéu nhan va Dharmakaya la
mot quan niém triét Iy mdi cla cac nha Dai thira.

Hinh nhu nhitng quan niém Kaya méi nay khong duoc hoan nghénh cho lim, khi Dai thira méi
dugc thanh hinh. Tap Saddharmapundarika va Suvarnaprabhasa ¢ ging x6a nhoa trong tdm tri moi
ngudi hinh anh doi séng lich st cia dic Thich Ca Mau Ni. Trong tap Pundarika ching ta thiy Ngai
Maitreya (Di Lic) dong vai trd mot ngudi da nghi va hoi vi sao dic Phét c6 thé, trong thoi gian ngin
ngui 40 nam sau khi gidc ngd & Gaya, thanh tyu vo lugng vo sé phan su ctia mot dic Nhu Lai va dat
dan duoc vo s6 Bo-tat thanh tyu Phat qua. That gidng nhu sy mau thuin mot nguoi 25 tudi lai co thé
xem nhitng ngudi 100 tudi 14 con cia minh va nhimg ngudi 4y goi minh 1a cha. Cling méau thuin khi
dtc Phat chi cac vi Bo-tat trai hang triéu nim dang ctru d6 chung sanh 1a dé tir cia Ngai. Ngai
Maitreya noi thém, trong tam tri cac vi Bo-tat mai tré thanh Dai thira s& c6 su nghi ngd nhu vay, nén
dtc Nhu Lai can phai giai thich sy mau thudn d6 dé gitip Phét gido duoc phat trién. Roi dirc Phat ba
lan bao thinh chung tin theo 101 day ctia minh va néi rang:

"Pimg xem dirc Thé Ton Thich Ca Mau Ni méi tir gid gia dinh va chimg Bb dé ¢ Gaya, ta d
ching B6 dé vo luong vo sb kiép vé trudc va tir day dang tiép tuc giang day chanh phap. Nhitng diéu
ta n6i vé cac dirc Nhu Lai qua khir Ngai Nhién Dang v.v... va sy nhap Niét ban cua cac Ngai déu do tu
ta dat ra, nhitng diu 4y chi 12 nhimg xao phuong tién dé ta thuyét phap. Nhimng diéu ta noi khi ta con
tré, méi sanh, xudt gia va chimg Bd dé 1a dé thuyét phuc mot hang ngudi vé gid tri cua ton gido va su
loi ich cua ton gido 4y. Nhung nhimg diéu ta noi khong phai khong dung su that vi cac dirc Nhu Lai
biét sy that vé ba gidi, cac dirc Nhu Lai biét rang ba gi6i 1a khéng sanh, khdng diét, khong tao tac,
khong bi tao tac, khong hién hiru, khong khong hién hiru; khong phai 1a mot, khong phai 1a khac,
khong phai 1a chan chéanh, khdng phai 12 khéng chan chanh. Tét ca nhimg diéu cac dtrc Nhu Lai noi
déu dung sy that. Nhung vi lodi nguoi khong co chanh tri kién nén hiéu sai lac. DU ta khéng ching
Niét ban ta noi ta da chimg Niét ban. Vi mudn moi ngudi tim hiéu khién moi ngudi mudn duge thiy
dtc Phat nén ta n6i su xut hién dtc Phat 12 mot sy kién hét sic hi hiru, ta hoa hién Niét ban nhung
khong bao gio nhap Niét ban. Loai ngudi vi tri kién 1éch lac khong thé thay chan ngf cua ta va chi biét
chim chu danh 18 x4 loi cua ta. Nhung diéu ndy ciing c6 mot két qua tot dep vi nhd vay chiang tré
thanh chan chanh va tir bé duc lac. Nho nhitng vi nay, ta tao thanh gido hoi Thanh van, hién ra ¢ nuai
Linh Thiru va giai thich cho ching nhu thé ndo ta chimg dugc vo thuong B dé".

Trong tap Suvarnaprabhasa (49), Ruciraketu (Diéu Trang) va Ba-la-mon Kaundilya (?) dong vai
trd nhitng nguoi da nghi. Ruciraketu tim hiéu tai sao dtrc Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni d& lam biét bao nhiéu
thién su ma chi séng dugce 80 nam. COn Kaundilya tim ciu mot x4 loi dtirc Phat nho bang hot cai dé 18
bai va nhd vay duogc sanh 18n thién gidi. Ruciraketu dugc chu Phat trong tat ca thé gi6i tra 1oi rang cac
Ngai khong biét c6 mot ngudi ndo hay mot vi thién than nao c6 thé tinh duoc tho mang dtrc Phét Thich
Ca Mau Ni 12 bao nhiéu nim. Céac dirc Phat néi cé thé dém dugc nhimng giot nudce trong bién ca, nhung
khéng c6 thé x4c nhan tho mang dtrc Thich Ca Méu Ni. Ba-la-mén Kaundilya gia vo ngu si duoc
Litsaviku mara tra 101 rang that 12 ngu xuan néu mong ciy gioi sanh ra trai dira. Ciing vy, that 1a ngu
xuan néu mong x4 loi tir Buddhakaya (Phat than). Dtrc Nhu Lai khong sanh, ludn ludn thuong hing va
khong thé quan niém. Loai ngudi chi ¢ thé thay duoc hoa than ma thdi, 1am sao mot than khong co
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xuong, khong c6 mau lai co thé c6 xa 1gi? Cac dirc Phat chi ¢6 Dharmakaya ma thdi va chi co
Dharmadhatu (Phép gidi) ma thoi.

NIRMANAKAYA (Hoa than)

Mot mit cac tip Dai thira ¢d ging néu rd cac nha Tiéu thira 13 sai 1am khi cac vi ndy tin duc
Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni la mdt nguoi bang xuong béng thit va co dé lai cac x4 loi. Mit khac cac tap Dai
thira ndy gioi thiéu hai quan diém Nirmanakaya (hda than) va Buddhakaya (Phat than). Nhitng tap nay
xem tat ca nhitng gi dtrc Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni d4 lam déu 1am véi than gia tao ciia Buddhakaya, mot
hinh anh hoa trang dé theo tap thé gian (Lokanuvartana), dé khién moi ngudi tin tudng sy ching dat
Phat qua 12 mot viéc khong phai khong 1am duoc vi cac dirc Phat déu chimg duoc kriyanusthanajnana
(Thanh so tac tri) (50). Cac vi ndy c6 thé hién hoa than nao ciing duge dé do thoat cac loai hiru tinh.
Quan diém vé Nirmanakaya cua cac nha Pai thira trén cin ban giéng quan diém cac nha Dai chung bd.

Céc tap Prajnaparamita no6i dén Nirmanakaya hay Rupakaya (sic than) mot cach rit dic biét.
Tap Pancavimsati ndi rang mot vi Bo-tat sau khi thanh tuu cac phap can thiét va thuc hanh Bat nha Ba-
la-mat s& ching duoc chanh dang giac. Rdi vi nay gitp d& cho cac loai hitu tinh trong mudi phuong
thé gidi (lokadhatu), trong tit ca thoi voi nirmanamegha (hdéa van) nhu vy goi 14 Nairmanika-kaya
(Hoba than) (51). Tir nhitng tai liéu Trung Hoa, chung ta dugc biét Ngai Nagarjuna trong tap s& giai Bat
nha Ba-la-mat goi 14 Mahaprajnaparamita-sastra, noi dén hai kaya: Rupakaya |a than do cha me sanh,
day du nhimng dic tanh cua loai hiru tinh va chiu su chi phdi cia con ngudi nhu nhuoc. Than nay sinh
& Kosala (Kiéu Tat La), con Dharmakaya dugc sanh & Rajagrha (Vuong x4). Than vat chat ndy can
thiét cho su that thé gian. Vi mudn giai thoat cac lodi hiru tinh, dirc Phat hién nhiéu than khac nhau,
chd dan sanh va phuong phap giai thoat khac nhau. Sy giai thich vé Rupa va Dharmakaya nay duoc
hai tap chr Han Parinirvanasutra (Giai tham mat kinh) (52) noi theo. M6t vai tdp Yogacara giup chung
ta biét quan diém Nirmanakaya cua cac nha Duy thirc hoc nhu sau:

1/- Tap Sutralankara (53) giai thich Nirmanakaya nhu nhimg hinh dang dac Phat tng dung dé
gitp d& cac loai hiru tinh trong nhiéu gidi khac nhau. Phan nhiéu danh tir ndy chi cho than nguoi dirc
Phat khi Ngi phai hoc tip cac van vii nghé can thiét cho mot nguoi & doi, song doi séng mot ngudi co
gia dinh roi xuat gia va cudi cuing chimg Niét ban, sau khi séng doi séng cia mot vi tu si.

2/- Tap Vijnaptimatratasiddhi cho ching ta biét Nirmanakaya l1a danh cho cac vi Thanh vin,
Doc giac, pham phu va cac vi Bo-tat chua chimg duge mot trong mudi dia. Than ndy c6 thé hién ra
trong tat ca qudc do thanh tinh hay khong thanh tinh. Cac tap s giai Trung Hoa vé Thanh duy thic néi
dén nhiig phuong tién duc Phat ding dé hién héa than minh hay than ngudi khac, hay tiéng néi ciia
nguoi khac va tdm cia minh, hay tdm ctia nguoi khac tuy theo muc dich va truong hgp. Khong nhitng
Ngai c6 thé hoa than Ngai thanh than Thich Ca Mau Ni hay hoa Ngai X4 Loi Phat thanh mot ngudi
thiéu nit, ma Ngai c6 thé tao ra mot than hién héa hoan hoan méi, 1& di nhién khéng phai 1a mot loai
hiru tinh linh dong va c6 suy tu. Nhiéu khi Ngai dung tiéng néi ctia Brahma, hay nh miéng cua Ngai
X4 Loi Phit va Tu B6 Dé dé giai bay tu tudng caa minh. DAy 1a nguyén nhan tai sao Ngai X4 Loi Phét
hay Tu B6 Dé giai thich mot vai gido Iy Dai thira rit mau nhiém ma tu cac ngai khong thé hiéu thiu
(54).

Phuong phap thir ba dé Ngai thay d6i giong ndi ciia Ngai 1a tao ra nhimng tiéng néi ¢ trén hu
khong. Tu tudng ctia Ngai 14 xuat thé va vo 1au. Ngai ¢ thé tao ra trong tam tri Ngdi nhimg tu tudng
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gi Ngai thich. Sy that Ngai d xuat hién trong héa than Thich Ca Mau Ni véi mot tAm tri thich hop voi
thé gian phap. Ngai ciing c6 thé bit budc nguoi khac c6 tu tudng giéng minh.

3/- Tap Abhisamayalankarakarika tuyén b rang co6 bdn loai thin, chi co Svabhavikakaya (tu
tanh than) la that, con ba than khac tac Dharmakaya (= Svasambhogakaya: tuy tho dung than),
Sambhogakaya (=Parasambhogakaya: tha tho dung than) va Nirmanakaya la thudc vé tuc dé, nghia 1a
khéng chan that; nhimg than nay dung cho cic dirc Phat, cac vi Bo-tat va cac vi Thanh vin. Nhu viy
Nirmanakaya danh cho cac hang Thanh van va cho cac vi Bo-tat chua ching dugc mot trong muoi dia.
Tap nay ta Nirmanakaya nhu 1a mét than khong roi khoéi than chan that va nhitng hanh dong tao ra boi
than nay khdng thé tach roi khoi than. Nhimg hanh dong ndy phai duoc xem 12 Asamsara (siéu thé,
khong thudc thé gian), rdi tap nay tiép tuc trinh bay37 hanh dong thanh tinh do Nirmanakaya tao tac va
nhiing hanh dong nay chinh la hanh dong ciia Dharmakaya. 37 hanh dong nhu duoc tap nay giai thich
la 37 ting bac ma mot Nirmanakaya phai di ngang qua sau khi phat sanh. Nhitng hanh dong iy nhu
Sau.

(I) Khong quan tdm dén cBi thién hay cdi ac; nghia 12 ¢6 thé sanh ra nhu mot lodi vat, loai nguoi
hay thién than tUy theo su nhu ciu, nhu vy goi 13 Gatiprasama

(11) Sangrahavastu: Thuc hanh bdn nhiép phap;

(1) Ty trau doi kién thirc Vé nhitng van dé twong phan thién va 4c nho Srutramayi (vin sanh
hué) hay nhitng loai tri tué khac va ap dung s& hoc dé phuc vu moi lodi, tu minh hoan toan vé tu, nghia
1a khong c6 Anunaya (tily tham), nhu mot nha phd thity dbi véi nhimng vat minh hién héa.

(IV) Thyuc hanh sau Ba-la-mat theo nguy@n tic ba vat déu thanh tinh (Trimadala-parisuddha:
Tam quyén thudc thanh tinh);

(V) Tu minh Iam va khuyén khich nguoi khic 1am mudi thién nghiép va nhu vay an trii moi
ngudi trén con dudng huéng dén Phat qua;

(VI) Tinh tan dé ching ngd tanh v6 sanh cua sy vat.

(V1) Hiéu duoc tanh bét nhi cia sy vat va tdnh chét trung trung diép diép ctia Phap gi6i v.v...
cho dén khi chig dugc Nhu Lai dia, sau khi nhan chan dugc vo phan bi¢t tdnh gitra cac phéap hitu vi
va cac phap vo vi (55).

Tom lai tap Karika mudn noi réng doi séng ctia mot vi Bo-tat trai qua vo lugng, vo s6 sanh tir
chi 14 hda than; hoa than nay khong ra ngoai phap than vi theo triét hoc Dai thira, moi phap hitu vi déu
khong phai mét, khong phai khac véi phap gioi.

4/- Tap Lankavatara giai thich sy lién lac gitra Nirmanakaya va Dharmakaya gidng nhu tap
Karika. Tap Lankavatara tuyén b cac hoa Phat khong do nghiép tao ra; Dic Phat khong phai & trong
nghi¢p cling nhu khong phai ¢ ngoai nghiép (sarve hi nirmitabuddha na karma prabhava na tesu
tathagato na canyatra tebhyas tathagatah) (56). Chi khi ndo c4c Phat tir nhan thic duoc thé gii hién
hitu khong c6 doi séng riéng ngoai tam (citta), khi dy cac Phat tir mdichimg dugc hoa than thoat khoi
Kriya (nghiép) va sanrskara (hanh) va ching duoc cac phap bala (luc), abhijna (thing trf), va Vasita
(tu tai) (57). Nhu tdp Thanh duy thire, tp nay néi cac dirc Nhu Lai tao ra hoa than dé thuc hanh nhing
bon phan cua mot dirc Nhur Lai, tp ndy c6 cho biét thém céc Vajrapani (than kim cang) dtrng hau céc
vi héa Phat ché khong hau cac dirc Phat chan thuc va bon phan ciia mot dic Phat nhu vay 1a dé dién
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giang va giai thich nhiing van dé nhu b thi, tri gidi, thién, dinh, tim, tué, tri, uan gidi, x{r, giai thoat va
thace (58).
SAMBHOGAKAYA (Tho dung than)

Ching ta d4 thiy, Rupakaya hay Nirmanakaya la ding cho céc vi Thanh vin, Doc gidc, pham
phu va c4c vi Bo-tat chua chimg duge mot trong mudi dia, cho nén mot kaya khac phai tao nén, mot
kaya hét sirc té nhi hon cho tit ca cac vi Bo-tat. Than dy goi 1a Parasambhogakaya (Tha tho dung
than), khac véi Svasambhogakaya (T tho dung than), mot than té nhi twong tu, chi c6 dtrc Phat méi
nhan thirc duoc. Chinh Tha th? dung than nay dong vai tr0 vi giang su trong nhiéu kinh Pai thira khac,
phan 16n giang tai Linh Thiru (Grdhrakuta), chd doc nhét trong ba gidi duoc xem 14 thanh tinh va thich
hop cho su xuat hién mot Sambhogakaya, hay tai thé gi6i cuc lac hay mot trong thién gioi.

Tir cach dién ta sy xuat hién cua dirc Phat va cach thire Ngai dién giang cac kinh dién, ta thay
cac nha Pai thira chua c6 thé quén duoc hay vuot 1én trén quan diém nhan tanh cia cac nha Tiéu thira.
Céc nha Pai thira van dit dic Phat Thich Ca Méau Ni vao dia vi mot dic Phat ngy tri trén thé gidi va
tat ca cac vi Bo-tat, Thanh vin va cu si trong mudi phuong thé gigi déu dén dé chiém ngudng véi bong
va huong, dé nghe dtrc Phat giang kinh Prajnaparamita, Saddharmapundarika va Gandavyuha.

Nhitng vi Bo-tat nay lai c6 nhimg dic Phat ma cac vi chiém ngudng, nhitng vi ndy theo siéu
hinh hoc Pai thtra, ciing déng mot phap than nhu dic Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni. Nhitng vi Bo-tat nay dén,
hodc do cac duc Phat cia minh goi dén, voi nhing 101 chic tung va véi bong hoa dé té sy cung kinh
hién dang 1én dtc Phat Thich Ca Méau Ni. Qudc do cua duc Phat ndy 1a Saha Lokadhatu (Ta ba thé
gi6i); nhiéu khi chinh cac dirc Phat ty than hanh dén nghe dtrc Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni thuyét phap va
dao trang cua chu Phat, chu vi Bo-tat déng cho dén ndi cBi Ta ba thé gidi can phai g& sach tat ca bién
|6n, nui, séng, bién nho va thanh phd cing ca chu thién loai ngudi va cac loai hitu tinh khac. Nhu
trong céc tac pham Tiéu thira, chung ta doc thay cac vi tu si dén yét kién dtrc Phat c6 mot hay hai Sa di
di hau, nén ching ta ciing doc trong tdp Daddharma-Pundarika vi thiéu chd nén vé sé dic Phat khong
c6 thé dem theo trén hai vi Bo-tat dé 1am nhitng ngudi hau can (59).

Nay ching ta c6 gang tim hiéu quan diém kaya vé dtrc Phat ctia cac nha Dai thira nhu thé nao.
Theo tap Satasahasrika va Pancavimsatisahasrika, than nay 13 mot than hét sicc sang subt vo sé hao
quang phat xuat tir mdi 16 chan 16ng chiéu sang hang ha sa s6 thé gidi. Khi than nay le ludi, vo s6 hao
quang phat xuat tir ludi ndy va trén mdi hao quang c6 hoa sen ngan canh, trén mdi hoa sen c6 ngdi mot
dtrc Nhu Lai Vigraha (héa Phat), mot hinh anh ctia dac Nhu Lai, mot loai hoa than va dang dién giang
cho chu vi Bo-tat, cac vi cu si, cac vi tu si va nhimg ngudi khac.

Chéanh phap dugc dién giang day 1a sau Ba-la-mat. Sau khi nhap thién dinh Simhavikidita
samadhi (= Su tr Uy thién dinh), thdn Ngdi chiéu sing tam thién dai thién thé gidi (
trisdhasramahasahasralokadhatil) nhu mit trdi sang hay mit tring ram chiéu khap thé giéi. Roi duc
Phat néu rd Prakrtyatmabhava (tu tanh than) cho toadn thé thé gidi, cac chu thién va cac loai nguoi cua
bén cBi nhu Diém phu dé v.v... thiy ty tanh than ndy va nghi dirc Nhu Lai dang ngdi trudec mat minh
va thuyét phap. Tir noi than nay phat xuit nhimg ho quang, nhd nhitng hao quang ndy ma tat ca cac
loai hitu tinh trong thap phuong thé giéi thdy dic Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni giang Prajnaparamita cho dai
ching Ty kheo, dai chiing Bb-tat.

Du cho quan diém mét than dtrc Phat phong hao quang duoc ndi dén trong tap Prajnaparamita,
danh tr Sambhogakiya chwa duoc cac tip ndy biét dén. Nhitng tip nay thuong ding danh tir
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Prakrtyatmabhava (tu tanh than) hay Asecanaka atmabhava (than chiéu toa cung khip). Su that tap
Astasahasrika khong biét ¢én Prakrtyatmabhava hay Asécanaka-atmabhava, nhu vy chimg to tap ndy
sém hon cac tdp Bat nhd Ba-la-mat khac. Tap ndy chi ndi dén Rupakaya va Dharmakaya va doan dién
ta rat dai dong vé Phat thin trong cac tip Sata va Pancavimsati-sahasrika nhu 13 tu phan cho hai tap
sach trén, doan ndy khdng tim thiy trong tip Astasdhasrikd. Chi cé trong doan kiét tap lai cua tip
Pancavimsati ma danh tir Sambhogikakaya (tho dung than) duoc gidi thiéu nhu 1a mot dé tai dugce dem
ra ban luan (60). Sambhogakaya duoc dién ta nhu sau: Cac chu vi Bo-tat sau khi chimg qua B dé nho
Bét nha Ba-la-mat, ding mot than diy du 32 tudng chinh va 80 tudng phu véi muc dich thuyét phap
Dai thira cho hang Bo-tat va ciing dé 1am khoi day trong tam tri nhitng vi ndy 10ng hoan hy, thich thu
dbi voi diéu phép.

Tap Prajnaparamita nguyén thuy xem than c6 hao quang nay la mét hoa than va nhu vay dugc
gom trong RUpakaya va nghi khong can gidi thiéu mot than thir ba 12 Sambhogikakaya.

Theo thuyét hai than cta tdp Prajnaparamitd, Nagarjuna ciing khong néi dén hay co 18 khong
biét dén than thir ba, Sambhogika. Ca hai vi tién si Akanuma va Masuda khong thé tim vét tich quan
diém Sambhogakaya trong tip Mahaprajnaparamitasastra coa Nagarjuna. Tién si Akanuma ciing
khéng tin thuyét Ty Tang cho rang chinh Ngai Nagarjuna d3 viét bai "Ton kinh tam than (Trikaya)"
(61). Néu chiing ta tim hiéu cac bai ké ciia Nagarjuna noi vé Tathagatakaya (Nhu lai than) (62), chiing
ta thiy 16 rang Ngai Long Tho chi mudn giai thich chan than (trc 12 Phap than hay Ty tanh than) ma
thdi. Dbi v6i Ngai, su phan biét gitra Sambhogakaya va Rupakaya khoéng quan trong vi ca hai déu
khong that.

Nhu vay chung ta thay cho dén thoi Nagarjuna, quan diém Sambhgakaya (Tho dung thén)
khong duoc phan biét khac v6i Rupa (sic) hay Nirmanakaya (Hoa than). Tap Lankavatara lan dau tién
gi6i thiéu quan diém ndy véi chung ta va goi 1a Nisyanda hay Dharmata-nisyanda-Buddha (Pang luu
hay Phap tanh dang luu Phat), va hinh nhu danh tir Sambhogakaya chwa dugc biét dén. Ching ta da
théy trong cac tap Tiéu thira, than thé diéu hao cua dirc Phat, véi céc tudng chinh va tuéng phu cia bac
dai nhan, dugc xem la do vo lugng thién nghiép Ngai da lam trong nhiing doi trude. Chit Han dich
Sambhogakaya la Bao than, b4o nghia 13 két qua, ciing néu rd chir Sambhoga chi c6 nghia 12 vipaka (di
thuc qua) hay nisyanda (ddng luu). Cac nha hau Duy thic goi 1a Parasambhogakaya (Tha tho dung
than) d& phan biét vdi Svasambhoga (Tu tho dung than). DU cho tap Astsahasrika khdng phan biét
Sambhogakaya voi Nirmanakaya (Hoa than), tap dy co noi dén than thl thing cua dirc Phat do két qua
nhiéu doi nhiéu kiép cta Ngai trong cac doi trude (63). Tap Lankavatara ding danh tir vipakaja (di
thuc sanh) hay vipakastha va nhu vdy dong vai trd giai doan chuyén tiép tir quan diém Tiéu thira vé
Vipakaja-kaya (Di thuc sanh than) dén quan diém Parasambhogakaya (Tha tho dung than) cua Pai
thira.

Tap Lankavatara noi rang bon phan cta Nisyanda-Buddha (Pang luu Phat) 13 day Parikalpita
(Bién ké s& chap tanh) va Paratantra (Y tha khoi tanh) cua sy vat cho nhimg ngudi ty dét mot man lui
tam tu bao phu minh, khdng biét dén tanh gia tam cua van hitu (64). D6 ciing 1a trach nhiém cua dic
Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni & Ta ba thé gi6i (Sahalokadhatu), khi Ngai giang gido 1y Prajnaparamita hay
Saddharmapundarika (65).

Tap Sutralankara cling khong phan biét Tho dung than thanh Ty tho dung than va Tha tho dung
than. Tap ndy ndi rang véi than nay cac dic Phat tho hudng cac phap (Dharma) va than ndy sai khéc
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tly theo qudc do, véi ham y rang méi mot quéc do, mot dirc Phat c6 mot Sambhogakaya khéac nhau,
khac vai Tho dung than cta cac dirc Phat khac tai cac Phat sai khac (66).

Tap Suvarnaprabhasa va tap Abhisamayalankarakarika cho ching ta biét Sambhogakaya la mot
than rat té nhi, gdm c6 tudng tot cua bac dai nhan va dugc dic Phat dung dé giang nhing sy that siéu
hinh va cao hon cho nhitng vi Bé-tat cao dang. Tap Suvarnaprabhasa (67) ciing khong n6i dén hai loai
Sambhogakaya, nhu dugc tim thiy trong tap Siddhi.

Tap Siddhi néi ¢6 hai Tho dung than goi 1a Tha tho dung than va Tu tho dung than. Tha tho
dung than duoc chu vi Bé-tat thdy, con Ty tho dung than dugc chu Phat & cac qudc do khac nhau thiy,
ché khong phai cac vi Bo-tat. Con vé van dé hao quang, vo luong va v sb tanh, thoi khong c6 gi khac
gitta hai than ndy. Ca hai than déu co sic, hinh (varna-ripa-samsthava) va tiéng (sabda). Vi cac duc
Phat d4 chung dugc binh ding tanh tri, nén than 1a vo lau (anasrava). Than nay chi hién ra tai mot tinh
d6 nhu Sukhavativyuha (Cuc lac thé gii) hay Grdhrakita (Linh Thiru). Su sai khéc giita Tha tho dung
than va Tu tho dung than 13 Tha tho dung than cé tudng tot ctia bac dai nhan, con Ty tho dung thin
thoi khong co. Con tam (citta) ctia Tha tho dung than thoi khong that nhu tdim cua Hoa than; con tam
cua Ty tho dung than 14 that. Ngoai ra, tdm nay ching dugc bdn tri: adarsajnana (Dai vién kinh tri)
(68), Samata-jnana (Binh ding tanh tri), Pratyaveksana-jnana (Diéu quan sat tri) va Krtya, nusthana-
jnana (Thanh s¢ tac tri). ROpa (sic) cua hai Tho dung than hét strc t& vi va vo lugng vo bién, tuy vay
van 14 sapratigha (hitu di). Nhung than té vi cta vo sb Phat 1a twong nhép.

Ban dtc két lai cua tap Pancavimsati noéi dén Tho dung than, nhung khac vdi Karika, khong
phéan biét Dharmakaya (hay Ty tho dung than) véi Parasambhogakaya (Tha tho dung than), nguyén
nhan chinh la vi trong nguyén ban Pancavimsati, cling nhu trong cac tap Prajnaparamita khac, chi co
quan diém hai than, khong phai ba hay bdn than. Su that, tap Karika tng ho tap Siddhi trong quan
diém vé than, nhung chi ding danh tir sai khac. Quan diém Ty tho dung than néu rd xu hudng cua phai
Duy thirc mubn néi dén mét cai gi nhu Isvara (Tuy tai) cta tdp Upanisad (Ao nghia thu), sau cai hién
tuong vii tru. Dharmakaya (Phap than) twong dwong voi quan diém Tuyét ddi phi nhan cua tip
Vedanta, vi Pham thién. Sambhogakaya tuong duong véi Isvara khi Pham thién c0 tén va hinh thiec.

Chung ta can phai dé y, mdi mot dirc Phat déu c6 Sambhogakaya cia minh. Nhung tat ca cac
duc Phat déu chi c6 mot Dharmakaya. Tap Lankavatara ciing goi ¥ dén quan diém nay. Tap nay noi
rang Abhava (vo tanh) khong phai 1a Nhu Lai vi Nhu Lai duoc dién ta 12 bat sanh bat diét nén tu no
cling c6 ¥ nghia. Roi tap ndy chi thich vé Dharmakaya do ¥ sanh (manomaya-dharmakaya), than nay
cac nguoi khong phai Phat ti, cac hang Thanh van, Bdc giac, cho dén cac vi Bd-tat & mot trong bay
dia dau tién ciing khong thé thiy dugc. Nhu nhitng t8n khac nhau cia mot vat hay ciia mot ngudi, vi du
hasta, karapani hay Indra Sakra, Purandara, chi cho nhitng phuong tién sai khac cia mot vat.

Ciing vay nhing tén sai khac cua dic Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni 6 tai Ta ba thé gi¢i nhu nhing tén:
Svayambhuva, Nayaka, Vrsabha, Visnu, Isvara, Pradhana, Kapila, Soma, Bhaskara, Rama, Vyasa,
Sunyata, Tathata, Bhutakoti, Nirvana, Sarvajna v.v... chi cho nhitng phuong dién sai khac cua dirc Phat
Thich Ca Méu Ni (69). Loai ngudi bi chi phéi boéi nhitng quan niém vé hai cuc doan hién hiru hay
khong hién hiru (dvayantapatitaya) nén khong biét duoc dirc Phat nhu mot phan anh ciia mat tring trén
nude, khong hién ra ciing nhu khdng bién di. Doan nay rd rang goi ¥ phap than do y sanh ¢6 mit trong
Ta ba thé gioi lai gibng nhu Ty tho dung thin cua tip Siddhi va Asecanaka-atma-bhava hay
Prakrtyatmabhava cua cac tap Prajnaparamita va twong dwong voi quan diém Isvara cua tdp Upanisad.
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DHARMAKAYA (Phap than)

Ba than tir trude dd dé cap dén, thude vé Tuc dé tly theo thé tuc va hitu han va do vay cic nha
Dai thira dau tién ké ca Nagarjuna xem nhu 13 Rupakaya hay Nirmanakaya. Cai than doc nhat chan
that cta drc Phat 1a su that nhu cac nha Pai thira quan niém va khong khac véi nhitng su vat hay cac
loai hiru tinh trong vii tru (70). DU sy ¢6 gang dé dinh nghia than ndy véi nhimng chir va nhitng danh tir
thudng dung khong thé ndo chinh xac va c6 thé bj hiéu 1am, cac tap Dai thira ciing c¢b gang dung van tu
dé goi 18n mot vai y niém vé than ndy. Tap Karika va tap Siddhi goi than ndy la svabhavika hay
Svabhavakaya (tu tanh than). Theo hai tap 4y, than nay 1a vo luong va vo sb. Than nay day khip vii
try, 13 cin ban cho Tho dung thin va hoa than, khong c6 tudng tét gi (tuéng tot vi dai nhan) va vo hy
luan tudng (Nisprapanca). Than nay cé nhitng cong dirc (guna) thuong con, chan that va vo luong,
khéng c6 tam, khong co sic va ciing khong khac tim va sic, chi c6 mot va mot Dharmakaya ma théi.

Cac dac Phat ¢ thé co Tho dung than riéng, nhung cac duc Phat chi c6 mot Dharmakaya ma
thdi. Than nay chi co thé tir ching, chd khong co thé dién ta, vi khong khac nhu su c¢b ging ctia mot
ngudi mu dé dién ta mat troi ma minh khéng bao gio thiy. Thuong nguoi ta hoi rang quan niém
Dharmakaya c6 thé tim thiy trong nhiing tdp prajnaparamitd hay nhimg tac phim cua Nagarjuna
khong, hoic cac tap Prajnaparamita va Nagarjuna cong nhan mot sy that nhu vay, hay dién giai mot 1y
thuyét phu dinh thuan tay va hoan toan. N6i mot cach khac, co phai muc dich cua nhing tip
Prajnaparamita va Nagarjuna 14 dé néu rd nhimg sy mau thuin cta thé gii nay va kién thirc thé tuc va
tranh khdng tuyén b vé van dé su that hay chan 1y.

Tap Astasahasrika va cac tap Bat nhd Ba-la-mat khac, dU van cuong quyét phu nhan cac 1oi
tuyén bé vé sy that, khong bao gid xac nhan rang Tathata hay Sunyatd hay Dharmakaya trong nghia
chan that cua ching 13 khéng hién hiru. Nhitng 1oi tuyén bd nhu tathatavikara nirvikavavikalpa,
nirvikalpa (chan nhu 13 khong thay ddi, khong bién chuyén, thoat ngoai cac vong tudng va phan biét),
néu rd mot quan diém tich cuc vé sy that hon 1a mot quan diém thuan tay tiéu cuc. V& van dé
Dharmakaya, tap Astasahasrika ciing c6 101 tuy@n bd tuwong tu; tap ndy noi ring nhimg ai biét duoc cac
phap hién hiru trong gidi nay hay dugc dirc Nhu Lai dién gidng, khong thuc sy hién hiru nhu vat &
trong mong va khéng tim hiéu ditc Nhu Lai tir ddu dén va sé di ddu, ngudi 4y s& chung dugce Tathagata
nho Dharmata, Buddhakaya ma nguoi ta noi dén, khai 1én do nhan va duyén nhu tiéng thdi sdo; that su
than nay khdng c6 xuat hién hay bién mat. Nhimg ai chay theo hinh sic va giong noi ciia Nhu Lai, va
quan niém vé sy xut hién va bién mat cia Nhu Lai s& rat xa su that (71). Nhitng 1i tuyén bd thém vé
van dé su that chi c6 thé 1a hy luan (Prapanca).

Khi tap Astasahasrika xac nhan rang dirc Nhu Lai khong hién hitu, tip nay néi dén dirc Nhu Lai
do mot ngudi doc cac tip Pai thira quan niém. Cho dén cac vi Bo-tat trir phi va cho dén khi chimg
dugc dia thor muoi, khong thé thoat ra ngoai quan diém vé Nhu Lai than, du cho quan diém Ay té vi
nhu thé ndo (tu tho dung than). Nhimng vi 4y van dang con mé md va chinh sy mé mo ndy ma cac tap
Prajnaparamita cd ging diét trir khi tuyén bd ring khong c6 Tathagata (Nhu Lai). Ngai Long tho khi
pht nhan su hién hitu cua cai goi 1 Tathagata khong 1am gi hon diéu ma nhimng tap Prajnaparamita cb
gang thiét 1ap. Quan diém ctia Ngai 1a néu su lién tuc cua doi sdng bhavasantati dugc cong nhén, thoi
su hién hitu cua Nhu Lai ciing phai dugc cong nhan vi Nhu Lai dai dién cho giai doan cudi cling cua
bhavasantati; Nhu Lai 1a giai doan cudi cung ma mot chung sanh dat dén sau mot chudi dai doi séng.
Theo Chan dé thoi khong c6 bhavasantati nén khong cé tathagata- mot hiru tinh duoc xem 13 tro thanh
dlic Nhu Lai sau khi thyc hanh Pai tir bi va cac dic tanh khac, va nho d6 dugc giac ngd hoan toan.
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Néu Nhu Lai that sy hién hiru thoi Ngai s& gidng nhu ndm uin hay khac voi nim uan hay cac uan sé &
trong Ngai hay Ngai ¢ trong cac uin, nhung vi Ngai khéng phai 13 mét trong nhiing phap ay va nhirng
phép ay khong phai 1a Ngai cho nén Ngai khdng c6 hién hitu thyc sy. Véi nhitng 1y luan nhu vay va
nhitng 1y luan tuong ty, Nagarjuna xac nhan 1a khong c6 tathagata. Vi sy pht nhan nay, Ngai chi xac
nhan rang dirc Nhu Lai, trang thai cudi cling ctia bhavasantati, khong c6 hién hiru.

Candrakirti (Nguyét xtmg), dé ung ho 1y luin cua Nagarjuna, c6 néu lén mot doan trong tip
Astasahasrika(trang 479). Trong doan nay dtrc Phat va phap ctia Ngai da duoc vi du 1a Maya (gia tao)
hay Svapna (mong huyén), nhung rdi Ngai ndi "Ching t6i khdng xac nhan su khong hién hitu ciia Nhur
Lai dudi moi hinh thic vi nhu vay chung t6i pham 16i Apavada (pht nhan). Nhung vi mudn dién ta
Nhu Lai bing nhitng phuong tién tuc dé (vyavahara-satya) va boi dung nhitng phuong tién samaropa,
chung t6i noi rang Tathagata 1a khong, hay khdng phai khong, hay khong va khong khong, hay 1a ciing
khong phai khong va khdng khéng (t ct). Va nhiing ai ¢d gang ching duoc Nhu Lai chan that bang
cach dung nhitng 101 tuyén bd khang dinh hay pha dinh déu khong bao gior biét dén Ngai. Candrakirti,
dé ung ho quan diém ndy, c6 d& cdp dén nhimg ciu ké trong kinh Kim Cang. CAu ndy tip
Astasahasrika ciing néi d¢én: "Nhuoc nhi sic kién ng, di 4m thanh cau ngd, thi nhon hanh ta dao, bat
nang kién Nhu Lai".

Dharmato buddha drastavya dharmakaya hi nayakah.
Dharmata capy avijneya na sa sakya vijanitum.

(Mot duc Phat can phai duoc xem trong nghia dharmata (phap tanh) vi cac vi 1anh dao loai
ngudi chi cé phap than ma théi. Phap tanh nay khong thé biét dén, ciing viy dic Nhu Lai)

Nagarjuna két luan su nhan xét cua Ngai vé tathagatakaya bang cach xem tathagata gidng véi
Jagat (thé gian), hay thién nhién va tuyén bd ring tathagata ma loai nguoi hay cac vi B6-tat quan niém
chi 1a mot bimba (a0 anh) cuia cac thién phap chd khong phai tathata hay tathagata chan that. Mot nha
bién luan nhu Nagarjuna khong thé di xa hon dé xac ching su that, chi c6 cach phu nhan sy hién hiru
cla cac su vat khong that co, ké ca cai goi 1a tathagata, ma Ngai huéng dén su that tathagatakaya,
dharmakaya chan that.

Quan diém vé Dharmakaya duoc cac nha Duy thicc hoc ddc biét chu . Tap Lankavatara khi
dién ta dharmakaya noi rang dic Phat khong c6 so y (Niralamba) va vuot ngodi sy nhan thirc cia nim
cin, cac bang chimg va dau hiéu va nhu vay vuot ngoai vong nhan thirc ctia hang Thanh vin, Doc giac
hay c4c vi khong phai Dai thira. Than ndy chi ¢ thé tu chting & ty than minh. Tap Sutralankara goii 1a
Svabhavika Dharmakaya (tu tanh phap than), dong nhat cho tit ca dtrc Phat rat té vi, khong thé hiéu
thiu va thuong hing. Tap Trimsika giai thich dharmakaya nhu 1a mét s y, dugc thay ddi (asraya day
chi cho alayavjnana = a lai gia thtrc), sy thay d6i dugc thanh hinh nho tri va sy diét trir phién néo
chudng va so tri chudng. Bai Aloka vé tdp Abhisamayalankarakarika ciing giai thich Dharmakaya mot
cach tuwong ty. Theo tip ndy, c6 hai loai Dharmakaya, mot 13 cac phap Bo dé phan va cac phap khéc,
nhiing phap nay thanh tinh va tao tac ra tri tu¢ thanh tinh (nisprapancajnanatmaka); hai la asraya duogc
thay doi ctia nhimg phéap 4y va duoc goi 12 Svadhavakaya (Tu tanh than). Gido su Stcherbatsky giup
chilng ta vé6i nhitng tin tic gan nhu twong tw ma chlng ta tim thiy trong tip Aloka, nhung tir tai liéu
nao thi gido su khong cho biét. Gido su ndi rang: "theo cac nha Tién duy thirc, Dharmakaya duoc chia
thanh Svabhavakaya (Tu tanh than) va Jnanakaya (Tri than); Than dau 1a tAnh chat thuong con (nitya)
cia vii tru; than thir hai 13 vo thudng thay dbi ( anitya). R rang gido su hiéu Jnanakaya nhu 1a
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Dharmakaya, gdm c6 cac phap Bd dé& phan va cac phap khéac cua tap Aloka. Con Svabhavakaya la
Nityakaya, than thudng hang nhu gido su dé cap, ciing dugc tap Suvarnaprabhasa va céc tap khac xéac
nhan (72).

Céc nha sé giai Trung Hoa vé tap Siddhi néi ring Dharmakaya 1a nguyén tic siéu hinh cua citta
va ripa chan thuc caa Nhu Lai. Dharmakaya la tanh chan thyc ctia van phap va c6 thé xem gidng nhu
Tathata, Dharmadhatu hay Tathagatagarba (Nhu Lai tang).

Muc dich cua cac vi Bo-tat 12 chimg ngd Dharmakaya. Mdi loai hitu tinh déu c6 Dharmakaya
hay Dharmakaya gom tit ca cac loai hitu tinh trong vii try, nhung vi bi v6 minh che 1ip nén khéng
nhan chan dugc sy kién dy. Muc dich cua vi Bo-tat 1a diét trir vé6 minh ndy va chimg dat sy kién 1a
minh v&i Dharmakaya 12 mot. Doan Aloka vé tap karika dé nhimg thir bic mot vi Bo-tat phai trai qua
va néu rd rang tha bac cudi ciing 1a chimg duoc Dharmakaya. Sau khi ching dugc, that rat d& dang cho
vi Bo-tat hién hanh bbn than nao ciing dugc. Trong tdp Lankavatara, chung ta dé ¥ raing Mahamati tha
thiét mudn biét 1am thé nao vi Bo-tat, sau khi thuc hanh muoi dia, c6 thé chimg duoc Nhu Lai than hay
Phép than va di dén mot trong Phat sat hay thién gii no.

Tap Lankavatara ciing dién ta v6i mau sic linh dong trang thai chimg duoc Phap than. Vi Bo-tat
khi ching duoc Mahadharmamegha (Pai phap van) trong dia thtr chin, duoc trang hoang véi nhiéu
chau bau va ngdi trén mot hoa sen trong 1au dai chau béau, xung quanh c6 nhiéu vi Bo-tat cing mot
dang cap cling ngdi. O day vi nay hiéu dugc tanh vo thuong cua sy vat, va duoc Vajrapani (Than kim
cang) quan danh cho thanh con cua dtc Phat. Roi vi Bo-tat vuot ra ngoai dia gidi cua hang Buddhasuta
nho tu chimg Phap khong va ddi dién voi Dharmakaya (73). Tap Trimsika n6i rang, nhu giai thoat than
(Vimuktikaya) 1a muc dich cua cac vi A-la-han, Phap than 1a muc dich cua cac vi Bo-tat. Tap ndy néu
rang cac vi A-la-han, nho diét trir phién nfo chudng, chimg dugc mot than thanh tinh. Ciing vay dirc
Phat, nho diét trir duoc phién ndo chudng va sé tri chudng, chimg duoc Phéap than (74).
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GIAO LY NIRVANA (NIET BAN)
PHAN MOT

Diém sai biét can ban qua gido 1y Tiéu thira va Dai thira, duoc tdp Saddharma-pundarika dé cap
1a quan diém vé Niét ban.

Niét ban Tiéu thira (1): Giai thoat khéi dau khd (Dukkhatd)

Cac nha Tiéu thira xem minh bj chi phéi boi ba loai kho:

- Dukkha-dukkhata: Kho kho, dau khé do nhitng nguyén nhan tam Iy hay vat 1y.

- Samskara-dukkhata: Hanh kho, dau khé vi phai bi sdng chét chi phdi.

- Viparinama-dukkhata: Hoai kho, dau kho vi su thay ddi tir lac tho thanh kho tho.

Nha Tiéu thira tim su giai thoat khoi nhitng dau kho nay da gan 1ién vao cudc sdng trong ba
gii: Duc gidi, Sic gigi va VO sic gidi (gdm ca sau dao), nho chimg duge dinh 1y Duyén khoi, bon sy
that, tanh vo thudng, vo ngd cia van vat va nhitng sy dau kho do van vat hudng dén.

Tap Pundarika cong nhan nhiéu dé tir dtirc Phat da ching qua A-la-han hay Niét ban nho ching
duogc tanh v ngd cua nim uan (sic, tho v.v...). Cac nha Tiéu thira cong nhan Niét ban caa minh gdm
su giai thoat khoi ba loai dau khd gin 1ién véi doi séng trong ba gidi. Nhu vdy, theo quan niém cia
Tiéu thira, chung sanh dugc giai thoat nho chimg Niét ban giéi khong co du y gi. Cac tap Pali, thudc
Tam tang hay hau Tam tang dong ¥ trén quan diém cho riang sy giai thoat ay duoc thanh tyu nho
chtng tanh vo thuong, kho, vo ngd cing tanh duyén khai cia su vat van hitu.

Diém ma cac nha Dai thira ¢6 gang néu 18n Ia cac nha Tiéu thira chi chu trong chimg ngd Nhon
khong (Pudgala-nairatmya), chir khong nghi dén Phap khong (Dharma-nairatmya) (1). Theo c4c nha
Dai thira, sy chtng ngd ndy cua cac nha Tiéu thira khong dua dén sy that tuyét doi va chi dua dén mot
giai doan ntra chimg, va do vdy cac nha Tiéu thira khong thé duoc xem 1a da chimg Niét ban (2). Tuy
viy, cac nha Tiéu thira van tu xem 1a da chimg Niét ban khi tu biét khoi phai tai sanh, vi da séng theo
pham hanh va chimg Nhon khong. C6 nguoi nghi rang, nhu tap Lankavatara (3) trinh bay, Niét ban
ching dat duoc nho hiéu biét cai gi that 1a ngd hay ngé tanh; c6 nguoi lai nghi, Niét ban chimg duoc
nho thé nhap vao sy that, moi vt déu tly thudc nhan duyén. Sy that, nhu tap Lankavatara ghi thém,
khéng c6 giai thoat that sy néu khong ching duoc Phap khong. Nhu vay, cac nha Tiéu thira chua phai
that su giai thoat. Nhimg vi ndy bj ndi 18n chim xudng bdi laksana (tudng) cua sy vat, nhu khac gd boi
s6ng bién.

Tir Nimitta (twéng) dén Animitta (vd twéng)

Theo tap Sutralankara, cac nha Tiéu thira chi diung Nhén tudng (pudgala-nimitta) dé lam déi
tuong thién dinh, nén chi ching Thanh vin giac hay Doc gidc chir khong ching chanh ding giac.
Chanh dang giac chi chimg duoc khi nao dung Phap tudéng (Dharmanimitta) 1am ddi tugng tu hanh (4).
Céc hang Thanh vin phén biét vat c6 tudng (nimitta) va vat khong tuéng (animitta), va cd ging khién
tdm xa lanh moi tuéng va hudng tim chimg duoc vo tudng (animitta) va cudi cing ching duoc vo
tudng ndy. CAc nha Dai thira nghi ring quan niém nhi nguyén cua sy vat khong thé dwa dén moksa
(giai thoat). Cac vi ndy khong biét gi khac ngoai Tathata (chon nhu). Do vdy, mot nimitta cling gidng
nhu mot animitta, va nho vay tri kién ctia nhitng vi ndy chi dua trén chon nhu nén vuot khoi moi phan
biét hay nhi nguyén (dvayagraha-vivarjitam). Cac nha Tiéu thira phan biét giita tudng va vo tudng, va
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Xem mot ngudi ching animitta (v tudng= Niét ban) nho suy tu trén Animitta-dhatu (vo tudng gidi) va
tach roi tim minh khoi moi vat ¢ tudng. Tir noi diém ndy, tip Sutralankara (5) n6i dén phuong phap
thong thudng cua Tiéu thira dé xa lanh tham, san, si, va cac tudng khac (6), do cac tuéng ndy, mot
ching sanh phai trién phugc trong thé gian.

Trong cac tap Nikayas, c6 nhiéu doan néu lén tu twong nay. Nhu trong tip Digha va
Anguttaranikayas, c6 n6i mot ngudi nhd khong dé y dén moi tudng (1am cho mé hoic), phat dinh tAim
duogc goi 1a vo tudng dinh. Nhung ¥ nghia thong thudng cua Animitta trong cac tap Pali 1a Niét ban,
muc dich dat duoc nhd cac thién dinh (Samadhi hay Vimokkhas) goi 12 Sunnata (khong), Appanihita
(v6 nguyén) va Animitta (v6 tudng). Nhitng vimokkhas nay (giai thoat) giap nguoi dé tir nhan thirc
dugc van hitu 12 vd nga (anatta), kho (dukkha) va vo thudng (anicca). Tap Anguttara Nikaya (7) goi y
rang mot ngudi diét trir duge cac 14u hodc (asava) nho quan ba tudng ndy, con tap Atthasalini (8) tuyén
bd néu mot ngudi hiéu duge ba Lakkhana (v6 thudng, kho, vo ngd), thoi nam udn ddi véi ngudi 4y nhu
mot xac chét deo vao co minh.

Diét trir phién ndo chuéng (Klesavarana), khong phai sé tri chwéng (Jneyavarana)

Tap Lankavatara (9) trong khi giai thich vi tri cac nha Tiéu thira néi rang cac vi ndy tin su hién
hitu cua thé gigi ndy (samsara) va rat so hdi sy dau khd gin lién v6i cude séng va do viy mudn giai
thoat khoi nhitng dau kho y; day vi cac nha Tiéu thira ngu si, khong biét that sy khong c6 su sai khac
gi giita samsara va nibbana. Lap truong ctia cac nha Tiéu thira 14 Vil tru va su vat xung quanh ching ta
1 do ndm uan hay 72 phép tao ra, vd uan va nhimg phap ndy that sy c6 that. Cac phap hiru vi phat sanh
tir cac nhan va duyén, ludn ludn xé dich bién d6i va khdng co thuc chat (10). Cac tam phap va sic phap
thay ddi ting sat-na mot va khong co6 mot vat gi thudng hing ngoai trir ching. Chinh do diét trir quan
niém sy hién hiru ctia mdt atmam (ngd) dong véi mot uan hay khac v6i cac udn ma mot ngudi ching
duoc Niét ban.

Céc nha Pai thira khong thira nhan su thuc hitu cic uan va phap hop thanh con nguoi. Nhitng vi
ndy tuyén bd ring cac uan chi hién hitu do vong tuéng (vikalpa) hay nhitng 4o tudng (maya) cua
nhiing phén tr goi 1a hiru tinh, bi vé6 minh khién cho théy sai Iéch. Do vay, theo cac nha Dai thtra, su
that 1 Sunyata (chon khong) hay Dharmanairatmya (phap khong). Do vay tap Pundarika tuyén b rang
nhitng ai thdy cac Dharma (phap) 1a khéng cé atmam (ngd) ngudi ay thay duoc su that. Chinh vi khdng
hiéu tanh v6 ngd cua cic phap (sinya jnana vihinatvat) ma mot ngudi bi goi 1a Thanh vin. Tap
Kasyapa Parivarat so sanh mot cach mia mai Nhon khong cta Tiéu thira nhu mot 16 do con méi duc
khoét v6i phap khong cua cac vi Bo-tat nhu hur khong vo bién. Trong bay Iy do ma tap Sutralankara dé
cap dé néu rd dia vi uu thing cta Dai thira trén Tiéu thira, mot 1y do thudc vé uu thé tri tué cua Pai
thira d& chimg ca Nhon khong va Phap khong. Tap Trimsika néu rd su sai khac gitta Nhon khong va
Phap khong. Phai chimg ca hai Nhon khong va Phap khong, méi diét trir dwoc ca phién nfo chuéng va
s& tri chudng. Cac phién nfo nhu tham i v.v... khoi 18n vi tin ¢6 mot tu ngd; khi ching duoc ngl
khong that co, tanh ich ky dugc diét trir va tham ai dugc diét tan. Nho ching dugc tanh khong cia van
phap (dharma-nairatmya), man vo minh trén chon tri du?c loai trir. Sy loai trir phién ndo va s& tri
chudng 1a can thiét dé duoc giai thoat (moksa) va giac ngod (sarvajnatva). Cac phién ndo 1a nhimg tré
ngai dé ching dic giai thoat (moksaprapteravaranam); do vay su diét trir phién ndo dua dén moksa
(giai thoat). Man vO minh (s¢ tri chudng) ngan chan chon tri tac dong, nghia 1a nho tri ma van hiru
duoc nhan thic, thé nhap. Khi v6 minh dugc di¢t trir, chon tri thé nhap duoc su vat ddi tugng vao moi
chi tiét (Sarvakara), nhung khong chap thu 4i truée va nhu vay goi 1a chimg qua Bb dé.
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Tuy vdy cac nha Tiéu thira cong nhan minh chi diét trir phién ndo chudng, chir khong phai s tri
chuéng nhu cac vi Dai thira tuyén bd. Cac nha Tiéu thira tranh bién rang nhd diét trir nghiép chudng
(Kammavarana), két qua cac nghiép (vipakdvarana: di thuc chuéng) va phién ndo chudng
(Klesavarana) (11), vi A-la-han ching Bo dé toan dién, khong c6 mot chudng ngai ndo (anavarana)
(12). Nhimng vi nay d4 diét trir hodn toan tat ca cac 1au hoic, ké ca vo minh lau (avijjasava). Trong ba
phap VO lau hoc gidi dinh tug, tué hoc theo cac nha Tiéu thua d dua sy that vé cho vi A-la-han, va su
that nay gitra dirc Phat va cac vi A-la-han khong c¢6 khac nhau. Tac dong cua Panna (tri tué) la diét trir
v6 minh, btrc man cia ngu si, ngudn gdc cua nhitng doi séng thé tuc, va do vay cua tit ca dau kho,
chinh v6 minh da:

1) khién cho tac dong nhitng diéu déng ra khong dugc tic dong, nghia 1abat thién y nghiép,
khau nghiép va than nghiép;

2) da che day nhitng diéu gi can phai biét dén, nghia 13 céng duc cac thién nghiép v.v;
3) d4 1am tré ngai khéng nhén thirc duoge nim uan thuc sy chi 12 mot nhom tong hop (rasattham), su
nhan thirc clia cac gidc quan 1a v ngd va céc su that 1a dong dang (Tathattam);

4) dat dan (javapeti) cac loai hitu tinh phai séng duéi nhiéu hinh thirc trong Duc gi6i, Sic gidi
va Vo sic gioi khong bao gid dimng nghi ;

5) 1am cho phan biét nhimg su vat ma cudi cling khdng c6 khac biét that sy nao va lam mé mo,
khong nhan thirc dugc thuc tanh cia cac uan; va

6) lam mu quéang khong thay duoc tanh tuong ddi cia thé gidi, nghia 1a tly thudc vao nhan va
duyén.

Nho loai trir hoan toan vo minh (avijja) nho tri tué¢ (panna), mot nguoi tré thanh A-la-han va dat
dugc dia vi bét tir, khong sanh khong diét. Khong cé dia vi nao cao hon dia vi ndy. Cac nha Tiéu thira
X4c nhan rang cac dic Phat, nhd nhitng cong dirc phi thuong trong doi qué khir, chimg duoc nhét thé
tri (sabbannutanana) va nhiéu nang luc khac ma mét vi A-la-han khdng chiang dugc (13), nhung khong
cong nhan Niét ban cua dirc Phat khac véi Niét ban cua vi A-la-han. Tri (nana) do dirc Phat va vi A-la-
han chimg dugc 12 anavarana (v chudng), chi ¢ su sai khac 14 tri kién cua dirc Phat rong réi, nhiéu
chi tiét hon va cao thuong hon tri kién ctia vi A-la-han trong mét vai phuong dién (14).

Bién chuyén tir thé gian (laukika) sang xuét thé gian (lokottara)

Tap Pundarika c6 tuy@n bd, cac nha Tiéu thira quan niém Niét ban nhu bién chuyén tir thé gian
(laukikadhatu) dén xuit thé gian (lokottaradhatu), nghia 1a Niét ban Tiéu thira 14 mot trang thai ra
ngoai ba giGi, thoat khoi moi chi phdi va khdng thé thdi hoa. Tap Lankavatara (15) néu 1én rang thé tri
(laukikajnana) cua loai ngudi ¢ doi huéng dén sy hién hiru va khong hién hitu cta su vat (sad
asatpaksabhinivista), con xuat thé tri (lokottarajnana) do Thanh vin va Doc giac ching dwgc hudng
dén dic tanh va dong tanh cua sy vat (Svasamanyalaksanapatisayabhinivista) (16), thé nhap vao quan
diém hién hiru hay khong hién hitu ciia su vat. Sy phdn biét giita thé gian (laukika) va xuat thé gian
(lokottara) nhu tdp Pundarika va Lankavatara d4 dé cip, dugc kinh dién Tiéu thira xac nhan. Kinh dién
nay tuyén bd rang cac pham phu (puthujjana) chua chimg Dy luu, cOn bi chi phéi boi quan diém doi
séng ca nhan trong thé gidi, con cac vi A-la-han duoc giai thoat khoi quan niém nhu vAy va CAC Vi ndy
biét moi lodi hiru tinh déu do nam uan hop thanh, khdng c6 mot ca tanh thuong hing, va duoc sanh do
nhiéu nhan duyén; va cong tanh ctia moi loai hiru tinh 13 vo thuong, kho va vo nga.
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Cac tap Patisambhidamagga, Vibhanga va cac tac pham khac noi dén bdn giéi: Duc, Sic, Vo
sic va Siéu thé gioi (Apariyapanna hay lokuttara). Kamadhatu (Duc gidi) 1a thé gidi ctia nhimg ching
sanh c6 vatthukama (uéc mudn duoc sdng mot trong ba gidi), va kilesakima (huéng manh vé duc
vong). Duc giéi gom 11 ¢i, tir dia nguc Avici (A ty) dén thién gioi Paranimmita (Tha héa tu tai thién)
(17). Trong Duc giéi, cac loai hiru tinh c6 5 uan, 12 xtr, 18 gidi, 32 can, 9 nhan (hetu), 7 loai xtc, tho,
trong, tu (cetand) va tdm, hiéu biét vé ba sy that va tly thudc vao bdn loai ahara (do an) (18).
Rupadhatu (sic gidi) 1a thé gisi cua chiing sanh khong c6 10ng duc (kama), hanh dong cta cc vi ndy
té nhi (Sukhuma), trai véi hanh dong cua nhitng vi & Duc gi6i 12 thd (olarika). Sac gidi gdbm c6 16 cOi
tir Brahmaloka (Pham thién) dén Akanittha (Sic ctru kinh thién) (19). Trong gigi nay, céc loai hiru tinh
c6 5 uan, 6 xtr, 9 gidi, 14 can, 18 nhan va bdn loai xuc, tho, tudng, tur va tim, hiéu biét vé ba su that va
tdy thudc vao ba loai d6 an. Artpadhatu (vO sic gidi) 1a thé gidi nhimg loai hitu tinh khdng c6 Kama
(Duc) va Rupa (sic). C6i nay la chd & cia chu Thién sdng trong bon cdi tir Khéng v bién xu
(Akasanancayatana) dén Phi tuong phi phi tuong x&r (Nevasannanasannayatana) (20). Trong gidi nay,
cac loai hitu tinh ¢6 4 uén, 2 xt, 2 gidi, 11 can, 8 nhan, mot loai xuc, tho, tudng, tu va tam, hiéu biét vé
ba sy that va tiy thudc vao ba loai d6 an.

Ba giGi nay gom tat ca lodi hitu tinh & thé gidi, tir cdi thip nhat dén cdi cao nhat. Muc dich cia
Tiéu thira 12 dat cho duoc canh gidi siéu viét ngodi ba gidi goi 1a Apariyapanna hay Lokuttara (Siéu thé
gioi).

Theo tap Patisambhidamagga (21), Siéu thé giGi ndy gom cac loai hiru tinh d4 dat dugc bon Dao
(magga) va chimg dugc bén dao qua (maggaphala) hay Asnakhata (V6 vi) nghia 1a Niét ban. Tap
Vibhanga (22) giai thich cac lodi hitu tinh & Apariyapannadhatu cé uan va xt giéng cac lodi hiru tinh &
v0 sic gidi, voi su sai khac 13 cac loai hiru tinh & Siéu thé giéi hiéu biét vé hai su that (Diét va Pao) va
c6 thém mot nang luc nira, Annnatannassanutindriya (Vi tri duong tri cdn) va 6 nhan (23). R0 rang cac
tap ndy mudn dé cap t6i cac loai hitu tinh trong ba gisi dau, va d4 chirg mét trong nhitng Thanh qua
ké ca A-la-han qua. Tuy vdy nhimg tap nay khdng giai thich vi sao mét lodi hitu tinh & Duc giéi hay
Sic gidi va dd chimg mot thanh qua lai c6 thé khéng c6 Rupakkhandha (Sic uan) va sao mot vi da
chtng V6 vi hay Niét ban c6 thé tiép tuc c6 uan, xt, gii (24) 1 nhitng sic thai dic biét cia nhitng vi &
Apariyapanna va Arupadhatu. Nhu vay ching ta thiy rang cac nha Tiéu thira tim céch giai thoat khoi
ba gidi nho chimg dugc Siéu thé gidi, gidi ndy gdm ca Vo vi va Niét ban gioi.

Niét ban theo nhirng tac phim Dai thira diu tién.

Theo tap Pundarika (Phap Hoa), Niét ban Tiéu thira 1d mot canh gi6i tinh lac va mot su giai
thoat khoi cai phién ndo (Kilesa). Tap ndy ndi thém, cd thé co ngudi xem 16i séng nay 1a Niét ban va
xem tu tudéng va hanh tri caa cac nha Tiéu thira 12 chan chanh. Dé ngin chan sy hiéu lam Ay, tap nay
tuyén b chi c6 mot Niét ban ma thoi, khong hai khéng ba, va Niét ban ay chi c¢6 thé chimg dugc nhd
nhan thirc van phéap 1a binh dang (sarvadharmasamatavabodhat (25). Quan diém vé Samata (Binh dang
tanh) duoc giai thich day du trong tdp Sutralankara va c6 nim nghia chinh: tap ndy néi rang mot loai
hitu tinh sau khi hiéu duoc binh dang tanh tri ctia sy vat va chimg duoc phap Vo ngé sé thay rang trong
nhitng doi sdng tiép tuc cuia minh hay cta ngudi khac khong c6 su sai khac giita tanh vo ng va kho va
wéc vong diét trir dau khd cho minh va cho nguoi khac déu gidng nhau va phuong thude tri binh cho
minh va cho ngudi khéac ciing giéng nhau va tri tué do cac vi Bo-tat va do tu minh ching duoc ciing
giéng nhau.
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Tap Lankavatara (26) giai thich binh dang tinh (Samata) nhu sau: binh dang vé thé giGi sanh tir
Samsara va su diét trir sanh tir (Niét ban) nghia 1a dau kho véi Niét ban c6 su lién hé gidong nhu ngon
song va nudc. Tap Pancavimsati (27) giai thich samata dung hu khong (akasa) lam thi du. Tap nay noi
rang hu khong khong c¢6 phuong hudng nhu Déng hay Tay; khdng c¢6 qua khu, hién tai hay vi lai;
khong ting, khong giam; khong nhiém 6 hay thanh tinh. Hu khong khong c6 sanh, khong c6 tri hay
khéng co diét. Khong thé 1a mot dbi tuong dé suy tu, khong thé dugce nghe hay duoc thay, khong thé
biét hay khong biét. Hu khong khong lién hé gi voi Duc gidi, Sic gidi hay Vo sic gidi, voi tham trude
hay khong tham trudc, v6i san hay khong san v.v... Hu khong khong quan tim dén nhiing cittolpata
(phat tam dé ching B6 d¢), Bhumi (dia), nhiing giai doan trén con duong phét trién tim linh, Phala
(Thanh qua) va nhitng quan niém vé lac, khé, an tinh, hy hiru v.v... Nhu vy goi 1a binh dang tanh
(samatd) cua hu khong. Sy vat ¢ trong doi can phai dwoc nhin voi nhdn quan ndy. Theo tap
Pancavimsati, dimg trén vj tri sy that, sy vat duoc chung ta thdy, nghe hay biét that sy 1a két qua su
tudng tuong cua ching ta. VAy chung ta can phai nhin sy vt nhu vdy, nhu 13 nhitng diéu ching ta
tuong tuong, vi that chung binh dang voi chan nhu va chan nhu thoi khong thé gan vao nhimg danh tir
gi, nhu khong co su vat gi co thé gan vao hu khéng.

Theo tap Pundarika (Phap hoa), Niét ban chan thuc 14 trang thai sy vat duoc nhin thiy khong c6
phan biét hay chia r& va tat ca nhimg danh tir loai nguoi dung dé miéu ta déu twong d6i va khong day
du. Tap Lankavatara dién ta tri cta cac vi Bo-tat 1a siéu ding tri (Lokottaratama- jnana) khac voi siéu
thé tri ctia hang Thanh vin va Doc giac va khac vai thé tri cua hang pham phu. Siéu ding tri nay ching
ngd tit ca cac phap déu chi 1a nhitng phan anh khong sanh, khong diét, do viy khong c6 van dé hién
hitu hay khong hién hitu dbi v6i cac phap (nirabhasadharmapravicayad anirodha nutpadadarsanat sad
asat paksavigatam).

Tuy vay cac nha Dai thira ciing cong nhan rang cac vi A-la-han cd thé sdng thanh tinh trong
trang thai A-la-han hay Niét ban caa Tiéu thira, nhung theo cic nha Dai thira, d6 1a mot Iy tudng thap
kém, mot muc dich ich ky, thiéu tinh thuong. Tap Pundarika tuyén bé ring sau khi cac vi A-la-han
chung Niét ban, cac Ngai khéng mudn an tron ludn ludn trong trang thai ndy, vi chi 13 mot chd an nghi
tam thoi. Dén giai doan ndy, Cac Ngai co thé chimg duoc chan thuc tanh cia vii tru va nhitng ning
lyc, nhitng dic thai cia mot dirc Phat va mot die Phat khong thé phan biét khac véi that tanh dy. Do
vay cic vi A-la-han lai tinh tan thuc hanh nhimg bon phan con lai va cudi clng tré thanh dic Phat,
nghia 1a ching duoc Niét ban chan thyec.

Nay cac Ngai mai nhan thirc rang ba gidi ma minh ¢ ging thoat ly khong c¢6 hién hiru chan that
ma chi 1a nhitng sy phan biét tudng tuong (parikalpand). Ba gidi dugc thiy trong mudi phuong chi 12
nhitng 40 anh tuéng tuong, do viy khong sanh, khong diét hay khong thay d6i, khéng co trién phuoc
hay giai thoat, khong c6 anh sang hay tbi tim, vi ching khong that ¢ nhu nhimg mong mi hay 4o anh,
moi 101 tuyén bd vé chiing déu khong thich hop. Néu khong chimg ngd su vat trong thé gii nay nhu
vay, thoi khong co thé ching dugc Niét ban. Mot nguoi phat Bé dé tim khong bao gio tr nghi minh
dang ¢ trong samsara hay nirvana. Nhu vy mot vi A-la-han muén chimg duogc su that tuyét d6i khong
nén nghi minh da vuot ra khoi ngoai samsara va an tri ¢ nirvana. Nhu vay tap Pundarika néu I1én mét
cach rd rang su sai khac giira Niét ban Tiéu thira va Niét ban Dai thira.

Sw hién hiru ciia Ngé bi phit nhian nhwng Niét ban khong phai 1a doan diét

Gan day cac vi hoc gia cb ging néu rd tir nhimg doan vin trong tip Nikaya ndi vé Nirvana, y
nghia gi dtrc Phat néi dén van dé ndy, hay y nghia gi ma dao Phat Nguyén thuy bat dau. Cac vi hoc gia
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dau tién di tién phong trong nghanh Phat hoc nhu Childers, Burnuof va Hardy, nhiing vi nay thuong
giai thich Nirvana theo nghia doan diét hay Ucchedavada, mot ta kién ma cac Phat tir nguyén thuy
chdng d6i. Gido su La Vallee Poussin cho rang két luan ndy cua cac nha hoc gia 13 két qua khong thé
tranh dugc, vi cac vi Phat tir nguyén thity khong chip nhan su hién hitu ctia Ngé.

Quan diém vé Ngé va sy xac nhan Vo ngé trong vian hoc Phat gido nguyén thily néu 1én mot van
dé phirc tap nhu su giai thich vé Niét ban, vi quan diém caa van dé nay phan 16n dwa vao van dé kia.
Ching t6i s& néu 1én & noi day so luge vi tri clia cac nha Phat tir nguyén thuy ddi véi vin dé Pudgala
(ngd). Cac vi Thuong toa b tuyén bé rd rang dit khoét ring nim udn 14 nhitng phap cin ban va tu d6
tac thanh thé gisi.

C4c uan sac, tho, tuong, hanh, thic s& giit dung vi tri nguyén thuy ctiia minh, khong tuong thudc
nhau néu khong c6 vo minh xen vao va tao thanh (sankhata) tir nim uan mét hiru tinh véi ¥ niém
"ngd". Khi ndo va nhu thé nao, vd minh nay vé sy that - nam uan luén ludn tach roi nhau va khong tac
thanh mot ca thé - phat sanh va dem lai vo han thdng khd, khong duoc mét vi dao su ndi dén cho dén
duc Phat (purimd koti na pannayati avijjaya). RG rang, chi c6 nim uan ndy tac thanh ra mot loai hiru
tinh, khdng c6 phap thr sau dé duoc xem 1a ngé hay linh hon. Nhung khong ai phu nhan duoc sy kién
1a trong nam uén, thirc uan (vinnana) 1 uan tich cuc nhét va déng vai trd chinh yéu tac thanh mot loai
hitu tinh (ndma rupa: Danh sic). Danh sic do duyén hanh (Sankhara) ma sanh, va hanh do vé minh
sanh. Theo Ngai Buddhaghosa , 1ong tin c6 mot ngd khai 18n véi Upadana (thir), vong chuyén thir chin
trong soi gidy chuyén nhan duyén. Nhu vay, xung quanh Upadana (tha) xoay van sanh va diét cua doi
séng & thé gian. Long tin c6 mot ngd (ahankara) chi 1a quan niém sai 1Am cua nhitng ngudi thiéu huin
luyén tin ring mot trong ndm uén 13 ngd (attd). Long tin ndy tuong duong voi quan niém sai 1am vé
Ahankara nhu cic luan su Samkhya va Vedanta. Quan niém vé ngé (attd) nhu vdy ciing déu 12 o
trong nhu quan niém ahankara cua hé thng triét hoc Ba-la-mén.

Phu dinh ctia Ngai Thé Than vao chuong tim cua tip Abhidharmakosa va phan dau cua tap
Kathavatthu d4 so sanh rat nhiéu quan diém nguyén thuy cta dao Phat vé 1y thuyét linh hon hay nga.
Su that trong cac tap Nikayas, sy hién hitu cia linh hon hay ngd khong bi phu nhan mét cach cuong
quyét khi tra 161 nhitng cau hoi thang vé van dé nay (28). Theo quan diém cua cac Phat tir nguyén thuy,
khéng c6 mot phap duogc goi 1a linh hon hay ngd, theo y nghia truyén théng cua chit nay trudc khi Phat
gido duoc thanh l1ap, nghia 12 mot thuc thé thudng con bat bién. Ong Shwezan Sung d4 néi: "Trong dao
Phat, khong c6 nguoi hanh dong ngoaisu hanh dong, khong cd nguoi suy tu ngoai su suy tu. Noi mot
cach khéc, khdng c6 cha thé nhan thirc sau tim thirc. Trong dao Phat, cha thé khong phai 1a mot d6i
trong nhan thirc, thuong cOn ma chi 13 mot trang thai tim thirc tam bo". Quan diém ndy gidng vai
quan diém cta Bergson vé tam, linh hon, tinh than hay ban ngd. Theo Bergson, tam hay linh hon
"khéng phai mot thtr thuc thé thuong con, c6 thuc chit, ma tir d6 cc trang thai tim thirc dwoc két lién
nhau nhu v&i mot soi ddy ... cac trang thai tAm thirc tu noi mdi trang thai 1a mot tim thirc toan dién
trong mot giai doan ciia su dién tién khong ngimg cua tam thirc. Chiing khong phai 12 nhiing phan hay
nhitng may mun ctia tdm, thanh phan ctia mét tiép tuc vo tan, ma khong c6 1y do gi, ching ta xem nhu
la mot phan tir va goi nd véi mot tén riéng biét" (29).

Trong dao Phat, quan niém vé linh hon nhu mot ngd thé vinh ctru khong nhirng sai lém, ma con
tac dong nhu mdt chudng ngai cho sy hiéu biét vé tanh gia tam va vo thuong cua su vat & doi. Khi dao
Phat m&i ra doi, danh tir Atman d4 tro thanh rat phd thong voi nhitng dic tanh do cac ludn su cua tién
upanishad gan cho, dén ndi cac Phat tir khong biét gi 1am hon ngoai sy phu nhan hoan toan cang nhiéu
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cang tdt sw c6 mit cua Atman dé g0t sach khot tam tri cta quén chung moi tu tuéng da an sau bam ré;
ngoai ra, dao Phat duoc xay dung vdi tién dé (premises) rang moi su vat, ngodi Niét ban, I1a 4o anh,
cho nén khéng thé c6 mot linh hon chan thuc, nhung dao Phat khong thé tir chdi danh tir Atman, vi cac
tac pham dao Phat c6 néi dén cic luan su Phat gido s& dung cac danh tir pho thong dé trinh bay gido ly
ctia minh. CAc vi ndy mudn nhin manh vao tdm tri dan ching rang cé su tiép tuc cac Khandha (uan),
duy tri boi Nghiép (Karma), nhung khong co gi thuong con, bat di bat dich va bat hoai dé lién tuc sy
tiép ndi dy. Gido su Stcherbatsky dién ta nhu sau: "Mot pudgala (ngd nhan) ma cac hé théng khac
tudng twong 12 sy hién hitu cia mot nguyén tic tim linh thudng con, mot linh hon (atman), sy that chi
la mot tong hop nhitng phap hay stic manh (samskarasamiha) va mot giong tam thirc (Santana). Nga
nhan aykhong chira dung gi thuong con hay chic that. Pudgala ay 1a vd ngd" (30). Dinh nghia cia linh
hon nay dd danh vao tan gdc moi quan niém ctia mét thire thé thuong con va hoan toan gilp d& muc
dich cua dao Phat, nghia 14 néu rd khdng c6 gi trudng ctru chic that ¢ trén doi nay dé ma bam viu, va
Vi Viy con ngudi can phai tao mot tim tri dé hudng dén Niét ban, khdng can phai bam viu mét cai gi
trong giai doan trung gian.

BON DUONG HUONG GIAI THICH TRONG CAC TAP NIKAYAS

Nhitng hoc gia cin ctr vao vin hoc Phat gido bai bac quan niém linh hon hay ngd thé thuong
qua dua vao danh tir ma khéng tim hiéu, vi nguyén nhan gi phai bac boé quan niém linh hon, tai mot dia
diém nao va dé tra 16i cho mot nguoi ddc biét nao. Cho nén cac vi nay thudng cho cac Phat tir nguyén
thiry khong cong nhan sy hién hitu ca linh hdn. Vi vy su giai thoat cudi cling caa cac vi hién thanh
dugc xem nhu mot hiry diét hoan toan, hay phii nhan su hién hitu cta doi sdng. Lai c6 mot s hoc gia,
khéng bao nhiéu trong nhitng hoc gia dau tién, da quan niém Niét ban khong phai huy diét, ma 1a mot
trang thai kho 10ng dién ta, tuong dwong voi trang thai Brahman cua Vedanta. Tat ca nhiing hoc gia
nay, hodc xem Niét ban nhu 1a doan diét hay mot doi sdng truong ciru khong thé dién dat, thudng cong
nhan dic Phat 1 da nghi, nguoi chi truong tri nguoi khong biét duge tuyét ddi, khong chiu tra 1oi dit
khoat nhitng van dé siéu hinh, nhu c6 linh hon hay khong, hay Niét ban 1a gi. Nhu vy quan diém cua
cac hoc gia co thé phan loai nhu sau:

- Niét ban 14 doan diét hoan toan;

- Niét ban 1a mot trang thai vinh ctru, vuot ngodi e doan va khdng thé dién ta.

- Niét ban 1a mot van dé bat kha thuyét. Dic Phat tranh khong tra 10i.

Chuing ta c6 thé thém giai thich sau ndy cua Ngai Buddhaghosa:

- Niét ban 1a mot tam thirc trudng ciru trong sach va vo bién.

Céc tap Nikayas, mdt ngudn tai liéu phirc tap tir nhiéu thoi gian va xuit xi khac nhau.

Chiing ta can phai dé ¥ rang cac hoc gia ndy ¢ nhitng két luan trén dau trich nhitng doan trong
cac tap Nikayas dé binh vuc nhitng quan diém ctia minh va nhitng quan diém ndy mot phan 16n déu
dua trén nhiing doan van trong cac tdp Nikayas. Trong nhitng truong hop nay, ching ta phai cong nhan
cac tap Nikayas khong trinh bay mot hé thong triét Iy va gido ly dong nhét va lién tuc. Nhung ching ta
biét, cac tap Nikayas dugc kiét tap trai nhiéu thé ky va nhu vdy cac tai liéu khé duoc trinh bay mot
cach c6 hé thong va dong nhat. Sy that cac tap Nikayas kiét tap cac tai liéu phuc tap, phat xuat tir
nhitng thoi gian va & sé rat cach biét nhau, va 1& di nhién chung ta khéng thé mong doi cac tap
Nikayas trinh bay vé Niét ban mot cach dong nhit va c6 mach lac.
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Cac vi T6 su ciing ban khoan khong biét giai thich Niét ban thé nao cho ding dan. Nhung cac vi
nay khdng bao gio c6 gang kham pha mot sy dong nhat lién tuc trong cac doan vin cia cic tap
Nikayas, tir nhitng cudc tranh luan dugc ghi trong tap Kathavatthu va Abhidharmakosa.

Ching ta thiy cac nha tranh luan trich din mot s6 doan van khong tir mot Nikayas hay Sutra
nao dé chimg minh sy giai thich ciia minh. Di voi cac nha tranh luan nay, mdi 10i trich dan déu doc
lap, va c6 gia tri nhu nhiéu cau trich dan. Diéu rat dic biét 1a cac nha tranh luan khong bao gid cit vén
gié tri nhitng cau cua d6i phuong trich din. Diéu kién ndy chimg t6 mdi nha tranh luan ua thich mot s6
doan vin hon céc doan vin khac va xay dung quan diém cua minh trén nhiing cdu trich din iy. RO
rang céc tap Nikaya la sy kiét tp cua nhiéu doan vin sai khac dit trong mot hé théng lién hé va dit
dudi hinh thirc mot bai kinh. Hién nay c6 nhiéu c6 ging gan loc nhing bai kinh 4y va tim kiém nhiing
tang 16p sai khac, nhung cc cb ging ay kho c6 nhitng thanh qua mong mudn néu khéng cé nhimg
bang chimg méi.

C6 nguoi c6 thé cdi ring mot Pitaka (Tang) 12 su kiét tap mot s6 bai kinh ctia mot hoc phai dic
biét nao va nhu vay tinh chat dong nhat va lién tuc c6 thé thay rd hay kham pha duogc trong nhing
doan vin ctia Tang ay. Loi chéng ddi c6 vé hop 1y, nhung cac sy kién khong phai vay. Gido su Poussin
d4 kham phé trong tap Nikayas nhiéu doan vin duoc phai Nhat thé hiru bo trich ddn dé bénh vuc quan
diém ctia minh, con ba Rhys David va 6ng Sung tim duoc nhiéu cau trich dan cua phai d6i 1ap Thuong
toa bo trong tang Pali, va tang ndy thudc phai Thuong toa bd. Sy kién ndy néu rd sy kiét tap kinh tang
Pali khong duya trén nhitng dinh kién hoc phéi va cac nha Kiét tap tam tang Pali d4 suu tam tat ca nhing
loi day tim duoc, c6 18 ngoai trir nhitng gi trai nguoc vaéi su tin tudng va gido diéu cua chinh hoc phai
minh. Va nhiing vi nay liy cé 1a khéng chinh thong dé loai trir nhitng doan ay.

Nay phan 16n moi nguoi déu hiéu ring mdi Nikayas dugc suwu tdp va phét trién boi mot sb
ngudi goi 1a Bhanaka (Poc tung gia), chu trong dic biét vao mot kinh dién. Ngai Buddhaghosa , du
thudc phai Thuong toa b, ciing cong nhan rang cac Bhanaka 4y van khong dong ¥ kién vé sy sir dung
va y nghia ctia mot s6 danh tir chuyén mon. Nhu vay, chung ta thiy cho dén cac vi chinh thong tng ho
Tam tang Pali, cling tin rang cac tip Nikayas khong hoan toan dong ¥ trong nhitng giai thich va dinh
nghia. Chung ta ciing phai nho tip Kosa c6 ghi nhan rang nhiéu kinh dién (Sutra) d& bj mit, nhiéu kinh
dién c6 nhung thay d6i té nhi va nhiéu tu tuéng mai bao quanh nhiing kinh dién ay, dén ndi nhimng phu
dinh c6 mdt dung ¥ sai khac vdi nhitng giao 1y chinh.

Niét ban, mot trang thai khong thé nghi nghi, mét tim thirc vo bién

Vi sy phire tap ndy cua céc tai liéu, nén co thé lya chon mot sé doan vin trong cac tap Nikayas
dé dan chimg cho bén quan niém vé Niét ban vira moi dé cap dén. Nhitng doan vin ta Niét ban nhu 13
doan diét, néu doc véi cac doan khac ta Niét ban nhu mot trang thai khong thé nghi nghi, co thé c6 mot
y nghia khac véi y nghia doan diét. Nhu gidao su Keith ¢6 néu r0 vi du mot ngon Itra dugc dap tat, mot
trong nhiéu vi du duoc cic hoc gia dé cap dé chung to Niét ban 1a doan diét, vi du nay duoc kinh
Aggivacchagotta néi dén dé néu rd Niét ban khong phai doan diét ma chi 14 su bién mét trong mot doi
sbéng "sau tham, vo lugng, kho c6 thé do dam".

Ngai Buddhaghosa dé cap dén mot hay hai doan trong tap Digha (I, 223) va Majjhima Nikaya
(1, 329) v&i mot giai thich rat mgi vé Niét ban. Doan vin ay nhu sau:

Vinnanam anidassanam anan tam sabbato pabham

Ettha apo ca pathavi tejo vayo na gadhati,
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Ettha digham ca rassan ca anum thulam subhasubham
Ettha namam ca rupan ca asesam uparujjhati
Vinnanassa nirodhena etam uparujjhati

Mot thoi, dirc Phat khuyén mot Ty kheo nén hoi nhu sau: "Cé mot chd nao ma dia, thity, hoa,
phong khong c6 chan duing, mot chd ndo ma dai va ngan, thién va ac, danh va sic dugc diét trir hoan
toan?" Ché dung c6 hoi: "Co chd ndo ma bdn Pai chung duoc diét trir hoan toan?" (Cau tra 1oi trén
dap cau hoi ndy) "Chinh thtrc, khong thé thdy, vo bién, sang ch6i moi phia, tai chd ndy nhimng phan
biét ké trén dugc diét trir va cai thirc (hitu vi) sau khi diét, s& bién mat".

Ngai Buddhaghosa , khi giai thich doan ndy n6i ring thirc dau chi cho Niét ban, con thtc hai chi
cho thirc uan trong nim uan. Hinh nhu 16i giai thich cia Ngai dua trén vai doan trong céac tap Nikayas.
Trong tap Samyutta-Nikaya, (III, tr.124) dtc Phat dé cap dén Ty kheo Vakkali d& nhap Niét ban, noi
raing Ac ma di tim thtrc ctia Vakkali vira méi ta thé va tién doan Ac ma s& that bai vi Vakkali d4 ta thé
(parinibbuto) véi mot Vinnana (thirc) khong thé xac nhan vi tri (Apatitthita). Chit Apatitthita duoc giai
thich trong tap Samyutta Nikaya nhu la mét thirc khong doi hoi mot y x& nao (patittha hay arammana)
dé sanh khoi. N6 chi phat sanh khi ndo tham i déi véi sic uan va 4 uan khac dugc trir diét. Thirc nay
v6 vi, khong ting truong, thoat ngoai su chi phdi cua nhon duyén va do d6 duoc giai thoat. Vi duoc
giai thoat nén duoc thing bang; nho thing bang nén dugc hoan hy, nhd hoan hy nén khong so bi thay
d6i té hai hon, vi khéng so nén ching dugc Bat Niét ban.

Khi giai thich doan ndy, Ngai Buddhaghosa lai néi raing mét vi A-la-han khdng bao gior ¢6
Mannana (y niém) gi vé bén Dai hay Niét ban, hay bat cir mot dbi twong gi ma mot pham phu
(puthujjana) hay mot Khinasava (lau tdn) nhung chua phai la A-la-han thuong hay co. Ngai
Buddhaghosa nhu vy ¢6 gang mudn néu rd Niét ban 1a khong thé nghi nghi, vo bién va sy cb ging dé
thanh 1ap mot sy lién lac nao gitta Niét ban va mot loai hitu tinh 12 mot sy mé md cua tam tri. Ngai bat
budc phai ndi rang dién ta Niét ban nhu vdy 1a mot su mién cudng dé dbi tri voi nhitng bién luan vé
Brahma (Pham thién), v4i 4n ¥ cho rang nhiing 10i tuyén bd nhu vay ciing khé chap nhan, vi Niét ban
khéng thé nghi nghi. Tir nhitng giai thich cac doan vin trong cac tip Nikayas nhu vay va tir sy trinh
bay vé& Niét ban cua Ngai trong tap Visuddhimagga vé sau, chung ta thiy r& Ngai khdng ung ho Niét
ban nhu mot sy doan diét ma xem Niét ban nhu mot trang thai siéu pham, khong thé dién ta.

Sy that, khong thé c6 mot hoc phai dao Phat nao tan than doan diét va nhu vay cac nha hoc gia
tng ho doan diét khong dua trén nhimg bang ching cu thé. Gido su Lavallee Poussin d4 chi trich véi
day du chi tiét cac quan diém cua cac hoc gia ndy. Ong trinh bay y kién dai cuong nhing vi ndy, néu
lén nhimg yéu diém v&i mot bai trudng luan vé Niét ban (Etudes sur I'histoire de religions, 1925). Vi
tac pham cua ong co dé cap dén phan 16n cac ¥ kién vé Niét ban cua nhitng vi di trudc ong, nén ching
ta khoi phai dé cap dén nira. Vi muc dich hién tai, chi can néi dén quan diém cua ong va cua hai gido
su Berriedate Keith va Stchserbatsky, ba vi giai thich m&i nhat vé van dé nay.

Gido su La Vallee Poussin véi Niét ban

Gi4o su LaVallee Poussin bat dau véi 10i phan biét dao Phat thanh hai phai, dao Phat quén
chung va tin ngudng, va dao Phat tu si va mat giao. Pao Phat dau danh cho cu si va dao Phat thir hai
cho nguoi tu hanh. Pao Phat quan ching va tin ngudng gidi thiéu hy vong mot thién dudng cho hang
cu si. DAy chi 1a mot phuong tién dua dén muc dich, vi ngudi cu si, trong mot doi sau cia minh s& tr
thanh vi Ty kheo chap nhan dao Phat tu si va mat gido va cudi ciing ching Niét ban. Roi gido su La
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Vallee Poussin dinh nghia Niét ban. Ong ndi Niét ban chic chin 14 trang thai hanh phuc tbi thuong,
diét trir dau kho va luan héi. Niét ban c6 nghia 1a khéng c6 thién va ac. Niét ban doi hoi mot doi séng
khic khé, ky luat dé tan trir moi phién ndo. Céc vi tu si, khac voi cu si, khong tim kiém Thién duong,
Vi doi song Thién duong ciing cham dirt khi cong dirc thién nghiép ctia minh bi mon méi tiéu hao. Cho
nén cac vi nay tim dén mot trang thai dwa dén mot hanh phuc (sukha) vinh ciru (dhruva). Trang thai dy
thuong duge goi 1a Amatapadam (BAt tir), va gido su Poussin xem 1a mot danh tir rat ¢ kinh dé dién ta
Niét ban. Ong nghi ring quan diém giai thoat dd duoc van hoc Phét gido nguyén thuy dinh nghia 1
rang. Chinh 1a mot trang thai tdi thuong, thiét thuc, nhung quan diém ndy khéng c6 mang theo mot
mau sic triét 1y tich cuc nao hay nhimng bién luan vé Thuong D¢, Linh hon hay Tu ngd. Gido su clng
v6i Tién si E.J. Thomas néu ra su kién rang cac Phat tir nguyén thuy khong c6 bién luan vé gido Iy Ao
nghia nhu Parabrahma (Pham Thién tbi thuong) da duogc cac vi VE dan da dé cap tdi sau khi Phéat giao
ra doi 1au nam. Tién si Thomas, khi dé cap dén kinh Brahmajala (Pham v8ng) c6 luu ¥ rang cic quan
diém duoc kinh 4y néi dén khong c6 chdng d6i hay chip thuan 1y thuyét Vé dan da vé Atman (linh
hon) hay Brahmam (Pham thién) nhu mot thyc thé tdi hau.

Gi4o su Poussin ciing néu Ién ring quan diém cho ring dao Phét phét sinh chi dé chong dbi véi
gido ly Ba-la-mén 12 mot quan niém sai lac. Ong no6i khong c6 bang c& gi cho phép xem Niét ban duoc
tac thanh dé chdng dbi v6i mot gido Iy Ba-la-mén nao. Niét ban, bat tir hay giai thoat, hinh nhu 13 mét
quan diém tho so, gian di, khéng ham chira mot bién luan siéu hinh ndo. Quan niém nay lién hé nhiéu
vé than thoai hon 1a vé siéu hinh. Niét ban 1a mot tri x vo hinh, trong 4y, bac Thanh bién hinh,
thuong gitta mdt ngon Itra hay mdt hinh thirc hao quang nao.

T6m lai, dao Phat Tiéu thira tir thoi dai tip Mahavagga cho dén thoi Buddhaghosa , ¢ thé noi
phat sanh tir Thién dinh Yoga ma khong c6 mot pha 1an ndo. Trang thai bat tir, tuyét luan 1a trang thai
vi Thanh huéng minh téi,vi 1a mot trang thai giai thoat khoi sanh tir. Tuy vay ching ta khong thé dat
mot sy 1ién hé triét hoc hay than hoc ndo gitra trang thai bat tir 13 tén duoc dit cho Niét ban. Noi mot
cach khac, hanh phuc tbi thuong, Diét dé, giai thoat, 14 nhitng danh tir khong c6 nhing phién toai gido
ly, va su that, nhitng danh tir nay chi c¢6 nghia la su diét tdn ngon ltra tham ai, hay n6éi mot cach khac,
chinh 13 con dudng dua dén trang thai Bat tir hay chinh 14 trang thai Bat tir. R rang gido su Poussin
mudn bai béac quan diém da co tir lau xem Niét ban nhu 1a diét tan, hu vo. Gido su dan chung nhiéu
doan dé ching minh rang ngon lira xuat phat tu than, trong Ay vi Thanh tu thiéu hay chinh 12 tu than
cta vi Thanh, khong phai 13 hu vo, tan diét. Téom tit quan diém cua minh, gido su cho biét nhiing tac
dung sai biét cia danh tur Niét ban nhu sau:

1) Niét ban, sy tuyét ddi, vuot ngodi nhan duyén tu c¢6 nghia 1 su diét trir phién néo, khd dau.

2) Su thé nhap tron ven vao Niét ban, khién cho moi phién ndo va moi doi séng méi dat dén
trang thai Anutpattika (Bét sanh), ndi mot cach khac, d6 1a trang thai thanh qua, su giai thoat moi tu
tuong, Sopadhisesa Nirvana (Hitu du y Niét ban).

3) Sur nhén thirc d4 thé nhap Niét ban, sy nhan thic da thé nhap Niét ban, sy nhan thirc trong
thién dinh an lac t6i thugng, mot hinh thai Niét ban tét dep nhét trong doi, va noéi cho dang hon 1a
trang thai Niét ban ddc nhat.

4) Su chtmg nhap Samjnavedayitanirodha (Diét tho tuong dinh), mét trang thai do cac bac
Théanh hay A Théanh ching nhép, mot trang thai thién dinh nhu thé nhap Niét ban, mét trang thai chi
nhan thirc dugc qua than thé, vi moi tu tuéng da diét tan.
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5) Sy thé nhap Niét ban trong gio phut cudi cing, sy diét tin khé dau, sy chimg nhap vo du y
Niét ban.

6) Su thé nhap Niét ban d6i v6i timg phién ndo ma ty minh khong thé nao phat sanh doi nay hay
doi khac; mot thanh qua chua hoan toan do thién dinh ching nhap.

Gi4o su Poussin d& c6 ging néu rd Niét ban cia cac Phat tir nguyén thuy khong phai hu vo,
doan diét. Chinh 1a moét trang thai co thé so sanh v&i Thién duong cua cu si, nhung thoat khéi y niém
mot doi séng ¢ Thién dudng, nghia 14 khdng gidng véi doi sbng & Thién duong, trang thai dy vinh ctru
(dhruva), tinh lac, nhung khong c6 ca cam tho hanh phuc. Trang thai vuot ngoai thién ac, mot trang
thai tinh lac do cac vi Thanh ching dugc & doi nay khi nhitng vi nay chimg Diét Tho Tudng Binh.
Trong trang thai ndy, Vi cac tho tudng déu dimg nghi, cic vi Thanh chi cam nhan, ngang qua than thé,
mét tinh lac hoan toan. Tuy VAy gido su ngira trude chiing ta dimg xem trang thai tinh lac t6i thuong ay
V6i Parabrahma ctia Vé dan da. Cac Phat tr chua dé cap dén quan diém ndy. Ly do cuia ong cé quan
diém ndy phan 16n 1a vi cac Phat tir nguyén thuy khong miy quan tim vé nhitng bién luan siéu hinh ma
chi cha tam vé cac than thoai. Do vdy, quan niém vé Niét ban cua cac Phat tir nguyén thuy khong co
tanh céch siéu hinh ma chi 1a mot sy phat trién cling tét cia quan niém Thién duong.

Quan diém ciia gido sw Stcherbatsky vé Niét ban

Gi4o su Stcherbatsky cuc Iyc phan di quan diém cia gido su Poussin cho rang Niét ban la mot
trang thai tot cling c6 thé tudng tugng duoc, quan diém nay duoc goi ¥ boi danh tir Amatapadam (bat
tir) thuong dung dé ta Niét ban va boi nhimg doan moé ta Niét ban trong tip Milandapanha va cac tap
Nikaya. Gido su Stcherbatsky khong tim hiéu nhitng doan sai khac trong ba Tang va cé4c tap khac,
nhitng doan d4 anh hudng chi phéi két luan cua gido su Poussin. TUr noi tap "Quan niém vé Niét ban"
va tap sach sém hon cua gido su vé "Quan diém Trung dao ctia Phat gido", hinh nhu gido su dua ra
nhitng két luan ctua minh, chi bang ct trén su nghién ctu tip A ty dat ma Cu x4 cia Ngai Thé Than va
bo quén su kién rang tap Cu xa khong dai biéu cho nhitng quan diém nguyén thity ma céc tap Pitaka
dugc xem 13 da gin giit nhitg quan diém nguyén thuy 4y. Gido su ciing khong luu tim dén quan diém
bit déng gitta Thuong toa bd va Nhit thé hitu bo vé sy tidu diét cac phap hitu vi (Samskaravastu), nhu
tap Kathavatthu c6 dé cap dén trong doan ludn dam vé gido ly ctia Nhat thé hitu bo, "cac phap déu that
c6". Khi d& cap van dé nay, gido su lai tuy@n bd 1a phai Vibhajyavada (Phan tich bo, tirc 1a Thuong toa
bo) khong phai udn ludn dong quan diém voi phai Nhét thé hitu bo.

Nhan su kién vira d& cap dén trén, that kh6 ma chip nhian cic quan diém cua gido su
Stcherbatsky vé dirc Phat ma gido su tim thay trong tp Cu x4: 1) Dic Phat vi dwa dén phai pht nhan
moi nguyén tic vinh ctru; 2) Dic diém cua 1ap truong dirc Phat 1a phu nhén tat ca sy hién hitu; va 3)
Bé4c bo Nhat nguy@n ctua Upanisads vd Nhi nguyén cua sd luan, Ngdi chdp nhin mot hé théng da
nguyén tuyét doi. Nhirng quan diém ndy c6 thé 1a quan diém cua phai hau Ty ba sa, nhung chic chin
khéng phai cua phai Phat tir nguyén thuy, chtr khong noi dén cua chinh dic Phat.

Nhiéu doan vin cta ba Tang dugc trich dan dé ching minh Niét ban 12 mot thuc thé, khong thé
nghi nghi, ddy du chit liéu an tinh, vi ngot bat tir, nghia 1a c0 thé giai siu, bat sanh, bat ting, bat diét.
Trude nhitng dién ta hing hon 10ng 13y vé trang thai Niét ban trong cac tap Hau tam tang, chung ta kho
déng y vO1 giao su Stcherbatsky vé Niét ban, xem nhu 13 mét sy chét vinh ctru, thude céac phap vo vi
(asamskrta-dhatu) vi khdng khac gi su doan diét cac phap hiru vi - "mot loai thuc tai khong c6 nhan
thac".
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That ra, quan diém cta gido su Stcherbatsky giébng nhu mot ta kién dd bi dic Phat bac bo:
"Asanni attd hoti arogo param marana”(sau khi chét, linh hon tré thanh vo tuéng nhung vo bénh).
Khong can phai din chiung nhiéu, ching ta chi cdn dé cdp mdt vai dong cudi cung cua kinh
Kevaddhasutta (Digha |, tr.223) dé chting minh rang c6 nhiéu doan trong cac tic phim Phat gido
nguyén thiy di nguoc lai voi nhitng két luan ciia gido su Stcherbatsky. Néu Niét ban 1a an lac t6i
thuong (paramasukha), mot tri 4n an tinh hoan toan (santivarapadam), mot dbi twong dé ching ngd
(sacchikiriya), thoi d& dang hon chip nhan quan diém cua gido su Poussin, Niét ban 1a mot doi séng
thién dudng c6 thé tuong tuong duoc, hon 1a chip nhin quan diém cua gido su Stcherbatsky, xem Niét
ban nhu 14 su diét tin cac phap hiru vi, mot doi song nhu cuc d4 khong co tudng.

Tém lai, giao su Stcherbatsky bién dic Phat thanh mét nha duy vat vd mot nha doan diét
(Ucchedavada) ma chinh duc Phat da cuc luc bac bd. Gido su Stcherbatsky cong nhan sy mau thudn vé
quan diém ctia minh, va ¢ ging thoat khoi sy mau thuin 4y, véi su giai thich ring tanh cach duy vat
va doan diét cia dic Phat c6 chiu nhiéu bién doi, vi cac phap tac thanh con ngudi khong phai chi vat
chat ma th6i ma con ca tinh than nita, va nhu vdy theo 6ng, dirc Phat khdng phai 1a nha duy vat thuin
tay nhu Carvakas hay nhu Ajita Kesakambalin va Pakudha Kaccayana, ma chi c6 mot phan nao thoi.
Dtrc Phiat ciing khong phai 14 nha doan diét thuan tay, vi theo 6ng, dirc Phat nhdn manh vé tim quan
trong cua giéi luat dic Phat xem chdng sanh 1a mét chd tip nhom cua nhitng phéan tr vo thudong, di
ngang mot sé doi sdng, do dinh luat ludn 1y chi phdi, cudi cung di toi su doan diét, hay ndi mot cach
khéc, chimg Niét ban hay su tir vong vinh ctru. Do vay, theo gido su Stcherbatsky, Uccheda hay doan
diét, hién khoi, khong phai sau mot doi ma sau nhiéu doi.

Quan diém cia gido sw Keith vé Niét ban

Dua trén cac doan vin cua cac tip Nikaya, trong Ay Niét ban duoc chdp nhan nhu mét sy kién
khéng thé nghi nghi, bt sanh, khong bj tao tac, vo vi, v.v... sy dién ta ndy dugc cac tic phdm cua Ngai
Long tho noi lai - va dua trén nhitng cudc luan dam trong van hoc Phat giao vé su hién hiru cua dic
Phat khi Ngai & doi hay sau khi tich diét. Dua trén hai sy kién 4y, gido su Keith nghi rang quan diém
trung dao ¢ thé tim thiy trong cac tip Nikaya va ¢ nhitng "xac ching tich cuc cia mot thyc tai trén
doi séng thuc té hién tai". Gido su néi thém "Bai thuyét phap vi dai & Ba la nai vé nhitng dac tanh cua
v6 ngd khdng c6 pha nhan bang nhitng danh tir rd rét sy hién hiru ciia mot thuc tai khac, thoat khoi
nhiing quyét dinh kinh nghi€ém hién tai, va nhu vay thuc tai éy ¢ thé xem nhu that sy hién hiru". DU
gido su Keith nghi réng quan diém cua mot nhom trong nhitng vi dé to dau tién v& sy "hién hiru cua
mét su that tuyét ddi dang duoc ung ho" va nhimg doan vian hay danh tir c6 thé tim thay trong céc tap
Nikaya, c6 nhitng mau sic va mui vi Ba-la-mon Upanisads hay Mahabharata, gido su ciing néu l1én mot
diéu khoan ring dya trén nhiing tring hop 4y, that khong dung néu noi rang Niét ban Phat gido 1a
"hoan toan tuong tng v&i Brahman", vi réng cac Phat tu, nhu cac tin ngudng moi, ph?m 16n bi bt bude
bo rwou ciia minh trong nhiing ve chai cii". Ong ciing khong phai khong biét rang c6 rat nhiéu bang
chung trong céc tap Nikaya chimg minh ring duc Phat 13 mot nha da nghi thuc sy, du cho gido su
khéng thich Iim quan diém nay. T6m lai, gido su Keith xem rang cac tap Nikaya khong day doan diét
hay mot su tir vong vinh ctru.

Gido su tim thay trong Niét ban mot khia canh tiéu cuc cua sy tuyét dbi hay chon khong va
khéng xem Niét ban nhu Brahman cua céc tdp Upanisad hay ctia cac nha Vé dan da. Gido su Poussin
c6 thé chip nhan quan diém ndy néu dugc xem nhu 13 quan diém Dai thira vé Niét ban, vi theo gido su
Poussin, Niét ban Tiéu thira 12 mot su kién rd rang va thuc tai, mot thuc tai c6 thé cam xtc duge. Gido
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su Stcherbatsky vuot 18n trén moi phan van va xac nhan rang Niét ban Tiéu thira 12 su chét vinh ciru,
con Niét ban Dai thira 14 su song vinh ctru, va Niét ban Pai thira giéng nhu nhit nguyén hay Advaita
Brahman (Pham thién bat nhi) ctia cac nha Vé dan da. Du cho gido su Stcherbatsky c6 vé thién vi Ngai
Thé Than va Long Tho, nhung 6ng khong c6 1y do gi dé bién minh sy phi nhan hay bo qua nhiing
doan vin trong cac tdp Nikaya giai thich Niét ban khac voi Ngai Thé Than. Quan diém cua gido su
Poussin cho rang "c6 nhiéu triét 1y Trung quan trong kinh dién Pali" va su dé cap cua gido su Keith vé
nhitng doan vian hay bai kinh trong cac tap Nikaya xac nhan 1y do chanh dang c6 nhimg quan diém nhu
vay. Hai su kién ndy lam gi4o su Stcherbatsky giat minh va chong voi hai su kién nay, khong dya trén
mot dan chimg uy tin vao hay trich ding mot doan vin ndo, gido su cho rang "khong thé ndo chip
nhan Tiéu thira Phat gido 12 mot hé thdng Advaida (B4t nhi) va s& di qua xa néu thiy 'ca toan bo Bat
nha Ba-la-mat' trong tdp Majjhima Nikaya".

Nay chiing ta d4 tuyén b y kién cac nha giai thich t6i hau quan diém Phat gido vé Niét ban,
ching ta s& nghién ciru mot vai quan diém dua trén nhitng bang chimg tim thy trong cc tac phim
Pali.

Diét Tho Twéng Dinh cé phai 12 tién vi ciia Niét ban?

That 12 ky la, ca hai gido su, Stcherbatsky va Poussin, déu c¢b ging xdy dung quan diém vé Niét
ban dya trén trang thai tinh lac do mot vi Du gia chimg duoc trong thién dinh cao nhat ctia minh. Ca
hai déu dong y rang trang thai tinh lac 4y 14 muc dich ma gan tit ca vi Thanh, gom ca cac vi A-la-han
huéng dén. Theo gido su Stcherbatsky, Niét ban 12 trang thai tinh lac cao quy nhét c6 thé tudng tuong,
va do vay 12 mot trang thai khong c6 ddu vét gi cia nhan thirc, mot doan diét tuyét ddi vé sy séng. Con
gido su Poussin thi xem 1a mot trang thai ma tam thuc (citta) khong hoat dong, nhung toan than déu
thAm nhuan mot cam giac tinh lac; tAm thire vi khong hoat dong nén khong cam duoc lac tho.

Gi4o su c6 nhitng quan diém trén, phan 16n dwa vao nhimg 101 tuyén b cta cac vi Thanh trong
tap Udana, Theragatha Therigathd. Theo y t6i, quan diém cua gido su vé Niét ban Tiéu thira 1a mot
hinh thirc phéng dai ctia cam giac tinh lac ma céc vi Thanh chimg duoc trong thién thi hai va thién thir
ba. Céc tap Nikaya thuong néi dén cam giac tinh lac trong thién thir hai, thir ba gidng nhu cam giac
cia mot ngudi ma than thé dugc mot ngudi hau tim tinh luyén ding bot min thoa khap than minh.
Nhung cac tp Nikaya khong noi dén cam giac ctia mot vi Thanh trong trang thai Niét ban. Gido su
Poussin cd ly do khi xem Diét Tho Tudng Dinh cao nhat 14 mét tién vi ctiia Niét ban & doi ndy, nhung
6ng khong co ly do gi khi xem than cua vi Thanh c6 duoc cam giac tinh lac ay.

Céc tap Pali déu co nhiing dinh nghia rat rd rang vé thién dinh cao nhét ndy. Trong kinh Maha
parinibhana, dtrc Phat vao thién dinh trudc khi nhap Niét ban, khai 18n tir thién dinh thap nhat 1én thién
dinh cao nhét 1a Diét Tho Tuéng Pinh, va khi vao thién dinh ndy, Ngai Ananda, vi chua chimg qua
nén tuong dirc Phat da tir tran (nhap Niét ban). Pay 4 thién dinh cao nhit ma mot dé tir c6 thé chimg
dugc, trang thai cia mot nguodi nhap dinh ndy gan giéng nhu trang thai cia mot nguoi chét. Tap
Samyutta Nikaya (1V, tr.293) ta sy sai khac nhu sau: "Moi hoat dong déu ding han trong mot ngudi
chét cling nhu ngudi ching thién dinh cao nhat ndy, nghia 1a: 1) Than nghiép (kayasankharo), nhu hoi
thd ra vao, 2) Khau nghiép (vacisankharo), nhu suy tu va bién luin, va 3) Y nghiép (cittasankharo),
nghia 14 tuong va tho. Tho mang (ayu) cta ngudi nhdp thién chua diét tan, sirc néng (Usma) cua than
cling vdy va CAC gi4C quan cua ngudi ndy O trong trang thai thu dong. Con d6i voi nguoi chét, thoi
khong con tho mang, khong con strc nong, va gidc quan cua nguoi nay khong con hoat dong dugc nira.
Trong Diét Tho Tudng Dinh, vi Thanh khong thé mudn xuat dinh lic ndo ciing dugc. Trudc khi nhap
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dinh, vi Thanh dinh truéc giéi han thoi gian vi Ay s& xuat dinh, va chi c6 thé xuét dinh trong khoang
thoi gian ay. Thién dinh ndy trong 4y moi hoat dong vé than, khau va y déu ngung han, c6 thé so sanh
Vi trang thai ciia mot nguoi ngli mé (susupti). Thién dinh ndy gidng véi quan diém Upanisad vé tiém
thirc ctia mot nguoi dang ngu say, trong 4y khong c6 nhan thire di v6i ngoai gidi ciing nhu d6i véi noi
giéi. Cac tap Pali khong c6 chd nao noi dén cam giac tinh lac do than cam tho, ra ngodi tdm y. Cam
giac tinh lac do mét vi Du cam tho trong thién dinh cao nhat, khéi 1&n ty noi than, chir khong phai do
maot su xtc cham véi mot ddi tuong vat chét ngoai gioi.

Céc bai ké trong tap Trudng 130 ké, Truong 140 ni ké va kinh Mahaparinibbana ndi thién dinh
cudi cling cua dirc Phat chi dé dién ta cam giac tinh lac vi Thanh cam tho khi nhap dinh cao nhét nay.
Chinh that 1a tién vi ctia mdt cam giac ma vi Thanh s& duoc huong vinh vién. Trong giai doan A-la-
han, nghia 1a khi chimg duoc hitu du y Niét ban (Sopadisesa- nibbanadhatu). Vi Thanh chéc s& dugc
hudng mot cam giac tinh lac tbi thugng, khong thé nghi nghi, mot cach vinh vién, khi than thé vat chat
nay khéng con nita, n6i mot cach khac, khi vi Thanh ndy nhap v6 du y Niét ban. Su lién hé mat thiét
gitta Diét Tho Tudng Dinh va Niét ban duoc rd rang hon trong bai ké cua tap Udana, dién ta Dabba
mallaputta chimg Niét ban:

Abhedi kayo nirodhi sanna vedanapi’tidahamsu sabba,
Vupasaminsu sankhara vinnanam attham agamati
Than hoai, tuong diét, moi cam tho bi dbt chay. Ba hoat dong déu dirng va thire bién mat.

Nhu vay Diét Tho Tuong Dinh rat gidng voi Niét ban. Tap Majjhima Nikaya thém rang mot vi
Thanh khong nhimg chtng thién dinh ndy ma con tan trir cac 1au hodc (asava) nho tri tué, va nhu vay
vuot ngodi sy chi phéi cia Ma vuong. Do vay Diét Tho Tudng Pinh ctia vi Thanh chi 14 tién vi cia
Niét ban khi nao c6 dugc mot vai diéu kién khac nhu sy doan trir cac 1au hodc va quan tuong chan 1y
V.V...

Niét ban c6 phai 1a sw chét vinh vién?

Gi4o su nghi rang Niét ban lién hé mat thiét v6i Diét Tho Tuéng Dinh va nhu vay dugce xem 13
mét trang thai khong c6 dau vét ciia tAm thirc. Trong doan vin dién ta dirc Phat nhap Niét ban, Ngai
nhap vao dinh Diét Tho Tudng, nhung khong & ludn trong dy. Ngai xudng dinh thip nhét roi chimg
nhap Niét ban tir thién thir tu. Néu Niét ban 12 mot hinh thace vinh ctru ctia Diét Tho Tudng Dinh, chéc
Ngai ¢ lai trong dinh dy rdi nhap Niét ban.

Pé ching minh quan diém cta minh, Niét ban 12 mot su chét vinh ctru, gido su Stcherbatsky
dira trén mot 161 tuyén bd nira trong kinh Mahaparinibbana va duogc tip Madhyamika Vrtti sé giai. Cau
ay nhu sau: "Pradotyasy eva nirvanam vimoksas tasya cetasah", gido su xem chinh cac nha Ty ba sa d4
cha giai cau nay trong tap Vritti. Cac nha Ty ba sa, theo gido su, bac bo thuyét abhava cua kinh bo va
x&c nhan c6 mot cai gl "trong dy tham ai dat sach”, va khdng phai chi c¢6 "su tham 4i duat sach", nhu
Kinh bo d3 tuong. Trong bai Sanskrit, khdng co chit hay goi ¥ nao vé sy diét tan tdm thirc. Van dé
dugc dé cap chi 1a Trsna (Ai). Tuy vy gido su Stcherbatsky trong ban dich néi rang moi tham duc (ké
ca tam thirc) déu duogc diét trir (khi ching Niét ban). Co I8 gido su thém cau "ca tam thirc nita" 14 Vi
cau ké tiép goi y "Yasmin sati cetaso vim okso bhavati". Ong dich Cetaso vimoksah 13 "tam thac doan
diét". That khong rd rang vi sao 6ng ding chir tim thtc thé cho chir tim (ceta). Cau Pali twong duong
la: "Pajjotan’eva nibbanam vim okso cetaso ahuti", dugc Ngai Anuruddha noi 1én khi ta dirc Phat nhap
Niét ban. Ngai Buddhaghosa, khi giai thich cau nay, n6i ring Vimokkho nghia 1a giai thoat moi trién
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cai ngan can giac ngd va su doan diét ngon Itra chi cho trang thai khong hién khoéi. Giao su
Stcherbatsky c6 thé c6 1y do khac dé co y kién nhu vy, nhung thit khoé ma dong ¥ véi ong vé sy kién
cac Phat tir noi chung, ké ca cac nha Thuong toa by, xem Niét ban nhu mot thuc thé khong sinh dong.
Trong tap Kathavatthu va Dhammasangani, Niét ban duoc ta 1a Acetasika. Ba Rhys David dich 1a
"khéng phai mot tAm s¢" hay theo gido su Poussin, trang thai "trong iy tdm khong hoat dong nita". O
day Acetasika khong c6 nghia 12 mot thuc thé khong linh dong ma chi cho mét trang thai trong ay tam
ca nhan (manovijnana= y thic) hay Abhisankhara vinnana cua Ngai Buddhaghosa nghi khong hoat
dong. Vay Niét ban khong phai chét vinh ctru.

Gi4o su Stcherbatsky khi giai thich Niét ban nhu mot sy chét vinh ctru d quan trong hoa anh
hudéng S6 luan dén dao Phat. Ong xem cac nha Ty ba sa gidng nhu cac nha Sé ludn, trir quan diém
Purusa cta S6 luan. Ong néi Niét ban 1a mot thuc thé khong linh dong, twong tng voi Prakrti (vt thé
khéng bién di) ctia S6 luan. Thai d6 cua gido su Stcherbatsky c6 thé tom tit nhu sau: Thé giéi hién
tuong phat xuat tir Niét ban, s& tro' vé Niét ban bang cach diét trir vo minh va Niét ban giéng nhu nim
Uan trong trang thai cin nguyén chua bién di cta ching. Quan diém nay khong duoc Tam tang va hiu
tam tang ung ho. Cac vi Nhat thé hiru bo khi ké cic phép, ké luon Niét ban 1a Asamskritadhatu (Vo Vi
phap), c6 mit véi cac phap tac thanh mot chung sinh. Cac nha Thuong toa bd cling xem nim uén chi 12
su tap hop cua nam gidi (dhatu) va chinh su tap hop ctia nam phap nay tac thanh mét ching sinh. Ca
hai Nhit thé hitu bo va Thuong toa bd déu tuyén b rat r6 rang 1a mot ching sinh dugce 72 phéap hay 5
uan tac thanh, trai qua nhiéu doi nhiéu kiép cho dén khi vo6 minh duoc diét trir, chung sinh s& nhap lai
phdp vO vi hay Niét ban, va ddy 13 mot phap thuc sy co t6n tai. Theo phai S6 luan, sy giai thoat
(moksa) ctia mot chung sinh ¢ nghia 1a ching sinh 4y nhin chan dwoc sy kién 1a Purusa va Prakrti
ludn ludn tach roi nhau (vivekakhyati) chir khong phai bdi mot chiing sinh trai qua tir trang thai hitu vi
dén trang thai vo vi. Theo S6 luan, mot vi giai thoat 14 mot trong vo lugng Purusa, con theo dao Phat,
vi 4y sau khi chét khong phéan biét duoc voi Niét ban. Su twong ddng gitra S6 luan va dao Phét nguyén
thay 1a Prakrti (vat khong bién di) cua S6 luan tuong duong trong hinh thirc bién di ctia nd v6i nim
uan chir khong phai véi Niét ban nhu gido su Stcherbatsky da nghi dén. Néu ching ta mudn tim mot
trong duong v4i Niét ban trong SO luan thoi cé thé 13 trong Purusa néu vo lugng Purusa 13 mot
Asamskrtadhatu (v vi phap).

Niét ban gi6i cé6 phai 1a mot vastu khong?

Dua trén tap Visuddhimagga va Abhidharmakosa, gido su Poussin xem Niét ban nhu mot vastu
(Mot sy vat), mot thuc thé, do than thé cam nhén trong thién dinh cao nhat (Diét Tho Tudng Dinh), con
gi4o sur Stcherbatsky, ding theo thich nghia cua gido su vé Niét ban, néi rang Niét ban 1a mot thyc thé
(dharma hay vastu), dung theo nghia mot thuc thé vat chat khong sinh dong, giéng nhu Prakrti ciia S&
luan. Su sdp xép Niét ban vao phap vo vi v6i hu khong vo vi va sy so sanh Niét ban véi sy khong
khién ching ta nghi Niét ban nhu mét su vat (vastu, dhatu), nhu hu khéng. Nhung danh tir dhatu (gi6i)
dugc dung trong cac tdc pham Phat gido voi nhidu ¥ nghia khac biét nhau, nhu cac danh tir dhamma,
khandha hay sankhara; nhu vdy that khong yén 6n néu giai thich chir dhatu (gidi) cua chir
Nibbanadhatu nhu mét vastu hay dravya (Su vat).

Con ly do cac nha van Phat tir lua hu khong nhu 1a vt dé so sanh véi Niét ban, ¢6 18 vi nhiéu
phuong dién cua hu khéng twong duong v6i nhitng phuong dién cua Niét ban; nhung day khong co
nghia vi hu khong 1a mot dhatu, ma Niét ban ciing 14 mot dhatu. Nhu hu khéng, Niét ban khong thé
nghi nghi, vugt ngodi moi quyét dinh thuc nghiém, nhung khong phai 1a mot thuc thé vat chat. Trong
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C4c tac pham Phat gido, danh tir Nibbana - dhatu dugc dung mot cach ¢ thé xem Niét ban nhu mot vat
thé giéng hu khéng hay Samudda (bién). Trong tip Mahaniddesa (I, tr.132), mot sé dong Ty kheo
dugc ta chung vo du y Niét ban, nhung khong khién cho Nibbana-dhatu ting hay giam mét cach rd
rang. Tap Milindapanha so sanh Niét ban giéng hu khong hay bién, v6i y nghia Niét ban thuc co
nhung khéng thé udc ludng hinh thire, vi tri, tudi tho hay can d6 cua Niét ban. Niét ban ciing gidng
nhu hu khong, khong gbc, khong sanh, khong chét, khong ting, khong giam. Niét ban khong gi che
day, khong duoc nang d& va vo bién. Giéng nhu chim bay giira hu khong hay loai vat tréi ndi trong
bién ca, ciing vay, cac vi Thanh ra vao trong Niét ban gioi. Niét ban giéng nhu ngon lira, khong c6 mot
doi séng khach quan tiép t?c, nhung lira van tiém tang c6 mat cho dén khi hai miéng gd co xat nhau dé
ngon ltra hién khai. Ciing vy, Niét ban khong c6 mot doi sdng khach quan tiép tuc, nhung s& hién
khoi khi cac nhan duy@n can thiét tu hop. Tap Kathavathu (IX, 2) trong doan bién luin vé Amatadhatu
(Bét tir gidi), cung duy tri thai do nay. Nhu vdy cac Thuong toa bd tir chdi khong dong ¥ voi cac vi
Pubbaseliya, nhitng vi ndy xem Niét ban nhu mot vt chat. Quan diém cua phai Pubbaseliyas dua trén
mét doan vin dugc biét dén nhiéu trong tip Majjhima Nikaya (1, tr.4).

"Nibbanam nibbanato sanjanati, nibbanam nibbanato sannatva nibbanam mannati, nibbanasmim
mannati, nibbanato mannati, nibbanam meti mannati, nibbanam abhinanadati ti"
(N6 biét Niét ban 1a Niét ban; biét dugc nhu vay, né nghi dén Niét ban, nghi (tw minh) trong Niét ban
hay ra khoi Niét ban, nghi rang Niét ban 1a caa minh va hoan hy déi v6i Niét ban).

Ngai Buddhaghosa, khi ban dén doan nay, noi ring quan diém cua phai Pubbaseliyas 1a do mot
su két luan bét can, va doan vin trén néi d?n thé gian Niét ban chir khong phai Niét ban that sy, va nhu
vay khong thé dtc két noi day. Quan diém cua Ngai Buddhaghosa cd thé khong dugc moi ngudi chip
nhan, nhung néu 18 riang, du Thuong toa bd c6 xem Niét ban 1a Amata (bat tir) nhung khong dugce xem
nhu mot Pravya (thuc vat), du Niét ban c6 thé dung nhu mot arammana (d6i twong) dé tu thién.

Tom tit quan diém nguyén thily Phat gido vé Niét ban

Két qua sy nghién ciru cta t6i vé su giai thich Niét ban trong céc tap Tiéu thira va Pai thira co
thé tom tat nhu sau: Céc tip cua Phat tir nguyén thay trinh bay Niét ban trong ba phuong dién luan 1y,
tam ly va siéu hinh.

1/- Luan ly. Quan diém luan Iy vé Niét ban duoc mot s 16n cac tap Pali va cac bai viét cua hoc
gia can dai chu ¥ t6i nhiéu. Cac tap Nikayas day rdy nhitng danh tir va nhimg doan vin néi dén phuong
dién luan 1y cia Niét ban, nhiéu cho dén ndi tién si Stede cho dén nam 1923 da viét: "Niét ban doc
nhat chi 13 mot trang thai luan 1y, ching dugc trong doi sdng ndy béi nhitng phuong phap luan 1y,
thién dinh va tri tu¢". Nhu vay Niét ban khdng phai siéu thé gian. Quan diém nay khdng duoc cac su
kién ung ho. Trong sudt cac tap Nikaya, Niét ban duoc dién ta nhu su doan trir (khaya) cua tham
(Raga), san (dosa) va si (moha), i (tanha), cac hanh (sankhara),thu (upadana), cac lau (asava) va phién
ndo (kilesa), hiru 4i (bhava), sanh (jati), gia chét (jaramrana) va nhu vay moi dau khd (dukkha). Khi ta
phuong dién tich cuc cia Niét ban, cac tap Nikaya dién ta Niét ban nhu mot trang thai cuc lac
(acccantasukha), bat tir (accuta), kién tri (acala, dhira), an tinh (santa) va vo Uy (akuto bhaya). Chinh l1a
trang thai hanh phic t6i thuong (amata). Phuong dién luan 1y vé Niét ban quéa hap dan ddi voi cac tac
gia Phat giao dén ndi cac vi ndy viét nhiu tic pham vin hoc tuyét diéu dé dién ta va tan than trang thai
Niét ban.
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2/- Tam ly. Nhiéu hoc gia ban dén phuong dién tim 1y ctia Niét ban nhung chua nhdn manh
vira du vé ¥ nghia ctia phuong dién nay. Phuong dién ndy vé Niét ban thudng dugc cac doan vin trong
cac tap Nikayas, noi vé cac thién dinh hay con dudng tu tip thién dinh, dé cap dén. Muyc dich cac thién
dinh 1a hudng dan tAm tu vao mot trang thai khong con duc lac thé gian va dau khd. Muc dich nay dat
dugc bang cach giai thoat tAm tri ra ngodi moi van dé thé tuc. Chinh nho cac thién dinh dé dat duoc
trang thai nay vathién dinh cao nhét 1a Diét Tho Tudng Binh. Tt nhitng luan ban trudc day vé thién
dinh cao nhét, rd rang Niét ban ttc 14 Diét Tho Tudng Dinh, mién rang vi dé tir phai vang theo nhimg
diéu kién khéc can thiét cho A-la-han qua. Trong khi chung t6i trinh bay vé cac gidi (dhatu) sai khac,
chung ta thay rang mot vi tu hanh trong So thién vé mat tam 1y khai 1én ngang hang véi chung sanh
soéng trong sic giGi Pham thién, roi dan dan 1én cao va phat trién mot trang thai tam linh ngang hang
V6i cac chung sanh & ¢Bi Phi tudng phi phi tudng x& - gidi cao nhit trong ba gidi. Vi nay chung dugc
nim thing tri (abhinnd), nghia 1a Than tac thong (iddhividha), nhw 1én thim c¢8i Pham thién, Thién nhi
thong (dibbasota) va Thién nhén thong (dibbacakkhu), Tha tdm théng (paracittavijanana) va Tuc mang
thdng (pubbenivasanussati). Theo quan diém Phat gido, mdt vi tu hanh c6 thé chimg c¢bi thién cao cho
dén thién tht tim (phi tuéng phi phi tudng x1¥), co thé co than thong nhu céc thién than & cdi Pham
thién v sic gidi. Trang thai Niét ban con cao hon, vi ndy con phai 1én cao hon va chimg Diét Tho
Tudng Dinh, ¢ day tdm thirc ciia vi nay ngung hoat dong va do vay khong co6 tuong va tho. Nay vi nay
xtung dang & trong Apariyapanndhatu hay Lokuttaradhatu (siéu thé giéi). Trong khi ¢ trong dinh nay,
vi tu hanh c6 mot tién vi vé Niét ban ma rdi vi ndy s& duoc huéng mai méi. Vi ndy chiung duoc thing
tri thtr sau, tirc l1au tan thong (asavakhayanana) nghia 13 tri nhan biét sy doan diét cac lau hodc va su
giac ngod giai thoat tiép ndi theo. Nhimng cin tAm cta vi ndy tré thanh sang sudt r rang va vi ndy trong
mot sat-na, biét duoc tit ca sy gi Xdy ra xung quanh minh. Vi nay d4 giac ngd hoan toan, nghia 1a
chanh dang chanh giac.

3/- Siéu hinh. Phuong dién siéu hinh cia Niét ban trinh bay nhiing khé khan 16n nhét cho ngudi
hoc Phat gido va 1a ngudn gdc cua nhiéu cudc tranh luan. Trong cac tap Nikaya, ¢6 vo s6 danh tir va
doan vin siéu hinh dé dién ta Niét ban va chap nhan mot su giai thich siéu hinh. Doan vin c6 tiéng
trong tap Itivuttaka (tr.37) viét nhu sau "Atthi, bhikkhave, abhitam akatam asankhatam" (nay cac Ty
kheo, c6 céi bat sanh, bét tao tac, vo vi). Cau ndy néu rd cac Phat tir nguyén thuy khong xem Niét ban
nhu doan diét ma 1a mot céi gi tich cuc, nhung v6 bién va khong thé dién ta nhu hu khong. Niét ban
dugc goi 1a mot dhatu (giodi), ra ngodi ba gidi (duc, sic, vo sic gisi) va duoc goi 12 Aparyapanna hay
Lokuttaradhatu (siéu thé gi6i). Chinh 13 mot trang thai can phai chimg ngd (sacchikatabba), tu minh tu
chtng v6i minh (paccattam vedittabbo vinnahi). Trang thai ndy nhit vi (ekarasa) va trong 4y khong c6
ca nhan. Giéng nhu sy bién mat ctia mot ngon lira trong doi sdng vo cling cua thé gidi vo bién.

Mot vai doan trong tap Digha va Majjhima Nikaya, trong 4y Niét ban dugc so sanh véi tim
thirc vo bién (ananta vinnana), khong duoc cac doan khac trong clng tac pham tng ho, nhimg doan
giai thich vé& Niét ban trong truong hop ndy. Diéu chiing ta c¢6 thé ndi 1a nhimg doan ay duoc ghép vao
sau trong khi tdp Samyutta Nikaya dang duoc kiét tdp . Trong doan ta Vakkali chét véi
apatitthitavinnana chtr khong véi patisandhi vinnana, néu rd thirc caa vi A-la-héan tir trin va hoa dong
V&1 mot thure vo bién truong ctiru. Hinh nhu day 1a mot tién hi¢u ctia phai Duy thuc hoc sau nay, nhung
ching ta khéng thé phu nhan su hién dién cta chidu tu tudng ndy trong cac vi Phat tir nguyén thuy.
M6t quan diém ding ddn vé Niét ban c6 thé 1a mot trang thai vuot ngodi gidi vire 101 néi va tu tudng
va chi riéng ty minh chirg ngd dugc ma thoi.
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GIAO LY NIRVANA (NIET BAN)
PHAN HAI

Cac tap Pali Nikaya, nhu da néu rd 1a sy kiét tap nhiéu tai liéu 14n 16n, tir nhiéu thoi dai va trad
Xt sai khac; do vy cac tdp ndy chira dung nhiéu quan diém sai khac vé Niét ban. Nhung quan diém
vira trinh bay trén duoc phan 16n cac bai kinh ing ho va duoc xem nhu 13 nguyén thuy nhit. Nay
chung ta di dén cac tac pham Phat gido vé sau hon va tim xem cé4c tap nay trung thanh nhu thé ndo véi
quan diém nguyén thiy vé Niét ban, va néu c6 su sai khac, thoi su sai khac iy nhu thé nao.

Tap Kathavatthu vé Niét ban

Trude khi dé cap dén tap Visuddhimagga, chung ta hdy nghién ctru mot vai y kién vé Niét ban
dugc phan tan nhiéu chd trong tip Kathavatthu. Trong khi ban dén sy hién hiru cua puggala, tap
Kathavatthu c6 mot chu thich néu rd tap iy quan niém Niét ban nhu mot trang thai thuc c6 va vinh
vién. Tap nay ndi, néu Puggala dugc xem nhu khong bi tiéu mat voi su tiéu mat cic uan, thoi nhu vay
thanh Sassatavada (Thuong kién), va Puggala (Linh hén) tré thanh truong ciru nhu Niét ban. Ngai
Buddhaghosa chi1 thich doan ndy viét rang: Yathahi ni bbanam na uppajjati na bhijjati evam hi puggalo
(nhu Niét ban khdng sinh, khéng diét, puggala ciing twong tu nhu vdy). Nhu vay, chung ta thiy tip
Kathavatthu, duoc Ngai Buddhaghosa ung ho, xem Niét ban nhu mot trang thai vinh ctru, bt sanh, bat
diét va khdng xem Parinibbuta puggala la Sassata (Kvu, tr.61). Ciing trong nhitng lién hé khac, tap
Kathavatthu xem Niét ban 1a vinh ciru, khong thay ddi (Nibbanam dhuvam sassatam
aviparinamadhammam). Téap ndy ciing néi rang Niét ban khac véi nana (tri), tu hién hitu nhu rupa
(sic) hay cakkhu (mit) va khéng can d6i tuong gl (arammana) dé khai 18n. Khéng gibng sila (gioi),
phassa (xUc) va vedana (tho), Niét ban 1a acetasika (khéng phai tim s&) va khong twong tmg v6i tAim
(citta-vippayuta). Niét ban 1a asankhata (v6 vi), vi c6 ba tudng: Bat sanh, bat diét, bat bién. Nhu vy
tap Katha-vatthu xem Niét ban nhu hién hitu trudng ciru, bat sanh, bat diét, bat bién, va viot ngodi moi
dién ta.

Tap Visuddhimagga vé Niét ban

Trong tap Visuddhimagga (tr. 293, 294), Ngai Buddhaghosa giit lai quan diém trong tip
Kathavatthu va chi Iya nhimg doan vin trong cac tip Nikayas ung ho quan diém cta minh. Khi ta
nhitng dtrc tanh (gund) cua Niét ban, Ngai chu thich mot doan van trong tip Anguttara Nikaya (ii, 34),
trong Ay Niét ban duoc ta nhu 1a diét cdng cao, got sach tham 4i, doan trir alaya (cua nim Kamaguna),
va cham dat sanh tir luan hoi trong ba giéi. Khi cha thich ngir nguyén cia chir Nibbana (tr. 293, 294),
Ngai noi: Niét ban nghia 13 di ra khoi vana, chit nay dong nghia voi ch? Tanha (ai), va dugc goi vay 1a
vi Niét ban hanh su 1am tro ngai cho bon loai sanh (Yoni: tir sanh), nim gati (ndm tht), bay doi séng
tdm thuc, (nghia 13 nhitng canh gi6i cao hon canh gi6i vo sic) va chin sattavasas (chin canh gidi cua
loai hiru tinh). Day chi phuong dién upasama (an tinh) cta Niét ban. Roi Ngai noi dén doan vin dugc
noi tiéng trong tap Samyutta Nikaya (IV, 362, 369 v.v...) dé néu rang Niét ban 1a chan ly, siéu tran,
kho thiy, bat diét, vinh ctru, bat kha nghi nghi, bat tir, an lac, an tinh, tuyét diéu, khang kién, trong sach
va la mot hon dao dé nuong tua. Tur su chon loc cac doan vén, hinh nhu Ngai Buddhaghosa ung ho cho
quan diém Niét ban 12 vinh ctru, mot trang thai siéu thé virot ngodi Duc gidi, Sac gidi va VO sic gidi.
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Quan diém Niét ban cua Ngai Buddhaghosa duoc trinh bay rd rang khi Ngai dau 1y véi quan
diém cta Kinh bd vé su khong hién hiru (abhava) cua Niét ban (V.M; tr. 507-9). Ngai bit dau véi su
xac nhan Niét ban dem dén an tinh cho tdm hoén (santi), v cO vi bat diét (accuti) va an ui
(assasakarana), va phat sanh mot trang thai tdm thirc khong thé nghi nghi (nippapanca) va moi phan
biét déu bién mat (animitta). ROi Ngai dé cap dén quan diém ciia nhitng ngudi d6i 1ap véi Ngai, ¢ 18
cac vi Kinh bd xem Niét ban khong hién hitu nhu siung tho, vi khong thé nhan 14nh duoc
(acupalabbhaniyats). Ngai chéng v6i quan diém ndy va ndi rang Niét ban c6 hién hiru va c6 thé chimg
dugc néu theo con dudng chan chanh, su chimg ngd ndy giéng nhu su nhan biét tu tuéng cua ngudi
khéc trén binh dién siéu thé gidi (lokuttaracitta) nho tha tam tri (cetipariyayanana). Chung ta khong cé
ly do tuyén bd mot sy vat khong hién hiru vi con nguoi tim thuong khong thé nhan 13nh duoc. Ngai
tuyén bb thém dé ung ho quan diém cta minh, néi ring néu ching ta phai nhan su hién hitu cia Niét
ban, thi sy thuc hanh Chanh tri kién v.v... tr¢ thanh v dung (vanjhabhavo apajjati). Khi doi phuwong tra
loi: "Su thue hanh khéng phai thuc su vo dung vi dua dén sy chimg ngd abhava (tic 12 Niét ban, su
khong hién hiru ctia moi vat)". Ngai Buddhaghosa dap:

"Néu Niét ban chi 1a abhava, thoi sy abhava cua qua khir va vi lai ciing 12 Niét ban, nhung thuc
su khong phai vay".

Déi phirong: Sy abhava cua hién tai c6 thé 1a Niét ban.

Buddhaghosa: Su khong hién hitu cta hién tai khong thé co6 duoc, vi tu mau thuln, vi phai
thudc qua khtr hay tuong lai. Ngoai ra, néi rang sy khong hién hitu cua hién tai 1a Niét ban 1a sai 1am,
Vi trong doi hién tai, c6 mot thoi khic nao (vattamanakhandhanissitamaggakkhane) cé thé ching duoc
Hiru du y Niét ban.

Déi phirong: Nhu vay co thé xem 14 ciing sai 1am khi noi rang luc ay c6 su khong hién hitu cua
phién n&o.

Buddhaghosa: Phu nhan sy khong hién hiru ctia phién ndo tic 1a phu nhan hiéu ning ctia Thanh
dao va diéu ndy khong thé chap nhén.

Hinh nhu cau tra 1o ndy caa Ngai Buddhaghosa khdng thuyét phuc duoc dbi phuong din ching
ly luan ké tiép 1a sy doan diét (khaya) cua tham ai (ragakkhaya) c6 thé duoc xem 1a Niét ban khéng.
Ngai Buddhaghosa tra 1oi khong duoc, néi rang néu vay thoi A-la-han qua ciing chi 13 doan diét. Ngoai
ra, xem Niét ban 1a Khaya cua mot vat gi khién Niét ban tro thanh vo thuong, hiru vi va khéng hé
thudc véi chanh tinh tan v.v... V& diém nay, ddi phuong tra 10i: "That khong phai sai lam néu néi rang,
vi mot vat sau khi dugc doan trir khong cOn phat sanh nita, nhu vay vat 4y chimg Niét ban".

Buddhaghosa: Sy doan diét nhu vdy khong trd thanh van d¢&; néu duoc xem nhu vy, ciing
khong ung ho 1ap ludn cua ddi phuong, vi chinh 1a Thanh dao d4 tao ra trang thai Niét ban (bhava) va
chinh Thanh dao d3 diét trir bat thién va khdng cho hién khai vi Niét ban 1a mot giai doan
(upanisayatta) & doan diét hoan toan khong thé con tai sanh (anuppattinirodhasankhatassa khayassa);
cin ban, coi ré cia su phat sanh d& dugc hanh vi chon chanh diét trur.

ROi dbi phuong noéi dén 1y luan thir ba, hoi vi sao Niét ban khong dugc dién ta (sarl
pen’evakasmanavuttanti ce?)

Buddhaghosa: Vi Niét ban hét stic té nhi. That su hét sirc té nhi dén ndi dirc Phat co lan d& nghi
khéng nén giang thuyét dén nira; Niét ban chi c6 thé 14y Ariyacakkhu (Thanh nhén) thiy duoc (nghia
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la chi c6 bac A-la-han moi thiy). Vi tuong ung v6i magga (dao), nén Niét ban rat 1a dic biét
(asadharana) va vi khong co bat dau, nén Niét ban khdng c6 nhan.

Déi phirong: Khong phai Niét ban khong c6 nhan, Niét ban tir magga (dao) sanh ra.

Buddhaghosa: Niét ban khdng phai do dao sanh; Niét ban chi chimg dat duoc khi theo magga;
do vay Niét ban khong c6 nhan, va do vay khong hoai, khong diét. Vi khdng sanh, khong hoai, khong
diét, Niét ban thanh bat tir (nicca).

Ly luan tht tu duoc dbi phwong dit ra nhu sau:

Déi phwong: CO gi tro ngai néu xem Niét ban vinh ciru nhu anu (vi tran)?

Buddhaghosa: Khong dugc. Niét ban khdng c6 nhan, con nguyén tir thi ¢d; nén khong thé sanh
Niét ban voi nguyén tu.

Déi phuong: Niét ban bat tir co phai vi ddc tanh vinh ciru ciia minh? (nghia 1a Niét ban c6
nhitng dic tanh vé vinh ctru khong)?

Buddhaghosa: Khdng thé dugc, vi rang anu v.v... khong thé do magga (dao) chimg duoc.

Két luan, Ngai Buddhaghosa noi rang, do nhitng 1y do d dé cap, Niét ban 1a vinh ctru, va vi
khéng c6 hinh tudng gi, Niét ban 1a vo sic (arlipa). Chi c6 mot Niét ban, khdng c6 nhiéu Niét ban sai
khéc vé6i cac duc Phat sai khac. R6i Ngai noi riang s di goi 12 Hiru du y Niét ban, vi con ¢ mot than
du y (upadisesa), du cac phién ndo da duoc bhavana (thién dinh) diét trir hoan toan. Niét ban dugc goi
la Nirupadisesa-nibbana (V6 du y Niét ban) vi upadisesa bién mat, sy kién ndy xay ra vi khéng c6 mot
phat hién nao sau tdm cudi cliing cia Kammaphala (nghiép qua). Day do sy ding nghi va nhd tin gbc
cta tap (samudaya). Tom lai khong thé néi Niét ban khdng ¢, vi su kién Niét ban do mot tri tué dic
biét chimg ngod sau khi dd tinh tin ¢ ging khong dung nghi, sy hién hitu cia Niét ban d4 duoc dic
Phat noi dén; va cudi cling Niét ban that su co6 mit (paramatthena sabhavatu) vi nhitng chit nhu sau:
"Atthi bhikkhave ajatam abhitamakatam asankhatam (ltiv, tr.37; Ud; tr.80) (Nay Ty kheo, c6 cai bét
sanh, bat tac, vo vi).

Tap Paranatthamanjusa (S& giai cua tdp Visuddhimagga), khi s& giai doan nay cua tap
Visuddhimagga, d4 bién luin theo 1ap luan ciia minh vé sy hién dién cua Niét ban. Tap ndy bit dau néi
duc Phat khong bao gio ndi lao. Khi Ngai ndi cO mot cai "Ajatam, abhutam v.v..." nghia 1a phai cong
nhan Niét ban vo vi, theo nghia cao siéu nhat c¢é hién hiru. Niét ban khdng thé 1a Abhava (su khiém
dién ctia moi vat), vi su kién dirc Phat ta Niét ban 1a sau tham, vo ludong, kho nghi nghi v.v... nhu vay
chi c6 thé noi ¢6 sy hién hiru cia trang thai hay sy vat, chir khong thé noi c6 su hién hitu ctia mot sy
vat khong hién hitu. Su vat gi da khong hién hitu thoi phai khong hién hitu mot cach toan dién. Tuy
vay, cau hoi sau c6 thé khoi 18n vé tanh cach abhava cua cac phién ndo ma cac vi Thuong toa bd xem
la mot phuong dién cua Niét ban: Sy abhava cua cac phién ndo trong cac loai chiing sanh 1a mot hay
nhiéu. Néu abhava chi 12 mot, thoi chi nhd ¢6 mot con dudng (magga) ma thuc hién chir khéng can
dén bén magga (chic chin nodi dén Du luu, nhit lai, bat lai, A-la-han), va tat ca ching sanh co thé
chting Niét ban trong mot lc. Loi chéng ddi ndy c6 thé tra 16i nhu sau: "Néu sy abhava chi xem 12
mét, thoi d6 14 s abhava cua phién ndo, do su chimg ngd Niét ban dem lai". Su that khong phai 13 két
qua ctia magga, ma chi 12 mot sy kién can phai dé cap. Cac nha dbi 1ap co thé ndi khdng can cac
maggas vi khdng can phai diét bo cac phién ndo. Vi khéng c6 van dé tir bo cac phién ndo va cham dit
dukkha (khd), nhu viy khéng can phai ching kilesdbhava (su khong hién hitu cic phién ndo). Loi
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chéng d6i nay duoc tra 16i nhu sau: "Mdi mot marga déu c6 mot phan sy rd rét phai thi hanh. Dy luu
dao diét trir ba phién nfo dau. Nhat lai dao 1am nhe bét tham, san va si cho dén tdi thiéu, con Bat lai
dao diét trir han. A-la-han dao diét trir tit ca phién ndo. Abhava that sy chi c6 mét, va nhu vay khong
c6 thé xem 1a ¢6 nhiéu abhava, vi c6 nhiéu phién ndo dugc di?t trir, nghia 12 khéng c6 thé xem rang, vi
c6 sakhayaditthi abhava, raga-abhava thuc su chi c6 mot va khdng phai thay déi vi doi tuong duoc diét
trir thay doi; nhu vay cic abhava khong duoc xem 13 ¢6 nam, vi ndm phién nfo duoc diét trir. Chi 12 su
mg dung thong thuong cua danh tir ma ¢ nghia sy hién hitu cia nhiéu abhava. Trang thai abhava chi
c6 mot nén Nibbana khdng phai nhiéu ma chi c6 mot. Tap Tika két luan sy bién minh ctia minh véi 10
tuyén bd rang abhava khdng phai dé ma ching ngd (Sacchikatabho). Chinh Nibbana phai ¢é ma chung
ngd; do vy su abhava cua cac phién ndo khdng gidng véi Niét ban.

Tap Abidharmakosa vé Niét ban

Trong tdp Abidharmakosa, Ngai Vasubaudhu néi dai giong vé quan diém Ty ban sa vé Niét
ban. Ngai truéc hét xac nhan Niét ban 1a mot vo vi phap, va chdng v6i quan diém cua Kinh b xem
Niét ban nhu mot két qua do marga tao ra. Ngai ndi marga dua dén sy chimg dat hay sé hiru cua
visamyoga (khong tuong ung) hay Niét ban va Niét ban ty hién hitu chtr khong phai 13 két qua cua
marga. Dé tra 10i cdu hoi cua Kinh bd vé& tinh chit cua phap goi 1a Visamyoga hay
Pratisamkhyanirodha (trach diét vo vi) cac nha Ty ba sa tuy@n bd d6 1a mot phap con tinh chat thoi
thuc c6 va khong thé luan ban, chi co cac bac Thanh (Arya) tu riéng minh chimg ngd trong noi tam.
Ching ta chi c6 thé néu rd dic tinh chung cua Niét ban, khi Pratisamkhyanirodha duoc xem 13 mot
dravya (thuc tai) thuc su thién va vinh ctru va khac vé6i cac phap khac. Niét ban duoc goi 1a visamyoga.

Céc vi Kinh b, trong sy cb ging dé ching minh Niét ban 1a abhava (su khong hién hiru cua
phién ndo v.v...) ci rang vo vi phap khong phai thuc c6 nhu sic hay tho v.v... Cac vi ndy néu vi du vé
Akasa (hu khong), mot phap vo vi, va chi rd hu khong chi 13 sy khong hién hiru ciia mot cai gi ¢ thé
xtc cham duoc, hay ndi mot cach khac, mot caigi c6 thé chuéng ngai duoc. Nhu mot ngudi trong bong
t6i noi rang 13 hu khong, vi khéng nhan thirc sy ¢ mit caa vat gi ¢ thé xtc cham hay chudng ngai:
cling vay, hu khdng (akasa) ctia Nhat thé hiru bo can phai hiéu nhu vay. Cac vi Nhat thé hitu bd xac
nhan phap vo vi thir hai cia hoc phai nay la Trach diét vo vi, phap nay chinh la su doan trir cac
anusaya (tUy mién) va cac hién hitu d4 tao tac ra va su bat sanh cta cac phap tly mién sau nay; va két
qua nay dat dugc la nho tri tué (trach diét) nén goi la trach diét vo vi. Phap vo vi thir ba, Phi trach diét
vO Vi, 1a sy khong hién hitu hay bét sanh cta céc phap, vi 12 Sy ving mit hoan toan caa nhitng nguyén
nhan, ddc 1ap vd1 stc manh cua tri tu¢ (phi trach di¢t). Vi du khi sy chét trude dinh ky ngan dat doi
séng, ngudi ta noi cé sy Phi trach diét cua cac phap, nhimg phap nay dang 18 duoc sanh trong doi sdng
hién tai, néu doi séng nay duoc tiép tuc (Kosa-vyakhya, tr. 16-18).

Trong truong hop ndy, cac vi Kinh bd néi dén y kién ciua Thuong toa Srilabha, ciing 1a mot
phap su Kinh b, vi ndy giai thich Trach diét nhu 1a su bat sanh ctia cac tham ai trong twong lai nhd c6
tri tué (prajnd) va Phi Trach diét nhu 1a sy bat sanh cua dau kho trong twong lai, nghia 14 ctia doi sdng
do su diét tan cac tham ai chr khong phai do tri tu¢. Trach diét thudc vé hitu du y va Phi trach diét
thudc vé vo du y Niét ban. Cac vi Kinh bd khong chap nhan sy sai biét gitra Trach diét va phi Trach
diét cia Ngai Srilabha. Theo Kinh b, su bt sanh ctia dau khé trong vi lai thuéc vé Trach phap
(pratisamkhya). Do vay, that su phi Trach g6m ca trong Trach diét.

Céc nha Kinh bo ciing n6i dén ¥ kién ctia mot hoc phai nita, hoc phai nay theo vi nguoi Nhat 4n
hanh tap Kosa, 1a phai Mahasanghika (Pai ching bd). Cac vi Pai chiing bd dinh nghia phi Trach diét Ia
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pascid abhava (su khong hién hitu vé sau) cta cac phap d4 sanh ra do su doan diét ty nhién cia ching.
Trong dinh nghia nay, phi Trach diét khong vinh curu, vi phép nay khong sanh ra, khi nao cac Anusaya
(Tuy mién) chua doan diét.

Muc dich ctia phai Kinh bo 1a néu rd, nho cac dinh nghia ndy, phi Trach diét c6 4n nghia sy c6
mit ctia mot phap di trude, tirc 12 Pratisankhya (Trach phap) va vi vy phi Trach diét khong thé vinh
ctru (nitya), Vi néu phap trude khong c6 thi phap sau ciing khong. Cac vi Nhat thé bo bac lai, tra 10
rang cac vi Kinh bo khong c6 quyén ndi rang Pratisankhya (Trach phap) 1a c6 trudc va su bat sanh cua
cac phap chua sanh c6 sau. Sy thét, theo nhan xét cia Nhat thé hitu bo, cac phap bt sanh van tu hién
hitu; cho nén khi khéng cé Pratisankhya (Trach phap), cac phidp duoc sanh; néu va khi nao
Pratisamkhya khoi 18n, thoi cac phap nhat dinh khong sanh. Hiéu nang (Samarthya) cua Prati-samkhya
vé sy bit sanh ctia cac phap, duoc néu rd nhu sau:

- Trude Pratisamkhya, khong ¢ gi tro ngai cho su phat sanh cac phap;

- Sau Pratisamkhya, nghia la khi da ap dung Pratisamkhya, cac phap, ma su phat sanh khi trudc
chua dugc dié¢t trir (akrtotpattipratibandha), khong bi sanh.

1/- Va chéng véi quan diém cta Kinh b, cho rang Niét ban chi 1a su bat sanh (anutpada) cua
cac phap, phai Nhat thé hitu bo co trich dan mét bai kinh tir tip Samyukta agama (26, 2), bai nay tuyén
bé su thuc hanh va tu tip ndm can Tin v.v... dua lai két qua 1a sy diét trir Dukkha (khd) & qua kh, hién
tai va vi lai. Su that, sy diét trir ndy (prahana) khong néi dén phap ndo khéc ngoai Niét ban, va chi 1a
mot phap vi lai, khong phai qua khir hay hién tai. Cac vi Kinh bo khong thé chip nhan diém nay va
giai thich doan vin ndy mét cach khac, néi rang sy diét trir" 1a néi dén su diét trir cac phién néo
(klesas), lién hé voi Dukkha, qua kha hay hién tai, va cac vi ndy trich dan mot vai doan vin khéc trong
tap Samyukta dgama dé ung hd quan diém ctia minh. CAc vi ndy bién minh rang cac phién néo, qua
khtr va hién tai, tao ra trong chiing ta nhiing chiing tir d¢ sau nay phat sanh cac phién nio tuong lai; khi
cac ching tir ndy bi doan trir, cac phién nfo, qué khir hay hién tai, duoc trir diét. Chinh lién hé véi sy
Kién nay ma nguoi ta ndi nghiép (karma) va nghiép bao (karmaphala) d&@ dugc doan trir. Do vay khi ndi
su diét trir mot Dukkha vi lai hay mot phién ndo vi lai thoi phai hiéu rang Dukkha hay phién nfo khdng
con sanh ntra vi su khong c¢6 mat cua cac chung ti.

2/- Roi cac vi Nhat thé hitu bo néi dén 1y luan tht hai, ciing duoc tim thay trong tap Visuddhi
magga (tr.507), tap 4y hoi vi sao trong tap Samyukta Agama (31. 12) lai tuy@n bé "Trong tat ca phap,
hiru vi hay v6 vi, Viraga (ly tham) 1a phap téi thuong". Néu mot phap khong that co, thoi sao lai c6
mot sy tuyén bd nhu vay? Cac nha Kinh bo giai thich diém nay bang cach xac nhan sy hién hiru cua
phap nay nhu cac vi ndy Xac nhan sy hién hitu ctia mét tiéng khong hién hitu trude khi duoc tao nén va
sau khi d4 bi mét. Cau trich dan tan than Viraga c6 thé xem nhu n6i dén mot su vat khong hién hiru, vo
vi, su khong hién hitu hodn toan cua tat ca nhimng gi doc ac.

3/- Ly luan thir ba ctia cac vi Nhat thé hitu bo 12 néu Trach diét hay Niét ban khdng that co sao
lai dugc xem 1a mot su that. Cac nha Kinh b tra 101 1a su that (Satya) dugc xem vdi nghia aviparita
(khdng phai sai 1am). Cac bac thanh ching ngd nhiing gi hién hitu va khéng hién hitu, mot cach
"khong sai lam". Trong nhiing gi 1a khd (Dukkha), cac Ngai chi thiy kho, trong su khong hién hiru cta
khd, cac Ngai ching ngd su kién sy khong hién hitu ctia kho. Sy that, khéng c6 mau thuin khi 1ay su
"khéng hién hitu ctua khé" hay "trach diét". Va su khong hién hiru ndy 14 su that thir ba, vi cac bac
Thanh thay va tuyén b lién sau sy that thi hai.
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4/- Roi cac vi Nhat thé hiru bd dé cap dén 1y luan thir tu. Néu cac phap vo vi khong that cé, thoi
sao tri tué lai 14y sy vat khong that c6 lam ddi twong (arammana=s& nguyén). Cac nha Kinh bo bac bo
ly luan ndy vi xem khong gi chong d6i 1y thuyét cia minh va néi s& giai thich sau khi cac vi nay ban
dén qua kht va vi lai (xem Kosa, v.25).

5/- Ly luan thir ndm cta cac nha Nhat thé hitu bo thudc vé 15i phé binh cua cac nha Kinh bo khi
cac vi Nhat thé hitu bo chap cac phap vo vi that c6 hién hiru. Cac nha Kinh b chi rd sur v6 1y néu xem
su hién hitu ctia mot vat khong hién hiru 1a that c6. Su that, cac vi nay néi cac phap vo vi khdng thé
duogc cac giac quan nam giit (pratyksa) nhu sic, tho v.v... va chiing khong thé duoc biét nho anumana
(tuy luwong) tir nhitng hoat dong cua chiing, nghia 1a ngang qua cac giac quan.

6/- Trong Iy luan thtr sau, cac vi Kinh b trd thanh nguoi dit cau hoi, néu nirodha (diét) tu nd 1a
mat su vat, thoi cach hanh van vé sé thude cach nhu "Dukkhasya nirodha" c6 thé chép nhan duogc. Cac
vi Kinh b hiéu Nirodha 1a "Su khong hién hiru cia mét Vat", cling vay cac vi ndy hiéu sy diét kho 1a
su "khong hién hiru cua khé". Cac vi ndy khong chiap nhan mot lién hé vé nhin qua giira hai sy vat
ching né hién hitu. Cac vi Nhat thé hitu bo tra 101 theo cac vi ndy, su doan diét ty nd 1a mot sy vat.
Tuy véy, van c6 thé néu rd su lién hé giira "su doan diét" va "vat bi doan diét", vi theo cac nha Nhat

thé hitu bo, nirodha ddi véi mot su vat néu rd sy "prapti= Dic" cua sy doan diét khi chung ta khong co
s& hiru vat 4y nira. Tuy vay cac vi Kinh bo cling s& hoi cai gi quyét dinh hay phan biét su s¢ déc cua

"doan diét".

7/- Ly luan thtr bay ctia cac vi Nhét thé hitu bo 1a: Néu Niét ban 1a sy khong hién hiru, néu chi 1a
abhava, thoi mot vi Ty kheo dugc cai gi ¢ trong doi? Cac vi Kinh b giai thich rang vi Ty kheo trong
Niét ban ching dat mét vi tri (asraya) trong iy su phién ndo (klesa) va mot doi sdng méi khong thé co
duoc.

8/- Trong ly luan tht tam, cac vi Kinh bd trich dan mot bai trong tip Samyukta Agama (13.5),
trong 4y Niét ban duoc ta nhu 1a mot su bién mat (vyantibhava), mot su huy diét (ksaya), mot su doan
diét (nirodha), mot sy an tinh (vyupasama), mot su thoat ly (viraga), mot su diét tan (astangama) cua
khd, mot sy khong phat sinh (apratisamdhi) ctia kho, va két luan Niét ban la abhavamatra. Cac vi Nhat
thé hitu bo khong chap nhan giai thich ndy va tuyén b 1a doan vin ndy chi Niét ban ty né 12 mot su
vat, & day khong c6 sy hién hiru ctia Dukkha (apradurbhava). Cac vi Kinh bd khéng dong y véi cac vi
Nhét thé hitu bo vé strc manh cta dinh s cach (cach tht bay) dung trong doan vin nay.

9/- Ly luan thtr chin cta cac vi Kinh b 1a thi du vé mot ngon lira duge ding trong cau c6 danh
tiéng nay: "Pajjotass eva nibbanam vimokho cetaso ahu" (nhu sy Niét ban caa ngon ltra, cling vay su
giai thoat cua tam tu). Cau nay chi néu ro su doan diét (atyaya) cuia ngon lra, va khdng phai mot su vat
tu no ¢6 su hién hiru.

10/- Ly luan tht mudi va 1y luan cudi cling caa cac vi Kinh bo 13 Abhidharma ma cac vi Ty ba
sa 'y ctr vao nhat, c6 mot 1oi tuyén bb nhu sau:

"Thé nao la cac phap avastuka? Chinh la cac phap asamskrta (v vi)".

O day cac nha Kinh b hiéu chit avastuka 1a "khong that c6", "khong c6 tanh chan that". Nhung

cac vi Ty ba sa hiéu mot cach khac; theo cac vi ndy, chit "vastu" dung theo 5 nghia khac nhau: I)

svabhava vastu (tw minh 1a mét sy vat), II) alambana (d6i twong cua kién thic), III)

samyojaniya(nguyén nhan cua tham ai, IV) hetu (nguyén nhan) va V) parigraha (hanh dong thau nap).

Trong doan van hién tai, vastu dugc dung theo nghia hetu, Avastuka nghia la khdng c6 nguyén nhan.
98



Mot phap vo vi, tuy la thuc c6, nhung khong c¢6 hanh dong tao nghiép, khong c6 nguyén nhan tao ra
phép 4y va tu khong tao ra qua bao.

Phan tich cac tap Kathavatthu, Visuddhimagga va Abhidharmakosa

Nhu vay chung ta da ¢ trude mit ta nhitng giai thich vé Niét ban cua cac tap Kathavatthu,
Visuddhi magga va Abhidharmakosa. Hai tip sau ciing trinh bay khé rd rang quan diém cta Kinh bd.
Céc quan diém va giai thich cta ba tap trén duoc phan tich nhu sau:

1) Chéng lai quan diém cua Kinh bo xem Niét ban 1a khong that co, chi 1a sy khong hién hiru
(abhava) cua phién nfo, su doan trir tham 4i (raga) v.v...tat ca 3 tip trén déu xac nhan Niét ban that co,
Vi nhitng 1y do sau day:

- Niét ban c6 thé chtrng ngd néu theo Chanh dao (Vm); cac bac thanh ngd Niét ban (A va Vm);

- Céc bac A-la-han chang ngo Niét ban trong doi hién tai va dugc goi 12 Sopadisesa-nirvana
dhatu (Hiru du y Niét ban giéi) (A va Vm).

- Sy hién hitu cta Niét ban duge dirc Phat dién ta trong nhitng doan van nhu: "atthi bhikkhave
ajatam abhutam" v.v... (Vm), hay n6i dén su té nhi, thAm sau va tuyét luan cua Niét ban, trong nhimg
cau: "duddasam duramebodham" v.v... (Vm Tika), "Viraga la phap téi thuong" (A) hay goi Niét ban la
mét trong bon su that (A) hay 1a ddi trong (arammana) cua kién thire, tri tué (Vm; K va A).

2) Chéng lai quan diém cua Kinh bd xem Niét ban, vi chi 1a abhava, nén khong thé vinh ctru,
khéng thé tur hién hitu nhu rupa (sic) hay anu (vi tran), hay Niét ban khong phai 1a vo vi phéap vi la két
qua cua marga (dao), ba tap trén xac nhan:

- Niét ban 14 that c6, tu hién hitu nhu ripa v.v... hay anu (Vm va A); khong can arammana (d6i
tuong) ndo nhu Jnana (tri) dé phat sinh (Vm va K), va khong tuong tGng véi tm (citta) (acetasika,
cittavippayutta) (Vm, K va A), nhung Niét ban phai duoc phan biét khac ripa va anu, bai sy kién Niét
ban 1a vd nhan (Vm va A) va chi can su thyc hanh con dudng dé chimg ngd Niét ban (Vm);

- Niét ban 1a vinh ctru nhung khong phai parinibbutapuggala, nghia 1 ca thé diét tan khi chting
Niét ban (K): va Niét ban 1a mot va khong sai khac d6i véi cac dirc Phat (Vm);
- Niét ban la asamskrta (v6 vi) vi khong sanh, khdng diét, khong thay doi (Vm va A);

- Aryastangika marga (Bat chanh dao) chi dwa dén sy diét tan phién néo (klesa); Niét ban khong
do marga (dao) tao ra, nhung tu n6 hién hiru truong ctru (Vm va A).

3) Céc vi Kinh bo hiéu sy so sanh giita Hu khong va Niét ban nhu sau: Vi hu khong that su 12
su khong hién hitu hay khong nhan thirc mot sy vat gi ddi ngai nén Niét ban cling 1a su khong hién hiru
tuyét ddi cia cac phién ndo. Ba tap trén giai thich nhu sau:

Niét ban 1a v6 bién, vo lugng, khong thé nghi nghi nhu hu khéng (Vm, K va A); Niét ban thuc
c6, nhung cac phién ndo tdc dong nhu mot man che (avarana) mit chung sanh. Do vay, khi marga
(dao) doan trir cac phién ndo, Niét ban ty duoc thiy (A). Su ching ngd Niét ban nghia 1a ching duogc
Visamyoga hay Niét ban (A).

4) Tra 16i cau hoi, néu Niét ban that c6, sao dtrc Phat khong dinh nghia dic tanh cta Niét ban
(svarlipa), c4c tap trén tra 101 vi Niét ban qua tinh vi té nhi dén ndi chinh dirc Phat ban dau ngan ngai
thuyét giang Niét ban (Vm).
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5) Ngai Buddhaghosa thién vé quan diém Ni?t ban la bat kha ngon thuyét, khong thé phan biét,
vinh ctru va tinh lac. Trong hiru du y Niét ban, vi A-la-han noi tam chimg kién Niét ban, va chi chung
dac Niét ban khi nhap V6 du y Niét ban.

6) Ngai Vasubandhu nhan manh su kién 1a Niét ban van 1a mot dhatu (giéi), mot dravya (su
vat), nhung day du cac dic tanh néi dén trude. Cac nguyén tir hay ion tac thanh mot ching sanh luon
ludn thay ddi, va cudi ciing, bai sirc manh ciia marga (dao) ma minh dang tu tap, ngudi tu hanh dat dén
mot trang thai thuan tinh va tré thanh khong thé phan biét v6i nhitng phan tr vinh ciru va thuan tinh
goi 1a Niét ban gi6i (Nirvana-dhatu).

Gi4o su Poussin dya trén nhimg doan dién ta Niét ban giéi d& tim duoc, mudn tim thy trong
Niét ban mot doi sdng hoan toan tinh lac va vinh ctru. Con gi4o su Stcherbatsky, theo luén 1y chit ché
cta 1y thuyét nguyén tir, két luan Niét ban 1a su "chét vinh ctru" hay vat chit vo phan biét cta S6 luan.

Con V& quan diém sai khac giita Buddhaghosa va Vasubandhu, chung ta nén dé y Ngai
Buddhaghosa khong bi tréi budc bai 1y thuyét nguyén tir, Iy thuyét ndy dd duoc Ngai Vasubandhu tén
trong triét dé trong moi 1y luan ciia Ngai. Buddhaghosa tuyén b mot cach dit khoat 1a Niét ban vuot
ngoai moi hinh thirc c6 thé quan niém duoc vé doi séng (vuot ngodi Moi Sattavasas - Hiru tinh cu hay
Vinnanatthitis - Thtc tra) va 1a mot trang thai vo bién, khong thé tu nghi. Nhu vay gan giéng nhu quan
diém siéu hinh v& Brahman ctia Ve-dan-ta, nhung khong phai that nhu vdy, nhu gido su Poussin va
Belvalkar d4 néu rd. Diéu rd rang Niét ban khong phai Advaya Brahman (Bat nhi pham thién) vi Niét
ban bao ham quan diém cta v6 luong chung sanh ty c6 doi séng sai biét va chi mit c4 tanh ciia minh
khi chung ta la parinibbutapuggalas (nhirng nguoi vién tich).

Tap Prajnaparamita (Bat nha Ba-la-mat) vé Niét ban

Quan diém vé Niét ban duoc trinh bay dudi mét hinh thirc hoan toan sai biét trong cac pham
Dai thira. Chiing ta da thiy tap Saddharma Pundarika hiéu Niét ban nhu sy ching ngd binh dang tanh
Cla tat ca cac phap. Binh ding tanh (samatd), nhu d3 giang trong tip Prajnaparamita va Sutralankara,
theo Dé nhét nghia dé, nghia 1a sy khong phan biét giita hai phap hay sy bat kha té biét mot vat. Tap
Bét nha Ba-la-mat phat trién tu tuong binh dang tanh ndy xa hon nita va néu rd moi su vat dugc nhan
thirc hay duoc biét trong thé gidi ndy su that 1a mot 4o anh (mayad) cua mot tim tri mé mo. Cho nén
néu ai néi dén Niét ban hay su chimg ngd Niét ban, nguoi ay tudng tuong do kién thirc khuyét diém
ciia minh, sy hién hiru cia mot nguoi va Niét ban cia ngudi dy, va nghi rang nguoi ay sau khi thuc
hanh céc giéi luat, chimg duoc canh gidi cudi cung 1a Niét ban (Panca, to 399b).

Sy that, tit ca déu do vong tudng ctia minh (parikalpana). Mot trong nhimng thi du dung dé noéi
1&n sy 40 tudng nay duoc dién ta nhu sau: mot nha ao thudt (mayakara) hay dé tir ciia 6ng rat giéi vé ao
thuat, tao ra nim lac thu (panca kdmaguna) va tu thiy minh dang huéng niam lac tha dy (Sata, 117). Su
that, nguoi éy c6 hudng tho khong? Ciing vay, mot vi Bo-tat hay durc Phét noi dén cai goi 1a ndm thu &
doi (Kamaguna), cac hanh Bo-tat, cac uan (nhu giéi dinh v.v...), Bat chanh dao, Niét ban hay Phat. Su
that, tit ca phap 4y khong that c6, chung chi 1a nhitng danh tir dit ra dé goi su vat, sy hién hitu cta
ching chi do chung sanh v6 minh tao ra, ching sanh nay su that khong thuc c¢6 va chi dugc goi 1a mot
sattava (hitu tinh) hay rupa(sic). Nhung chir Sattva hay Rupa chi 1a danh tir, chi 12 gia danh, céi gi gia
danh 1a khong sanh, khong diét, chi dung nhu mot biéu twong; ndi, ngoai hay ca hai déu khong thé
nhan thirec.

100



Tap Prajnararamita con di xa hon va néi rang cai goi 12 namadhuya (gia danh) ciing khong thé
dugc xem nhu 13 hién hitu (Sata, tr.522). Khong thé c6 mot sy nhap (aya) hay xuét (vyaya) cta bat cir
su vat gi, cho ca dén sarvadharmatathatd (nhat thé phap nhu that tanh) hay dtc Phat; chung ta khong
thé nodi co vi A-la-han hay dic Phat hay bat ky sy lién hé gi giita hai vi 4y. Néu dirc Phat tao ra céac
Mayapurusas (H6a than), va khién nhitng vi ndy trai qua nhitg qua vi tu hanh va chimg dugc toan tri,
thoi khong ai hoi 1am gi sy hién hiru ctia nhitng hoa than nay, su tu hanh va qua vi ctia chung (Sata,
tr.886). Ciing viy chung ta dumg phi céng dinh nghia mot tu si hay Niét ban cua vi ndy. Cudi cling, vi
tu si va Niét ban khong thuc co; chung chi 14 4o anh, ca hai déu khong that (sinya-khéng), vi tu si va
Niét ban déu cing mét dic tanh. Vay chung ta can phai doan trir moi 4o tudng vé thé gii va lay su
ching ngd advayam advaidhikaram (thuc bat nhi bat s¢ kha nhi) cta tit ca sy vat 1am muc dich t6i
thuong cho chung ta.

Nagarjuna (Long the) vé van dé Niét ban

Ngai Long Tho ciing ung ho quan diém nay nhung 1y luan cia Ngai thudc 1y ludn mot nha luan
ly hoc chuy@n mdn va mét triét gia. Ngai dé ¥ dén quan diém cta cac nha Tiéu thira, nhat 1a cac vi
Nhét thé hiru bd va néu rd cin ban yéu 6t vé quan diém cta nhimng vi ndy. Ngai n6i, cac nha Tiéu thira
no6i dén hai loai Niét ban, Hiru du y va Vo6 du y, va nghi rang Niét ban 1 su nirodha (diét) cta klesas
(phién nf0) va cac uan lap thanh mot hitu tinh. Céc nha Tiéu thira ngac nhién, 1am sao cac vi Dai thira
c6 thé quan niém vé Niét ban khi ma cé4c vi ndy nghi ring moi vat 1a khdng thuc co, bat sanh bat diét.
Nhu vy Niét ban c6 thé dem lai cai gi va giai thoat cai gi? Ngai Long tho tra 15i: "Néu phién ndo va
uan 1a su vat that c6, thoi sao c6 thé trir diét duoc? Cac vi Sunaytavadin (khdng ton) khéng tim mot
Niét ban trong 4y phién nfo va c4c uan dugc doan trir Niét ban cua cac vi nay Ia:

Aprahinam asampraptam anucchinnam asasvatam,
Aniruddham anutpannam etan nirvanam ucyate

(cai gi khong bo, khong déc, khong doan, khong thudng, khong diét, khong sanh, cai 4y méi goi
la Niét ban).

Candrakirti (Nguyét xtmg), khi giai thich cau ké ndy, néi ring Niét ban khong phai dé ma doan
trir nhu raga (tham 4i) v.v... khong phai dé chimg ngd nhu thanh qua (Dy luu, nhét lai v.v...), khong
phai vinh ctru nhu astinya (thuc phap). Pic tanh ctiia Niét ban 14 bat sanh bat diét va dic tudng ciia né
khéng chip nhan moi dién ta. Mot vat khong thé nghi nghi nhu vdy, sao c6 thé chip nhan 4o tudng
(Kalpand) vé su hién hitu cua cac phién nfo va uan va diét trir chung, nhd Niét ban? Khi nao nhimg
hoat dong tudng tugng ay ciia chiing ta cOn ton tai, thoi khong thé nao cd Niét ban. Niét ban chi co thé
ching ngo khi ndo tat ca moi prapancas (hy luan), nghia 12 moi ¢6 ging dé phan biét hay dinh nghia,
cham dat. D4i v6i 1y luan ctia Nhét thé hiru bo cho dén chap nhan sy hién hiru cta phién ndo va cac
uan trong giai doan chung dugc Niét ban, nhimg phap iy c6 thé hién hitu trong samsara (Luan hoi,
sanh tir), nghia 13 truéc khi ching ngd Niét ban, cac nha Dai thira tra 101 mot cach cuong quyét 1a
khéng c6 mot sai khac gi gitra Niét ban va Samsara. Sy that, Niét ban khong doi hoi sy doan trir nao
ca. Niét ban su that 14 su bién mét hoan toan (Ksaya) moi tuong tuong cua tdm tri. Cac phién ndo, cac
Uan v.v... ma su diét trir 1a rat can thiét dé ching Niét ban, theo cac nha Trung quan la khong c6 su
hién hiru chic thyc ndo ca. Nhimg ai khong doan trir nhitng quan diém vé Ng va Ngi so, thuong hay
chap nhan sy hién hiru ctua nhitng vat khong that c6. Su dau khd cia nhitng ai con dang & trong giai
doan chip nhan sy hién hiru va khong hién hitu cua sy vat, khong bao gid chdm dat. Ngai Candrakirti
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gom trong phan loai cic nha bi dau khé ndy, cac hoc phai Kanada, Kapila, v.v... va ca hoc phai Ty-ba-
sa, hoc phai ndy tin su hién hitu cac phap that co. Ngai ciing gom ludn cac hoc phai vo than (Nastika),
nhung vi ndy khong chip nhan su hién hitu cac phap 4y, va cac vi Kinh bo, cic vi ndy khéng chap
nhan su hién hiru cua qué khu, vi lai va cac phéap bit tuong ung hanh (Cittavipprayutta) va chip nhan
su hién hitu cia cac phap khac. Ngai cling gom ludn cac nha Duy thtc, cac vi ndy khdng tin su hién
hitu cta sy vat bién ké chap (parikalpita), nhung chip nhén sy thit c6 cta parinispanna (vién thanh
thuc) - Duy thac (vijnaptimatrata).

Ngai Long Tho quan niém Niét ban khong c6 nghia 1a su doan trir hay diét trir sur vat gi ca. Niét
ban that su 1 su tranh né cua moi tu tuong (Kalpand) vé diét trir, doan trir v.v... Nhu mot ngudi tudng
trong minh udng thude doc roi bat tinh, dU sy that, thude doc ddu c6 vao bao tir ngudi y. Ciing vay,
ching sanh & trén doi ndy, khong hiéu Nga that sy 12 gi, c6 nhitng quan niém vé ng va ngd s va vi
vay phai khd. Niét ban vuot ngodi giéi han cta bhava va abhaba (hién hiru va khdng hién hiru). Mot
chung sanh tudng twong mot su gi hién hiru va Niét ban 1a sy chAm dut sy hién hiru dy. That sy, khong
c6 su vat hién hiru va do vay khong co su tiép tuc hay chim dut sy hién hitu 4y. Niét ban chinh 1a sy
tranh bo quan niém xem mot su vat gi dang hién hiru.

Theo Ngai Long Tho, c6 mot sé nguoi (cac nha Ty ba sa) chip nhan Niét ban c6 hién hitu vi
Niét ban hoat dong nhu mot hang rao ngin cach cac phién ndo (klesa), cac hanh dong (karma), cac sy
tai sanh (janmas) nhu mét cai dap ngin chin giong nudc mot con sudi va mot vat khong that cé khong
thé 12 mot ngan cach hiru hiéu nhu mot cai dap. Tra 1oi cho van nan ndy, cac nha Kinh b xem Niét
ban dugc dinh nghia nhu sy diét trir (Ksaya) ciA-duc ai di doi voi hy (nandi) va tham (raga). Vi vay
cai gi chi 13 doan diét khong thé ndo hién hiru. DAy gidng nhu sy tit diét cia mot ngon dén. Ly luan
nay khong duoc cac nha xem Niét ban nhu 1a mot su that chap nhan, vi theo c4c vi ndy, su doan diét
cac duc vong xay ra trong phap goi 1a Niét ban.

Ngai Long Tho bac bo quan niém Niét ban 1a mot bhava (su vat that c¢6) véi nhitng 1y do nhu
Sau.

1) M6t thyce thé thuc sy hién hiru nhu vijnana (Thirc) phai chiu bién hoai va doan diét, con Niét
ban thoi khéng, va nhu vy cai gi khong bién hoai va doan diét khong thé néi 12 ¢6 su hién hiru duoc;

1) M6t thuc thé thuc sy hién hitu nhu vijnana phai 1a hitu vi (Samskrta), nhung Niét ban la vo
Vi va do vay khong thé ¢ hién hitu.

111) M6t thue thé hién hitu doi hoi mot chit lidu phat sanh ra nd (Svakarana- samagri) nhung
Niét ban khong can chat liéu dy vi Niét ban phai 1 khong chap thu (anupadaya).

Chéng véi quan diém Niét ban chi 1a abhava (khéng hién hitu), mot ¥ kién cta cac nha Kinh bo,
Ngai Long Tho dan ching nhiing 1y luan nhu sau:

1) Niét ban khong thé goi 1a su khong hién hitu cta cac phién ndo (Klesa), tuc sanh (janma)
V.V..., Vi nhu vay 1a dong nhat Niét ban voi sy vo thuong (anityatd) cua phién ndo va tai sanh. Vo
thuong chi 12 sy khong hién hitu ctia phién nfo va tai sanh; chir khong 1a sy vat gi khac. Va nhu vay,
néu Niét ban 1a sy khong hién hitu caa phién néo va tai sanh, thoi Niét ban giéng voi su vo thudng cua
phién n&o va tai sanh, va trong truong hop ndy, khong can phai tinh tan dé chimg Niét ban, mot su kién
khong thé chép nhan duoc.
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1) Néu Niét ban la abhava, thoi sao Niét ban lai duogc nodi dén 13 khong c6 chip thu gi
(anupadaya) hay khong co lién hé gi v6i bhava? Vi khong thé c6 van dé chip thu (upadana) khoi 18n
d6i v6i mot su vat khong that co. DO voi van nan c6 thé khai 18n vé nguoi con ciia mot ngudi dan ba
khong thé sanh dé hay simg cta con tho, ngudi con va simg tho ndy ¢6 thé xem nhu 1a mot abhava ma
khong c6 ddi chimg tich cuc twong tmg ndo, Ngai Long Tho tra 161 rang néi dén abhava bao ham nghia
c6 mot su thay ddi (anyathabhava) caa mot su vat that co (M. Vr. Chuong XV, 5, tr.207), cOn con mot
ngudi dan ba khong thé sanh dé hay stng con tho chi 1 sy tudng twong (kalpand), ma khdng c6 bao
ham s hién hitu ctia mot vat gi. Vi khong thé c6 mot abhava ma khong cé d6i ching tich cuc tuong
tmg, nén Niét ban khdng thé 1a mot abhava.

R4i Ngai Long Tho tiép tuc tuy@n bd quan diém cua Ngai vé Niét ban, nghia 12 khdng phai
bhava va abhava.

Ngai noi, di t6i, di lui, sdng va chét, doi khi dugc xem 1a ¢ mat mot cach tuwong ddi, hoiac dbi
chiéu nhau nhu dai va ngin, hodc theo nhan qua, nhu ngon dén véi anh sang hay hot gidng va cay con.
Trong ca hai truong hop, ching dugc xem nhu 1a mot nhom nhan duyén phuc tap. Do vay sy vat gi
cling déu phai c6 nhan va duyén, nhung Niét ban, trong iy sanh va tr d diét, 1a khong nhan, khéng
duyén va do vay khong thé tao ra. Cai gi d khong duoc tao ra thoi khong thé xem 1a ¢6 hién hiru hay
khong hién hiru.

Nhitng vi ndo (Nhit thé hitu bo va Thuong toa bo) d4 tin sy tai sanh cac hanh (Samrkara) tuyén
bd ring sy tap hop cac hanh c6 sanh va diét déu c6 nhan duyén lam can ctr. Khi khong c6 cin cir nhan
duyén thoi sy tip nhom ay khong duoc tao tac (apravartamana). Khi iy duoc goi 1a Niét ban. Nhimg vi
nao (Sammitiya: chanh luong bd) tin twdng & sy luan hdi cua Pudgala (ngd), ndi rang vinh ctru hay
khéng vinh ctru khong thé dem gan cho Pudgala. Su dén va di ctia Pudgala x4y ra ngang qua upadana
tuong duong vai Pudgala va tuy thuoc voi upadana tuong duong vai Pudgala va tuy thude vai upadana
(tht)) ndy. Khi upadana cua Pudgala dimng nghi, khi 4y goi 1a Niét ban. Ngai Long Tho nan rang khdng
thé chdp nhan sy bhava hay abhava cua su khong hién khoi (apravrttimatrakam) cua cac samskara
(hanh) hay Pudgala (ngd). Ciing vdy, su bhava hay abhava cua Niét ban khdng thé ndo chip thuin
dugc. Dé ung ho quan diém cta minh, Ngai dan 161 day cua dic Phat ring sy udc mudn vé bhava va
abhava déu phai tir bo, va néu rd dic Phat khong khuy@n nén bo su ao wdc vé Niét ban. Néu Niét ban
c6 chira dic tanh bhavarlpa hay abhavarlpa, thoi theo dirc Phat, can phai tir bo Niét ban. Do vay,
ching ta khdng thé gan cho Niét ban c4c danh tir bhava hay abhava.

Lai c6 nhiing vi (Ty ba sa) xem Niét ban Ia ca bhava va abhava. Niét ban la abhava, vi trong
Niét ban khong c6 phién ndo, duc vong, tai sanh v.v... Niét ban 1 bhava vi tu nd c6 ton tai. Nagarjuna
bac bo quan diém ndy theo bén 1y do, néi rang Niét ban khong thé vira 12 bhava va abhava, vi trong
truong hop nay:

I) Moksa (giai thoat) s€ phai ca bhava va abhava va nhu vdy c6 nghia, su c6 mat cuia cac
samskara (hanh) va su doan diét ching déu c6 nghia giai thoat. Nhung trudng hop dau khong thé 1a
moksa, va do vay Niét ban khdng thé 1a ca hai, bhava va abhava.

1) Niét ban s& trd' thanh mot doi séng tly thudc, vi ca bhava va abhava hién hitu hay khoi 1én
tly thudc nhan va duyén. Nhung vi Niét ban khong tiy thudc nhan duyén, nén khong c6 upadana nao.

111) Niét ban sé& trd thanh bi nhan va duyén chi phéi (samskrta= Hiru vi), vi ca bhava va abhava
khéng bi nhan va duyén chi phdi.
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IV) Trong Niét ban, ca bhava va abhava s& dong khoi mot 1an, mot sy kién khong thé xay ra, vi
&nh sang va bong téi khong thé c6 mit cing mét luc, tai mot chd. Vay Niét ban khong thé 14 ca bhava
va abhava.

Cubi cuing, Ngai Long Tho dit van dé c6 phai Niét ban 1a sy phii nhan ca hai, bhava va abhava,
va néu rd khong thé chip nhan nhu vy duoc, vi hai ly do:

1) Néu bhava va abhava cd thé ching duoc thoi sy phi nhin chung c6 thé xem 1a Niét ban.
Nhung ching ta khong biét that sy bhava va abhava la gi, nhu vay khong thé dung su phii nhan ching
dé dién ta Niét ban,

1) Néu c6 thé tuong twong Niét ban 12 khong phai khong bhava va khéng phai khong abhava,
thoi khong thé ndo chip nhan dugc mot nguoi hiéu biét mot Niét ban nhu vay. Néu ching ta chip nhan
ching sanh & doi ndy c6 thé nhan thirc mot Niét ban nhu vay, thoi chung ta c6 thé hoi ngudi 4y nhan
thirc Niét ban, ngang qua kinh nghiém nhd vijnana (thtc) hay ngang qua siéu hinh nho jnana (tri).
Vijnana cin c6 nimita (tudéng) dé nhan thirc, ma Niét ban thi vo tudng. COn jnana thoi cd Sunyata
(khong) 1am cin ban, bt sanh (anutpada) va vo sic (artpa). Nhu vay thoi sao co thé dung tri ndy, mot
loai tri khong thé dinh nghia va vugt ngoai moi dién ta, dé c6 thé nhan thirc chic chan Niét ban la
khong phai khong bhava va khdng phai khong abhava? Cai gi khdng thé nhan thirc hay hiéu (nghia 12
nam giir) khong thé noi 1a ¢6 hién hitu duoc.

R6i Ngai Long Tho néu rd 14 vin dé ma duc Phat xem 1a bat kha thuyét (avyakrtam; Digha, |,
tr.187), 14 vin dé& ndy ching t6 sy khong hién hiru cua su vat va sy dong tanh giita Samsara va
Nirvana (Sanh tir va Niét ban).

Néu moi vat 12 khong that co, c6 ngudi s& hoi vi sao duc Phat lai thuyét phap, va thuyét phap
dem loi ich cho ai? Ngai Long Tho tra 11 van nan ndy, néi ring cac nha Trung quan dinh nghia Niét
ban nhu 13 su diét trir (upasama) va su khong dién tién cac prapanca (hy luin) va nimitta (tudng) va
mot trang thai upasanta (an nhan) va siva (tich tinh). Khi dirc Ph?t ¢ trong Niét ban, 1am sao Ngai c6
thé xem 1a giang day gido 1y cho ngudi va chu thién? Trong kinh Tathagataguhya-sutra, ¢6 ndi rang
dtc Nhu Lai khong noi mot 101 tir khi Ngai thanh dao cho dén khi Ngai nhap Niét ban, nhung vi l0Ai
ngudi, tily theo xu hudng ca nhan va muc dich doi séng, quan niém dirc Phat nhu 1a thuyét phép.

Qua mot sb 1y luan dua chung ta dén dong mot két luan ma tip Prajnaparamita da dat t&i dudi
moi hinh thic phu nhan. Ngai Candrakirti (Nguyét Xung) c6 dan chimg mot cau ké cua tap
Prajnaparamita dé tng hd quan diém cua Ngai Long Tho, cho rang Niét ban hay Chan ly 1a sy tuyét
d6i bat kha tu nghi va khac véi Tathata hay Tathagata ma cac tdc pham Dai thira d4 dién ta, bai ké iy
nhu sau:

Tathagato hi pratibimbabhutah

Kusalasya dharmasya anasravasya,

Naivatra tathata na Tathagato’sti

Bimbam ca samdrsyati sarvaloke (M. Vr; tr.449-540)

(Nhu lai 1a mét hinh anh cua thién phap va tinh phap, (su that) khong c6 chon nhu hay Nhu Lai,
chi ¢6 hinh anh 1a thiy duogc trong moi thé gidi)
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Lién hé dén cudc lu?n ban vé sy hién hitu va khong hién hitu cac samskara (hanh), Ngai Long
Tho ciing vy, néu rd néu Tathata dugc xem 1a dong v6i "tathd-bhavo’ vikaritvam sadaisa sthayita”
(d6ng tinh, bét bién, ludn ludén cd mit) (ibid; tr.265) nhu cac nha Duy thic da 1am, thoi Ngai ciing
chap nhén Tathata 1a khéng hién hiru. Béi tit ca nhimg phii nhan ndy, Ngai Long Tho chi ¢é ging néu
rd su sai khac gitra cac vi Trung quan va cac vi Duy thirc. Cac vi Trung quan, khac véi cac vi Duy
thire, khong vao trong van dé bhava hay abhava cua chan 1y. Tuy vy, Ngai Nguyét Xtng so su phi
nhan nhu vay vé su hién hitu ctia dtrc Phat hay dirc Nhu Lai ¢6 thé khién ngudi ta tin Ngai Long Tho
chi giang day thuyét phi nhan (negativism); nén Ngai noi: chung t6i chap nhan sy khong hién hitu
(nastitva) ctua Tathagata bt kha tu nghi vi nhu vay, ching toi bi pham 15i apavada (phu nhan)". Cac
nha Trung quan tuyén b chan 1y vuot ngodi moi dinh nghia. Cac danh tir nhu stnya, astnya, ca stnya
va aslinya, hay khong phai sunya va khong khong phai astnya, khong thé dung dé dién ta chan ly.
Nhitng tuyén b6 nhu viy dugc ding trong c4c tac pham chi dé trao d6i (prajnapti Thi thiét).

Chung ta phai nhé rang khi ndo Ngai Long Tho phii nhan sy hién hiru ctia Tathatd hay
Tathagato hay moi dong nghia twong tw, Ngai gan cho né céi nghia thong thudng dugc cac vi Bo-tat
chua hoan hao hay cac vi Duy thtrc chip thuan. Cho nén, that su Ngai Long Tho khéng giang day su
pht nhan thuan tay. Nhung chung ta cling nén nhé rang, trong cac dé tir ciia Ngai Long Tho, ¢6 mot sb
giai thich nguyén ly cua Ngai nhu mot su chdp doan tuyét dbi, va ching ta c6 thé xem Ngai
Bhavaviveka |2 vi dai dién xut sic nhat cho quan diém nay. Nhung tir su kién ndy, ching ta khdng thé
két luan Ngai Long Tho hay cac dé tir ciia Ngai phi nhan mot chan 1y tdi thuong va bat kha tu nghi,
Tathatd hay Sunyata va it nhat, sy phu nhan ay khong duoc tap Mahaprajna paramita sastra cua Ngai
Long Tho ung hd. Muc dich cta tap Prajnaparamitd va ca tap Madyamakakarika Ia thiét 1ap mot su
ddng nhat doi chiéu véi sy tuyét ddi ciia Vedantd. Tuy vdy, dic tinh dic biét nhat cua sy tuyét ddi
Vedanta 1a thuan tri (cit) va thuan lac (ananda). Trong sy dong nhit caa Ngai Long Tho, it nhit Lac
cling hoan toan khdng co. Santa va Siva I hai danh tir duoc tim thdy trong quan niém cua Ngai Long
Tho vé chan Iy. Do vdy chiing ta s& di qua xa néu chung ta tim thiy trong quan niém cta Ngai, mot
Brahman Vedanta toan dién - mot Dai ngd bao trim tat ca - mot ta kién ma dtc Phat phu nhan.

Theo tién si Das Gupta, n6 gan giéng quan niém cua phai Nyaya-Vaisesika (thing luan su) vé
mukti, mot trang thai khong c6 mot dic tinh gi, hodc triru twgng hay hinh dung tir trong 4y "Tu ngd Van
tur gitt kha tinh trong sach ctia minh, khéng cau hitu véi lac kho, kién thire, ¥ mudn v.v..." (Ind, Phil;
tr.366). Chan ly theo Trung quan hay Niét ban, do vay c6 thé xem 1a giéng nhu khia canh vo ngi cia
Vedanta nhung khong phai cac khia canh Brahman khéc.

Tap Lankavatara vé Niét ban

Ching tdi két luan sy nghién ciru ctia chung t6i vé Niét ban véi quan niém cua tap Lankavatara,
mot tac pham sém nhat va c6 uy tin vé van dé nady. Bat dau, chung ta nén ndi ngay rang cac vi Duy
thirc ddng ¥ voi cac vi Trung quan vé sy 4o tudng cua su vat & doi ndy va tanh bit nhi (advaya) cua
samsara va Niét ban. Céac vi Trung quan khong sin sang chap nhan mot lién hé gi giira thé giGi hién
tuong véi sy tuyét ddi, trir sy nhan xét réng tor vo thiy ching sanh bi v6 minh m¢ am khién khong
ching ngd duoc su that. Trir phi va cho dén khi chung thanh Phat, sau khi tu hanh theo phuong phap
va 16 trinh tu tdp dugc day trong cac tap Dai thira. Cac nha Duy thirc hoc sai khac cac vi Trung quan,
trong su ¢ ging tim mot lién hé giira su tuyét d6i va c& nhan va trong su cd gang ndy, c4c vi Duy thirc
X&c nhan tuyén bd chi co citta (cittamatra) hay vijnaaa (vijnanamatra=Duy thirc). Tam ndy hay thiec,
hay noi cho dung hon A lai da thirc (Alaya-vijnana) (Tang thiic hay y x{r cta sanh tir), nguyén vén
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thanh tinh, nhung sau bi nhiém trudc boi ta kién va bi chia phan thanh cua t6i va khong phai cta t6i,
chu thé va ddi twong, chu thé tré thanh manas (tam hay y) va ddi tuong trd thanh thé gidi ngoai canh.
Do vdy, theo cac nha Duy thirc, Niét ban nghia 1a sy doan trir ciia tim khong con bj phan hai va su
chtng ngd chi co thirc ma thdi, va thé gidi bén ngoai chi 1a su tuong tuong cua thire. Tap Lankavatara
noi rang Niét ban tic 14 su doan trir thirc tudng tugng (vikalpasya mano vijnanas vyavrtir nirvanam
ityucyate: Lanka, tr. 126), ngudn gdc cua bay thic, va khdng phai mét trong bon quan niém sau day
Cua ngoai dao.

1) Sy khdng hién hiru ciia mot doi séng that c6 (bhavasvabhavabhava):\
2) Su khong hién hitu ctia cac loai séng sai biét (laksanavicitrabhavabhava);

3) Chung ngd su khong hién hitu cia mot doi séng véi ty  tudng
svalaksanabhavabhavavabodha);

4) Su doan trir day chuyén lién tuc cua nhimmg cong tuéng (svasamanyalaksana-samtati-
prabandha-vyuccheda) (Lanka;tr.157).

Theo tap Lankavatara (tr.98-99), Niét ban I sy bién d6i (paravrtti) cua thirc, tAm v.v... Niét ban
khéng c6 nhimg phan biét tim 1y vé hién hitu hay khong hién hitu, vé thuong con hay vo thuong.

Niét ban khdng vinh ctru, vi khdng c6 nhing dic tinh phat sanh dic biét, va khong phai khong
vinh ctru vi c4c bac Thanh chimg duoc Niét ban. Niét ban khong giéng tir vong va doan diét (Lanka;
tr.66).

Roi tap Lankavatara tiép tuc giai thich thai d6 ctia minh bang cach néu Ién nhitng quan niém sai
khac vé Niét ban cua nhimg vi khéng Duy thirc, va nhan xét mot cach tong quat 1a cac quan niém ay
déu sai lac vi roi vao trong hay cuc doan "hién c6" hay "khong hién c6". Quan niém vé Niét ban dugc
dé cap dén cudi cling trong nhitng quan niém khong phai thuéc Duy thirc hinh nhu thudc vé Pai thira.
Quan niém 4y nhu sau: "C6 mot sd nguoi tuyén bd Niét ban 1a su diét bo (vyavrtti) cua citta (tam),
manas (y) va manovijnana (y thirc), boi di tir dia (bhumi) ndy qua dia khic cho dén khi dat duoc
Tathagatabhumi (Nhu Lai dia) va thuc hanh samadhi (thién dinh) vé maya v.v.... nho thuc hanh dinh
nay ma ching ta:

() chtmg dugc moi su vat la mot ao tuong ctiia tam minh,

(I) khong dé tam dén sy hién hiru va khdng hién hitu cta ngoai vat,

(1) x&c ching nhu that tanh (yathabhutam) cia su vat;

(1V) khéng phan biét chi thé va dbi tuong dé khoi bi hai cuc doan 1am md 4m bai nhing tudng

tuong cua y thirc,

(V) nhan hiéu duoc su v6 ich néu y lai vao bang ching,

(V1) biét duoc su that 1a mot van dé tir giac,

(V1) hiéu ca hai nairdtamyas (v6 ngd) va,

(VIII) doan trir hai loai klesa (phién n&0) va hai trién chuéng (avaranas; klesa va jneya=phién

ndo chudng va so tri chudng).

Cac quan niém sai khac ma céc vi khong phai Phat tir chdp nhan vé Niét ban 1a do su tudng
tuong cua nhitng vi ndy. Moksa (giai thoat) va moksopaya (phuong tién dé giai thoat) ma nhirng vi ndy
dé cap that sy khong that ¢, nhung cac luan su c6 nhitng ké chéap (vikalpa) vé chung va nghi dén hanh
dong va nguoi hanh dong, hién hiru (sat) va khdng hién hitu (asat) va mat thi gio trong jalpa (cau
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chuyén vo ich) va prapanca (hy luan). Nhu hinh bong trong guong ¢ thé thidy nhung khong that ¢,
cling vay trong tim guong cua vasana (tap khi), cac ngudi ngu thay citta nhu 13 hai (Lanka; tr.182).
Khong hiéu cittadrsya (tdm anh) mét cach dung dan, ngudi ngu tao vikalpar cta cai duoc thiy va
ngudi thay, dU rang trong thuc té chi c6 mot citta, khong co laksya va laksan (nguoi nhan thic va
tudng dugc nhan thuec).

Roi tap Lankavatara di sdu vao chi tiét cta thuyét trinh ndy, xac nhan dtc Phat hay Nhu Lai
vuot ngodi moi danh tanh va khdng thé néi 1a dugc tao ra (Krtaka) hay khong duogc tao ra, (akrtaka),
nhan hay qua, vi moi sy gan ap danh tanh déu sai gap doi. Néu Nhu Lai dugc tao ra, Nhu Lai & tro
thanh v6 thudng va dong nhat v6i moi hanh dong va hanh dong tu nd 1 vo thudng. Néu Nhu Lai 1a
akratka, Nhu Lai s€ khong that c6, va moi cong dirc do Ngai tao ra s€ tré thanh v6 dung va Ngai tré
thanh khdng that co nhu hoa dém gitra hu khong. Cho dén Nhu Lai phai vuot ra khoi tir ct, khong thé
ching minh va chi ty chimg ngd ban than. Khi dirc Phat noi su vat 12 vo nga (niratma), Ngai néi dén
thé giéi hién tuong chtr khong néi dén Nhu Lai. Mot Nhu Lai khong thé gidng ciing khong thé khac
c4c uan; cho nén Ngai khong thé thuong con hay vo thuong. Ciing vay, Ngai khdng thé giéng ciing
nhu khong thé khac moksa (giai thoat). Nhu vay, néu khong thé tuyén bd gi v& Nhu Lai, néu Nhu Lai
vuot ngoai moi chirg nghiém, Ngai tré thanh mot danh tir khong sanh, khong diét va dugc vivoi hu
khong, khong can phai y ctr noi gi (niralamba) va ngoai moi prapanca. Du cho Nhu Lai duogc goi 1a
Anuitpada-anirodha (bat sanh bat diét), nhu vay khong c6 nghia Nhu Lai "nghia 1a sy khong hién hitu
(abhava) cuia mot vat gi" (Lanka, tr.191); cai bt sanh bat diét ay that 1a tén cia Manomayadharmakaya
(y sanh phép than) (Svasambhogakaya= tu tho dung than) va su that khong phai 1a chan ly, Nhu Lai
chén that (Dharmakaya).

Nhitng diém di ddng vé Niét ban trong c4c tdc pham Tiéu thira va Dai thira khong di sau vao su
thao luan vé quan diém Niét ban dung y voi dic Phat va dugc tim thiy trong cac tap Pitaka (Tang),
mot vin dé d4 duoc ban cdi dén mot cach co gia tri trong cic tac phdm - tic pham cudi clng 1a tap
Nirvana cta gido su La Vallee Poussin - chling ta s& so sanh & ddy nhitng quan diém vé Niét ban nhu
d4 tim thay trong cac tip Kathavathu, Visuddhimagga va Abhidharmakosa, dai dién cho Tiéu thira va
trong cac tap Prajnaparamita, Madhyamika Vrtti va Lankavatara, dai dién cho Pai thura.

Tat ca tac pham trén dong ¥ trén nhitng quan diém nhu sau:
1) Niét ban 1a bat kha tu nghi (nisprapanca), vo Vi, bat sanh, bat diét, bt bién.

2) Niét ban riéng tu chimg noi tAm - danh tir pratyatmavedya (tu giac) ctua phe Duy thirc hoc va
pacattam vediitabbam vinnuhi cua phe Tiéu thira.

3) Niét ban khong phai 1a abhava (su khong hién hiru tit ca) nhu Kinh bo chii truong.
4) Niét ban 1a mot va giéng nhau ddi véi tit ca dirc Phat, qua kht, hién tai hay vi lai.
5) Marga (dao) dwa dén Niét ban.

6) Ca thé cham dut trong Niét ban.

7) Cac nha Tiéu thira dong ¥ v6i Pai thira, xem cac dirc Phat co rat nhiéu than luc va tri tug,
thing xa cac vi A-la-han. Nhung cac vi ndy khong xem Niét ban do duc Phat ching dugc khic véi
Niét ban do vi A-la-han ching duoc. Nhu vdy cac vi ndy chéng voi quan diém cua cac vi Dai thira,
xem Niét ban cac vi A-la-han thap hon va khong phai 1a mot trang thai hoan toan.
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8) Vimukti (giai thoat) khoi cac phién ndo (klesa) nhu mét dic tinh ctia Niét ban, khong co sai
khac gitra dirc Phat va cac vi A-la-han (Sutra, tr.36).

Nhitng diém sai biét vé& quan diém Niét ban duoc tim thiy trong cac tap trén nhu sau:

) Tap K (Katthavatthu) va A (Abhidharmakosa) ndi Niét ban thuc c6, vinh ciru (nitya), lac va
thanh tinh (suci). Cac nha Duy thirc tan dong quan diém ndy khi cac vi nay xem Apratisthita Nirvana
(vd trd xu Niét ban vi Dharma-kaya l1a mot. Sy that ma ndi, cac nha Trung quan va Duy thirc khong
gan cho Niét ban mot dic tinh gi, nhu vinh ctru hay khong vinh ciru, lac hay khong lac, trong sach hay
khéng trong sach, vi theo c4c vi ndy, Niét ban vuot ra ngodi moi dic tanh, va do vay khong thé goi 1a
nitya, anitya v.v....

Céc nha Dai thira, nghe theo 101 béo trude cua dirc Phat day phai dé phong hai cuc doan sasvata
va uccheda (thuong kién va doan kién), tr choi khong gan ép mot dac tanh gi cho tat ca moi vat, ké ca
Niét ban, nhung tap K.vaV. (Visuddhimagga) néi rd 1oi dé phong cua dac Phat chi 4p dung cho quan
diém vé linh hdn (ngd) ché khong phai cho Niét ban.

(1N Tap K, V va A. Xem Niét ban nhu 1a mét trang thai can phai chung déc (praptam), con tap
M. (Madhyamika Vrtti) va L. (Lankavatara) xem Niét ban khong thé chimg dic (asampraptam).

(11D Tap K. va V. Xem Niét ban nhu mot arammana (d6i tweong) dé tu thién va tu hué cho céc vi
tu si. Tap M. va L. khdng phan biét giira vi tu si va Niét ban, giita vat duoc biét va ngudi biét, giira chu
thé va déi tugng.

(IV)Tap K. V. va A. dinh nghia Niét ban nhu trang thai Lokottara (siéu thé) va that su 1a mot
trang thai cao nhat ma cac vi dy c6 thé quan niém duoc.

Tap L. va M chip nhan c6 mot trang thai cao hon Lokottara (L goi 13 lokottaratama) va xem
trang thai Ay 1a Niét ban va dé y rang, trong trang thai dy, sarvajnatd (Nhat thé tri) duoc ching ngd,
mot trang thai ma c4c vi Tiéu thira khong ching duoc.

Céc vi Duy thirc quan niém rang cac vi Tiéu thira chi chimg vimuktakaya hay Moksa (giai thoat
than hay giai thoat), con cac vi Dai thira chimg Dharmakaya (phap than) hay Sarvajnatve (Nhat thé tri).
Céc vi Tiéu thira dong quan diém nay, vi theo cé4c vi ndy, dtrc Phat hué luc va than luc thing xa mot vi
A-la-han. Cac duc Phat chirng nhat thé tri con vi A-la-han chua chtng duoc.

V) Céc nha Tiéu thira chi biét hai hinh thie Niét ban hiru du y va V6 du y, hay pratisamkhya
(trach) va apratisamkhya (phi trach). Cac vi Duy thirc cong thém Prakrtisuddha nirvana (Ban tu tanh
thanh tinh Niét ban) va Apratisthita-nirvana (vo tra xt Niét ban).

VI) Céac vi Trung quan xem Niét ban nhu mdt cai gl tuyét ddi, vo ngf, tiém tang trong thién
nhién, va I1a chan ly doc nhat, moi vét khac chi 1& Duy thirc. Niét ban nay hinh nhu giéng su tuyét doi
ctia Vedanta, nhung thiéu cit (thtrc) va ananda (lac) cta tuyét dbi nay.

Tir day, dua dén két luan 12 c6 mot Dharmasamata (Phap binh dang) hay tanh binh dang cua
moi phap cho dén ca Niét ban va sanh tir. Ca hai diéu lién hé v6i nhau nhu bién va song.

VII) Céc vi Trung quan cling Véi cac vi Duy thirc, chip nhan Niét ban 1a Advaya (bat nhi),
nghia 1a & day khong co su sai khac giita chu thé va ddi tuong hay giira tich cuc va tiéu cuc; va tat ca
sw vat & doi déu chi 14 o anh.
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VIII) Céc nha Pai thira quan niém hai chuéng goi 1a phién ndo chudng (klesavarana) va so tri
chuéng (jneyavanana), hai chuéng nay hanh dong nhu chudng ngai vat cho chimg ngd Niét ban. Cac
vi ndy xem c4c vi Tiéu thira chi trir diét dugc phién ndo chudng, coOn cac vi Dai thira thoi trir diét ca
hai.

KET LUAN
Nhiing diém di dong vé quan diém Niét ban vira dugc néu trén dua dén nhiing két luan nhu sau:

Niét ban Tiéu thira hay Niét ban dugc dién ta trong nén vin hoc Thuong toa bd rd rang ndi dén
mét tanh Don Nhét luén ludn cd mit, ra ngoai ba gidi (Duc, Sic va VO sic gidi). Niét ban vo bién, bat
kha nghi nghi, bat sanh, bat hoai. Niét ban nay thuan vi (ekarasa) va khdng biét ¢ ca tanh. Trong Niét
ban, moi phan biét déu chdm dit. Nhiéu khia canh cuia akasa (hu khong) va bién dai duong co thé so
sanh véi céac khia canh caa Niét ban.

Moi chung sanh 1a sy tom hop ctia nhiu phép, c6 thé chia thanh nim uan: Sic, tho, tudng, hanh
va thire; do vay moi chting sanh khong phai hoan toan sai khac vai mot chung sanh khac, mot nguoi
thuong khong khac véi mot bac Thanh hoan toan. Nhung néu ching ta xét tanh cach va mic do cua
mdi mot uan trong nam uan hién ¢6 trong mgt ca nhan, tho1 mot ching sanh khac vo1 mot chung sanh
khéc, mot ngudi thuong khac véi bac Thanh. Chinh & diém ndy ma cau "na ca so na ca anno” (khong
phai vay va khong phai khac) cua dao Phat duoc giai thich.

Sy két hop cac udn 13 két qua cua Karma (nghiép qua khir) va xay ra trong timg sat-na mot véi
ham nghia su tiéu huy cac phap luon ludn xay ra trude su két hop. Cac phéap trong mot hinh thirc két
hop dugc xem 1& mot ca nhan, va tir thoi thugng o, c4 nhan ndy hoat dong dudi quan niém sai 1am cta
mot ngd va ngd so. Kién thirc ctia né bi bop méo hay mé mo boi vo minh, khong thdy duoc sy that 12
tanh vo thudng cua su két hop va tan ra cua cac phap. Trai lai, n6 bi cac phap 16i cudn. Mot bac Thanh,
v6i kién thirc sang sudt nhd sy thi hanh cac phuwong phap Phét day chimg ngd trang thai chan that cua
su vat, nghia 1a mot c4 nhan gdm c6 5 uan, va khdng c6 mét linh hon thuong con va khdng doi.

Céc phap hay uan, tap hop theo sitc manh ciia Karma (nghiép), duoc xem nhu 1a mot ca nhan va
tro thanh mé &m bai nhitng quan niém sai 1am. N6 ty dét mot man ludi tudng tuong xung quanh minh
va tin rang minh c6 lién lac cach nay hay cach khac véi sy vat va ca nhan khéac. Boi nhitng mé mo 4y,
n6 cam tho vo tan dau kho hay theo cic nha Pai thira, tr nghi minh 13 dau kho, vi né tuéng coé su cach
biét gitta minh va vat hay nguoi ma né luyén 4i, hay boi nhitng 16n x6n hay su réi loan ciia than thé
hay tam tri.

Chinh vi nhitng ca nhan goi 12 mé mo nay ma dao Phat day Bat chanh dao. Nho theo Bat chanh
dao, mot ca nhan, cubi cung s€ chirng nhan tanh vo thuong cliia moi vat, ma cho dén nay, ca nhan xem
nhu 13 ¢6 mét hinh thirc doi sdng, va tim thiy rang cac phap hay uin, ma tu minh xem nhu 1 cic phan
tir tac thanh doi sng cua minh, cudi ciing khong phai 12 nhitng thanh phan dic biét riéng caa minh, ma
chung cho tat ca cac doi séng tam goi 1 ching sanh khéac. Khi ay, c4 nhéan kia duoc xem 1a da chimg
Niét ban, nghia 14 mot trang thai tim linh trong 4y, vi kia khong con phan biét minh nhu mét c4 nhan
sai khac véi nhitng phap v tin tao thanh vii try. N6i mot cach khac, tat ca c4 nhan déu tan diét trong
Niét ban. Trong trang thai Niét ban ndy, dirc Phat Gautama khong khac Ngai SaripUtra - tat ca déu 1a
mot va giong nhau.
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Quan diém Dai thira vé Niét ban hoan toan sai khac cac nha Tiéu thira. Diém can ban sai biét 12
cac nha Pai thira hoan toan khéng chip nhin sy c6 mit cia mot phap ndo ca. Cac vi ndy khdng biét
mét su that nao khac ngoai chan Iy, va d6 1a Dharmakaya hay Dharmadhatu. Nhiéu khia canh cta quan
niém Dai thira dugc dién dat qua nhimg danh tir sai khac duoc dung trong céc tac pham Dai thira. Vi
du, khi Niét ban dugc xem 1a gidng v4i Sunyata (chan khong), c6 ham y rang moi sy vat ma khong
thuong xem 1a that co, that sy khong c6 hién hitu, nhu mét ao anh, khong co6 mot thuc chit nao. Nhu
prthivi-dhatu (Pia dai) 1a khong that c6 (sunya) sanh, diét hay mét sy hién hiru nao (Siksa, tr.246). Khi
Niét ban duoc xem 12 gidng véi Tathatd (nhu thuc tanh) hay Dharmata (Phap tanh), c6 ham y moi su
vat trong thé gidi ndy cin ban déu binh ding giéng nhau, khong c6 mot danh gi va thuc chat gi (Lanka;
tr.226). Niét ban la cai gi khdng hién hiru va khéng khong hién hitu.

Sunyata dai dién cho khia canh tiéu cuc va Tathatta dai dién cho khia canh tich cuc cua su that.
Khi Niét ban dugc goi 1 bhutakoti (gigi han chan that), Niét ban cé nghia, sau khi phan tich cac phap,
ma chi 12 danh xung gia tao, ngudi ta cudi cling chimg duoc sy that, khong thé vuot xa hon duoc nita,
va chi c6 su that ndy méi chan that. Nhimng danh tir khac thuong dugce dung nhu 14 dong nghia véi Niét
ban: Avitathata (khdng phai khong nhu that), ananyatathata (khOong khac véi nhu  that),
aviparyasatathata (khdng thé dao nguoc lai); paramartha (dé nhit nghia dé), tattva (ban thé);
acintyadhatu (vt thé khong thé hiéu duoc); dharmadhatu (phap giéi), dharmasthiti (thé chat cua sy
vat), suprasanta (ti thuong an tinh, khong bi chi phdi boi sanh diét); advaya va advaihikara (bt nhi,
bat thé kha nhi).

Céc vi Dai thira xem rang moi loai hitu tinh, ngoai cac dirc Phat déu séng trong mé &m, tanh
chat cia sy mé &m nay sai khac tly theo su tién bo tam linh ctia chiing. Mot pham phu xem rang minh
c6 con va vat san mé lam khong khéac gi vi A-la-han nghi ring minh da chuang Niét ban, mot trang thai
an tinh va an lac hoan toan, vavuot ra ngoai ba giéi. Diém chu truong chinh cua cac nha Dai thira 12
chi c6 mot s that, d6 12 Niét ban hay Dharmadhatu (Phap giéi), moi su vat chi 12 sw mé mo cta tim
tri. Mot khi mot c4 nhan ndo chimg ngd minh 14 sy that, sanh tir khong khac véi Niét ban, ca nhan ay
tré thanh toan thién, nghia 1a dirc Phat. Ching ta phai diét trir tir tdm tri chiing ta, khong nhiing quan
niém vé tu ngd c nhan, ma con diét trir ludn thé chit cua tit ca nhimg su vt gi minh cam tho va nhan
thirc. Khi mot chung sanh chimg dat mot trang thai tam tri, trong 4y minh khéng phan biét minh khac
v6i moi sy vat khac & doi hay khac voi sy tuyét dbi, vi ay dugc xem 1a da chimg Niét ban dung theo
nghia Dai thira.

GIAO LY VE NHUNG SU THAT

Mot diém sai biét quan trong giira Tiéu thira va Dai thira, duoc tap Diéu Phap Lién Hoa vach rd
|3, theo Tiéu thira, mot chiing sanh, nhd gidc hiéu cac Thanh dé (aryastya), ké ca Pratityasamutpada
(Ly duyén khai), ching duoc Niét ban, nghia 1 vi Ay di tir Samsara (sanh tir) dén Nirvana (Niét ban),
tir mot trang thai Laukika (thé gian) dén mot trang thai Lokuttara (xuét thé gian). Con theo Dai thira,
mét chung sanh, vi hiéu su kién khéng c6 sy sai khac gitta sanh tir va Niét ban, thé giéi co su hién hiru
trong ddi (pratitya samutpanna), chi 1a gia tam, nhung hinh nhu that c6 d6i v6i mot tAm mé mo, vi
hiéu nhu vay nén chimg dugc Niét ban chan that. D6 1a Tathata (nhu that tanh) hay Sunyata (khdng
tanh), nguyén tic can ban chi phdi moi su moi vat. Quan diém vé su that sai khic qua xa nhu vay, cac
nhaTiéu thira va Dai thira xem tat ca moi su vat, ké ca nhiing phwong phép tu hanh Phat gido, duéi hai
nhan quan hoan toan sai khac. Déi voi cac nha Tiéu thira, cac Thanh dé va Iy Duyén khai 1a that co, va
vi vay thudc vao Paramattha (Bé nhét nghia dé), chtr khong phai Tuc dé. Con theo cac nha Dai thira,
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cac phap khong nhu that c6 va thudc vé Tuc dé hay Bién ké so chdp, y tha khoi (Samvrti hay
parikalpita paratantra). Tuy vay, cac nha Pai thira ciing khong thé gat ra ngoai Tt dé va Iy Duyén khai,
Vi cac nha Dai thira cling chip nhdn rang cac ching sanh, vi bi vé minh che lap, bat dau phai hiéu
Pudgala sunyata (nhon khong) nho hai phap iy. Xtng hop v6i quan diém vé sy that cia minh, cic nha
Dai thira xem dirc Phat ¢6 hai hinh thic gido 1y, mot Tuc dé, mot chon dé. Nhimg gi Ngai giang vé
Thanh dé va ly Duyén khoi thudc vé Tuc dé. Gido 1y chan that ciia Ngai 1a Stunyata va Tathata, nhung
gi4o ly nay khong thé ngudi ndy day cho nguoi kia, ma chi ¢6 thé tu minh giac ngdé cho minh. Trudc
khi ban luan vé hai hinh thac gido 1y nay, chling ta hiy xem Thanh Dé va ly Duyén khai 1a gi?

Cac Aryasatyz‘l (Thanh dé)

Cac Thanh dé nhu thuong dugc biét 14 Dukkha (Khé), Samudaya (Tép), Nirodha (Diét) va
Magga (Pao). Loi day cin ban cua bén Sy that ndy va bén sy that phai duoc xem nhu 13 mot cong thic
dé ap dung cho tit ca moi vat duoc nhan thirc. Bon sy that ndy chi 12 mot cong thire, chir khong phai 1a
mot gido 1y, diém nay dugc cac tac phém Phat giao néu ra mot cach r0 rét.

Trong tap Majjhima Niét ban (1, tr.261), trong khi giai thich Chanh tri kién theo cac Phat tir |a
gi, Ngai Sariputta (Xa& Loi Phat) néi dén ahara (cac mén an), dukkha (kho), jaramarana (l40, tir), tanha
(4i), namartpa (danh sic), va avijja (v& minh) va ap dung cac phap ndy vao trong cong thirc c6 bon
phan ndy, nghién ctru cong thirc 4y nhu sau: Hay tim hiéu mot vat chét hay tinh than. Tim hiéu nguyén
nhan, tim hoi né bi tiéu diét nhu thé nao, theo phuong phap nay, Ngai X4 Loi Phat dinh nghia
Sammaditthi (Chanh tri kién) ngang qua ahara (40 an) nhu sau: mdt ngudi biét dugc ahara,
aharasamudaya (Vi sao d6 an khdi 18n), aharanirodha (nhu thé nao dd an diét) va aharanirodha-
gaminipatipada (cach thic dé cac d6 an diét), nguoi iy dugce xem 13 ¢6 chéanh tri kién. Sy that thir nhat
thugc ahara, va theo triét hoc Phat gido, c6 bdn loai (Digha; IlI; tr.228, 276). Su that thi hai 1a
aharasamudaya, nghia 1a ahara sanh ra vi tanha (ai). Su that thir ba la aharranirodha (nghia la su diét
trr ctia ahara khi tanha dugc diét trir). Sy that thir tu thudc vé phuong phap lam cho ahara dugc diét
trir, d6 1a Bat chanh dao, Chanh tri kién, Chanh tu duy v.v... nhitng ai hiéu dugc bén su that ndy s& trur
dugc san han va tham ai, vuot 18n trén than kién, quét sach vé minh va chimg duoc giai thoat khoi dau
kho.

Nhu vay, ching ta thiy ring trong bdn su that ndy, khong co cai gi dic biét Phat gido. Ching
cling c6 thé duoc tim thiy trong hé théng triét hoc An Do. Nhu tip Yoga-sitra cia Patanjali (I, 15) noi
rang: "Yatha cikitsasastram catuvylham, rogo rogahetur arogyam bhaisajyam iti evam idam api
sastram catur vyuham eva tad yatha samsarah samsarahetur mokso mokspaya iti". (nhu y hoc c6 bén
phan noéi vé tim bénh, nguyén nhan, chita cac bénh va thudc thang chita bénh, ciing vy khoa hoc chita
bénh tam linh c6 bon phan, tim hiéu tanh chét sy vat & doi, nguyén nhan phat sanh nhiing su vat dy, su
diét trir chling va nhitng phuong tri dwa dén sy diét trir chiing). Tap Abhidharmakosa ciing tiép theo sy
giai thich ndy bang cach nhap bdn sy that thanh hai, nghia 12 nhan va qua, thé gian va xuat thé gian.
Khé va Tap thudc vé thé gian. Diét va Dao thudc vé Niét ban. Thé gian sanh tir (samsara) 1a két qua,
con samudaya & nguyén nhan cua né. Ciing vay Niét ban 1a qua, con Dao (marga) 1a nguyén nhan
(Kosa, VI 4).

Thai d6 cua cac nha Tiéu thira vé Thanh dé 1a hop 1y vi gido ly chinh cta nhimg vi ndy 1a mot
ching sanh phai dau khé vi hiéu 1dm c6 mét ngd (attd) va nhu vay quan niém minh nhu mot don vi
riéng biét, dng v6i mot vai lién hé ddi véi moi mot chung sanh khac hay su vét khéac trong thé gidi, va
mdi chiing sanh hay sy vat déu c6 ca thé gidng nhu ca thé ciia minh. Muyc dich chinh cua gido 1y Tiéu
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thira 1 su doan trir khoi tAm tri, moi tu tudng vé ¢4 nhan, hoic vé minh, hoic vé ching sanh khac hay
su vat khac. VA muén dat dén két qua nhu vy, can phai nghién ctru su vat theo bon phuong dién noi
dén trén. Nghién ctru moi sy vét theo phuong phép ndy, mot chung sanh trir diét nhimg mé lam cia
minh va thiy su vat mot cach chan that. Nhu vay goi 1a Sammaditthi (Chénh tri kién) hay Vijja (Minh
kién). Khi chimg dugc tri kién ndy méi duoc xem 12 giai thoat moi dau khé, tirc 12 Niét ban.

Pratityasamutpada hay ly Duyén khéi

Trong bdn su that ndy, su that thi hai va thir ba thudc vé 1y Duyén khoi. Muc dich chinh caa
cong thirc vé nhan duyén nay 13 dé xac nhéan su vat 1a vo thuong va tao su dau kho, va ngoai Niét ban
va hu khong, khong co sy vat gi ma khong bi nhan va duyén chi phbi. Cong thic 1y nhan duyén nay
dugc cac nha Tiéu thira dung dé néu rd moi phap hiru vi déu phai do nhan va duyén di truéc quyét dinh
va do vay chiing khong c6 mot thuc thé gi. Con cac nha Dai thira thoi ding ¢éng thirc nhan duyén nay
dé chimg minh rang thé gisi vi hién hiru mot cach twong dbi nén khong that c6, nhu nhimng sy vat trong
mét con mong. Cong thirc giai thich tanh cach kién tri, khdng thay dbi, tly thudc duyén nay
(idappaccayata=tht duy@n tanh) cua sy vét, do vay cong thirc ndy 1a mot chia khoa dwa dén chan Iy
vinh ctru. Khi no mét chung sanh chimg ngd trong doi séng ciia minh, sy that cta chan 1y ndy, vi dy
thiy duogc su that. Do 1y do trén, cac tdc pham Phat gido xem cong thirc ndy gidng voi dirc Phat va
chanh phap. Chinh cbng thirc nay tra 1oi van dé& doi song con nguoi va thé gidi, ma Ngai Xa loi Phat
rat dé tam dén va gidp tai liéu doi dao cho Ngai Long Tho 1am dé tai bién luan.

Nhiéu vi hoc gia d4 luan ban cong thirc ndy va d4 ¢ ging, tir cong thirc ndy, tim ly thuyét dic
Phat noi vé ngudn gdc cua chung sanh, va mot s6 hoc gia d4 néu rd su twong duong giita nhitng day
chuyén cua cong thire ndy véi 16 trinh nhon qua tiép tuc ctia Sb ludn. Diéu dang cha y 14 sy ¢b ging
nay dd xay ra trong thoi dai Ngai Buddhaghosa . Tuy vay, Ngai Buddhaghosa d& néu r6, Avijja (vo
minh), vong chuyén thtr nhat cta soi day chuyén, khong nén xem 12 gidng véi Pakati crakrti=Ty tanh)
cta So luan, vi vo minh khdng phai 1a khéng c6 nhan (akaranam), ciing khong phai 12 nguyén nhan thir
nhat (molakaranam) cua thé giéi. VO minh do cac asavas (lau hodc) 1am nhan. Ly do Ngai
Buddhaghosa néu ra dé vo minh thanh vong chuyén thr nhat 1a dic Phat ding v minh hay
"bhavatanha" (hiru 4i) dé bat dau giang nhitng vin dé ma ty tanh 1a v thuy vo chung vattakatha (luan
chuyén thuyét) hay anamatagga (v6 thiry). R6 rang tir 1oi Ngai Buddhaghosa giai thich, v6 minh khong
bit budc phai 12 vong chuyén dau tién cua sgi day chuyén nhan duyén, nhung vé minh 13 mot trong
nhitng danh tir ma tac gia cong thirc ndy xem la thuan tién dé bt dau soi day chuyén nay. Cong thirc
c6 thé bat dau bang bhavatanha (hitu 4i). Trong tdp Samyutta Nikaya (11, tr.101-3) cdng thirc bat dau
Vv6i ahara (d6 an) 1a vong chuyén déu tién.

Do véy, chung ta thdy Iy Duyén khoi khong giai thich nguon gbc thé gidi ma chi 1a mot soi day
chuyén nhimg thi du dé ching minh dinh luat Idappaccayata (thir duyén tanh) cia moi su vat. Nhimng
vi hoc gia ndo mong tim noi cong thirc ndy, chia khda dé tim ngudn goc thé gidi, phai bi that vong va
chi trich cong thirc ndy véi 16 trinh nhon qua tiép tuc ctia S6 luan. Pidu dang cha ¥ 14 sy ¢d ging nay
da xay ra trong thoi dai Ngai Buddhaghosa . Tuy vay, Ngai Buddhaghosa d& néu rd, Avijja (v minh),
vong chuyén thir nhat cia soi ddy chuyén, khong nén xem la giéng voi Pakati crakrti=Ty tanh) ciia S6
luan, vi vd minh khong phai 12 khdng c6 nhan (akaranam), ciing khong phai 1a nguyén nhan thir nhét
(mulakaranam) cua thé gidi. V6 minh do cac asavas (lau hodc) 1am nhan. Ly do Ngai Buddhaghosa
néu ra dé vo minh thanh vong chuyén tht nhét 1a dic Phat dung vo minh hay "bhavatanha" (hitu 4i) dé
bat dau giang nhimg van dé ma tu tanh 13 vO thiy vo chung vattakatha (Iudn chuyén thuyét) hay
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anamatagga (v thuy). R rang tir 101 Ngai Buddhaghosa giai thich, v6 minh khong bat budc phai 1a
vong chuyén déau tién cua soi ddy chuyén nhan duyén, nhung v6 minh 1a mét trong nhitng danh tir ma
tac gia cong thirc ndy xem la thudn tién dé bat dau soi day chuyén ndy. Cong thtrc c6 thé bat dau bang
bhavatanha (hiru ai). Trong tap Samyutta Nikaya (11, tr. 101-3) cong thirc bat dau voi ahara (46 an) 1a
vong chuyén dau tién.

Do véy, chung ta thdy Iy Duyén khoi khong giai thich nguon gbe thé giGi ma chi 1a mot soi day
chuyén nhimg thi du dé ching minh dinh luat Idappaccayata (thir duyén tanh) cia moi su vat. Nhimng
vi hoc gia ndo mong tim noi cong thirc ndy, chia khda dé tim ngudn goc thé gidi, phai bi that vong va
chi trich cong thirc nay 1a phi Iy va I6n xon. Téc gia cong thic ndy khong thé doan trude thi ty lién tuc
c4c dan chimg ciia minh sap dat co thé 1am ngudi ta hiéu 1am. Soi day chuyén nay ciing khong ¢ cha
dich chtrng minh lich trinh tién héa. Diém nay rét rd rang, nhd hai vong chuyén cubi cling, tirc 1 sanh
va l4o tir; vi sanh khéng thé 1a nhan cho 140 tir. O day, ¥ chinh mudn néu 1én 14 khi da c6 sanh tat nhién
c6 180 tir tiép theo. Tac gia cong thirc mudn ching ta 14y bat cir hai vong chuyén ndo va nhan thirc
dugc tanh idappaccayata hay tanh tuong ddi sy vat thé gian. Do d6, chung ta c6 thé néi Iy Duyén khoi
c6 12 vong chuyén nhu cac Thanh dé, 1a mot nguy@n tic téng quat hon 1a mot gido 1y dic biét cua Phat
gido, du rang chic chin nho cac vi Phat tir uy@n bac thoi xua ma cong thic nay duoc tuyén bd. Chung
ta khong thé biét dirc Phat da chiu trach nhiém nhiéu it nhu thé nao trong su lua chon cac vong chuyén,
nhung rat c¢6 thé nho con mit sau sic ctia Ngai ma sy hién hitu twong ddi ctia moi su vat & doi 1an dau
tién duoc thay 6.

Vi cac vong chuyén cong thire da dugc cac gido su 1a Vallee Poussin, Keith, Oldenberg giai
thich, chding ta chi trinh bay mét cach van tt.

Cong thirc dugc sip nhu sau: 1) Avijjapaccaya sankhard (VO minh duyén hanh); 2)
Sankharapaccya vinnanam (Hanh duyén thirc); 3) Vinnanapaccaya namartpam(Thuc duyén danh sic);
4) Namarupa paccaya salayatanam (Danh sic duyén luc nhap); 5) Salayatanapaccaya phasso (Luc nhap
duyén xuc); Phassapaccaya vedana (Xuc duyén tho); 7) Vedanapaccaya tanha (Tho duyén ai); 8)
Tanhapaccaya upadanam (Ai duyén tha); 9) Upadanapaccaya bhavo (Tha duyén hitu); 10)
Bhavapaccaya jati (Htru duyén sanh); 11) Jatipaccaya jaramaranam (Sanh duyén l&o tur).

Vong chuyén thir nhat, vé minh, thuong néi dén trang thai mé 4m cua tdm tri ngan can mot
ching sanh khéng c6 tri kién chon chanh vé sy vat & doi, nghia 13 hiéu 1am vat vo thuong 13 thuong,
dau khd 14 lac, khong c6 linh hon vinh ctru nhu 14 ¢6 linh hon v.v... Vong chuyén thir hai 12 Sankhara
(hanh) = cetana (tu) vé thién (punna), bat thién (apunna) va nhiing dic tanh khong thién khong ac
(anenja = vd ky). Hanh dugc vong chuyén thtr ba, vinnana (thtrc) tiép ndi nghia 1a nhitng nhan thirc
ngang qua sau can. Cau hitu voi vinnana khoi 18n bén uan (khandha) va tao thanh mét chung sanh
hoan toan (namartpa) trong thai. Khi thai 16n 1&n, danh sac can du 6 giac quan dé 1am viéc va céc giac
quan nay dén luot minh tao ra 6 xuc (phassa). Tanh cta xtc tao thanh tho twong duong (vedana) va tir
tho sanh 4i (tanhd). Ai dwa dén Upadana (thu) vé kama (duc), ditthi (ta kién nhu thuong kién, doan
kién v.v...), silabbata (gi¢i cAm thu nhu gosila (nguu gidi) va govata (nguu cidm) va attavada (nga
kién). Thu nay co thé dinh nghia nhu mdt tanha manh hon, tao thanh mét tham duc manh mé cho mot
ching sanh muén séng mot trong ba gidi trong tuong lai, va do vay, né tao cac nghiép ngang than,
miéng, y. TUy thudc theo nghiép (karma) ctia minh, ching sanh nay s& sanh vao trong nhiéu loai canh
gidi va cudi ciing bi gia va chét.
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Ly do khién cac nha Dai thira chip nhian Thanh dé va ly Duyén khéi trong gido 1y ciia
minh

Cac nha Dai thira rat tan thuong 1o day cong thirc nhan duyén nhung khong may chii tim vao y
nghia nhitng vong chuyén cong thirc, vi gido ly chinh cua nhimg vi ndy la Dharmasunyata (Phap
khéng) hay su khong hién hitu ctia moi vat thé gian. Ciing vay véi nhitng Thanh dé, cac vi ndy tan than
phuong phap phan tich ctia moi thé gian phap nhu bén Théanh dé d4 goi ¥, nhung theo quan diém Dai
thira, chung chi hién hiru gidng nhu sy vat trong con mong hay trong 4o canh. Nhu viy néu moi vat 1a
khéng that co, sy tim hiéu mot vat khong that c6 1a phi ly; do vay cac nha Dai thira phai trinh bay
nhitng 1y 1& khién ho chap nhan nhitng Thanh dé va ly Duyén khoi trong gido 1y ciia minh. Cho nén cac
Ngai Long Tho va Santideva, Ngai Vo Trudc va Thé Than, d4 ching minh mot cach hing hon va xac
dang nhimg 1y do khién cac Ngai st nhap cong thirc 12 Nhan duyén va Thanh dé vao trong gi4o 1y cua
cac Ngai.

Ngai Long The tém lwge vi tri cac nha Tiéu thira

Nagarjuna c6 dé cap cac Thanh dé mot cach gian tiép trong khi ban luan dén 1y Duyén khoi,
Nghiép bao, Linh hon (atman) v.v... vd mot cach dai giong trong khi ban dén cac Thanh dé (M-vr,
chuong I, xvii, xxiv). Trudc hét Ngai tom tit Iy luan cta ddi phuong nhu sau: "Néu moi vat khong
thuc c6 (stinya), thoi khong thé dé cap van dé sanh diét mot su vét gi - ¢ ddy 1a van dé Dukkha (khd).
Nam uan hop thanh mét chiing sanh hién hitu nhd cc nhan va duyén di trude, goi 1a Dukkha (khd), vi
ching tao ra dau kho, vi chiu sy thay doi. Chi c¢6 c4c bac Thanh (tc cac vi A-la-han) méi chimg ngd
nim udn 12 nguon goc cua khd dau, chir khong phai nguoi phdm. Vi nhimg ngudi ndy bi bén su dién
dao (viparyasas) chi phéi, tirc 1a xem vat bat tinh 1a tinh, vo thuong 1a thuong, dau khé 12 lac, vo ngi la
ngd. Ngudi pham nhu nhitng ngudi bénh, xem vat ngot nhu ddng. Mot vi chua 1a A-la-han khong biét
nim thu uan 13 ngudn kho. Vi vay céc sy that nay duoc goi 1 Thanh dé, nghia 1a sy that chi co béc
Thanh méi hiéu. Néu moi vat 1a Stnya, thoi khong thé c6 Thanh dé thir nhét 12 Dukkha, va tiép dén
khéng c6 Samudaya (T4p), Nirodha (Diét), hay Marga (Pao). Néu 4 Thanh dé khong c6, thoi khong
thé c6 Chanh tri kién, tinh tin, chimg ngd bon Thanh qua hay nhimg vi huéng Thanh qua, Tang gia,
Dharma, cho dén khong c6 Phat. Sy chip nhén 1y Sunyata di nguoc 121 sy hién hitu ctia ba Ratna (Bao)
va sy that cua tat ca thién ac."

Ly luin ciia Ngai Long Tho chéng véi nhirng chi trich trén

Ngai Nagarjuna thuong hai déi phuong ctuia minh da khong nim dugc ¥ nghia cua Sunyata hay
muc dich caa thuyét Stunyata va dd c6 nhilng tuong tuong sai 1am. Ngai néi, muc dich day gido 1y
Sunyata 13 dé diét tan tat ca prapanca (vong tudng), nghia 12 xem nhit tanh thanh da tanh. Quan diém
d6i phuong xem chimg ngd moksa(giai thoat) nhd doan diét cac nghiép (karma) va phién ndo (kllsa),
2 sai 1am. Mot su kién duoc moi nguoi biét 1a nguoi pham khong hét duge thuc tanh sy vat. Ching
tao thanh rupa (sic) v.v... khién tham, san, si, hién hiru. Tir 101 tuyén bd ndy va ciing tir cac sutras (kinh
dién), sankalpa (vong tudng) 18 rang 1a ngudn gdc cua ching, va do vay karma va klesa chi 1a két qua
nhitng vong tudng va khong that co. Chung phat sanh do prapanca (vong tuéng) chi phdi manh tim
thirc cua mot pham phu. Nguoi nay tir vo thiy d& quen vaéi nhitng hanh dong va su vat sai biét nhu 1oi
va 13, lac va khd, hanh dong va nguoi hanh dong, sy biét va ngudi biét, v.v... Tt ca vong tudng thé
gian nay sé dung nghi khi chimg ngd khong tanh cia sy vat ma thuong dugc xem la that c6. Nhu mot
ngudi khong thé co vong tudng ndo (prapanca) vé "sic dep cd con gai cia mot ngudi dan ba khéng thé
sanh dé" va nho vay khong théu dét mang ludi tudng tuong (kalpand = ké dac) xung quanh ngudi con
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gai 4y. Ciing vy, mot vi Dai thira khong cOn mét tAm v6i quan niém "ngd" va "ngd s6", nhimng cin ré
cua satkayadrsti (than kién), ciing nhu khong mét tri vé mot nguyén nhan ngudn gdc cac phién néo.
Néu mot ngudi hiéu cac klesa (phién ndo) khéng phat sanh, ngudi Ay sé khong co ¥ tudng gi Vé thién
hay &c nghiép va ludn ca vé sanh, gia, binh va chét. Do vay, nhitng vi tu hanh an tri trong stnyata
khong chap nhan mot uan, gidi, x{ v.v... that ¢ ndo, va do vy nhiing vi nay khéng c6 papanca (hy
luan), vikalpa (vong tudng), satkayadrsti (than kién), klesa, karma hay mrtyu (chét). Nhu vay, ngd
dugc 1y Sunyata s& hoan toan doan diét tat ca luan va do vdy chimg ngd Sunyata va ching ngd Niét
ban dugc xem la mot (M. Vr; tr.350-1).

Sunyata khong phai la nasstitva (doan di€t) ciing khong phai la abhava

Sau khi ban muc dich thuyét phap vé suinyatd, Nagarjuna lién giai thich sinyata bang cach néu
rd cac dac tuong (laksana) nhu sau:

1) Sunyata la aparapratyaya (nghia 1a khong thé ngudi ndy day ngudi khac). Su that chi co thé
tu minh chimg ngd ndi tam (pratyatmavedya), khdng thé nghe mot vi Thanh giang day ma hiéu duoc.
Vi ndy chi c6 thé néi vé su that nhd nhitg samaropa.

2) Sunyata 1a santa (an tinh), dic tanh 1 ling diu, khong bi sanh diét chi phdi.

3) Sunyata la prapancairaprapancitam (nghia 1a khong thé nghi nghi). Chit prapanca du nghia 1a
l5i n6i (vak). Khdng thé dung 1oi dé ta Sunyata.

4) Stinyata la nivirkalpa (khong thé giai ngo, khong thé quan niém). Vikalpa 12 quan niém, vong
tuong. Nhu vay, Sunyata vuot ngoai vong tuong.

5) Sunyata la ananartha, nghia 14 khéng cé nhiéu nghia khac nhau.

Nhu vy, Ngai néu rd, Sunyata khdng ¢ nghia 1a nastika (doan diét) hay abhava (khiém dién
mot cai gi) nhu Tiéu thira hiéu lam. Ngai tiép tuc giai thich Sunyata bang cach so sanh twong duong
véi Prati tyasamutpada (duyén khaoi). Ngai noi:

Yah pratityasamutapadah sunyatam tam pracak smahe.
Sa prajnaptir upadaya pratipat satva madhyama.
(Chlng t6i noi Duyén khéi 1a Sunyata. Chinh trong nghia nay, con duong la trung dao).

Moi hién tuong ngoai gi6i co hién hitu twong d6i, nhu ciy con va hot gidng, cac thic v.v... tly
thudc theo nhan va duyén; do vay, Ngai Nagarjuna ndi su vat vi chi c6 mot doi séng twong ddi, that su
bit sanh va chinh vi tdnh bAt sanh ndy la sinyatd. Do viy, trong kinh Anavataptahrada
pasankramanasutra (M. Vr. Tr.239) bac Pao su tuyén bd, sy vat gi hién hitu do nhan va duyén (nghia
la mot cach twong ddi), thoi that sy bat sanh; su vat Ay khong thé that sy sanh dugc; va sy vat gi bi
nhan duyén chi phdi 1a stinya. Loi tuyén bd trong tap Lankavatara va cac chd khac, xem tit ca Dharma
12 stinya, tirc noi dén tanh bat sanh that su cua sy vat. Chinh trong nghia ndy, quan niém sunyata duoc
dé cap. Vi vay slnyata, véi tanh bat sanh, duogc xem that 13 trung dao. Cai gi that bt sanh khong thé
xem c0 sanh hay cé diét, nén sunyata that sy khong sanh, khong diét, va nhu vay la con duong trung
dao, con duong tranh xa hai cuc doan.

Chung ta c6 thé xem van dé nay dudi mot hinh thire khac. Khong co gi khong nhan duyén ma
sanh va do vay khéng c6 gi duoc goi 1a asunya (khong twong dbi). Trong tip Sataka va vai chd khac,
c6 ndi khdng ¢ vat gi khong nhan duyén ma tao ra, hay néi mot cach khac, khong c6 gi vinh ctru. Chi
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c6 ngudi ngu moi quan niém thudng con, v.v... vé akasa (hu khong). Nguoi sang sudt biét moi su vat
bi nhan duy#n chi phdi va khong roi vao su si mé ciia mot trong hai cuc doan. Néu ching ta chip nhan,
nhu mot s6 Tiéu thira chu truong, rang sy vat (nghia 12 cac phép tac thanh mot chung sanh) 1a khdng
do nhan duyén chi phdi, thdi bén Thanh dé bi phu nhan, vi 1am sao cd sy that thir nhat, Kho dé, néu su
vat hién hitu khong do nhan duyén (apratitya).

Giao phap dtrc Phat dugc day theo hai cach. Nagarjuna, nhu vay xac nhan sunyata khong phai
nastika (doan diét), cling khong phai abhava (khong hién hiru), ma la mét chit c6 y nghia sy hién hiru
turong d6i cua sy vat. Ngai noi rang cac nha Tiéu thira qua chu trong nghién ciru kinh dién, d4 hiéu 1am
y nghia chit sinyatd ma khong hiéu duc Phat giang day chanh phép theo hai cach, tuc dé va chan dé
hay kinh nghiém va siéu kinh nghiém.Ngai Nagarjuna d& noi nhu sau:

Dve satye samupasritya buddhanam dharmade sana, Lokasamvrtisatyam ca satyam ca
paramarthatah (M.Vr; tr.492).

(Loi day cua dirc Phat dua trén hai sy that, su that theo tuc dén va sy that theo chan dé).
Samvrti (Tuc dé)

Nagarjuna ciing nhu Santideva néi riang cac chit thuong dung nhu skandha (uan), atman (linh
hon), loka (thé gian) v.v... bi bao trim (samvrta) tat ca cac phia nén goi 12 Tyc. Danh tir Samvrti ¢6 ba
nghia sai bi¢t nhu sau:

1) Samvrti gidng nhu vo minh, vi bao trim hoan toan su that, hay néi mot cach khac, no dong
nhét voi avidya (vO minh). Giai thich diém nay, Prajnakaramati, nha chu thich tap Bodhicariyavatara,
noi rang vo minh chong mot hinh thirc 18n trén mot vat khong that co va nhu vay tao thanh mét chudng
ngai cho mot quan niém ding dan vé chan 1y. Dé tng ho 161 tuyén bd cta minh, Ngai trich mot cau ké
tir kinh Salistambasu tra, bai ké néi rang vo minh khong gi khac la su khong chimg dat (apratipatti) su
that, va su tin nhiing gi gia doi.

2) Samvrti bao ham nghia mét vat phai tly thudc mot vat khac dé hién hitu, nghia 12 bi nhan
duyén chi phéi, vi mot sy vat that su ty minh hién hitu thoi khéng can sanh diét hay bat ky su thay ddi
gi; Vi vy pham su vat bi nhan duyén chi phéi 1a samvrta.

3) Samvrti n6i dén nhitng dau hiéu hay danh tir thuong ding ¢ doi, nghia 13 dugc sé dong chap
nhan va dya trén cam tho truc tiép. Santideva mudn néu rd sic, thanh,v.v... khong duoc xem 14 that co,
vi duoc cam tho tric tiép mot cach gidng nhau béi tt ca moi ngudi. Su hién hitu cia ching duoc xac
nhan béi nhitng bang chimg va nhitng bang chimg nay chi co gia tri trong pham vi tuc dé chtr khong
phai trong pham vi chan dé. Néu nhiing gi gidc quan cam tho 1a dung su that, thoi mot nguoi ngu biét
duogc su that va khdng can phai tinh tin dé chimg ngd su that. Dé tng ho 161 tuy@n bd cta minh, Ngai
ké vi du than ciia mot ngudi dan ba, di cho that bat tinh theo nghia cao nhit ctia né, van dugc xem 1
thanh tinh d6i v6i mot nguoi bi tham 4i lam say ddm; do vay, mot su kién khong thé duge thiét 1ap chi
do kinh nghi¢m ma thoi.

Ngudi ta ¢6 thé cdi, 1a nhitng danh tir nhu dhatu (giéi), ayatana (X&) v.v... duge tim thiy trong
kinh dién, chung that co. Va lai, néu ching khong that co, thoi bac Pao su dang 1€ khong noéi dén
chung 1a vo thudng, bi bién hoai v.v... Santideva giai thich rang bac Pao su dung nhitng danh tir ay
nhu nhimg phuong tién dé dit din lodi nguoi dang con chap ning sy vat 1a that co dén quan niém
stinyata, nghia 1a sy vat khong that co. Tat ca nhiing gi dtirc Phat ndi vé uan, xa, gidi v.v... hay su vo
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thudng cua chung 14 ndi vé tuc dé, chir khong phai chan dé, do vay su hién hitu cia cac dhatu va
ayatana that sy khong duogc thanh lap. Néu chung ta chdp nhan moi su vét kinh nghiém duogc 1a khéng
that co, thoi chiing ta noi thé ndo vé sy kinh nghiém tanh ksanikatva (sat-na-tanh), vé pudgala (ngd) ma
nhiing vi tu hanh da tu chimg dugc nho quan tudng pudgalanairatmya (nhan khong)? Santideva tra 1o1
rat gian di. Ngai no6i, cho dén kinh nghiém cua cac vi tu hanh ciing khong vuot trén samvrti, vi samvrti
bao trim tat ca nhitng gi nam trong pham vi cua buddhi (tri giac ngd) ma chon 1y vuot ngoadi pham vi
nay. Kinh nghiém cta vi tu hanh (yogi) ring than ctia ngudi dan ba 12 bat tinh phan trai lai kinh
nghiém ctia mot ngudi thuong xem than 4y 1a thanh tinh. Nhu vay chimg minh rang uy quyén cta kinh
dién khong xac nhan dugc sy that caa skandha, dhatu, dyatana v.v...

HAI LOAI TUC BE

Nhitng diéu vira néi trén thudc vé loka-samvrti (thé gian tuc dé), nghia 1a nhitng su that chi c6
gia tri trong thé gidi tuc 16 ma mot s6 dong da chap nhan. Tuy vay lai con 6 mot su that khac can phai
phan biét, d6 14 Alokasamvrti, nhitng su that khéng duoc sé dong chap nhan. Nhitng kinh nghiém cua
moét ngudi c6 mit dau yéu hay c6 sy hu hong cia mét giac quan nao 1a dic biét cho nguoi iy chu
khong phai dung cho tat ca. Nhimng kinh nghiém 4y can phai goi 1a Alokasamvrti (tuc dé) nhung khong
chung cho tt ca.

Santideva goi hai loai Tuc dé ay 1a Tathyasamvrti va Mithyasmavrti, va phan biét ching nhu
sau; (Bodhic; tr.353): Tathyasamvrti néi dén su vat phat sanh tr mot nguyén nhan (kincit
pratityajatam) va dugc cam tho, nhdn thirc gidng nhau boi nhitng ngudi cd gidc quan 1anh manh, vi
nhu mau xanh v.v... Mithyasamvrti n6i dén nhimng su vat va nhimng 10i tuyén b chi cho nhiing c4 nhan
chap nhan, cht khong phai tit ca, di cho ching do nhan duyén sanh khoi. Ching giéng nhu sy vat
cam tho boi nhitng nguoi co giac quan bi dau yéu tat nguyén.

Paramarthasatya (Chon dé)

Su that cua nhitng bac thanh, nhiing vi da théiy su vat mot cach chan that, rat khac véi hai su
that tuc dén vira dé cip dén. Nagarjuna noi riang sy that ndy, Paramarthasatya gidng voi Niét ban,
khéng chap nhan mot sy sai khac ndo giira cha thé va dbi trong. Su that ndy bat sanh, bat diét, va nhu
vay khong phai 1a mot dbi tugng dé tam tri chap thu. Loi noi khong thé dién ta duoc va tri thire khong
thé biét dugc. Do vy su that cao nhat khong thé dién ta va chi c6 thé ty chimg ngd ndi tim. Su that
nay khong thé thanh mét van dé dé giang day va do vay khong thé day cho mot nguoi khac. Santideva
giai thich su that nay (tattva hay paramarthasatya) la vuot ngoai pham vi ctia buddhi (tri thirc), va cai
gi trong pham vi buddhi thi thudc tuc dé. Theo Ngai, su that ching dat dugc nhd doan trir moi sy vét
lam chuéng ngai cho tri tué nhu Vasana (tap khi), anusandhi (két tap), va klesa (phién ndo) do biét
dugc thyc tanh cta sy vat. Cho nén s that ndy gidng v6i su khong hién hitu cua tat ca cic phap va nhu
vay duoc xem la ddng nghia v6i sunyata (chon khong), tathata (nhu chon), bhutakoti (chan dé) va
dharmadhatub (phéap gidi).

Moi s vat do nhan duy@n chi phéi, su that khong that c6, vi moi vat thay doi theo thoi gian,
con mot su vat that co khong thé nao bi thay doi; ciing khong thé gan cho su vat that ¢ nay c6 dén va
c6 di. Sy vat ma ching ta tudng 14 that co ciing gidng nhu mot 4o twong hay mot tiéng vong am, vi
ching sanh, vi nhan duyén va sé diét khi nhan duyén khéng con nira. Do vay, su that khong c6 sanh do
nhan va duyén, vi sanh khai that s khong tly thuoc mot ai va khdng bi mot ai chi phdi. Moi sy vat
khoi 18n do mét vai nhan va duyén di trude; do vay ching that sy khong that ¢6. Nhu vay, sao mot su
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vat c¢6 hién hitu lai mong c6 thé khoi 1én tir noi ching? Lam sao ai c6 thé xac nhin nhimng su vat ao
tuong, do nhan duyén sanh, s& di dau va tir dau dén. V& truong hop nay, Santideva da chd thich véi
nhiéu chi tiét mot cau ké c6 danh tiéng ctiia Nagarjuna:

na svato napi parato na dvabhyam napyahetulah.
Utpanna jatu vidyante bhavah kvacana kecana (Bodhic; tr.357; M.Vr; tr.12)

(Khdng ¢ dau va khong bao gio mdt su vat that co6 lai phat sanh tu minh, tu nguoi khac, tu ca
hai hay khéng co nhéan nao).

Muc dich cua Santideva va cac tac gia Dai thira khac 13 dé xac nhan rang theo chan dé, sy vat ¢
doi nay khong co doi séng that sy ndo khac hon nhitng 4o anh do mét 4o thuat gia tao ra. Trong khi
ngudi thudng dan xem hinh anh va diéu bo cua nhitng nguoi gia tao y 14 that co, con nha ao thuat thi
khong c6 mot chat ban tim vé gia tri thyc tai cia chung. Ciing vay trong doi ndy, nhiing ngudi
viparyatas (nhitng nguoi ma nhén quan vi mo am hay bi 1éch lac) s€ chay theo hay dét tu tudng cua
minh xung quanh nhiing hién tuong sai khac, con nguoi tu hanh d3 biét chon dé, khong dé y gi dén
chlng. Tém lai, chan dé khong gi khac hon 1a su chimg ngd tanh chit mong tudng va vong am cua
Tuc dé.

Néu tanh Chéan dé 1a bat kha tu nghi va Tuc dé 1a khéng thuc c¢6 nhu 40 mong hay vong dm, nhur
Nagarjuna va Santideva da khuyén, thdi mot nha Tiéu thira c6 thé hoi vay can gi phai thuyét giang
nhitng dé tai nhu uan, suc, gidi, duyén khoi v.v.... chi thudc Tuc dé chir khong phai Chan dé. Cau tra
|61 nhu sau:

Vyavaharam anasritya paramartho na désyate paramartham anagamya nirvanam nadhigamyate
(M.Vr; tr.404; Bhdhic, tr.365)

(Chan dé khong thé giang day néu khong dung dén Tuc dé, va Niét ban khdng thé ching dat
néu khong chimg duoc Chén dé).

NOi mot cach khac, Chan dé khong thé dua thang cho mét tm tri nhan hiéu dugc, néu tim tri
ay khong vuot khoi sy phan biét thong thudng gitta chu thé va di tuong, gitra ngudi biét va su biét.
Do vay Chéan dé can phai dugc giang day nhd Tuc dé; va chi c¢6 cach day nhu vy méi mong vuot khoi
nhitng giéi han thé gian va chimg dat Niét ban. Chinh vi Iy do ndy ma cac nha Dai thira khong thé
khong dung nhiing van dé Tuc dé nhu gidi, uan xir, Thanh dé, Duyén khoi: ching gidng nhu nhimng
binh nuéc d6i véi ngudi tim nude.

Ly do thir hai khién cac nha Dai thira khong tir bé nhitng van dé Tuc dé 1a Chan dé khong thé
giang day cho nguoi khac bdi hinh tuéng hay hinh dung tr, nhung van phai giang day. Do vay,
phuong tién doc nhét phai dung I sy phii nhan cac vin dé Tuc dé. Vi Chan dé 1a agocara (ra ngoai su
nhan thirc ctia buddhi, hiéu biét), avisaya (ra ngodi giéi virc cta kién thirc), sarvaprapancavinirmukta
(ra ngoai kha ning dién ta voi cac chi tiét). Kalpanasamatikranta (vuot ngodi moi hinh thirc c6 thé
tudng tugng, nhu hién hiru hay khong hién hitu, chon that hay khong chon that, lac hay khong lac,
thanh tinh hay bat tinh v.v...): con dudng doc nhat dé giai thich Chan dé cho moi ngudi 1a dung nhimg
danh tir va nhitng thi du thong thudong. Mot nguoi véi con mét bénh hoan thdy mot bén toc. Mot nguoi
khéc c6 mét 1anh manh sta lai sy thiy sai 1dm cta ngudi c6 bénh dau mét 13 that c6 mot bén toc.
Ngudi ¢6 mat 1anh manh, véi sy phit nhan iy khong c6 tir chdi gi hay xac nhan gi. Ciing vay, nguoi
v6i nhdn quan chon chanh bi vé minh 1am cho mé mo tuéng 1am c6 sy hién hitu cua uan, x, gidi v.v...
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ma that sy 12 nhimg hién tuong khong that co. Cac dirc Phat nhu nhitng nguoi c6 cip mat 1anh manh
biét nhu vay, khong thé khong néi rang su that khong ¢ uan, xt, gidi. Nhung khi néi vy, cac Ngai
khong pha nhan hay khong chap nhan sy hién hitu ciia chung. Do viy dé nhat nghia dé khong thé
giang day néu khong nho dén Tuc dé.

Anaksarasya dharmasya srutih ka desana ca ka,
Sruyate desyate carthah samaropad anksarah (Bodhic, tr.365).

"Lam sao co thé nghe va giang phap khong thé néi dugc, chi cé cach dem ¥ tudng gan 18n trén
su that khong thé nghi nghi ma sy that méi co thé giang hay nghe".

Néu c6 thé xac nhan sy vat thé gian that su khong that co, thoi Chon dé co thé duoc xem nhu 12
doan diét. Nagarjuna d4 b4o nguy truéc quan diém ndy, ndi rang stnyata khdng thé dugc xem 1a dong
nhat voi su diét tin ciia mot sy vat da co tir trude. Van dé diét tan hay doan diét khong khai 18n, vi sy
hién hiru ctia mot sy vat co trude khong duoc chip nhan. Ciing khong thé xem Chan dé 14 that su hién
hitu, vi phai dung dén nhimng gia danh, nhiing y tudng gan 1én trén. Nhiing ai khong nhan chan dugc sy
sai biét that sy cta hai su that ndy S& roi vio mot trong hai sy mé lam, hodc xem Stnyata nhu sy khong
hién hiru cac samskara (hanh) hay tudng tuong su hién hiru cia mét sy vat, nhu 1a can ban cta
Sunyata, ca hai déu 1a ta kién, va nhimg ai c6 kién thirc thién can s& hiéu 1am Sunyata theo mot trong
hai ta kién ay. Sy that sy sai biét hét sirc té nhi dén ndi duc Phat d4 ngan ngai khong mudn thuyét
giang chan 1y ngay tir ban dau.

Céc nha Tiéu thira 1am Sunyata 14 Abhava

Trong khi két thuc 1y luan cta minh, Nagarjuna néi rang cac nha Tiéu thira, khi chdp nhan su
hién hiru cia mot vat va gan ¥ nghia Abhava cho Sunyata, dé roi vao sai 1am va khdng hiéu duoc 1ap
truong ctia Pai thira. Quan diém cua Dai thira vé SUnyata, nghia 1a tat ca su vat khong that c6, dugc ap
dung dung din cho tit ca cac phap va cac 1o tuyén bé; chi khi ndo Sunyata duoc xem xét dudi anh
sang nhu vAy ngudi ta moi thdy duge su hop 1y cua cong thirc Duyén khoi va bon sy that. Cac Thanh
qua, Sangha, Dharma, Buddha, thé gian phap va xuat thé gian phap, ac nghiép va thién nghiép, thuan
duyén hay nghich duy@n, va c4c vin dé udc 1¢ khac. Nagarjuna, sau khi tuyén bé thai d6 ctia minh, chi
trich cac nha Tiéu thira d4 khong thé hiéu y nghia ctia Iy Duyén khoi. Ngai néi, nhu ngudi cudi ngua
khi cudi c6 thé quén con ngua ciia minh va ming ngudi khac d4 danh cip con ngya y. Ciing vy céac
nha Tiéu thira, véi tim tri hon loan, khong nhan thirc dugce Sinyata 1a chan nghia va dic tanh cua Iy
Duyén khoi, con tro lai cong kich cac nha Dai thira, cac nha khong ton da hiéu 1am Sunyata.

Thai dd ciia Tiéu thira ddi véi Thanh dé va ly Duyén khéi 1a khong thé chip nhén

R6i Nagariuna lién cong kich thai d6 ctia ddi phuwong. Ngai néi nhitng ai chap nhéan cac phap vo
vi 1a that c6, khong c6 1y do gi dé ung ho Thanh dé va Iy Duyén khai.

Chiing ta nén nhd, cac nha Tiéu thira chi 4p dung 1y Duy@n khoi cho cac phap hitu vi ma théi.
Nagarjuna cé gang néu rd thai do vo 1y cua cac nha Tiéu thira. Ngai ndi ly Duyén khai can phai duoc
4p dung trong moi truong hop, va khong cd su vat gi trong thé gian dugc dic Phat xem 14 vuot ngoai
pham vi cua dinh luat ndy. Ngai cii, néu su vat ty nd hién hiru, s& khong bi Iy nhan duyén chi phéi, va
néu nhu vy thoi khong can phai c6 nhan c6 duyén, c6 nguoi 1am va c6 sy 1am. Tom lai 1y thuyét Tiéu
thira phan lai c6 thuyét sanh diét va cac Thanh qua. Do vy, thai d6 cac nha Tiéu thira xem sy vt tu
hién hitu khong thé chip nhan. Thai d6 ndy ciing phan lai 16i day cua dtc Phat da duoc tuyén b nhiéu
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lan: "Apratityasamutpanno dharmah kascim na vidyata" (khdng bao gior co thé c6 mét sy vat gi phat
sanh ma khong c6 nhan duyén). Loi tuyén bd ndy cua dic Phat, trai lai, phU hop véi dinh nghia
Sunyata theo Pai thtra:

Néu moi vat c6 hién hiru (aslinya) va néu chiing sanh khong nhan va duyén, thoi sé khong cé su
vat gl vo thudng, va do vay khong c6 dau khé.

Lai nita, néu Dukkha duoc xem nhu mét sy vat hién hitu, thd cac sy that vé Samudaya, nirodha
va marga tro thanh vo nghia. Ngai Nagarjuna, nhu vy tra diia cac nha Tiéu thira bang nhing 1y luan
Tiéu thira.

V& parijnana (bién tri) cua Tiéu thira, Ngai Nagarjuna cho rang that 1a vd Iy néu chip nhan
Dukkha 4 ty hién hitu, trude kia khong duoc biét sau méi dugc biét, vi su vat da hién hiru s& & luon
trong mét tinh trang (svabhavah samavasthitah), khong thay d6i. Néu mét sy vat hién hitu khong bi
thay ddi thoi khong thé chép nhan Dukkha trudc kia khong dugc biét, vé sau mai duge biét. Do do, sé
khéng c6 Dukkha - parijnana (biét kho) va prahana (doan), saksatkharana (ching) va bhavana (tu) déu
tro thanh vo nghia.

That 12 vo Iy néu trude day xem kho, tr tanh khong thé biét ma nay lai tu cho 12 biét kho, ciing
vay, that 1a sai 1am néu chip c6 sy hién hitu ctia Dy luu qua, mot qua trude khong hién hitu, sau méi
hién hiru. Cac Thanh qua khac cling vay. Ly ludn nay - su vat gi tu tanh khong ching dat dugc sé
khéng ching dat vé sau - duoc dem ap dung dé néu rd khdng cé ai hudng cac Thanh qua, va vi vay
khéng c6 Sangha. Néu khong c6 Thanh dé, s& khong c6 Dharma; néu ca Sangha va Dharma déu khong
c0, thoi s& khong c6 dic Phat. Néu chap nhan dirc Phat va Bodhi (B6 dé) tu c6, nhu vy mdt vat tu O,
khéng lién hé gi vai vat khac. Néu Phat tanh duoc xem nhu 13 d4 ¢6, thoi mot ngudi, tu tanh 12 khdng
phai Phat, s& khong bao gid chirng B d¢, di ¢d hét strc thuc hanh cac hanh Ba-la-mat, vi mot vi khong
phai Buddha khéng c6 thé thay dbi duoc.

Dai thira dinh nghia Thanh dé

Lap luén cua Ngai Nagarjuna 13, néu mot sy vat tu hién hitu, thoi that 12 ngu xuan néu noi né bi
tao ra, c6 mdt nguoi sang tao ra nd v.v.... Ciing nhu khong ai n6i mé toang hu khong ra, vi hu khong
t n6 bao gid ciing rong md. Ciing vy, khong nén n6i mot vat da ty hién hitu lai c6 thé dugc 1am ra
hay duogc chimg ngd. Su that, 1y thuyét Duyén khoi phai dugc chap nhan, néu khong thoi nhitng danh
tir thong thuong hang ngay nhu di, lam, niu in, doc v.v... trd thanh vo nghia. Néu thé gidi dugc xem 1a
tu hién hiru, thé giéi s& khong sanh khong diét, khong thay doi vi tu hién hitu 1a khong thay d6i. Thé
gidi, theo cac nha Astinyavada (cac nha Thuc té, chdng voi khong ton) s& khong c6 lién quan gi véi ly
Nhan duyén va vuot ngodi kha ning bién d6i. Néu thé giéi 1a nhu vy, nhu kinh
Pitaputrasamagamasutra dé noi, s& khong duoc dirc Phat dé cip, va bac Pao su cing véi tat ca dé tir s&
di dén chd ay, nhu kinh Hastikahsyasutra da noi.

Ngai Nagarjuna két luan, ai chimg nhan duoc 1y Duyén khdi, c6 thé biét Tt dé mot cach chan
chéanh va trich mot doan trong tdp Manjusripariprecha néi quan diém Dai thira vé T dé. Cau Ay nhu
Sau.

Ai chimg dugc moi phap 12 bat sanh, hiéu duoc khé dé; Ai ching dugc moi phap 1a khong hién
hitu, doan dugc gbe cua Khod dé (Samudaya); Ai chimg duoc moi phap 1a doan diét (parinirvrta), hiéu
dugc su that vé nirodha (diét), va ai hiéu dugc nhitng phuong tién nhd d6 biét duge sy khong hién hitu
ctia moi vat, dugc xem la da thuc hanh con duong (marga).
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Doan nay duogc ban rong nhu sau trong kinh Dhyayitamusti- sutra:

Khong thé hiéu Tar dé mot cach ding dan, vi bi bon viparyasas (dién dao) chi phdi, cac loai hitu
tinh khong vuot ra ngodi thé giéi luan héi. Chung ty tao mot atmya (ngd so) va do vdy co cac
Karmabhisamskara (hanh nghiép). Khong biét duoc moi vat 1a doan diét (pari-nirvrta), chiing tudng
tuong su hién hiru ctia chinh minh va ngudi khac, va qué chip thu dén ndi tré thanh tham lam, say ddm
va cudi cing si mé. Nay ching tao cac hanh dong vé than, khau, y, va sau khi chong chat quan niém
hién hitu 18n trén nhimg su vat khong hién hiru, chung nghi chung bi chi phéi boi tham, say dim va si
mé. Dé doan trir cac phién ndo nay, chlng tim hiéu gido 1y dirc Phat, giit gin gidi luat, hy vong vuot
ngoai thé gidi ndy va chung Niét ban. Chlng nghi c¢6 phap thién, c6 phap bat thién, co phap can phai
doan trir, c6 phap phai chimg dic Kho dé can phai biét, tdp dé can phai doan, diét dé can phai ching,
dao dé can phai tu tap.

Ching ciing tudng tuong cac phap hitu vi 1a vo thudng va ¢b ging vuot khoi ching. Nhu vay
chung dat dén mot trang thai tAm linh day nhirng chan ghét (hay khinh bi) d6i voi nhitng phap hiru vi,
tdm trang chan ghét iy c6 amimitta (v6 tuéng) 1am tién duyén. Ching nghi rang nhu vdy chung da biét
khd dé, nghia 1a tanh vo thudng cac phap hitu vi, so hdi chliing va tranh xa nhiing nguyén nhan tac
thanh cac phép dy. Sau khi tudng tugng mot sé phap 1a nguyén nhan (Tap) cua khd, chung tudng
tuong khd diét va quyét dinh thyc hanh con dudng (Pao) dé dat duoc quadiét. Chung di dén mot chd
thanh ving véi mot tdm tri day chan ghét va ching duoc samatha (chi). TAm tri ctia chiung ndy khong
con bi su vat & doi chi phdi va ching nghi, ching d& 1am moi sy can phai 1am, ching giai thoat khoi
moi kho dau va thanh vi A-la-han. Nhung sau khi chét, chung ty thdy chung tai sanh giita chu thién va
tam tri ching phét sanh nghi ngd d6i voi dirc Phat va sy giac ngod cua Ngai. Khi ching chét nira, ching
phai sanh vao dia nguc vi da nghi ngd su hién hiru ciia Nhu Lai, sau khi d4 ¢6 nhimng ta kién vé cac bat
sanh phap. Do vay T{r dé can phai duoc xem dudi anh sang ctia kinh Manjusristtra, nhu da néu Ién tir
trudec.

Tap Prajnaparamita vé cac Thanh dé

Quan diém moi vé Thanh dé ciia hoc phai Nagarjuna duoc tim thiy trong tip Prajnaparamita,
lién hé véi su cd gang giai thich quan niém vé stinyatd. Tap Pancavimsati-sahasrika-Prajnaparami ta
(Bét nha nhi van ngii thién tung) dinh nghia cac Thanh dé nhu sau:

"Thé ndo 1a Dukkhasatyavavada? Mot vi Bo-tat, khi thuc hanh Bat nha Ba-la-mat, phai khong
tu xem minh 1a nam giir hay khong nim giir mot uan nio trong nam uan, hay bat ky giac quan nao hay
cac ayatana hay bat ctr thuc nao khoi 18n do su xic cham giita cin va tran, hay mot trong T dé ndo,
hay 12 vong chuyén trong soi day chuyén duyén khoi, 18 loai Stnyata v.v... Vi ndy khong xem vat gi,
nhu rupa (sic), vedana (tho) v.v..., nhu c6 lién hé hay khong lién hé.

Theo tap Prajnaparamita, nhu vay goi 1a thuyét phap vé su that thir nhat, khd dé. Y tuéng tiém
tang 13, néu mot vi Bo-tat nghi rang minh c6 lién hé hay khong 1ién hé voi mét sy vat gi, su vat ndy
theo tap Prajnaparamita 1a khdng that c6 hay chi c6 mot doi séng tuc dé, thi vi Bo-tat Ay bi dau kho chi
phdi, cho dén vi Bo-tat xem minh nhu da chimg cac Thanh dé, hay Duyén khoi, hay Sunyata, vi 4y s&
bi dau kho chi phéi, du rang, theo cac nha Tiéu thira, vi Bo-tat 4y chimg duoc lac tho (sukha) hay Niét
ban.

Thé ndo 1a Samudayasatyavavada? Mot vi Bo-tat, khi thuc hanh Bat nha Ba-la-mat, khong xem
sac hay mot uan nao la chiu sanh diét chi phdi (utpadharmin hay nirodhadharmin), hay bi bét tinh hay
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khong bat tinh (samklesadharmin hay vyavadana dharmin). Vi iy biét rlpa (Sic) khong d6i thanh
(samavasarati) vedana (tho), hay tho doi thanh samjna (tudng) v.v...; mot phap, su that tu tanh 13
khéng (prakrti sunyatd), khéng thé d6i thanh mot phap khac. Mot phap da khdng(stinya ta) vé ripa,
khéng phai 1a riopa. Khdng tanh (stinyatd), vé rupa ciing khong 1dy mét ripa. Do vay Sunyata khdng
khéc va khong gidng vai ripa. Cac uan khac ciing dugc dé cap tuong ty nhu vay. DO 1a bai thuyét
giang vé Samudaya (T4p). Muc dich thuyét giang ndy Ia xa4c nhan moi sy vat duoc xem 12 ¢ & doi, su
that khong that co, va do vay khong thé co sanh, diét, bién ddi. Cho nén mot vi B-tat can phai khong
ban tim vé quan niém samudaya cua sy vat.

Thé nao la Hirodhasatyavavada? Mot vi Bo-tat phai biét stinyata khong sanh, khdng diét, khong
nhiém, khong tinh, khong ting, khong giam, khong phai qua khu, hién tai hay vi lai. Do vy trong
Sunyata, khong thé co rlpa, vedana v.v... khdng thé c6 Dukkha, samudaya v.v..., ciing khong thé c6
srotapanna (Du luu),sakrdagami (Nhat lai) hay dac Phat. Nhu vy goi 1a Nirodhasatyavavada. Loi
tuyén bd ndy cd cha dich néu rd Nirodha khéng phai gi khac ngodi sy chimg ngd chan tanh cia
Sunyata.

V6i 1y luan nhu vdy, tip Prajnaparamita mudn néu rd su that 12 Sunyata, nghia 1a sy khong hién
hitu cua sy vat, duoc xem 13 ¢6 & doi, va nhu vy c6 thé xem 12 su that tht ba, Diét dé. Con Dukkha c6
nghia 1a nghi tu ngd cé lién hé cach nay hay cach khac véi su vat gia danh. Samudaya c6 nghia 1a tin
su vat that c6 sanh. Con marga thoi khong cé vi tri trong sy giai thich aryasatya va tap Prajnaparamita
bo quén marga.

Sw hiéu IAm ciia cac vi A-la-han

Ngai Nagarjuna, nhu ching ta d3 thiy trich din trong cac tap Dai thira dé chimg minh céc vi A-
la-han con bi chi phdi boi nhidu hiéu lam. Trong 4 dién déo tudng (viparyaya), CAC Vi ndy chua giai
thoat dugc phap thtr tu, nghia 13 thay c6 ng trong su vat vo ngd, xem su vat khong that co 1a that co.
Nhitng 101 tuyén bé ndy cua Nagarjuna hay cac tip Dai thira vé cac nha Tiéu thira 1 nhim dén khong
tanh ctia moi phap (Dharma Sunyata= Phap khong), chtr khong phai chi cac phéap hitu vi ma Tiéu thira
ban tdm (pudgalastinyatd= nhan khéng). Nagarjuna chdm dat bai thuyét phap ctia minh Véi su xac
nhan sy that 1a moi phap khong khac gl tiéng vong, 4o twong hinh anh trong chiém bao. Khi chimng
dugc diém ndy, vi 4y s& khong cOn thuong hay ghét mot ai, va voi tim tri nhu hu khéng, vi ay s&
khéng biét mot khac biét gi nhu dtrc Phat, Phap hay Ting gia va khong cd nghi hoic gi ddi voi moi su
vat. Vi khdng nghi va khong tham, vi iy chimg duoc Niét ban parinirvana ma khéng c6 upadana (thu).

Ngai Santideva (Bodhic, tr.350-1) ciing 1y luan nhu trén va noéi con nguoi vi vo minh (avidya)
ma gan sat (Su hién hitu) cho sy vat khong hién hiru (asat), tu ngd (atta) cho su vat khong c6 ngé
(anatta). V& minh nay s& chidm dat khi n30 vi ndy nhan chan duoc (paramatthatd) sy vat hién hiru nhu
mot gidc chiém bao hay nhu tiéng vong. Khi ndo vé minh diét, cac vong chuyén khac trong soi day
chuyén nhan duyén s& khong c6 co hoi dé khai va nho vy, ngudi y chimg Niét ban.

Nhu Viy, cac nha Dai thira liét bén Thanh dé va Iy Duyén khoi vao dia hat Tuc dé, khong that
c6 va xac nhan ching rit can trong gido 1y Dai thira vi dong vai trd phuong tién dé hudng dan chung
sanh d3 bj v6 minh 1am léch lac hay che ddu nhan quan caa ching.

Céc nha Yogacara (Duy thire hoc) giai thich Tt thanh dé va Iy Duyén khéi

Cac ngai Nagarjuna va Santideva giai thich lap truong cua phai Madhyamika vé van dé Thanh
dé va ly Duyén khoi nhu da dé cap dén trude.
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Cac ngai Asanga, Vasubandhu va cac tac gia thudc phai Duy thirc hoc dé cap van dé ndy mot
cach ngiu nhién. Nhu Asanga noi dén Tt dé (Sutra, tr. 137-8, 149-1) tuyén b rang 2 sy that déu trinh
bay nguyén nhan thé gi6i hay su tiép tuc tai sanh va nguyén nhan cia chung. Hai sy thit sau néi dén sy
doan diét cua sy vat va nguyén nhan dua dén su doan diét. Hai sy that dau can phai doan tru, hai su
that sau can phai tu chimg. Lién hé véi 14 cach dé cac vi Bo-tat Smrty-upasthanas (Niém xtr), Ngai Vo
trudc noi nguoi ta cd thé chimg nhip va 1am ngudi khac chimg nhap 4 Thanh dé véi phuong phap
Niém xu. Cac tac pham Duy thic khéac, tap Siddhi (Thanh Duy thirc). Lankavatara (Nhap ling gid)
khéng noi riéng vé T dé ma noi dén gido 1y Tiéu thira dé so sanh va néu rd su khac biét. Vi du cac tap
ay noi dén cac nha Tiéu thira nhu nhitng vi chi nim giit hién gido cta dirc Phat chi khong phai mat
gi40; tu bang 10ng xac nhan su sanh khoi cta sy vat ma théi, chir khong tim hoi tanh bat sanh cin ban.
Chuing bi khé cuc dudi vong tuong (parikalpand), xem ba gidi 12 that co, ude dinh su sai biét giita chii
thé va ddi twong, tu chip nhan sy hién hitu cua uan, x, gidi, tAm (citta), nhan duyén (hetupratyaya),
hoat dong (kriyayoga), sanh (utpada), tra (sthiti), diét (bhaga) v.v... Tap Lankavatara dé cap 1y Duy@n
khot, noi réng chinh nho hiéu duge su vat phat sinh do nhan va duyén ma doan trtr dugc vong tuong
xem su vat khong hién hitu 1a hién hiru, xem su vat phat sanh tir tir hay dot khoi. Roi tap 4y giai thich
nhu thuong 1¢ réng Iy Duyén khoi xay ra theo hai cach, ndi va ngoai. Nhu mot dd gém, bo, cdy con
V.v... phat sanh do ngoai nhan va ngoai duyén, con v0 minh, ai, nghié¢p v.v... phat sanh do ndi nhan va
ndi duyén. Nhu vdy, theo cac nha Duy thtrc, Ttr dé va Iy Duyén khoi thude vé gidi vire parikalpana
(vong tuong) chir khong phai sy that.

Phéai Duy thirc néi dén ba sy that, phai Trung quan chi néi hai

Chiing ta can phai nhd, di phai Duy thic bi phai Trung quan (M, Vr. Tr.523) chi trich nhiéu vé
ly thuyét thire thir tim, goi 1a Alaya vijnana (A lai da thirc), ca hai hoc phai déu dong ¥ xem moi sy vt
la khdng that co, bat sanh bat diét, chan dé khong thé tuyén b, dong nhat véi nhu thuc tanh va khong
thay ddi, day du tuéng andylha va nirylha (bat thu, bat xa) va vuot ngoai moi kha ning tudng tuong
(Tathatvam ananyathatvam tattvam anyuhaniryuhalaksanam sarvaprapancopasamam (Lanka, tr.196).
Nhitng doan vin nhu thé ndy c6 thé trich dan rat nhiéu tir cac tic pham Duy thirc t6n dé néu rd quan
diém cac nha Duy thtrc vé chén 1y, trir thuyét A lai da thtc, déu giéng quan diém cac nha Trung quan.
CAac vi ndy clng véi cac nha Trung quéan chip nhan rang tir doi vo thily, tAm tri bi si mé chi phéi da
gan sy hién hitu (sat) cho su vat khong hién hitu (asat) va cac nha Tiéu thira khong thé nao doan trir 4
dién ddo twong, vi cac vi ndy chi biét quan Pudgalanimitta (nhan tuéng), chir khong phai sarva
dharmanimitta (nhat thé phap tuéng), va quan niém Niét ban nhu mot su gi ¢6 hién hitu, day tinh lac
vavuot khoi kho dau. Cac nhd Duy thirc quan niém rang Dé nhat nghia d¢é ma cac vi nay goi 1a
Parinispanna, thay vi Paramartha ctia cac nha Trung quan, nghia la chimg dugc su kién moi phap do
tdm tri chling ta nhan thirc déu chi ¢6 sy hién hitu nhu ao tudng trong con mong hay bong mit tring
trong nudc ma thoi.

Tuy vay, tir doi vo thily tAm tri ctia chung ta qua bj mé hoic dén ndi chung ta khong thé khong
nhan thirc, trong nhitng 4o tudng va hinh bong 4y, mot cai gi c6 hién hiru, hay ndi moét cach khac, véi
su hiéu biét thong thuong cua chung ta, ching ta khong thé vuot 1&n trén parikalpana (bién ké so
chap), tac 1a samvrti (Tuc dé) cua phai Trung quan va cac phai khac. Cac nha Duy thic con thém mot
phap nira vao parikalpand, noi ring parikalpana duoc sanh phai y vao mot phap khac, va nhu vay phai
ludn lubn paratantra (y tha khoi), tie 1a pratityasamutpanna (Duyén khaoi) ctia phai Trung quan va cac
phai khéc. Phap ma parikalpana ya cir khong can thiét phai hién hitu hay that co, vi mot ngudi co thé bi
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mét tiéng vong lai 1dm cho so hai. Tém lai, Parikalpita va Paratantra lién hé t6i cac phap thé gian ma
thoi, cac phap vo thuong, vo ngd va khd cua cic nha Tiéu thira. COn parinispanna (Vién thanh thuc)
lién hé toi Niét ban, Tinh lac v.v... ma tat ca phién ndo va nghiép chudng duoc diét tan.

Ngai Asanga néu rd su lién hé cua ba sy that nhu sau: Su that cao nhat (paramartha hay
parinispanna) hiru 1a bat nhi, duoc trinh by trong nim cach. Hai trong 5 cach néi dén 1a sy that noi
dén khong c6 hién dudi hinh thirc Parikalpita va Paratantra, va khong phai khong hién hiru dudi hinh
thirc Parinispanna. Su that 4y khong phai 12 mot vi Parikalpita va paratantra khdng giong véi
Parinispanna. Su that 4y khdng khac vi ca hai su that truéc khong khac véi sy that sau. Trong mot
doan lién hé khac, Asanga ndi mot vi Bo-tat chi duoc goi 1a mot Suinyajna (mét vi hiéu duogc thuc tanh
cta su khong hién hitu), khi vi nay hiéu dugc ba phuong dién. Trude hét, khong hién hiru nghia 13 sy
khiém dién cac tudng thuong duoc gan cho mot vat tudng tuong (parikalpita). Thir hai, su khong hién
hiru 12 sy khiém dién bat ctr hinh thirc nao cua sy sdng ma ching ta c6 thé tudong twong duoc
(paratantra). Thi ba, cai gi tu tanh 1a khong hién hiru (parinispanna) (Sutra. Tr.94-5). Tap
Vijnaptimatrasiddhi (Thanh Duy thirc) (tr. 39-42) giai thich diém ndy va ndi rang tanh abhava cé ba
loai:

(I) Laksananihsvabhavata (su khong hién hitu cac tudng thuong dugc xem 1a gan cho mot sy
vat va do vay chinh sy vat 4y nghia 1a parikalpita,

(11) Utpattinihsvabhavata (su khong hién hiru ciia mot su vat khi nhin vé cin ban sanh khéi,
nghia la paratan tra); va

(111) Paramarthanihsvabhavata (su khong hién hiru cia mot vat theo nghia cao nhat, tic 13
parinispanna).

A- Parikalpita (Bién ké sé chip)

Sthiramati, khi s¢ giai tap Siddhi, noi réng su that thir nhét, Parikalpita noéi dén sy khong hién
hiru ctia sy vat boi nhitng dac tanh hay tudng. Mot vat khong thé quan niém la hién hiru, néu khong
duge mot sb dic tudng gan vao. Tudng 4y 1a hinh sic néu gan cho mot vat, hay 1a tuéng kho, lac v.v...
néu gan cho mot cam tho. Sy vat v cung ma loai ngudi tudng tuong, ké ca cac Phap thudc vé mot dirc
Phat, chi c6 hién hitu trong tudng tuong ciia con nguoi; do vay chung 1a Parikalpita (bién ké s& chép),
nghia 12 khdng c6 gi lién hé dén sy that. Tap Lankavatara (tr.67) noi doi sdng parikalpita dwgc biét nho
cac tuéng (nimitta) va duoc giai thich nhu sau: Moi sy vat duyén khoi dugc biét nhd cac tudng
(nimitta) va tanh (laksana) cua chung. Su vat c6 nimitta va laksana thudc hai loai. Sy vat chi nho
nimitta ma biét, noi dén su vat mot cach tong quat, ndi va ngoai; coOn su vat nhd ca nimitta-laksana ma
biét no6i dén sy hiéu biét cac dic tuéng va tanh phat sanh cua sy vat ndi va ngoai. Asanga phan biét
parikalpita c6 ba loai: (I) cin ban (nimittd hay alambana) cua mét tu tudong, (II) cam giac vé thirc
(vasana= tap khi) dé lai trén tam tri, (III) dit tén (arthakhyati) sau khi nhimg cam giac iy duoc xem 1a
that co.

B- Paratantra (Y tha khéi)

Loai tht hai, Paratantra, thudc v& mot sy hién hitu tudng tugng nodi dén trude, ding vé phuong
dién sanh khoi, nghia 1a moi sy vat hay cam giac chi ¢6 su hién hitu trong tudng tugng va y cir vao
mot vat gi dé sanh khoi (paratantra). Su vat hién ra khong giéng voi ngudn gbe phat sanh ra ching, do
vay nén co loi néi 1a sy khong that co cta sy vat chi dugc nhan thirc khi chiing dugc xem tir chd phat
sanh ra ching. DU cho sy vat, thién, ac, vo ky hay ba gidi, hay cic tim va tdm s, chi c6 mot doi song
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tuong twong, nhung chung ciling khai 1€n tir cac nhan va cac duyén, nghia l1a chdng phai y noi cac phap
khac ma sanh khoi, va do vy ching khong thé noéi 1a that sy hién hiru, vi mot sy vat that co ludn luon
nhu vy, khong phai y vao nhan va duyén. Tap Lankavatara ndi mot cach tom tit nhu sau: Moi sur vat
phat sanh tor mot can ban nao la duyén khoi hay y tha khoi (yadasrayalambanat pravartate tat
paratantra). Asanga phan tich paratantra nhu sau: Tudng cua paratantra la abhutapankalpah (vong
tuong) vé chi thé (grahaka=ning tri) va vat thé (grahya= s tri).

C- Parinispanna (Vién thanh thec)

Loai tht ba, Parinispanna, thudc vé Paramartha (Chan dé) hay Tathata (nhu thuc tanh). Nhu hu
khéng, su that ndy thuan nhat (nghia 13 ekarasa= nhat vi), trong sach va khdng bién hoai, Parinispanna-
svabhava (Vién thanh thyc tir tanh) goi 14 Paramartha vi 14 vj tri cao nhat, tir d6 nhin xudng cac sy vt
y tha khoi. Trong nghia ndy, ciing c6 thé goi Dharmatd=Phap nhi nhu thi, hay néi mét cach khac, tbi
thuong tiém tang trong thé gidi hién twong. Tap Siddhi néu rd Parinispanna duoc goi nhu vay vi hoan
toan khong bi bién hoai. Néu so sanh véi Paratantra thoi Parinispanna, tirc 1a Paratantra nhung hoan
toan khong c6 phan biét gitra cha thé va vat thé, hai phap sau ndy chi do tAm tri tudng tuong va Vi vay
khong that su hién hiru. Do d6, Parinispanna dugc xem la paratan tra, trir parikalpita.

Hai s thit trong Tiéu thira

Tir nhitng bién ludn tom tat ké trén, ching ta thiy rd Paramartha cia cac nha Trung quan va
Parinispanna ctia cac nha Duy thirc néu r6 su that theo quan diém cua nhitng vi ndy. Chap nhan su that
nay 1 sy that doc nhat, cac vi ndy loai tat ca cac phap khac vao trong thé gisi khong that co, goi chung
1a Samvrti hay Parikalpita, nhung vin xem cac phap Tuc dé sanh diét do cac nhan duyén chi phdi. Noi
mét cach khac, cac phap Tuc dé chiu su chi phdi cia dinh luit nhan qua, luit pratityasamutpada cia
cac Phat tir n6i chung va paratantra cta phai Duy thtrc n6i riéng.

Cac nha Tiéu thira ciing ding chung nhimg danh tir véi cac nha Dai thira, va C4c vi ndy xem
Thanh dé caa minh 12 sy that doc nhat, Paramattha (chon dé), con ngoai ra thudc vé Sammuti hay Tuc
dé. N6i tom lai, su that cia ching, vi 12 vO ngd, su khong hién hitu ciia mot thuc chat gi trong nhimg
su vat & doi, va nhitng gi vo ngé 1a vo thuong va dau kho. Ngai Buddhaghosa néu rd sy khac biét, noi
rang cac dirc Phat dung hai loai ngon ngi, gia danh va thyc danh. Nhitng danh tir nhu satta (hiru tinh),
puggala (nhén), deva (thién) v.v... goi 1a gia danh. Con nhitng danh tir nhu anicca (v6 thuong), dukkha
(kho), antta (vo ngd), khandha (uan), dhatu (giéi), ayatana (x&), satipatthana (niém x@&) va
sammappadhana (chanh can) dugc dung trong nghia chan thuc cua chung. Ngai Nagasena giai thich
rang khi dirc Phat noi: "Ta s& hudng dan Sangha hay Sangha tly thudc noi Ta", dic Phat dung hai
danh tir Ta va noi Ta" theo nghia gia danh chir khong phai 1a thuc nghia. Ledi Sadaw giai thich
Sammuti-sacca (Tuc dé) nhu nhitng 101 tuyén bé ma sy tng dung phé thong xem 13 thuc va chéng voi
nhitng gi "mau thuan va khéng trung thuc trong 15i noi".

Con Paramatthasacca la nhitng gi xing hgp vdi ban tanh cta su vat va khong tuy thuoc vao y
kién hay sy Gmg dung. Nhu mot vi du, Ngai néu rd khi ndi rang: "C6 mét linh hon", 16i néi ndy ding
vé tuc dé thi dung con ding vé chan dé thi sai, vi theo chan dé, khong c6 linh hdn nao ca. Chan dé 1a
su that dung dan trong moi truong hop va hoan canh, va khong tlly thudc gia tri ciia minh vao sy tng
dung hay ¥ kién phd théng. Chu truong cta cac vi Tiéu thira 12 mot danh tir dwgc gan cho nhitng phap
htru vi; danh tur éy thudc vé tuc dé. Vi du nhu khi cac banh xe, thung xe va cac bd phan khac cua mot
cd xe hop lai theo mot thir ty dic biét ndo, tat ca sy vat nhom lai duoc goi voi danh tir 14 mot cd xe.
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Danh tir "cd xe" nhu vay tly thudc vé tuc dé. Néu vat hitu vi nghia 12 ¢d xe duogc chia thanh timg bo
phan, nhu vay khong con goi la ¢d xe khi dugc phan chia. Do d6, nhitng sy vat, cudi cung dat duoc
nho chia ché phan biét nhu vay, s& 12 nhitng ¢4 thé doc nhat chan thuc. Ching khong thay ddi va mang
cling mot danh tir trong tat ca thoi, tai tat ca chd va dudi moi trudong hop. Theo cic nha Tiéu thira, tat
ca nhitng phan tir téi hdu tao mot loai hiru tinh hay s vat 1a that c6, va khi noi thanh dén ching, ching
ta cO thé goi 13 chan dé hay nhimg sy that t6i hau. Cac Dhatu hay Ayatana, Satipatthan hay
Sammappadhana, déu 14 nhitng danh tir ding theo nghia chan dé.

Tap Kosa (vi, 4) giai thich hai su that hoi sai khac. Tap ndy ndi, nhitng su nhu cai ghe va 4o
quan, sau khi bi tiéu huy, khong con duoc goi cling mot tén nhu trudc. Sy vt nhu nude hay lira ciing
vay, khi duoc phan tich chia ché sé& tiéu thanh mot sé phan tir va khdng con duoc goi 1a nude va lta
nhu trude. Do vAy su vat, sau khi phén tich, dugc tim thy 13 bién ddi, sy vat duoc gan cho danh tir tuc
dé. Nhimg danh tir trinh bay nhiing tu tuéng, y nghia tam thoi, khong thudng con, duoc goi 1a
Samvrtisatyas (Tuc dé). Con nhiing Paramarthasatyas (Chon d¢) 1a nhiing danh tir trinh bay nhiing y
nghia, tu tuong khong thay doi, dU cho sy vat ¢ bi tiéu huy, phan tich hay khong. Vi du danh tir rupa
(sic), du ching ta c6 chia ché sic thanh nguyén tir hay loai muUi vi va cac dic tanh khac khoi séc,
nhung Y nghia vé thuc tanh ctia ripa van ton tai. Cling vy, ngudi ta noi dén vedana (tho); Nhimg danh
tir 4y goi 12 Chan dé.

Nhung nhitng Chén dé cta Tiéu thira, nhu chung ta d4 thiy, bi cac nha Pai thira liét vao hang
Tuc dé. Nhitng gi theo cac nha Tiéu thira 14 thuc c6, nhu Thanh dé va ly Duyén khoi 1a khong that co,
thudc Tuc dé, theo cac nha Dai thira.

CHUONG BON
NHUNG GIAI DPOAN TREN CON BDUONG TIEN TRIEN TAM LINH

Su sai bi¢t gitra Tiéu thira va Dai thira, nhu dd duoc xem, Xo0ay xung quanh quan diém dé nhat
nghia dé. Theo Tiéu thira, dé nhat nghia dé 1 Pudgala-sunyata (Nhan khong), con theo Pai thira, thi ca
Pudgalastnyata va Dharma-suinyata (Phép khong). Su sai khac ndy ciing rat rd rang trong nhimg giai
doan trén con dudng tu hanh do hai hoc phai ndy vach ra. Cac nha Tiéu thira cong nhin c6 bdn giai
doan goi 1a Sotapatti (Du luwu), Sakadagami (Nhat lai), Andgami (Bt lai) va Arahatta (A-la-han) va
néu rd nhitng qua chirmg mdt nguoi tu hanh thanh dat, khi di tir giai doan nay dén giai doan khac, va
cudi cling chimg duoc toan tri ma theo cac nha Tiéu thira gidng véi toan tri cua chu Phat. Cac nha Dai
thira ciing vy, cong nhan c6 10 giai doan (theo Bzdohisattvabhiimi, Bo-tat dia) trén con duong tién
trién tAm linh, ma mot vi Bo-tat phai trai qua dé giai thoat hoan toan va thanh Phat.

Vi cac nha Pai thira chu truong phai quan Dharmasunyata méi giac ngd hoan toan va quan
Pudgalastnyata s& dwa nguoi tu hanh dén nhitng qua chimg cao hon va cubi cling chimg duoc Phap
khong. Vi vay cic nha Dai thira chia nhiing giai doan tu hanh ciia minh thanh hai phan. Phan dau gdm
c6 sau dia dwa nguoi tu hanh ching dugc Nhan khong. Phan ther hai, gdm bon dia sau gitp chimg
dugc Bd dé ctru canh tic 14 Phap khdng hay Phap binh dang tanh (Dharmasamata). Nhu vay, phan dau
thoa man chi nguyén cua vi Tiéu thira va tuwong duong véi 4 giai doan tu hanh Tiéu thira, cOn phan thir
hai vuot ngodi tim cac nha Tiéu thira vi cac vi ndy khdng chap nhan Dharmasamata.
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Pay la vi tri tuong duong giira Tiéu thira va Dai thua vé nhing giai doan trén con dudng tién
trién tdm linh cta hai hoc phdi. Nhung ching ta can thém vao nhiéu dic tanh sai biét khac ma cac nha
Dai thira nhic di nhic lai nhiéu 1an, vi muc dich cua cic nha Dai thira khong phai chi lo hanh phuc va
giai thoat cho minh ma con phai gitp vo luong chung sanh dau khé duge hanh phac va thoat khoi moi
dau kho thé gian du phai hy sinh than mang va cong dirc tu hanh cua minh. Do vay, khi giai thich chi
tiét cac qua chimg can thiét cho mot dia (bhimi), cac tac pham néu rd nhitng tién trién ma mot vi Bo-
tat ching dugc vé Asaya (khuynh hudng), Upadesa (Luan nghi), Prayoga (Tao tac), Upastambha (chi
tri), va Kala (thoi gian), ciing nhu vé Ahdra (thuc), Linga (Cin tudéng) va Nimitta (tudng)
(Bodhisattvabhtmi, tr.2) Néu nhitng dic tuéng thém vao cua Dai thira vé sau dia dau dé ra ngoai, thoi
ching ta c6 thé xem su dién ta 6 bhumi dau chi 1a mot hinh thirc pham ngit hoa cua nhitng doan vin
Pali n6i dén cac Thanh qua. Do vay, Dai thira thiét thuc thém vao chi c6 bén dia sau, tirc 13 Dirangama
(Vién hanh dia), Acala (Bat dong dia), Sadhumati (Thién hué dia) va Dharmamegha (Phép vén dia).

Vin hoc vé van de nay

N6i dén vin hoc vé van dé nay, van hoc Pali khéng c6 tac pham nao dic biét néi dén nhimng giai
doan dua dén Thanh qua. Van dé duoc dé cap dén rai rac trong kinh dién Pali cling nhu trong mot vai
tac pham Sanskrit ctia Nhat thé hiru bo. Ngai Buddhaghosa trinh bay nhing tht bac tu hanh trong tap
Visuddhimagga. Ngai chia thanh ba doan, doan thir nht n6i vé Sila (gioi), nho gitr gidi mot cach hoan
toan ma chimg duoc hai giai doan Sotapatti va Sakadagami (Du luu va Nhét lai). Doan tht hai n6i dén
Citta (tam) hay Samadhi (Dinh), nhd tu dinh ma ching giai doan thir ba 1a Anagami (Bat lai); Poan
thir ba noi dén Panna (Hu¢) dwa nguoi tu hanh ching duge Thanh quéa cudi clng 1a A-la-han qua hay
giai thoat hoan toan (Vis. M. tr. 6). Vasubandhu dé& cip dén nhing "giai doan" trong tip
Abhidharmakosa (VI, tr.34) va phan 16n nhu chung ta s& thay sau, ting ho nhimg doan vin cua tac
pham Pali.

Trong van hoc Pai thira, rat it c6 tac phém dic biét nodi dén nhirng thur bac tu hanh, nhung c6 rat
nhiéu doan vin d& cip mot cach ngiu nhién nhitng giai doan tién trién tam linh trong nhing tac phim
phan 16n néi dén nhiing Bhimi (Pia). Tac phim quan hé nhat va rd rang nhat 1a tap
Dasabhumikasastra (Thap dia kinh luan), mét trong chin tic phdm kinh dién duoc Phat gido Nepal
cong nhan. Cac tic phadm quan trong thtr hai 1a quyén Bodhisattabhimi va Madhyamakavatara, ca hai
déu theo tap Dasabhumikasastra véi mot vai sai khac nho nho. Vé nhitng tac phim dé cap dén cac
Bhumi mot cach gian tiép, chung ta néi dén cac tdp Lankavatara, Sutralankara va nhitng tic pham
tuong ty. Tap Prajnaparamita (Béach thién tung va Nhij van ngii bach thién tung) dé mot chuong hoan
toan néi dén cac bhumi nhung ciing khong quén tuyén bd vé phuong dién Dé nhét nghia dé, cac Pia
nay ciing khong that c6 va chi thudc Tuc dé. Tap Nhi van ngii bach thién tung c6 mot dic tanh riéng.
Khi no6i dén cac phuong phap tu hanh ma mot vi Bo-tat phai tu tip theo Prajnaparamita (Béat nha Ba-la-
mat), c6 dé cip dén nhiéu qua chimg bang cach dung nhiéu danh tir phd thong gitra cac nha Tiéu thira
nhu Kulankula (Hitu thuong pham), Ekavicika (Doan nhat quan), Sotapanna (Du luu).

Tap Satasahasrika (Bach thién tung) néi dén mot danh sach muoi Dia tiéu thira, khong thay
ding trong cac tac pham Pali. Cac dia Ay nhu sau: Suklavipasyana hay vidarsana bhumi (Can hué dia),
Gotrabhumi (Tanh dia), Astamakabhtmi (Bat nhan dija), Darsanabhimi (Kién dia), Tanubhumi (Bac
dia), Vitaragabhumi (Ly duc dia); Krtavibhumi (Di bién dia). Pratyekabuddhabhumi (Chi phat dia),
Bodhisattvabhimi (Bo-tat dia) va Buddhabhumi (Phat dia). Nhimg danh tir néu rd nhimg thir bac
chtng dat dugc. Hai dia dau n6i dén Tién du lwu. Dia tht ba, thtr tu n6i dén Dy luu dao va Du luu qua,
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nghia 1a khi ngudi tu hanh con trong Darsanamarga (Kién dao vi). Dia thtr ndm noi dén Sakadagami
(Nhét lai), trong dy raga, dvesa va moha (tham, san, si) duoc giam thiéu tdi da (tanutva). Dia thi sau
no6i dén Bat lai, khi ba phién néo trén dugc trir diét hoan toan. Dia thir bay n6i dén giai doan A-la-han,
khi nguoi tu hanh d& lam nhiing gi phai 1am, do vay mdt vi A-la-han con dugc xem 1a vi d& lam nhiing
viéc phai 1am (S¢ tac di bién: Krta Krtya). Dia the 8, thir 9 va thir 10, nghia d4 tu rd khdng can phai
giai thich.

Ching ta can phai dé y, cac dia trong cac tdp Bat nhd Ba-la-mat gian di hon tap
Dasabhumikasutra va rat c6 thé dai dién cho mot giai doan trong lich trinh tién héa cua quan niém
Bhumi, dimg giita tip Mahavastu va Dasabhumikasutra. Doan vin néi vé Bhiimi trong tap Mahavastu
hinh nhu 14 sém nhat, cac tén duoc dung chua dugc moi ngudi chap thuin. Tir nhitng danh tir duoc
trong tap Bodhisattavabhtmi, hinh nhu cac tac gia viét vé Bhimi xem tap nay nhu 1a mot biét tai van
chuong d4 tao ra nhitng danh tir néu rd nhimg dic tanh mot vi Bo-tat dd chung duogc trong mot giai
doan dic biét. Poan vin dién ta cac dia trong tip Mahavastu rat so luge va khdng chira nhitng chi tiét
quan hé va can thiét theo quan diém Dai thira. Trai lai, tip nay c6 dé cap dén nhing gidi cAm luat tang
ma mot vi Bo-tat can phai gin giit, néu khong thi khdng thé tién bo va dua dén sa doa vao giai doan
thip kém hon. Trong nhitng doan néi dén ba dia dau c6 tim thdy mot vai dau tich dién ta trong tap
Dasabhumikasutra, nhung trong bay dia ké tiép, nhit 13 trong bén dia sau, that khong c6 gi dic biét trir
nhitng tén cac dic Phat va cac vi Bo-tat dd chung ngd cac thi bac 4y. Nhu viy rd rang tac gia
Mahavastu con ¢6 mot quan niém rat mo hd vé bhumi, vi ndy mudn dién vao cac khoang trong nhimg
doi séng ly ky cua cac vi Bo-tat va nhiing tén tudng tuong cta cac dirc Phat.

Pé tién so sanh gifta cac giai doan Tiéu thira va Dai thira, chiung ta s& theo tap
Dasabhumikasutra, va néu rd trong nhiéu chd, nhiing doan di déng véi tap Bokhisattvabhimi va
Madhymakavatara, va cha thich thém nhiing doan van ¢ tdp Mahavastu va Prajnaparamita. Trong
nhitng giai doan Tiéu thira, chiing ta dya vao nhiing danh tir Pali va bd tic vao néu can thiét véi nhiing
doan trong tap Kosa.

NHUNG GIAI DOAN TIEN BHUMI
Tién Bo-tat hay tién Dy lwu vi (Prthagjana dén Arya = Pham phu vi dén Thanh vi)

Bon phan kho khin nhét cia mot ngudi tu hanh Tiéu thira va Dai thira 14 sy thanh tyu nhing
diéu kién dé di tir dia vi Prthagjana (pham phu) dén dia vi mot Arya (bac Thanh). Cac vi Dai thira dOi
hoi phai phat Bodhicitta (Bo dé tam), trude khi dugce phép bat dau thyce hanh cac Bhami, con céc nha
Tiéu thira chu truong phai hiéu T dé va tin tuong vao gido ly dtic Phat. Noi mot cach khéc, can phai
thanh tyu 15 Sat-na ctua Darsanamarga (Kién dao) dé c6 thé nhap theo giong sudi huéng dén Thanh
qua tuc la Bat chanh dao.

V& giai doan tién Bo-tat vi, chung ta khong gip trong tip Bat nhd Ba-la-mat hay cac tic phim
Pai thira khic, mot y kién tong quat néi ring mot chung sanh d4 1am nhiéu thién nghiép
(avaropitakusalamula), hdu ha nhidu dtc Phat qua kho (pUrvajinakrtadhikara), va c6 nhiéu
kalyanamitras (Thién hiru tri thic) thoi thé ndo ciing ching Bo dé. Hoi sai khac mot chut, tap
Sutralankara néi rang mot chung sanh phat Adhimukti (tin, nguyén) trai qua nhiéu kiép, 1am rat nhiéu
cong duc tran déy nhu nudce bién dai duong, da dugc thanh tinh nho gilr Bo-tat gioi, tro thanh da van
nho hoc cac Sastra (luan), khién cho tim nhu nhuyén va uyén chuyén, mot ching sanh nhu vy c6
quyén tinh tin tu bhavana (thién quan) va tho hudng loi ich nhitng 161 day ctia dirc Phat.
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Adhimukticaryabhumi: Ni¢m hanh dia

Chinh trong tdp Madhyamakavatara ma ching ta tim thiy mot giai doan tién Bo-tat goi 1a
Adhimukticaryabhumi duoc dé cap dén. Tap Madhyamakavatara trich dan kinh RatnameghasUtra noi
rang dia cia mot vi Bo-tat twong lai dugc dit trude Bhimi thi nhat va gém rat nhiéu adhimukti (phat
nguyén). Vi ay 1a Bo-tat twong lai vi chua phat B6 dé tim. Cho nén vi nay duoc xem 1a ¢ trong
Adhimukticaryabhumi (Ni¢m hanh dia), nghia la nguyén thanh Phat nho theo gido 1y Dai thira. Sau khi
nghe thuyét phép hay nhiing 10i tan than va dién ta nhiing uy luc ciia mot dirc Phat, vi ndy thoang qua
phat nguyén thanh Phat. Trir phi va khi nao 1oi nguyén ndy an tri vinh vién trong néi tAm, vi ndy chua
c6 thé xem 12 ¢6 Bo dé tam va tro thanh mot vi Thanh, mot vi Bo-tat.

Tap Bodhisattvabhimi lai cang néi rd hon vé tién Bo-tat dia ndy; danh tir chuyén mén duogc
ding 1a Prakrticarya (Bon tanh hanh), giai doan ndy duoc chia 1am hai, Gotravihara (Tanh tr() va
Adhimukticaryavihara (Niém hanh tr1). Hai giai doan nay khdng thé goi 1a Bhumi (Pia). Vi vay tap
Dasabhtmi kasUtra va c4c tap khac ban vé dia khong noi dén hai giai doan nay trong danh sach Bhumi
cta ching. Chung ndi dén cac dic tanh can thiét trong giai doan tién Bo-tat nhung khong goi hai giai
doan nay 12 tién Bhumi nhu tdp Bodhisatvtabhimi.

Sotravihara (Tanh trt) dugc ta nhu sau trong tdp Bodhisativabhumi: mot nguoi dugc goi la
gotra stha, nghia 1a tu tanh thudc v& mot quy toc ching sanh, day du dic tanh muc dich cao dep va
thién phat cia mot vi Bo-tat. Cac dirc tanh dugc biéu hién ngay qua ctr chi hon nhién cua vi ndy. Vi
nay bat dau 1am nhimg hanh 1anh mot cach ty nhién, khong can ai khuyén nha, mot cach kha sang subt
Va Vi 10ng tir 4i. Vi nay day du chung tir vé Buddhadharma (Phat phap) va khong thé 1am diéu ac, cha
khong noi dén cac vo gian toi (anantanya). Sotravihara 1am cin nhan (hetumatra) cho 11 vihara khéc,
gitip nguoi tu hanh tinh tin dé dat cac bhumi khac nhung khong thé dua xa hon nira.

Adhimukticaryavihara la tén ghi cho nhimg su ¢ ging dau tién cua mot vi Bo-tat dé phat B6 dé
tam. Tai dia ndy, vi B6-tat méi that sy bat dau di trén con dudng t6i Tathagatavihara (Nhu lai tra), cOn
trong gotravihara thi chi méi so phat tim ma thoéi. Khi 1am xong bon phan ciua Adhimukticaryd, vi ndy
dugc xem 1a da 1am xong nhimg bon phan chuan bi cho Dja thtr nhat 13 Pramuditad (Hoan ky dia).
Trong Adhimukticaryavihara, mot Bo-tat thuc hanh Bhavana (Tu chi quan) mot cach c6 gidi han va
khéng thé gin giit nhitg gi tu ching dugc. Vi ndy chi ¢d ging dé tu Nirnimitta-bhavana (Vo tuéng
quan tuéng). Vi ndy ching duoc Pratisankhyanabala (Trach luc) va cé ging 1am bon phan mot vi Bo-
tat v6i Pratisam-khyana-prajna (Trach hué), chir khong phai voi Tanmayata (thé nhap).

Chua c6 Bodhisattvabhavana (Bd-tat quan tudng), khién cho an tra va bat thdi, chua vuot khoi
nim sy so hdi vé mang sdng, phi bang, chét, ac thu va dai chung chi trich. V6i Pratisamkhya (Trach
lyc), vi ndy ¢6 ging 1am thién su cho céc loai hitu tinh, chi khéng phai do 10ng tir bi hon nhién. Doi
khi, vi ndy giai thich mot cach sai lac, 1am nhiing hanh khong dugc thich nghi va quéa chl tdm vé cac
moén cung dudng. Vi ndy c6 thé c6 1ong tin (sraddha) nhung khong c6 tri hué ndi tim, co srutamayi va
cintamyi prajna (Van hué va Tu hu¢) mot cach c6 gioi han, nhung nhiéu khi ciing 1éch lac. Vi nay theo
Bo-tat dao hét strc khé khan, v6i don hué (dhandha-abhijnd) va khéng phéat tam B6 dé mot cach manh
mé. Doi khi, vi ndy quén nhimg chanh phuong tién dé tu hanh va quén ca 1oi Phat day. Nhiéu luc, vi
nay thuyét phap mot cach cau tha va khong duoc két qua nhu ¥ mudn. Nhiéu khi, vi ndy quén hudng
tam vé B6 dé& va mat hét tinh tin giir BO-tat gidi va phung su chung sanh. Thinh thoang, chi biét tim
hanh phdc cho minh, du cho sau khi suy tu, ciing lai tim hanh phtc cho ké khac. Nhiéu lan ty nhan
thdy khuyét diém ctia minh nhung thiéu nghi luc dé cai tién. Vi nay ua giang day Bo-tat phap nhung
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nhiéu khi phat so héi truéc trach nhiém vo lugng vo bién cua ching. Vi nay khong day du tat ca
Bodhipaksika-dharma (Phép trg dao). D6 1a nhitng dic tanh khién ching ta c6 thé phan biét nhitng ai
da vao dugc trong Adhimukticaryabhumi (Niém hanh dia).

Y chinh trong giai doan chuan bi nay la su hién dién cua nhitng chung sanh c¢6 déy da nhitng
Kusalamulas (thién cin) dé c6 thé thanh Phat. Nhiing ching sanh nay dugc goi 1a gotrastha. Ciing nhu
nhiing ngudi con vua khac nguoi con thuong dan vi nhiing dac tanh, cir chi va s& nguyén ctia minh,
cling viy nhitng ching sanh ndo ¢ Phat chung s& duoc biét nhd nhitng ban tanh cao thugng dic biét
ctia minh.

Tap Dasbhumikasutra (tr.11) cho ching ta nhiéu chi tiét vé& giai doan tién Bo-tat cd khac nhiéu
vé6i tap Bodhisattvabhtmi. Mot vai chi tiét 4y nhu sau: Cac vi 4y phat Bo dé tdm; sau khi chét chta
nhiéu cong dirc, thuc hanh nhitng hanh da dwoc quy dinh, kinh 18 nhiéu duc Phat, diy du nhing dai
nguyén thanh tinh va cao thugng, va ludn ludn duy tri tdm niém tir bi. Cac vi nay luén ludn chung
dugc Phat tri, muoi lyc, bon vo s ay (Vaisaradyas), ching duge binh dang tanh ctia moi phép, ciru tat
ca ching sanh thoat khoi khd dau, ching dat moi loai tri tué va lam cho trong sach cac
Buddhaksetra(Phat sat).

Nhitng doan trich din ndy dién ta tim niém phan vin cia mot ngudi mudn phat Bo dé tam.
Chinh do su phat B6 dé tim ma mot nguoi thoat khoi pham phu tanh va trg thanh bac Thanh trén
giong sdng hudng dén giai thoat. Bodhicitta (B dé tAm) tom lai 12 i tAm nguyén ctia mot ching sanh
muén tré thanh Phat va chimg duoc moi dic tanh va nguyén lyc cia mot dirc Phat. Téap
Bodhicaryavatara chia BS dé tdm thanh hai phan, Bodhipranidhicitta (B6 dé nguyén tdm) va
Bodhiprasthanacitta (B dé tra tam) (?). Tam dau chi 14 mot tAm nguyén mudn thanh Phat ctu khod
chung sanh, nhung khong nghi dén mot cach chin chin nhimg hy sinh cao ca va nhimg dtc tanh cin
thiét khac. Tam thir hai thudc vé dai nguyén gin gitt Bo-tat gioi va cd ging tao nhiéu thién qua. TAm
dau c6 thé so sanh véi mot bd hanh nghi dén viée di sang mot nude khac, cOn tdm thir hai vi nhu mot
bo hanh d4 bat dau 1én duong dé di dén myc tiéu cua minh. Khi ndo mot ai phat B6 dé tim, nguoi 4y
c6 quyén 1am nhitng bon phan thudc vé Bhumi (Pia) thir nhat.

Quan niém Tiéu thira vé giai doan tién Dy luu

Ching ta tim thiy trong nhitng tic phdm Tiéu thira mot sy dién ta ti mi vé nhiing duc tanh can
thiét dé chuyén tir pham phu vi qua Thanh vi. Nhu nhiing 10i tuyén b dai cwong trong tap
Prajnaparamita vé nhirng thién cin qua khir ci cac vi Bo-tat, ching ta tim thay trong cac tac pham Pali
nhiéu doan vé cong dirc qua khir cia mot ngudi mudn xuit gia hay tinh tin tu hanh. Phan nhiéu, nhimg
doan nay duoc dé cap dén trong nhitng doan khi dtrc Phat gido hoa ching sanh, khi Ngai tim hiéu thién
cin cua nhitng vi ndo ma Ngai mudn héa d6. Poan thuong néi dén nhu sau: "Satthapaccusakale lokam
volokento imassa kulaputtassa upabissayam addasa (dttc Thé Ton, budi sang sém, nhin xung quanh thé
giéi va thay thién cin cta ngudi dy). Cau ndy nghia 1 su ich loi thiét thuc cua bai thuyét phap khong
phai ai ciing tho huéng duge. Chi c6 nhitng ai ma thién nghiép dua ho 18n mét giai ting kha cao méi
c6 thé hudng duoc nhimng loi ich cua cac bai thuyét phap. C6 rt nhiéu truong hop trong cac tac phim
Pali, n6i dén nhirng thi¢n can can phai c6 trudc moi khién mot nguoi chung dugc Dy luu sau khi chi
nghe mot bai thuyét phap. Ciing c6 nhimg chlng sanh tré thanh Nhat lai, Bat lai, A-la-han hay Doc
giac vi nhirng thién nghiép chét chtra doi trude. Ham y trong nhitng truong hop ndy 1a nhitng vi nay
trong doi qua khtr d3 tir tran, sau khi chtimg duoc qua Thanh hay nhimng dtc tanh tuong duong, dd xay
ra truéc nhimg qua ching dugc trong doi ndy. Cac nha Tiéu thira chu truong rang mot Puthujjana
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(pham phu) phai c6 mot sb thién can trude khi mong duge thanh mot bac Thanh (arya), vi du nhu
Srota-panna (Du luu).

Mot Puthujjana dugc dinh nghia trong tip Majjhima Nikaya nhu mot vi cOn bi mé Iam chi phdi,
tuong rang co6 "Ngd" va "Nga s6", va nghi rang minh c6 rupa (sic), vedana (tho) v.v... Vi khong biét
chanh phép, nguoi ndy khoi tham ai ddi v6i su vat can phai xa tranh va do vay tao ra vating trudng cac
asavas (lau hoic) vé Kama (Duc), Bhava (Hitu) va Avijja (V6 minh) (tr.7, 239). Tap Puggala pannatti
(tr.12) chi n6i mot pham phu 1a mét ngudi chua trir duoc ba samyojana (kiét sir) hay khong cb gang trir
ching. Tap Patisambhidamagga (I, tr.63, 64, 94) néi rang cac puthujjana dang cb ging tré thanh bac
Thénh, mubn than nhién dbi véi cac Sankhara (Hanh) bang cach xem chung 1a vo thudng, khd va vo
ng4, nhung sy than nhién nay khong duogc lau dai trong tam tri va nhiéu khi tré thanh kho chiu cho cac
Vi dy.

Giai doan tht hai cia Puthujjana 13 Gotrabhd (chuyén tanh), nhiéu khi twong dwong véi
gotravihara cua tdp Bodhisattvabhumi. Gotrabhu daii dién cho giai doan cudi cling ciia mot puthujjana,
vi mot ngudi tré thanh gotrabhu khi vi ndy ximg dang bat dau 1am nhitng bon phan dé tré thanh vi
Thanh. Tap Patisambhidamagga (K, tr.66-8) xem Gotrabhi khong nhimng 12 mét giai doan tién Dy luu
ma con chi cho mot hang ngudi dang huéng dén A-la-han qua va c6 thé da chimg duoc mét trong tam
Magga va Phala (Pao va qua). Ciling vay tap Abhidhamatthasangaha (Comp. of Phi, tr.67-71) dat giai
doan Gotrabhl sau Patipadananadassanavisuddhi (hanh tri kién thanh tinh) va Vutthanaga-
minivipassanananam (khai xuat chi quan tri) va xem Gotrabhl thanh mot bac Thanh nghia 1a mot
Sotapattimaggattha. Trong hai tac pham ké sau cing, Gotrabhi chi cho nhitng ngudi trén con dudng
ching duoc A-la-han qua va nhu vay 1a chimg dugc mot trong ba vi Dy luu, Nhét lai, Bat lai. Tuy vay
tap Anguttara Nikaya (IV, 378) va Puggalapannatti (tr.14) khong xem Gotrabhu la bac Thanh va nhu
vay xem GotrabhU 14 mot giai doan tién Dy luu.

Nhirg vi ¢ gitta Gotrabhu va Sotapanna (nghia 1a Sota-pattiphalapatipanna: Du luu qua hudng)
dugc chia 1am hai hang goi 1a Saddhanusari (Tuy tin hanh) va Dhammanusari (Tuy phap hanh). Ca hai
van con thue hanh Darsanamarga (kién dao). Theo tap Kosa, hang dau thudc vé don cin, hang tha hai
thudc vé loi can. TUy tin hanh 1a nhiing vi theo chanh phap, do 10ng tin vi dao su huéng dan hay néi
mot cach khac, cac vi ndy tu cac niém xu v.v, va cd ging ching Tué, nhd co ngudi khac dit dan,
khuyén bao. Con cac vi Tuy phap hanh 1a nhitng vi tu tu cac phap Tro dao nhd hoc hoi kinh dién
(dvadasanga = 12 b kinh). Tap Pugglapannatti chi noi trong nhimng vi tu hanh dé ching qua Du luu,
nhitng vi ndo c6 Tin can thi thang thi goi 1a TUy tin hanh; nhimg vi ndo ¢6 Tué cin thi thing thi goi 12
Tuy phap hanh. Hang thir nhat, khi chimg duoc qua Dy lwu, duoc goi 1a Saddhavimutta (Tin giai thoat)
va hang thir hai duoc goi Ditthippatta (Kién dic nhan). Su sai khac doc nhat giita hai hang nay Ia hang
dau trir diét dugc mot vai asava (lau hoic) nhung khong nhiéu bang hang tht hai. Vi rang, trén con
duong tién toi Niét ban, co:

I) hai Dhuras (hanh, trach nhiém): - Saddha (Tin) va Panna (Hug),

1) hai Abhinivesa (Chap tri): - Samatha (chi) va Vipassanna (Quan), va

111) hai Sisas (dau): - Ubhatobhagavimutta (Cau phan giai thoat) va Pannavimutta (Hué giai

thoat).

Nhitng vi thuc hanh theo Pannadhura va Samathabhinivesa dugc goi 1a Dhammanusar trong
giai doan Dy luu dao (Sotapattimagga), Kayasakkhi (Than chimg nhan) trong sau giai doan ké tiép va
Ubhatobhagavimutta trong giai doan A-la-han; nhiing vi thuc hanh theo Pannadhura nhung trir
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Vipassanabhinivesa dugc goi la Dhammanusari trong giai doan Dy luu dao, Ditthippatta trong 6 giai
doan ké tiép va Pannavimutta trong giai doan A-la-han; nhimg vi thuyc hanh theo Saddhadhura va
Samathabhinivesa dugc goi 1a Saddhanusari trong giai doan Dy luu dao; Kayasakkhi trong sau giai
doan ké tiép, va Ubhatobhagavimutta trong giai doan A-la-han; nhiing vi thuc hanh theo Saddhadhura,
trir Vipassanabhinivesa, dugc goi 1a Saddhanusari trong giai doan Du luu dao, Saddhavimutta trong
sdu giai doan ké tiép va Pannavimutta trong giai doan A-la-han.

Nhitng vi dugc goi la Tuy tin hanh hay Tuy phap hanh dat giai doan thir hai ctia Thanh dao
dugc goi 1a Sotapattiphala (Du luu qua), va ciing goi 12 Sattakkhattuparama (Cuc that phan sanh).
Ciing dugc ndi dén nhitng dic tanh can phai c6 dé tro thanh mot vi Du luu. Trong tip Samyuttanikaya,
Ngai X4 Loi Phat hoi Ngai A Nan: "Bao nhiéu phap can phai bo di va bao nhiéu phép cin phai ching
dat dé trg thanh mot Sotapanno avinipatadhammo viyato sambodhiparayano (mot vi Du luu khong con
thdi doa va nhat dinh chimg duoc Thang tué)". Ngai A Nan tra 1oi can phai vimg tin Tam bao, day du
c4c gidi luat duoc cac bac co tri tan than va ua thich. Nhimg dic tanh ay goi 1a Sotapatiyangas (Du luu
chi). Mot ngudi c6 dugc bdbn Du lwu chi (Sappurisasamsava=Thién si than can,
Saddhammasavanam=Chanh  phap thinh van, Yoniso manasikaro=Nhu ly tac v,
Dhammanudhammapatipatti=Phap tuy phap hanh) s¢ thoat khoi nam ac nghi€p la sat sanh, thau dao, ta
dam, néi 4o va ubng rugu. Tap Samyutta Nikdya ciing néi khi mot Ariyasavaka (Thanh dé tir) biét
duoc vi ngot, su nguy hiém va con duong thoat khéi cac can (indriya), nghia 1a lac, khd, hy, uu va xa,
vi 4y thanh mot Du luu. Trong mot bai kinh lién hé dén Anathapindika (Cap c6 doc) bi dau bénh, co
noi rang mot phadm phu ciing phai cd gang thuc hanh Bat chanh dao cong thém Sammanana (Chanh trf)
va Sammavimutti (Chanh giai thoat), ké ca 4 Dy luu chi.

Su that, cac Du luu chi chi 14 giai doan chudn bi dU rat can thiét, dé that sy bat dau nhimng hanh
dua dén Du luu qua. Cac bon phan phai 1dm sau cac Dy luu chi 13 can ting truong piti (hy), pamojja
(hoan duyét), passaddhi (khinh an), samadhi (dinh) va sy thuc hanh sau vijja (hay nibbedha) -
bhagiyadhamma (minh phan phép), tirc 12 quan niém (anupassand) Vé:

I) tanh v6 thudng cua phéap hiru vi,

1) kho vi tanh vo thuong,

[11) v ngé cua su vat,

IV) doan,

V) vo6 tham, va

VI) diét (nirodha).

Céc tap Nikayas khdng di sau vao chi tiét vé su cb ging cua ngudi tu hanh trong giai doan Dy
luu dé hiéu tanh vo thuong, kho va vo nga hay bén Thanh dé. Trong tap Dighanikaya, chi ndi mot cach
so luge ¢ bon tri vé Khod, Tap, Diét va Dao. Tap Patisambhidamagga cd giai thich bén Tri ndy va noi
mot ngudi: "biét tim t0i, nghién ciru, hiéu rd, phan tich v.v... ca bdn su that ndy méi dugce xem 13 hiéu
hét bon su that. Van dé nay duoc tap Kosa dic biét nghién ctru va co thé tom tit & day. Co hai Margas
(Pao ), Darsana (Kién) va Bhavana (Tu). Tu dao bét dau voi giai doan cudi cling cua kién dao. Kién
dao co dén 16 Ksana (sat-na) biét sy that, phan ra nhu sau:

1) Duhkhe dharmajnanaksanti (Kho phap tri nhan)

2) Samudaye (Tap phap tri nhan)

3) Nirodhe (Diét phap tri nhan)
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4) Marge (Dao phap tri nhan)

(Do tin méi biét su vat & Duc gidi 1a day Dukkha, bi Samudaya va Nirodha chi phéi, va ciing c6
con dudng Marga dua dén sanh va diét cia su vat).

5) Duhkhe dharmajnana (Kho phép tri)
6) Samudaye (Tap phap tri)

7) Nirodhe (Diét phap tri)

8) Marge (Pao phap tri)

(That su da chimg duoc sy vat & Duc gidi 1a diy Dukkha, bj Samudaya va Nirodha chi phéi, va
cling c¢6 con dudng Marga dua dén sanh va diét cua sy vat).

9) Duh khe anvayajnana ksanti (Kho loai tri nhan)
10) Samudaye (T4p loai tri nhan)

11) Nirodhe (Diét loai tri nhan)

12) Marge (Pao loai tri nhan)

(Do tri moi biét sy vat ¢ Sic gidi va Vo sic gi6i 1a ddy Dukkha, bi Samudaya va Nirodha chi
phdi, va c6 con dudng Marga dwa dén sanh va diét cua sy vat).

13) Duhkhe anvayajnana (Kho loai tri)
14) Samudaye (Diét loai tri)

15) Nirodhe (Diét loai tri)

16) Marge (Pao loai tri)

(That sy d& ching duoc su vat & Sic gidi va VO sic gidi 1a diy Dukkha, bj Samudaya va
Nirodha chi phéi, va ciing c6 con dudng Marga dua dén sanh va diét cia su vat).

Tap Kathavatthu néu rd nhimg giai doan tién trién twong tu cia mot Srotapattiphala-
pratipannaka trong khi vi nay dang & trong Darsanamarga (Kién dao):

Nho Dukkhadassana, vi ndy bo mot phan nao, chua dugc hoan toan, than kién, nghi va gidi cdm
thii va nhitng phién n&o lién hé.

Nho Samudayadassana, vi ndy hoan toan bo than kién, nhung nghi va gigi cAm thii va cac phién
nao lién hé chua dugce bo hoan toan.

Nho Nirodhadassana, vi ndy hoan toan bo nghi nhung chua bo hoan todn giéi cAm tha va cac
phién n&o lién hé.

Ca ba giai doan trén, Vi nay chua thdt la mét vi Dy luu hay Sattakhattuparama (Cuc that phan
sanh) hay Kolankula (Gia gia) hay Ekabigi (Nhat ching).

Nho Maggadassana, vi ndy hoan toan bo gii cAm tht vd mot phan ndo céc phién néo.

(Nay Vi dy 1a D lueu).

Tap Kosa cho ching ta biét, mot vi tu hanh, trén con duong tién trién theo cac Ksana nay dugc

goi la Sraddhanusari (Tuy tin hanh), Dharmanusari (Tuy phap hanh) hay Srotapattiphalapratipannaka
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(Nhap Dy luu qua hudng) cho dén Sat-na thir 15. Trong Sat-na thir 16, vi nay dugc xem 12 d4 an tr
vao (sthita) trong Dy luu qua va nhu vay duoc xem 1a dd chimg duoc Catuhsatyabhisamaya (Tu dé
hién quan). Su chimg qua ndy, hay mét cach khac, su thanh tyu Darsanamarga (Kién dao) khién nguoi
tu hanh thoat khoi phién ndo Avastuka (toc 12 Than kién v.v...) va tré thanh mot vi Thanh (Arya),
nghia 12 mot nguoi ¢ kha nang troi theo gidng Thanh vi Bat chanh dao. Vi dy khong con goi 1a Tay
tin hanh hay Tuy phap hanh, va dugc goi 1a mét vi Dy luu.

Tién Thanh vi, su that, dinh doat con dudng tu hanh vé sau. Néu chi mong moksa (giai thoat) va
Niét ban va chit chta cac thién cian khong cao thuong 1dm nhu cic nha Tiéu thira d4 1am, nguoi tu
hanh 13 mot Sravaka (Thanh vian). Néu tha thiét ching duoc Phat qua dé ctru do thé gidi, nghia 12 phat
B dé tam va chit chua thién can ciia mot vi xuit chung, ngudi tu hanh ay duoc goi 14 mot Bodhisattva
(Bo-tat).

Pramudita (Hoan hy dia)

Nguoi tu hanh, khi tdm tri dat dugc nhitng dirc tanh noi trén, dd vuot khoi dia vi pham phu va
chic chin tré thanh mot vi Bo-tat. Nay vi ay duoc xem 1a thudc gia dinh cua Nhu Lai, tré thanh
Anavadya (khong con bi chi trich) vé tan tich trong su tho sanh (sarva jativadena), cham dat cac doi
sébng thé tinh, hudéng dén cac doi séng xuit thé, an tra vao binh dang tanh cia vi Bo-tat
(Bodhisattvadharmata), thién tra trong vi tri ctia vi Bo-tat, hiéu dugc tanh binh dang, s& duoc nhan vao
gia dinh Nhu Lai trong tat ca thoi, va cudi cling s& thanh Phat. Vi Bo-tat nhu véy, khi con trong dja nay
c6 pramodya (hé&n hoan), pra-sada (tin), priti (hy), utplavana (thuong hy), udagri (cuc hy), usi (huong
thom), utsaha (tinh tn), va tré' thanh asamrambha (khdng c6 man), avihimsa (bat hai) va akrodha (vo
han). Céc vi jinapUtras (Phat tr) trd thanh hoan hy khi nghi dén cac dirc Phat, gido phap, nhitng Bo-tat
hanh va c4c hanh Paramita (Ba-la-mat). Cac vi ndy hoan hy ciing vi ty biét minh ra ngoai cac thé tinh,
gan Phat dia, Jnanabhumi (Tri dia) va doan trir nhitng doi séng ¢ dia nguc va 4c thd. C4c vi ndy tro
thanh nhitng ¥ chi cho moi loai ching sanh, ludn ludn ¢ trong tam nhdn quan cua Nhu Lai va loai trir
moi su so hdi vi khdng c6 tham &i cho minh va d6i vai su vat. Cac vi nady khéng mong mét ai giap do
minh, trai lai sdn sang giup d& tat ca chiing sanh. Vi khéng c6 quan niém vé ngd, nén khong so chét, vi
biét rang minh c6 chét ciing luén ludn hau can chu Phat va chu vi Bo-tat.

ROi cac vi BO-tat, voi chi nguyén cao thugng va véi tim niém Dai bi 1én hang dau, c¢b ging tinh
tan 1am thém céc thién su. Vi cac vi ndy ¢ nhiéu Sraddha (tin), prasada (tinh), adhimukti (thing giai),
avakalpana (thuc giai), krpakaruna (tur bi), mahamaitri (Pai tir), va voi mot tam tri kién tri véi hri
(tam), apatrapya (quy), gsanti (nhan), savraty (trong hau), than phuc gido Iy va nho thién tri thic ting
ho, cac vi nay duoc an tri trong Dia thir nhat. Roi cac vi ndy ¢6 nhimg dai nguyén nhu sau:

1) Kinh I& chu Phat dudi moi hinh thte va hét stc trang trong;

2) Bao tri va gin gitr gido 1y dirc Nhu Lai;

3) Chung kién Phat xuat hién trong moi thé gii va theo hau chu vi Bo-tat trong doi séng sau
cung cua nhirng vi nay, tr khi xuong cung troi Dau suat cho dén khi nhap Nict ban.

4) Thuc hanh tit ca Bhumi (Dia) voi cac hanh Ba-la-mat;

5) Giup chung sanh duoc thuan thuc va chimg toan giéc;

6) Lam cho thanh tinh moi Phat sat bang cach viéng tham céac chd dy;

7) Hiéu hét sy sai biét vo luong giita sy vt trong moi thé gii;
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8) Khuyén khich cac vi Bo-tat phat trién moi dai nguyén va gop nhit cong dirc tir dai nguyén
ay, chung mot cian ban duy nh?t va déng nhét cho tit ca Bo-tat, hau ha tat ca duc Phat, ching kién Phat
xuat thé khi nao can thiét, trai qua moi hinh thirc ctia su sdng véi tu than ctia minh, thAm hiéu va
truyén bé gido 1y Dai thira.

9) Lam phan su ciia mot vi Bo-tat, 1am cac hanh 1anh vé than, khiu va y, ching ngd Phat phap
mot 1an va tat ca, doan trir cac dau kho véi 10ng tin, duge mot than nhu Pai y vuong (Maha bhaisa-
jyaraja) hay giéng nhu vién ngoc nhu ¥ va néi duge nhing 10 n6i khéng bao gio vo ich; va

10) Chimg duoc chanh ding gidc trong moi thé gidi, sanh ra nhu mot ngudi thudng nhung
khong budc xa chanh dao mot soi toc, Xuat gia bo thé tuc, 1am cac than thong, ching Bd dé& dudi cay
B dé, chuyén Phép luan va cubi cling chimg Dai bat Niét ban.

Trong khi con ¢ trong HOAN HY DIA, céc vi Bo-tat phat vo luong dai nguyén, trong d6 c6 10
dai nguyén chinh. Céc vi ndy thuong x6t v6 lugng chung sanh bi ta kién dit dan sai lac, bi vo minh duc
vong v.v... lam mo am, tiép tuc tai sanh trong ba gi6i, va theo luat nhan qua, ting truong sy dau khd
cho chinh minh. Cac vi Bo-tat c6 ging an tru trong Niét ban, hanh phuc t6i thuong.

Khi ¢ trong dia thir nhét, cic vi nay ting tan 10ng tir bi va thyc hanh hanh Mahatyaga (Pai xa),
tir b cta cai, con, vo v.v... tim su vat thé gian va xuét thé gian va nhu vay tré thanh tinh théng cac bo
Sastra (luan) va do vdy c6 thé phan biét cai gi thién va bat thién cho ching sanh. C4c vi nay tré thanh
Lokajna (thé gian tri gia). Nho ludn ludn cing dudng va tén trong sasana (gi4o phap), cac vi nay thanh
tuu duoc 10 thién tanh cin thiét dé thanh tinh 10 Dia: Sraddha (Tin), Karuna (Bi), Maitri (Ttr), Tyaga
(Xa), Khedasahisnuta (Nhin chiu khé cuc), Sastrajnata (Tinh thdng luan bd), Lokajnata (Thé gian tri),
khiém nhuong, tam quy, kién tri, va kha ning danh 18 Nhu Lai. Cac vi ndy thay rat nhiéu duc Phat,
cing dudng v6i nhimng 18 vat can thiét, danh 18 chu vi ting gia va hdi hudng cac cong duc dé chimg vo
thuong giac, c6 kha ning nhiép hoa chiing sanh nhd bd thi va ai ngit (priyavadya) va adhimukti (dai
nguyén). Ngoai ra con ké hai nhiép phap khac (samgrahavastu) ciing dugc thanh tyu nhung chwa
ching Nhat thé tri. Trong 10 Ba-la-mat, bd thi Ba-la-mat 14 dé nhat. Mot vi Bo-tat chiung Dia thar nhét
c6 kha ning 1am vua x& Diém phu dé (Sambudvipa), tro thanh vi 1dnh dao 1dy chanh phép tri nudc,
luén ludén huéng vé Tam bao, Bd-tat hanh va vo thuong tri. Mudn trd thanh vi 18nh dao ching sanh, vi
Bo-tat xuit gia tho gidi, va trong mot sat-na nhap 100 thién dinh, dién kién 100 dirc Phat va thuc hanh
nhitng hanh vi ky diéu khac.

Twong dwong giira Bhumi (Dia) voi Magga (Pao) va Phala (Qua)

Hé thong Tiéu thira khong c6 gi trong duong voi dia thtr nhit cia Dai thira, vi khéng dinh véi
BO dé tam, Nguyén, Tu, Bi va 10 duc tanh can cho mét vi Bo-tat dé manh tién trén 10 Dia.

Chinh tir Dia thi hai, hé thong Tiéu thira méi c¢6 nhiing giai doan twong duong vdi hé thong Dai
thira. Tap Bodhisattvabhimi va Madhyamkavatara chd y dén diém nay trong khi dé cap dén cac
Bhumi.

Trong hé théng Tiéu thira, vé& cac vi tht tu hanh, thudng néi rang mot vi tu hanh s& trd thanh
mot Dy luu va Nhat lai nho theo gioi Adhisila (thing giGi), mot vi Bat lai nho theo dinh Adhicitta
(thing dinh) va mot vi Bo-tat nho theo hué Adhipanna (thang tué). Néu nay chung ta so sanh vdi cic
Dai thira Pia nhu da duoc goi trong Bodhisattvabhiimi, sy lién hé giita cac Dia tiéu thira véi cac Dia
dai thira tro thanh rd rang. Nhu vay ching ta ciing c6 thé dit ten cho céc vi thi tu hanh Tiéu thira nhu
(1) Puthujjana trir Gotrabht (Pham phu trir Chuyén tanh), (2) Adhisila (Thing gi6i), (3) Adhicitta

135



(Thing dinh), va (4) Adhipanna (Thang tud). Nay néu chiing ta dem so sanh v&i nhitng vi thir tu hanh
Dai thira nhu da ghi trong tap Bodhisattvabhimi, thoi su 1ién lac giita cac Dia tiéu thira va dai thira tré
thanh rd rang. Cac Pia 4y nhu sau:

1) Gotravihara (Tanh tru)

2) Adhimukticarya vihara (Ni¢m hanh tra)

3) Pramudita vihara (Hoan hy trt)

4) Adhisilavihara (Thang giéi tr()

5) Adhicittavihara (Thang dinh tr()

6), (7) va (8) Adhiprajnavihara (Thang tué tra)

9) Sabhisamskara-sabhoga-nirnimitta-vihara (Htru hanh hiru luc v6 tudng tra)
10) Anabhoga-nirnimitta-vihara (V06 luc vo tudng tri)

11) Pratisamvid-vihara (V0 ngai bién tru), va

12) Parama-vihara (Vo thugng tra)

Trong 12 viharas nay, chung ta d n6i dén 2 viharas dau, cac Dia du bi, thuong khong duoc ghi
trong danh sach cac Dia thong thuong va twong duong voi Tiéu thira pham phu Dia, hay Tién du luu
Dia. Do vay, néu dé ngoai hai Dia nay, ching ta cd danh sach 10 Pja. RS rang 5 Dia (4-8 cua tap
Bodhisattvabhimi va 2-6 caa tip Dasabhumikasastra) twong dwong véi 4 vi thir Tiéu thira. Cac tué va
qua vi cao hon ma cac vi Bo-tat ty xem chi minh c6, va theo cac nha Pai thira 13 vuot ngodi kha ning
ctia cac nha Tiéu thira, chi duoc chimg ngd trong bon Dia sau clng.

Vimala hay Adhisila (V6 ciu hay Thing gi6i)

Mot vi Bo-tat dd thuc hanh Dia thtr nhat mot cach chinh xac va muén chimg Dia thtr hai, can
phai tu tip thém 10 Cittasayas (TAm huéng): Rju (chanh truc), Mrdu (nhu nhuyén, mém), karmanya
(kham ning), Dama (diéu phuc), sama (tich tinh), kalyana (thuan thién), asamsrsta (bat tip), anapeksa
(v0 cb luyén), udara (quang quyét) va mahatmya (dai tim).

Khi mudi asayas ndy duoc thanh tuu, vi Bo-tat ching duoc Pia tht hai, Vimala (V6 cu dia).
Vi nay tu nhién khong con pranatipata (sat sanh), adattadana (thau dao), kamamithyacara (ta dam),
anrtava=cana (vong ngi), pisunavacana (ludng thiét), arusavacana (4c khau), sambhinnapralapa (¥
ngtr) va tro thanh anbhidya (khdong ha tién), avyapannacitta (khdng san han) va thanh tuu duoc
samyagdrsti (chanh tri kién). Vi Bb-tat lién nghi ring moi chung sanh khé dau chi vi khéng tranh 10
nghiép bat thién (akusalakarmapathas). Do d6, vi Bo-tat phai khuyén ching sanh theo chanh hanh, va
v6i muc dich ay, vi Bé-tat trude hét phai ty minh thue hanh chanh hanh.

Vi Bo-tat suy nghi rang loai nguoi duoc phan loai theo thién nghiép ctia minh va céc hanh dong
khéc, do vay tré thanh loai ngudi, chu thién, Thanh van, Doc giac, Bo-tat va duc Phat. Vi ndy ciing suy
nghi rang do 1am cé&c hanh bit thién ma loai ngudi sanh trong dia nguc, suc sanh, da xoa, hay lodi
ngudi voi doi sdng chét yéu va nhiéu bénh tat. Do vay, vi Bo-tat quyét dinh lam 10 diéu thién va
khuyén khich cac ngudi khac 1am. Vi ndy khoi 10ng tir bi thuong x6t moi lodi ching sanh, ty xem
minh ¢6 bon phan 1dm mot bac thdy, mot vi hudng dan, chuyén ta kién ctia ching sanh thanh chanh
kién. Vi Bo-tat nhan thdy chang sanh vi phan nd, ha tién, tham 4i, han thu, si mé, am chudng, khong
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tinh tin v.v... nén phai tréi lin trong 1an song duc 4i, hiru ai, v6 minh, bj tréi budc trong tham san, ua
ghét va bi chi phdi boi 40 tudng co Ta va cai cua Ta. Do 10ng tir bi, vi Bo-tat phat tim ciu do chung
sanh 4y va huéng chung dén c6i thanh binh tinh lac.

Khi ¢ trong Dia ndy, vi Bo-tat ¢d thé thay nhiéu duc Phat, kinh 18 Ngai va hoi hudng cong dirc
ay dén chung qua B6 dé. Vi Bo-tat don nhan cac thién nghiép tir nhitng dirc Phat ay, trai nhiéu kiép cb
gang tu hanh, diét trir matsarya (xan tham) va thuc hanh hanh bé thi. Trong 4 nhiép phap, vi Bo-tat
ting cudng priyavadya (ai ngit), va trong 10 Ba-la-mat, thuc hanh nhiéu nhat giéi Ba-la-mat, chr
khéng phai cac Ba-la-mat khac. Néu mot vi Bo-tat, sau khi chimg Dia thir hai, mubn duoc gidu sang
phl quy, c6 thé trg thanh mot vi Chuyén luan thanh vuong vdi bay mén chau bau v.v...

Ching ta thay 8, v6i ban tudng thuat trén, Dia thir hai rat gibng v6i Adhisila (Thang gidi) cua
Tiéu thira, 18 di nhién phai bo ngoai cac adhyasayas cta cac vi Bo-tat. Trong tap Visuddhimagga, c6
tuyén bd rang su thuc hanh cic gigi hanh dua dén thanh tinh gi¢i pham va lam cin ban ching qua Dy
lwu va Nhit lai. Trong chuong dau tdp Visuddhimagga, Ngai Buddhaghosa néi nhiéu vé cac hanh tu
hanh cua cac vi tai gia, cu si, nam tu si, nit tu si, v thém vao chuong thir hai vé 13 hanh Pau da
(Dhutanga) ma Ngai xem 14 rat can thiét dé thanh tyu cac gigi hanh mot cach vién man. Céc tap
Nikayas noi dén Sila (giéi) tirc néi dén 10 gidi va 250 cin ban gidi. Do thanh tyu vién méan cac Silas
va mot it Samadhi (Dinh) va Panna (Tué), nguoi tu hanh tré thanh mot bac Dy luu va Nhat lai. Ching
ta biét mot vi Du luu giai thoat khoi ba Samyojanas (kiét sir) va hai Anusaya (tdy mién), ta kién va
nghi. Nho 1am cho nhe bét (tanutta) ba kiét sir raga (tham), dosa (san) va moha (si), nhd doan sach céc
anusayas (tuy mién), kamaraga (duc ai) va patigha (san) va nho tu hanh thém mét it Binh va Tug,
ngudi tu hanh tro thanh mot vi Nhét lai. Trong tap Patisambhidamagga (tr.96), c6 ndi rang mot ngudi
tu hanh trong Du luu qua, Nhit lai hudng v.v... chimg duoc Annindriya (Tué cin) va cac phap d4 sin
c6 duoc biéu 1, va nhing tu twong mdi khai 16n trong tim dugc trong sach, siéu thé va hudéng dén
Niét ban. Mot vi Dy luu ciling trir diét hoan toan ditthasava (kién 1au) va ca ba lau khac dwa dén dia
nguc, cOn Mot vi Nhat lai diét trir duc 1au tho thio va mot phan hiru 1au va vé minh lau. Ngoai nhimng
qua vi phai dat duoc trong Du luu huéng, vi tu hanh phai nghi dén su vo thuong va vo nga cia nim
tha uan.

C6 hai giai doan giita Dy luu va Nhét lai dugc goi la kolamkola (kulankula=gia gia) va ekabiji
(ekavicika=Poan nhat gian). Ai diét trir ba kiét sir (samyojana), thanh tuu cac gidi hanh (sila) va thuc
hanh mot it Dinh va Tué thuong duoc goi 1a mot vi Dy luu. Vi 4y ciing duoc goi 13 sattakhattuparama
(t6i da bay 1an) vi phai sanh bay lan 1am nguoi hay chu Thién trude khi chimg Niét ban. Vi ndy khong
bao gio phai roi vao dia nguc va thé ndo ciing chimg dugc Niét ban sau khi doan trir thém hai
avarabhagiya (orambhagiya=ha phan kiét str), tirc 12 kAmacchanda (Duc 4i) va Vyapada (San) va nim
urdhvabhagiya (uddhambhagiya: cao hon) Thuong phan kiét str, tirc 1a ruparaga (sic tham), arliparaga
(v6 sic tham), auddhatya (trao ctr), mana (man) va moha (si).

M6t vi Dy luu tré thanh mot kulankula sau khi doan trir phién ndo tha ba va tht tu & Duc gi6i
va chimg dugc cac can thanh tinh hon so sanh vdi cac phién nd0. Vi ndy sé& sanh lai hai hay ba lan giita
cac chu Thién, khi 4y duoc goi 1 Devakulankula, hay gitta cac loai ngudi, khi 4y duoc goi 1a
manusyakulankula (Kosa, Il, 34). Cac tap Nikayas khong co phén biét r6 rang Du luu va Kolamkola.
Tap Visuddhimagga c6 su phan biét giita hai qua vi ndy, noi rang cic vi Kolamkolas co vipassana
(quan) va indriya (can) thudc loai trung pham, con cac vi Dy luu thudc loai ha pham.
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Giai doan ké tiép Ekabiji (Ekavicika) dugc cac tap Pali dit sau Kolamkola va trudc Nhat lai
(VI, 35-36). Theo céc tap Pali, cac vi Ekabiji hon cac vi trude vi ¢6 phét trién Dinh va Tué nhiéu hon,
nhung khong thé thanh tuu mét cach hoan toan. Tap Visuddhimagga thém ring cac vi ndy c6 loi can
(tikkhindriya), nhd vay nhitng vi ndy chi phai sanh c6 mot 1an giira loai nguoi (manusakam bhamam)
trude khi chimg Niét ban. Mot vi Nhit lai duoc dién ta twong tu, chi c6 khong néi 16 12 phai tai sanh
gitra loai nguoi hay chu Thién, cac tdp chi noi imam lokam agantva, nghia la phai tai sanh ¢ Duc gidi
va Duc giéi gom ca chu Thién va loai ngudi. DU thé ndo di nita, cac vi Nhét lai giam trir dén murc tdi
da cac phién néo raga, dosa va moha.

Tap Kosa néi rang mot vi Nht lai doan trir cac phién ndo (klesa) dén phién néo thir sau. Sau khi
d4 sanh gitta cac chu Thién, vi ndy s& duoc tai sanh gitra loai ngudi, giam trir raga, dvesa va moha dén
muc tdi da va chi con ba phién ndo thap nhat cudi cing 1a mrdvadhimatra (cuc don), mrdumadhya
(trung don) va mrdumrdu (don don). Cac vi Ekavicika dugc phan biét khac cac loai khac vi d& diét trur
phién ndo thir bay hay thi tim va chimg duoc cac indriyas (cin) dbi 1ap cac phién ndo 4y. (Kosa, VI,
36 ndi rang vici nghia 1a gian cach, cac vi nay gian cach Niét ban chi con mot lan tai sanh ma thoi.
Theo Pali, bija c6 nghia 1a hot gidng, khac hin voi nghia ctia Cau x4).

Sy phan biét Dy luu thanh ba loai cling duoc tip Lankavatana (Ling gia) noi dén. Theo tap nay,
cac vi Du luu c6 ba hang: hina (ha), madhya (trung) va visista (thuong). Céc vi & ha phan phai tai sanh
bay lan, cic vi trung phan ba hay nim lan va cac vi thuong phan (ekavicika) chi c6 mot lan thoi. Cac
kiét sir than kién, nghi va gidi cAm thi thudc vé don, trung hay loi tly theo cac hang Dy luu. Mot vi
Du luu, sau khi trir diét ba kiét sir, khong con c6 tham, san, si. O day tap Lanka (tr.119) khac voi cac
tap Tiéu thira, cac tip ndy xem Nhat lai 1am giam thiéu tham, san, si dén muc t6i da. Khi n6i dén cac vi
Nht lai, tap Lankavatara chi noi dén cac vi ndy can phai tai sanh mot 1an nira dé diét trir kho dau. Giai
doan tiép theo Nhat lai 1a Anagami (Bit lai), twong duong v6i Dia thir ba ctia cac nha Pai thira.

Prabhakari (Phat quang) hay Adhicitavihara (Thing tam tri)

Mot vi Bo-tat sau khi thanh tyu Dia tha hai va mudn budce 18n Dia thi ba can phai biét 10
cittasayas nhu sau: suddha (thanh tinh), sthira (kién tri), nirvid (nham chan), aviraga (bat tham), anivrta
(bat thdi), drdha (manh m@), uttapta (tinh tin), atrpta (khong bao gio thda man), udara (cao thuong), va
mahatmya (dai, 16n).

Trong khi & Dia thir ba, vi Bo-tat ching duoc sy vat 13 vo thuong, day dau kho, sanh diét trong
timg sat-na, vo thily vo chung va bi Iy nhan duyén chi phéi. Vi Bo-tat hiéu sy dau khd va chan chuong
phat sanh tir tham dam sy vat hitu vi, do viy cht tim chimg ngd cho dugc Nhu lai tri (Tathagatajnana)
(B.Bh. tr. 12-13), tri nay khong thé nghi nghi, vo luong, vugt ngodi moi kho dau, s hai, va chi ching
Nhu lai trf méi ctru do duoc cac chiing sanh. Roi vi Bo-tét lai tu tap thém 10 cittasayas (10 tam y).

Chtng hiéu tinh trang ndy, vi Bo-tat lai phat tAm tinh tin ctru d6 moi chiing sanh. Ngai nghi dén
moi phuong tién dé ciru d6 ching va thay rang chi c6 Anavaranavimoksajnana (B4t chudng giai thoat
tri), va tri ndy chi chimg dugc nho nghe va thuc hanh Dharma (Phap). Do vy, vi Bo-tat hudng tim tu
minh tu hanh trong chanh phap, cuong quyét hy sinh moi tai san thé gian va moi su tho hudng va
duong chiu moi sy khd cuc. (Mtu 1. 91-95, vi Bo-tat sin sang hy sinh tit ca, cho dén sinh mang, dé
nghe mot cau ké). Nay Ngai thiy ngit nghiép va than nghiép thanh tinh chua du, va can phai thuc hanh
cac Dharmas (phap) va Anudharmas (Tuy phap). V6i muc dich ay, vi Bb-tat tu hanh cac dhyanas
(Thién dinh, thién-na), bén Brahmaviharas (V6 luong tAm tic 1 tir, bi, hy, xa) va ching cac Abhijnas
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(Thang tri) tirc 1a rddhividha (Than tac thong), divyasrota (Thién nhi thong), paracittajnana (Tha tam
théng), purvanivasanusmarana (Tuc mang thong), va divyacaksu (Thién nhén thong).

Vi B-tat thay nhiéu dic Phat, nghe thuyét phap va vang theo 10i chi gido cua chu Phat. Vi 4y
biét moi phap 1a khong sanh, khdng diét, chi chiu sy chi phdi cta 1y nhan duyén. Cac Kiét sir ciia Kama
(duc), Rupa (sic), Bhava (hitu) va Avidya (v6 minh) tré thanh yéu 6t, nhimg kiét sir do ta kién d duoc
doan trir. Vi nay doan trir tham, san, si, va nhirng asayas sau nay dugc thanh tinh: ksantisauratya (nhan
nhuc thuan hau), akhilyamadhurya (ngot ngao khong chudng ngai), akopya (khong san han), aksubhita
(khdng trao cir), alubhita (khong tham), anunnamavanama (khong thich thd, khéng chan nan),
sarvakrtapratikrtanamniskanksa (khéng tham lgi tirc nhitng cong viéc minh lam), asathyamayavita
(khdng hra déi), va agahanata (khong bi mat che dau). Trong 4 nhiép phap, vi ndy hét stc thuc hanh
arthacarya (loi hanh) va trong muoi hanh Ba-la-mét, tu hanh nhin nhuc Ba-la-mat, cht khong tu cac
hanh khac.

Trong su dién ta Dia thir ba ndy, ching ta nhan thiy cac vi Bo-tat, ngoai nhitng dic tanh hy hitu
riéng biét ctia minh, bt dau thuc hanh tdm Dhyanas (Thién-na), 4 vo lugng tim va sau thang tri. Cac
kiét str lién hé dén Kama (Duc), Ripa (Sic), Bhava (Hiru) va Avidya (V6 minh) tro thanh yéu ot va
kiét str 1ién hé dén ta kién d3 duoc doan trir. Tham, sin va si hoan toan duoc trir diét.

Trong hé thong Tiéu thira ciing viy, mot nha tu hanh, sau khi thanh tuu cac Sila (gioi), cb ging
tién 1én cac cip bac cao hon bing cach tu hanh thién dinh dé phat trién tam tri. Tap Visuddhimagga
(chuong II) ndi day du cac chi tiét nhitng phuong phap tu hanh dugc phan loai vao Samadhi (Thién
dinh). D6 1a 4 Thién sic gi6i (rupajhana), 4 vo sic thién (arupajhana), 10 Anussatis (t0y niém), va 6
abhinnas (Thang tri). Tt ca nhu chung ta s& thiy, déu duwoc nam vao trong Dia th ba. Tap
Visuddhimagga ciing néi cho chung ta duoc biét, mot ngudi tu hanh, sau khi tu cac thién dinh, sé& tro
thanh mot vi Bt lai, nghia 1a mot vi khong con sanh vao Duc gidi. Vi nay doan trir 5 orambhagiyas:
Than kién, nghi, gidi cam thu, ai va san, doan trir hoan toan tham, san, si, dut han Duc 1au va mét phan
Hiru 1au va VO minh lau (Patis. M, tr.118). Vi ndy s& duoc hoa sanh va chimg Niét ban.

C4c vi A na ham (B4t lai) duoc phan loai thanh nim hang nhu sau:

1 - Antaraparinibbayi (Trung bat Niét ban) = Nhing vi tu hanh dé diét trir 5 thuong phan kiét st
lién khi méi sanh va trude khi dén nira tudi doi.

2 - Upahacca (Sanh bat Niét ban hay T6n hai bat Niét ban hay Upapadya ctia Kosa) = Nhitng vi
tu hanh dé diét trir 5 thuong phan kiét sir sau khi nira tudi doi cho dén trudce khi gan chét.

3 - Asankharaparinibbayi (V6 hanh bat Niét ban) la nhimg vi ching Niét ban bang cach diét trir
c4c phién ndo khong nhiéu kho khan va khéng nhiéu cb ging. Tap Kosa giai thich 12 nhiing vi chtng
Niét ban khong nhiéu c¢b gang vi nhiing vi ndy khéng tinh tin (VI, tr.211). Tap Anguttaranikaya (Tang
nhét bo kinh) giai thich khac hon. Tap ndy xem rang nhiing ai thanh tyu Thién thi tu, tu hanh 5 luc va
5 can, va ching Niét ban trong doi ndy goi 12 asankharaparinibhayi. (11, tr.156).

4 - Sasankharaparinibbayi (Hiru hanh bat Niét ban) Ia nhitng vi ching Niét ban bang cach diét
trir cac phién ndo mot cach nhidu kho khan va nhiéu nd lyc (Vis. M. tr. 453). Tap Kosa giai thich 1a
nhitng vi ching Niét ban khéng bao gid sao nhang sy thuc hanh vi nhitng vi ndy rat tinh tan. Tap
Anguttaranikaya giai thich 1a nhitng vi xem than thé 1a asubha (bt tinh), d6 an 1a gém ghiéc va moi
phap hiru vi 1a ghé tom. Cac vi ndy suy tu trén tanh vo thudng cla su vat va cua su chét va khién tam
tri dugc kién tri. C&c vi nay tu tap 5 luc va 5 can (Anguttara, II, tr.156. Kosa VI, tr. 212). Cac vi A na
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ham (bat lai) hang 1 va 4 c6 can, hang 2 va 3 c6 don can, hang 3 va 4 tu Thién dinh, con hang 1 va 2
thoi khong néi dén tu Thién dinh.

5 - Uddhamsota Akanitthagami (Thuong luu sic ctru canh thién hanh) Ia nhimg vi A la ham
chua chimg Niét ban khi con ¢ trong Aviha (V6 phién thién), tu dan 1én cao cho dén khi ching sic ciru
canh thién va tir ddy nhap Niét ban (xem Kosa - VI, 37, tr. 213 v& hai hang Thuong luu Urdhvassotas:
Akanisthaga va Naivasamjnanasamjnayatanaga).

Nhu vy ching ta thdy A na ham Tiéu thira tuong duong voi Dai thira Dia thi ba.

Sy thye hanh cac Dia th tu, th nim va tht siu trong duong voi sy tu hanh Adhipanna (Thing
tug) ctia Tiéu thira. Trong tip Bodhisattvabhiimi, ba Dia dat trong Adhipannavihara (Thing tué trir), 1y
do vi vi Bo-tat chimg Prajna (Tué) bang ba phuong tién khac nhau: cac phap Bo dé phan, T dé va ly
Duyén khéi. Cho nén vihara nay dugc chia lam ba:

1- Bodhipaksyapratisamyuktadhiprajnavihara: Bo dé phan twong tGng thing tué tra. Sy tu hanh
tri tué theo cac phap B dé phan.

2- Satyapratisamyuktadhiprajnavihara: Dé tuong tng Thang tué tr. Sy tu hanh tri tué theo cac
phap T dé.

3- Pratityasamutpadapratisamyukadhiprajna: Duyén khoi twong ung Thing tué tri. Sy tu hanh
tri tué¢ theo Duyén khoi.

Arsismati (Diém hu¢) hay Bodhipaksyapratisamyuktadhiprajnavihara (Bé dé phan twong
rng Thing tué tru)

Mot vi Bo-tat di tir Dia thir ba qua Dija thir tu sau khi chimg 10 Dharmalokas (Phap quang),
nghia 1a sau khi ching hiéu sattvadhatu (chdng sanh giéi), lokadhatu (thé gi6i), dharmadhatu (phép
gi6i), akasadhatu (khdng gioi), vijnanadhatu (thic gisi), kamadhatu (duc gidi), rupadhatu (sic gioi),
aropyadhatu (v0 sic giéi), udaradhyasa-yadhimuktidhatu (cao thuwong ¥ nguyén gigi) va
mahatmyadhyasayadhimuktidhatu (dai y nguyén gidi).

Vi ndy tré thanh mot phan tir thudn tay trong dai gia dinh Nhu Lai, nho thanh tyu nhimg dic
tanh sau nay: tim nguyén bat khuat, tin twong chan thanh vao Tam béo, nhdn thic 18 rang tanh sanh
diét ctia cac phap hiru vi, thuc hanh bt sanh cua sy vat, khtr lai cta thé gidi, cua luan hoi va Niét ban,
hanh dong cua cac chung sanh trong moi gioi.

Vi Bo-tat thuc hanh 4 Nhiép phap, c6 ging tao nhidu cong dirc hon nita, gin giir cac cong dic
d4 tao tac va khdng 1am cac &c hanh, thuc hanh céc than tac, 5 can, 5 luc, 7 giac chi va 8 dao. O dia
nay, vi Bo-tat tir bo than kién va cac tdm sé twong tmg va chi 1am nhitng hanh dua t&i chanh giéc.

Khi vi Bo-tat ching duoc cac dic tanh cua Dia ndy, tdm tri tro thanh uyén chuyén hon, céac
nguyén manh mé hon, 10ng tir d6i v&i chiing sanh 16n hon va két qua 13 vi Bb-tat cang ngay cang tinh
tAn. Cac nghi van duoc tiéu trir va CAc cittasayas tré thanh vo lugng.

Nay vi Bo-tat tho gidi, cac Kusalamulas (cin ban thién) cang ngay cang trong sach. Trong 4
Nhiép phap, vi ndy phét trién Samanathatd (Pong sy), va thuc hanh Viryaparanimita (tinh tan Ba-la-
mat) cua 10 Ba-la-mat.
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Sudubjaya hay Satyapratisamyuktadhiprajnavihara (Nan thing dia hay dé twong ing
thang tué tru)

Vi Bo-tat di tir Dia thr tr dén Dia thir nim bang cach tu tap cittasayavisuddhisamata (thanh tinh
binh dang tAm nguyén), lién hé dén 10 van dé nhu sau: gido 1y ciia chu Phat qua kht, hién tai va tuong
lai, gioi, dinh, doan trir ta Kién va nghi, hiéu hét chanh dao va ta dao, thuyc hanh cac pham Bo d? giac
chi va bon phan nang cao doi song gidi hanh cua ching sanh.

Trong Dia ndy, do su thuc hanh lién tuc cac phap tro dao khac, su chimg dic mot tim ¥ con
thanh tinh hon su gidc ngd chon nhu tanh (tathatva) cia moi phap vasu tang trudng nguyén luc cua
minh, 10ng tir bi v.v..., vi Bo-tat hiéu Iy Tt dé va tré thanh tinh luyén trong sy hiéu biét vé:

- Samvrti (Tuc dé), nho lo ling dén sy ao wdc mong maéi cia cac chung sanh khéc;

- Paramartha (Chon dé), nho chi thue hién mot con duong (Marga=Dao);

- Sy that vé tudng (laksana), nho chirng dugce nhitng dac tdnh di dong va dac biét ctua sy vat
(svasamanyalaksana);

- Sur that vé phan tich (vibhaya), nho biét sy chia ché cac phép;

- Sur that vé doan trir (nistirana), nhd biét didu kién cac udn, xt, v.v...

- Sy that vé su vat (vastu), nho dé than tdm chiu dung moi phién nao;

- Sur that vé sanh khai (prabhava), nhd cac tho sanh;

- Sur that vé diét va bat sanh (ksayanutpada), do su doan diét hoan toan moi su dau kho;

- Sur that vé hiéu biét con duong (margajnanavatara= Dao tri nhap); va

- Sy that vé sy tap khai Nhu lai tri (Tathagatajnanasamudaya), nho giac ngd thuc tri trong moi
chi tiét va nho theo Bo-tat dia (bodhisattvabhl mis).

Nho biét su that, vi Bo-tat giac ngd duoc moi phap hiru vi 1a v ngd, khong that cé, thuong x6t
ching sanh ngu xuan, phai chiu luan hoi sanh tir va kho dau vi khong biét sy that. Vi Bo-tat phat
nguyén hoi hudng tit ca cong dirc ciia minh cho hanh phic, su tu tip va sy giai thoat cudi cling cho
moi loai chung sanh.

Trong Dia ndy, vi Bo-tat trg thanh smrtiman, nghia 14 khong bi hoang mang; matiman, vi c6
thanh tinh tri; gatiman, vi hiéu mot ban kinh duoc thuyét vi muc dich gi, hriman, tu bao tri cho minh
va cho nguoi khac; dhrtiman, vi thuc hanh cac gidi luat, va buddhiman, vi tinh luyén trong viéc xac
chtng cai gi thich hop hay khong thich hop va nhiéu sy viéc khac nira. Long ao wdc va chi nhiét thanh
muén dugc thém cong dirc cang ngay cang manh liét hon. Vi Bo-tat 1am moi ngudi hoan hy bang cach
thuc hanh 4 nhiép phap, hién dién bang sic than, bang thuyét phap vé cac hanh Ba-la-mat, vé Dai tanh
ciia Nhu Lai, vé cac 4c hanh cua thé gidi, vé cong dirc thanh tuu Phat tri va vé 1am cac than thang.
Mudn tuyén duong Phat phap, vi Bo-tat cling hoc cac thé phap nhu toan hoc, y hoc, thi van, kich nghé¢,
ky thuat 1am sat, thién van hoc v.v...

Vi Bd-tat dién kién cac dirc Phat, nghe cac Ngai thuyét phap, tir bo thé tuc va tré thanh mot vi
Dharmabhanaka (thuyét phap). Trong 10 Ba-la-mat vi Bo-tat wa nhat Thién Ba-la-mat.
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Abhimukhi (Hién tién dia) hay Pratiyasamutpadapratisamyuktadhiprajnavihara (Duyén
khéi twong wng thwong tri tru)

Vi Bo-téat, sau khi thanh tyu cac Margas (Pao), budc qua Dia tht sau va ching 10 binh dang
tanh, nghia 1a cac phap déu binh dang vi cac phap la:

1) animitta (v tudng),

2) alaksana (v0 tanh),

3) anutpada (v6 khoi),

4) ajata (v6 sanh),

5) vivikta (thoat ly),

6) adivisuddha (thanh tinh tir ban dau),

7) nisprapanca (vo hy luan),

8) anyuha-nirytha (bat thi, bat xa),

9) mayasvapnapratibhasapratisrutkopamra (giéng nhu huyén méng, vong thanh),
10) bhavabhavadvaya (phi hiru phi vo).

Nho quan sat sy vat nhu vdy, vi Bo-tat, nho tham tin, 1én duoc Dia thtr sau, nhung chwa ching
anutpattikadharmaksanti (v6 sanh phap nhan=tin su vat tu tanh 13 bat sanh). Vi ning 10ng Dai tir, vi
Bo-tat thwong x6t cac ching sanh, vi vd minh che lap, xem sy vat & doi 1a ¢6 sanh, ¢ diét va ¢ nga.
Vi khéng hiéu su that, ching theo ta dao, bi thién va bat thién chi phéi, va do viy c6 nhing
abhisamskaras (hanh). Tam ching tir (cittabija) do hanh tao ra tr¢ thanh lau nhiém (sasrava), day
nhitng chap thii (upadana), va tao ra sanh, 130 tir va tai sanh. Rdi do thic thudc vé karmaksetra (Nghiép
dién), tirc 1a vO minh va ai, mot ludi ta kién duoc dét vao, va tir d6 sinh ra namarupa (danh sic); tir
danh séc, tiép tuc khai 1én 5 giac quan, xc, tho, thu hudng (abhinandana), twong ung véi trsna (ai),
upadana (tht) bhava (hitu), va 5 uan phén chia theo 5 loai chiing sanh (gatipancaka). C4c chling sanh
nay roi roi vao 130, wu bi khd no v.v... Vi Bo-tat hiéu rang khong c6 ngudi tao ra nhiing diéu trén, vi
moi sur vat ty tanh khong duoc tao sanh boi sirc manh ndo hét (anabhoga, santilaksana), roi diét mat va
khéng c6 ai diét chiing. Vi Bo-téat lai ching ngd, khong hiéu sy that t6i thuong 13 vo minh va vd minh
la nhan phat sinh hanh (samkara), hanh phat sinh tam thuc (citta-vijnana), dau tién cau hiru véi 4 tha
uan (upadana- skandha), tir diy sanh ra danh sic (ndma-ripa) va dit din dén khd uan. Cay dau khod
khai 16n, khong co ngudi tao tac hay tho huong (karakavedakasahita). Cho nén vi Bo-tat ching ngd ba
gioi 1a duy thice (cittamatram yad idam traidhatu kam).

Do hiéu 1y nhan duy@n tir mudi vi tri, va vi tin tudng khong c6 nguoi lam hay ngudi tho hudng,
khéng c6 vi tao chu (asvamika), va moi sy vat déu bi 1y nhan duyén chi phdi, khong cé thyc chat, xa
lia tat ca va tu tanh khong hién hiru, vi Bd-tat chimg duoc siinyata-vimoksamukha (thoét Iy khoikhong
tanh). Do hiéu dugc cac bhavangas (nhitng méc ndi trong day chuyén nhan duyén) tu tanh 1a doan diét
(svabhava-nirodha), vi Bo-tat khdng phan biét dharmanimitta (phép tuéng) nio va nhu vay ching
dugc animitta-vimoksamukha (v6 tuéng giai thoat). Cudi ciing, nhd hiéu dugc stnyata (khong tudng)
va animittatd (vo tuéng) cua tat ca bhavangas, vi Bo-tat that tinh khong thiy su giai thoat gi (vimoksa),
du hinh nhu té ra dang 1am nhu vay vi long thuong x6t vo lugng ching sanh; nho vay, vi nay chung
dugc apranihita-vimoksamukha (v6 nguyén giai thoat). Ludn ludn dé cao long dai tir, vi Bo-tat thanh
tru vien man cac pham tro dao con lai, va tin tudng cac samskaras duoc tac thanh boi nhimg phan tir
ma ty tanh 12 bat sanh bat diét, vi Bo-tat hudng tAm vé Asangajnana (vO tham diéu tri), goi 1a
Prajnaparamitavihara (Bat nha Ba-la-mat tra) va tu tip phat trién tri &y mot cach manh mé. Nay vi Bo-
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tat tu hanh moi loai thién dinh vé stunyata (hu khéng), animitta (v6 tuéng) va apranihita (vd nguyén) va
tu tap 10 asayas dé tién dan 1én cac qua vi cao hon va khoi c¢6 thé roi vao Thanh vin hay Poc giéc.
Trong 10 Ba-la-mat, vi Bo-tat tu tap Bat nhd Ba-la-mat.

Mot vi Bd-tat nho di ngang qua cac Dia ndy, chimg dugc moi dic tanh cua vi A-la-han, ngoai
nhitng dic tanh can thiét cho mot vi Bo-tat. Nay vi Bo-tat tro thanh mot vi A-la-han, vi nhu tap
Lankavatara (nhap Ling gia) dd noi, vi Bo-tat d thoat khoi moi vong tuong (vikalpa) vé dhyana
(thién), dheya (ddi twong cua thién), samadhi (dinh), vimoksa (giai thoat), bala (luc), abhijna (thing
tri), klesa (phién néo) va Dukkha (kho).

Theo céc nha Tiéu thira, nguoi tu hanh khi thanh tyu cac hanh Bat nh4, tro thanh mot vi A-la-
han. Ngai Buddhaghosa danh 20 chwong cudi cua tdp Visuddhimagga dé giai thich moi van dé lién
quan dén Pannabhimi (Bat nha dia). Trong Dia ndy (Vis, tr.443-587) ngudi tu hanh dugc xem I phai
nghién ciru, phan tich 5 uan, 12 xt, 20 cin, 4 dé va 12 nhan duyén. Day chi 1a budc dau cua sy tu tip
vé Pannabhami. Nho cac phap mon nay, nguoi tu hanh thanh tyu vién man Bhavanamarga (Tu dao vi).
Chung ta d4 thiy, tu dao vi bat dau tir sat-na thir 16, nghia 1a sat-na cudi cling ctia Darsana-marga
(Kién dao vi) khi nguoi tu hanh tré thanh bac Dy luu (srotapanna). Nhu vy ngudi tu hanh, trong khi
tién dan qua cac vi tri giai thoat, thanh twu vién man gidi thanh tinh va dinh thanh tinh v mét phan tué
thanh tinh. Cac Visuddhis (thanh tinh vi) nay nhu dugc phan loai trong tap Visuddhimagga (tr. 443,
587 v.v...) va tap Abhidhammatthasangaha (Comp. Of Phil. Tr.65 v.v...) gdm c6 Ditthivisuddhi (Kién
thanh tinh), Kankhavitaranavimsudhi (Boan nghi thanh tinh: 16 loai nghi thudc qua khir, hién tai, vi lai
déu duoc diét trir), Maggamaggananadassanavisudbhi (Pao phi dao tu kién thanh tinh: Thanh tinh do
tri kién phan biét rd rang chanh dao va phi dao), Patipadanana dassanavisuddhi (Hanh dao tri kién
thanh tinh = Tri Kién thanh tinh trong khi hanh dao) va nanadassanavisuddhi (Tri kién thanh tinh)
(Ngai Buddhaghosa goi 5 visuddhi nay la sarira (thén) va sila va cittavisuddhi la mula (can ban), Vis.
M. tr.443).

Trong giai doan A-la-han, vi tu hanh doan trir 5 thuong ph?m kiét st con lai, moi phién ndo
(kilesas), 1au hoic (asavas) va cubi cting hiéu rd chan y nghia cta 4 D¢, nghia 1 dugc gidc ngd, tm tri
hoan toan giai thoat. Vi Bo-tat khdng con phai tai sanh va s& chimg Niét ban. Su giai thoat ndy cua cac
vi A-la-han ciing duoc cac tic pham Prajnaparamita va cac pham Dai thira khac x4c nhan. Doan vin
dugc ta dai khai nhu sau: mot vi A-la-han 1 ksinasrava (lau hodc trir), Nisklesa (phién ndo doan),
Vasibhuta (tu diéu tu phuc), Suvimuktacitta (tdm tri giai thoat), Suvimuktaprajna (tri tu¢ giai thoat),
ajaneya (khé duogc tac thanh), Kstakrtya (44 lam nhimg viéc dang 1am) Apahrtabhara (44 ha xubng
ganh ning 5 udn), Anupraptasvakartha (thanh tuu vién midn muc dich doi song) va
Pariksinabhavasamyojana (giai thoat moi kiét sir tai sanh).

Tuong duong véi hai hang Dy luu goi 1a Saddhanusari (Tin hanh) va Dhammanusari (Phap
hanh), cac vi A-la-han ciing duoc chia thanh hai hang: Ubhatobhagavimukta (Song phan nhép taim giai
thoat) va Pannavimutta (Hué giai thoat). Hang dau 1a nhitng vi da thanh tuu 8 giai thoat va diét trir cac
lau hodc nho tri tué (Panna). Hang thkr hai 1a nhitng vi chua thanh tuu 8 giai thoat nhung d& doan tru
cac lau hodc nho tri tué.

Hinh nhu tit ca cac vi A-la-han khdng ching duoc Patisambhidas (V6 ngai giai), con vi Bo-tat
thanh tyu phap ndy cing voi cac phap khac, vao dia tht chin. Chung ta ciing thuong tim thidy mot vi
A-la-han chung dugc Patisambhidas thuong duoc dic biét dién ta la Sahapatisambhida
arahattampapuni (thanh tyu A-la-han qua vai vo ngai giai).
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Vi dia thur sau, Su so sanh gitra cac vi thu Tiéu thira va Dai thira cua chung ta dugc cham dut. 4
Dia con lai khong lién hé gi véi phuong phap tu hanh Tiéu thira va cic qua vi ma mot vi Bo-tat ¢b
gang thyc hanh cac cong hanh thudc 4 Dia nay khong duoc cic nha Tiéu thira biét dén. Tur Dia tha bay
trg di, that sy bat dau sy cb ging cia vi Bo-tat dé chimg Dharmastinyata (Phap khong). Nirnimittata
(V6 tudng) cia su vat do chung ta nhan thitc. VA bdn dia sau cling chi néu rd sy phat trién tuin tu tri
tué cua vi Bo-tat cho dén khi chung duoc Tathagatabhumi (Nhu lai Pia). O Dia ndy, vi Bo-tat tro
thanh dirc Nhu Lai vién man va dong nhét v6i cac dirc Nhu Lai khac. Céc vi Tiéu thira 18 di nhién dat
duc Phat 1én dia vi toi cao v&i nhitng than luc va siéu tanh dic biét, mot sb than luc va siéu tanh nay
dugc tim thiy trong 4 Dia cubi clng.

Durangama (vién hanh dia) hay Sabhisamskarasabhoganirnimitavihara
Mot vi Bo-tat, sau khi thanh tyu Bo-tat dao, budc vao Dia tht bay. Vi ndy bit ddu budc vao mot

con duong khac biét, cao thuong hon va duoc 10 loai Upayaprajnajnana (Phuong tién Bat nhd tri) (B.
Bh, tr.19) nhu sau: Vi Bo-tat:

I- (a) Ching dugc mot tam tri thanh thuc tu quan chon khong, vo tudng, vo nguyén; (b) to ra
nhu d& thanh tuu vo lugng cong dirc va tri tugé.

l1- (a) Hiéu v6 ngd tanh cia moi phap; (b) khong tir bo 4 vo luong tam: tir, bi, hy, xa.
l11- (a) Lya chon nhiing cong dirc thi thing nhat; (b) khéng bam vao bt ctr phap no.
IV- (a) an tra thoat ly khéi ba gidi; (b) néu rd nhitng viéc minh lam trong ba giéi.

V- (a) Ty giai thoat hoan toan moi phién ndo; (b) 1am moi hanh nghiép can thiét dé loai trir
tham sé&n cua moi ching sanh.

VI- (a) Chimg dugc tanh bat nhi (advaya) cia moi su vat nhu 13 bao anh, tiéng vong; (b) néu rd
nhitng hoat dong sai khac, nhitng phan biét va v lugng dai nguyén cua minh.

VII- Phét trién mét tam tri ¥ thie dugc binh dang tanh cia moi Phat sat.

VIII- (a) Thé nhap vao phép than ciia moi dirc Phat; (b) cling hién sic than voi cic tudng sai
bigt.

IX- Chimg duogc tiéng noéi ciia Nhu Lai; va

X- (a) Trong mét sat-na, phan biét dugc qua khir, hién tai, vi lai (ekaksanatryadhvanubodham);
(b) hién than trai qua nhiéu kiép dé ctru d6 moi loai.

Cho dén mét sat-na, khdng bao gio roi khoi margaabhinirhara (hanh dong hé thude vé con
duong) va jnanabhinirrhara (hanh dong hé thudc vé tri). Vi Bo-tat thanh tuu moi Ba-la-mat va 4 nhiép
phap, bén adhisthanas (Tt dic x) va 37 Bo dé phan: Vi Bd-tat thanh tyu than nghiép, khau nghiép
thanh tinh, lién hé véi Bo-tat nguyén, 10 thién hanh cac dirc Phat va lam moi thé su lién quan dén nghé
thuat va cong nghé (silpasthana-karmasthana) da duoc thanh tyu trong Dia thr nim. Nay vi Bo-tat tro
thanh Dao su cho ba gidi, va khong ai c6 thé sanh bang vé asaya (hudng), prayoga (tinh tan), 1& di
nhién trir cac vi Bo-tat & cac Dja cao hon. Vi Bi-tat nay co trude mit minh tat ca dhyanas (thién),
samadhis (dinh), samapattis (thanh twu phap), abhijnas (thing tri), va vimoksas (giai thoat), cac phap
nay sé duoc vi Bo-tat thanh tuu trong cac Dia ké tiép. Nay vi Bo-tat tu hanh nhiéu thién dinh
(samadhi), vuot khoi cac Thanh vin Dia va Doc giac Dia, va tién gan dén Prajnajnanavicaranabhumi
(Bat nha tri bién sat dia) (Dasa; tr. 60)
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Vi Bo-tat ching Nirodha (Diét) trong Dia tht sau, va trong Dia thi bay, vi ndy nhap vao va
Xuit ra Nirodha, nhung dimg tuéng 1am vi iy bi Nirodha chi phdi, vi da vuot 1én trén Vitarkadosa
(TAm qua = suy tdm sai lac) cua vi Thanh vin nghia 1a xem Nirodha (Diét) nhu 13 samskrtatyanta
vyupasama (su doan diét rdt rao cac phap hiru vi). Pay 1a mot wu diém cua cac vi Bo-tat 1a nhing vi
nay dat toi va an trd trong Bhutakotivihara (Tra w chdn té: trang thai cudi cling cothé co dugc cia lodi
hitu tinh), nhung khong bao gid bi Nirodha chi phdi.

Day du voi Dai luc, thién dinh va phuong tién tri, vi Bo-tat hién ra ¢ doi, néu rd dai nguyén cia
minh huéng dén Niét ban, va ludn ludn cd mot sé 16n dé tir bao vay, nhung vi Bo-tat thoét ly tat ca,
khong bi chi phdi anh hudng gi. Do nguyén lyc (pranidhana) ciia minh, vi Bo-tat hién ra trong ba gidi
(tri-dhatu) dé ciru kho chiing sanh, nhung khong bi nhiém 6 bai thé tinh. DU ¢d Phat tri, vi Bo-tat ty to
nhu minh thugc Thanh van thira hay Doc giac thira cho dén nhu bi ludi mara bao vay va bi ngoai dao
chi phdi, hodc ty ly khai chanh phap, theo 1& nghi thé tuc hay hudng nhimng lac thii nhan thién.

Vi Bd-tat dién kién nhiéu dirc Phat, nghe phap va vang theo 1oi chi day cua cac Ngai. Long tin
cta vi Bo-tat vao Gambhiradharmaksanti (thAm phap nhin) dugc thanh tinh. Vi ndy thuc hanh hanh
Upayakausalya paramita (Phuong tién thién xao Ba-la-mat).

Acala (Bat dong Dia) hay Anabhoganirnimitta-vinara (Vo quan vé twéng tri)

Mot vi Bo-tat, sau khi thanh tyu bay Dia, 1am cho Marga (Pao) thanh tinh nho tri va phuong
tién chat chira cong dtrc, phat dai nguyén, an tra vao bdn adhisthana: Tt dirc xtr (satya, tyaga, upasama
va prajna= chan, thi, tich va tri) v.v..., vi Bo-tat hiéu moi phap 1 bat sanh, bat diét, bt ting, bat giam,
tu tanh khong that c6, chung thi bon mat déu gidng nhau. Tém lai, vi Bd-tat hiéu duoc Tathatd (nhu
thuc tanh) ciia moi vat. Vi nay vuot qua moi bién ké s¢ chdp do tdm va thic ciu tao, biét duoc moi
phap giéng nhu hu khong va nhd vy an trii vao Anutpattikadharmaksanti (V6 sanh phap nhan) (B. Bh.
Tr.21. Mtu; tr.136); khi chirng duoc Ksanti (nhan), vi 4y an tri vao Dia tht tim (Acald) va vuot ngodi
moi tho hudng. Vi Bo-tat ching cac phap 13 Andbhoga (Bt tu duy, v quan niém), do vay khong c6
au lo, vi su vat lién hé dén than, khau, y déu giai thoat khoi moi bién ké s& chdp va an trd trong
Vipaka-dharma (Di thuc phap). Su that, vi Bo-tat khong thuc hanh gisi phap ctia chu Phat, chu vi Bo-
tat va Thanh van.

Nay chu Phét bao vi Bo-tat phai thanh tuu 10 luc, 4 v6 s6 ay tir truée chua chimg dic va dé y
dén trang thai bat an, si m@, phién nfo vé tim tri cia chiing sanh. Roi vi Bé-tat dugc nhéc lai mot trong
nhitng dai nguyén xua ctia minh 1a Phép tanh (Dharmata, tAnh bat sanh, bat tra, bat diét ctia cac phap),
khong phai chi riéng cho dirc Nhu Lai, ma cac vi Thanh van, Doc giac déu phai chung ngd. Chu Phat
lai khuy@n vi Bb-tat c6 ging dé dugc nhu cac Ngai vo luong than, tri, thé gidi, hdo quang, &m thanh va
tir chi thanh tinh, phap gidi, Phat sat, chiing sanh va vo luong vo sd phap khiap muoi phuong thé gisi.
Sy chimg dic nhitng phap "v6 luong" nhu vay, rit co gia tri, thing xa moi cong duc va tri dic chimg
dugc trong 7 Dia trude, vi moi cong duc va tri dic tir trude chimg duoc 14 do su tinh tin dung cong
(sabhoga-karmana), con trong Pia nay, cac cong dtrc va tri drc tur nhién chirmg duoc.

Vi ching dugc mot cach tu nhién thién xao phuong tién tri (upayakausalyajnana) va tuy thuoc
két qua su cb ging dé chimg nhat thé tri, vi Bo-tat biét dugc nhu thé ndo va khi ndo mot thé gidi duoc
tac thanh, tiép tuc ton tai roi hoai diét va nghiép nao chiu trach nhiém két qua dy. Vi Bo-tat biét duoc
nhu thé ndo va khi ndo mét thé gidi duoc tac thanh, tiép tuc ton tai roi hoai diét va nghiép nao chiu
trach nhiém két qua 4y. Vi Bo-tat biét dugc moi chi tiét 16n nho cua 4 Pai: dja thity hoa phong, cac
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loai chiing sanh va nghiép qua cua ching. Sy hiéu hét chi ly nhu vay rat can cho vi Bo-tat, Vi vi nay
phai hién ra giita cac ching sanh, thit gibng mot loai chung sanh dé cho cac ching sanh cam thiy vi ay
la mot loai véi chiing va mdi chung sanh déu cam thiy c6 thé thanh Phat.

Vi Bo-tat phét trién 10 vasitas (tu tai) dbi v6i ayu (tudi tho), cetas (tAm tri), pariskara (tai vat),
karma (nghiép), upapatti (sanh), adhimukti (giai thoat), pranidhana (nguyén), rddhi (than théng),
dharma (phép) va jnana (tri).

Vi Bo-tat trong giai doan nay duoc xem nhu chimg duoc vo lugng, vo bién, v ty tri tué va
hanh nghiép bao gid ciing trong sach. Nay vi Bo-tat thanh tyu dugc cac pranidhanas (nguyén),
adhisthanas (duc tr), paramitas (Ba-la-mat), mahamaitri (Dai tir), maha karuna (Pai bi), dharana (téng
tri), pratibhana (bién tai) v.v...Tom lai, tat ca cac phap thanh tyu mot dic Phat. Do viy, dia nay duoc
goi 1a Acala (Bat dong) va vi Bo-tat khong thé thdi lui dia nay (avivartyabhumi). Nay vi Bo-tat tro
thanh mot don vi trong gia dinh Nhu Lai, va c6 thé duoc xem thudc gia toc dirc Phat. Tir nay, vi Bo-tat
luén ludn duge chu thién va than kim cang hau can.

Sadhumati (Thién tué) hay Pratisamvidvihara (V6 ngai bién tru)

Vi Bo-tat sau khi thanh tuu va phét trién vo luong tri, cic tong tri, thién dinh, thuong tri, hiéu
biét chi ly cac thé gidi, luc, va cac vO so Gy ciia dic Nhu Lai da n6i trong Dia trude, nay budce vao Dia
thir chin. Trong giai doan ndy, vi Bo-tat biét ding dan cac phap 1a thién, bat thién hay vé6 ky, thanh tinh
hay khong thanh tinh, thé tuc hay siéu viét, tuong tuong hay khong thé tuong tugng, dinh phap hay bét
dinh phap, hiru vi hay vo vi. Vi Bd-tat biét nhitng bén phan ctua Thanh vin, Doc gidc, Bo-tat va Nhu
Lai Dia. Nho thong minh nhu vy, vi Bb-tat biét mot cach ding dan nhimg tip tuc hay dic tanh tu
tudng ciia chung sanh, nhitng phién nfo, hanh nghiép, cin, nguyén, gidi (dhatu), ao wdc va y dinh
(asayanusaya), tai sanh tly theo wdc mudn (vasananusandhi) va nhimng rasis (gotra=chung toc) cua
nhitng ching sanh nay. Vi Bo-tat biét tanh sai biét ciia cac tam tri, phién ndo va nghiép v.v...

Vi Bo-tat trong Dia nay da c6 thé biét mot cach ty mi muc dich va nhitng duc tanh ciia mdi mot
ching sanh va c6 thé quyét dinh phuong phap hudng din mét chung sanh dén dich. Do vay, vi Bo-tat
thay d6i phuong phap gido huin ctia minh ty theo su nhan xét cia minh.

Vi Bo-tat ciing dong vai mot vi Dharmabhanaka (giang phap su) dé gin giir 1oi day cua bac Dao
su. Vi vO luong tri tué cua minh, vi Bo-tat giang phap theo nhiéu phuwong phap va ap dung 4 phap vo
ngai bién. Nho ding 4 phép bién tai ndy va hoat dong nhu mot Phap su, vi Bo-tat tro thanh mot kho
tang gin giit 101 day chanh phéap. Day du nhitng dharanis (tong tri) va pratibhanas (thuyét phap), vi Bo-
tat thuyét phap cho chung sanh trong moi thé giéi va phuong phap giang day rat linh dong va khac
biét. Ciing trong Dija ndy, vi Bo-tat Vin tu tp trén con dudng tién trién tam linh va khéng bao gio ra
khoi tim mét cia chu Phat. Vi Bo-tat tu tap hanh balaparamita (luc Ba-la-mat). Néu mudn, vi Bo-tat
nay c6 thé tro thanh Maha-Brahma (Pai pham thién).

Dharmamehga (Phéap van dia) hay Parama-vihara (Téi thuong tri)

Vi Bo-tat, khi thanh tuu cac bon phan trong Dia thir chin, budc vao Dia thir mudi. Nay vi Bo-tat
diéu luyén trong vo s6 thién dinh, va nho vy, mot hoa sen huy hoang va to 16n hién ra, va vi Bo-tat tu
thdy minh ngdi trén dai sen 4y, v6éi thdn hdo quang sang chdi va nhap dinh Sarvajnajnana
Visesabhiseka (Nhat thé tri tri), xung quanh c6 v sé Bd-tat con ¢ trong chin Dja trudc bao viy va
huéng nhin dén minh. Hao quang ty than chiéu sang va khién moi chiing sanh hoan hy. Khi vi Bo-tat
ngdi trén tda sen, hao quang tir cac doc Nhu Lai chiéu dén va tin phong vi Bo-tat thanh
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Samyasambuddha (chanh dang giac), didy du nhat thé tri va do vay, Dia nay duoc goi 1a
Abhisekabhumi (Quéan danh dia). Nay vi ndy biét rd rang thé gidi cac phap thé gian sanh diét nhu thé
nao, vo luong hanh cia mot dirc Phat, vo luong giai thoat mén cua vi Bo-tat (Bodhisattva-vimoksa
mukha), c&c thién dinh va cac chl thuat dharani v.v... Nay vi dy duoc cu tac Smrti-kausalya (Niém
thién x40) nén co thé thau nhan tit ca may phap (Dharmamegha) do v6 lugng Phat thAm nhuan. Vi ndy
c6 thé van dung moi loai than thong. O trong Dia ndy, vi Bo-tat phat huy jnana-paramita (Tri Ba-la-
mat). Chinh sau Dia thir mudi ma mot vi Bo-tat trg thanh dtrc Nhu Lai (Tathagata), va do vay tap
Lankavatara (Nhap lang gia) goi Dia nay la Tathagatabhumi (Nhu lai Dia). Tap Satasahasrika (Bach
thién tung tang 1472) ciing ghi nhan mot vi Bo-tat o dia thir 10 duoc goi 1a Tathagata (Nhu lai).

O vin hoc Tiéu thira, khong c6 dé cap dén 4 dia sau clng. Quan niém mot dirc Phat dén véi cac
nha Tiéu thira cONn rat mo hd, vi quan niém vi Bé-tat chi dugc van hoc Tiéu thira chdp nhan mot cach
rat cham tré, va rat co thé 1a bi anh hudng cua céac tu tudng Dai thira. Cac nha Tiéu thira can than tranh
Xa tat ca quan diém hinh nhi thuong hoc cua cic nha Dai thira vé cac vi Bo-tat va chu Phat. Tuy vay
cac nha Tiéu thira khong gitt duoc cing mot thai do ddi voi cac mau chuyén than thoai, thuan tin
ngudng cling tin vé cac doi sdng cuachu vi Bo-tat. Cac nha Tiéu thira, trung thanh véi triét thuyét cua
minh, chi chip nhan vao trong vin hoc cac vi ndy, mot doi sdng dirc Phat, bit dau biang mot miu
chuyén ngin ctua doi séng tién than cua vi Bd-tat, duoi nhan d& Durenidana va Avidurenidana (Vién
nhan duyén va cuc Vién nhan Duyén), hay Nidana nay chi 1a tém lugc cac mau chuyén rat phd thong
trong hang ai thira. VA ¢ nhitng bang ching vay muon mo phong, du rat tho so.

Ngoai nhitng danh tir nhu Buddhabija (Phat ching tir) va Abhinirhana (Thanh tyu, vién man),
c6 doan Ba-la-mdn Sumedha (Thién tué) néi rang "toi khong can dén Niét ban do diét trir cac phién
ndo. Nhu dirc Phat Dipankara (Nhién Ding), t6i s& ching vo thuong chanh dang giac, va nhd Phap
thuyén 1am phuong tién, t6i sé hudng din chiing sanh vugt khoi bién sanh tir va chimg Niét ban". Cau
nay co vé rat Pai thira hay it nhit ciing 12 ban Pai thira. Nhung cac nha Tiéu thira khong nhiing bac bo
nhitng phiém luan siéu hinh ma ciing bac bo ludn nhing danh sach quen thudc cac hanh Ba-la-mat cta
Dai thira. Tap Jataka (Tién than) va tip Mahabodhivamsa (Trang 25 va 9) tuyén b cac phap tac thanh
Phat (Buddhakaraka) chi c6 10 Ba-la-mat; dana (thi), sila (giai), nekkhamma (ly duc), panna (tug),
viriya (tinh tan), khanti (nhan nhuc), sacca (chin dé), adhitthana (tho tri), metta (tir) va upekkha (xa).

V& nhimg than thong dic biét ciia mot duc Phat, cac nha Tiéu thira noi dén rét it. Cac tip
Nikaya c6 chép cac dirc Phat (ké ca cac vi Bich chi) tu minh ching vo thugng giac, nhd theo nhimg
phap mon chua ting duoc nghe. Mot vi vo thuong giac dién giang chanh phép, tré thanh vi sang lap
mot ton gido, mot bac thién nhan su. Ngai 1a bac toan tri (Sabbannu) va tri giac caa Ngai vé bat cr van
dé gi khéng can Ngai phai chu tAm dén (avajjand). Ngai ¢6 du 10 luc va 4 Vesarajja (V0 so Gy). Trong
tap Kathavatthu (111, 1, 2) c6 mét cudc thao luan vé van dé ndy. Van dé mot Nhu lai c6 nhitng ning luc
tuong tu nhu vi Thanh van hay khong, mot diém duoc hoc phai Andhaka dat thanh van dé, dua theo
doan vin cta tdp Anuruddha samyutta (V. tr. 304). Trong nhiing than thong cta dtc Phat da duoc dé
cap dén, that khong c6 gi rat dic biét, trir mot vai than thong da ndi dén, va clu hoi cua hoc phai
Andhaka d4 1am cho cac nha Thuong toa bo khé chiu. Trong van hoc ciia cac nha Tiéu thira, cac vi ndy
¢ ging chimg minh duc Phat 14 mot nhan vat hy hitu, siéu viét cac loai ngudi va chu thién, nhung cac
vi nady ciling néu rd khéng co su khac biét gi gitra mot vi A-la-han va mot dirc Phat, ngoai trir dtrc tanh
dac Phat 1a vi sang lap va mot bac dao su cua mot ton giao (Xem chuong II va ban dich Digha Nikaya,
I, 1-3, 11, 6).
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PHU LUC
Vin dé cac tap Prajnaparamita (Bat nha Ba-la-mat)

Chung ta da théiy 0 tAm quan trong Cua cac tap Bat nhd Ba-la-mat trong lich sir van hoc Phat
gido, va nhit 1a trong lich str ngudn gdc va su phat trién cta Dai thira gido. Tir mot s6 kha 16n cac tap
Bét nh4 Ba-la-mat bang tiéng Sanskrit, Han tu va Ty tang ngit (danh sach cac tap nay duoc ghi trong
cac tap Catalogue of the Chinese Buddhist Tripitaka ctia Nanjio va tdp Die Voelkommenheit der
Erkenntuis cia Walleser), cho chiing ta thay rd trong mét giai doan nao d6 ciia Phat gido, cac tic pham
Bét nhi Ba-la-mat duoc xem 1a thiéng liéng va c6 gia tri nhat trong cac tic pham Phat gido. Ngai
Nagarjuna (Long tho) xac nhan tim quan trong ndy bang cich soan mét luan sé cho mot tip Bét nhd
Ba-la-mat va Ngai Asanga (V6 trudc) cing mot sé luin su khac dd dé rat nhiéu thi gio va cong lao dé
tim hiéu triét 1y cac tap nay.

Tap Bat nh3 Ba-la-mat xua nhit

Nim thang cac ban Han dich cac tap Bat nhd Ba-la-mat giup ching ta rat it &é xac chimg tip
nao 1a xwa nhat. Cho dén 1y thuyét do mét sb hoc gia chu xudng rang tap ndo slc tich gian di nhat 1a
xua nhét, 1y thuyét ndy ciing khéng gitp dugc bao nhiéu trong loai vin hoc dic biét ndy. Chung ta
dugc biét ban dich xua nhat 13 ban Dasasahasrika Prajadparamita (Bat nha tap thién tung) do Ngai
Lokaraksa (Thé ho) dich vao khoang 148 sau ky nguyén. Diéu ky la 1a ban dich dic biét tip Bat nha
Ba-la-mat nay khéng dugc cac nha hoc gia Sanskrit biét dén. Tap Mahavyutpatti (tr.65) chi néi dén 6
tap Bat nhd (Satasahasrika, Pancavimsatisa, Astasd, Phancasatika, Trisatika va Satasahasrika) ma
khong néi dén tap ndy; ngoai ra Bendall, R.L, Mitra, va H.P. Séstri phan loai nhiéu ban thao vé Bat
nha Ba-la-mat nhung khong gap mot ban thao nao cua tap Dasasahasrika; ngoai nhitng su kién trén,
ching ta ciing can dé y rang Santideva hay tac gia tip Lankavatara c6 nhiéu dip dé cap dén tap Sata va
tap Asta nhung khong bao gio dé cap dén tap Dasa. Cach giai thich doc nhit vé sy im lang ctia cac hoc
gia Sanskrit, hodc 1a tip Bat nhd Ba-la-mat ndy khong xuat xir & An D6 hay tap nay chi 1a mot ban
dich cua tap Asta. Nhung mot van dé lai duoc dit ra 12 vi sao trong cac ban Han van lai c6 nhiéu ban
Han dich dich tap Asta. Mot sy nghién ctru ty mi cac ban Han dich c6 thé dem lai nhiéu két qua rd
rang, nhung dau dé cac chuong trong cac ban Han dich khong gitip ching ta dugc bao nhiéu vi do c4c
nha dich gia Trung Hoa tu tao ra chir khong dich theo nguyén ban Sanskrit.

Néu chung ta chi y cua theo truyén thdng TAy tang thoi chung ta s& xem tap Asta 13 tap xua
nhét, vi tap nay do Maitreya (Di lic), thuyét giang du tién. Thém vao y kién cua hai hoc gia Nanjio va
Walleser, xem hai tap Dasa va Asta [a mot, thi ching ta c6 thé xem tip asta 13 xua nhit. Tuy viy,
truyén thuyét Népal xem tip Asta 12 ban tom tit cham nhit cia nguy@n ban Prajnaparamita, tip ndy c6
dén 125.000 bai ké, cac ban tom tit xua nht 1 tap Sata, réi dén Pancavimsati va tap Asta. Ching ta c6
thé dén gan sy that hon néu ching ta biét duoc nguyén ban ma Ngai Long tho d4 1am ban luan s& ndi
danh Mahaprajnaparamitasastra. Rosenberg xem nguyén ban 4y 1a tap Pancavimsati nhung khong noi
rd ly do xuat x&r. O Nhat Ban nguoi ta xem tap nguy@n ban 4y 1 tap Prajnaparamita cé tén 1a Dai Minh
Do kinh, va theo Nanjlo, tap ndy la mot ban dich cua tap Asta. Tap Pai Minh D6 kinh c6 dén 30
chuong nhu mét vai ban dich cia tip Asta va Dasa va rat co thé 1 ban dich cua tap Asta. Tuy vy khi
dem so sanh thi ban dich khong theo diing nguyén ban Sanskrit hién tai. Hon nita s6 chuong & nguyén
ban Sanskrit 12 32, con sé chwong trong ban Han dich 1a 30, va néu ban 4y 1a ban dich cua tap Asta,
thoi c6 thé ban dich 4y 12 mot ban dich khéc biét cua ddng nguyén ban Sanskrit.
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Cé4c bang chirng vé ndi dung:
I- Quan diém Ba thin

Ciing c6 mot sb bang ching vé ndi dung ching minh tip Asta sém hon va xua hon tap Sata va
tap Pancavimsati, nhitng bing ching ndy phan 16n thuéc vé quan niém Sambhogakaya (B&o than) va
10 Bhami (thap dia). Nhu chuong III da ndi t6i, cac nha Yogacara chiu trach nhiém vé quan niém ba
than va Ngai Long tho trong tip Mahaprajnaparamitasastra chi néi dén hai than, Sac than va Phéap than,
khong noi dén Bao than. Sambhogakaya dugc dic biét noi dén trong tap Pancavimsati, tap nay duogc
soan lai, nhung su dién ta vé Bao than twong duong véi quan diém Phap than cua cac nha Dai thira dau
tién va Tu tho dung bao than cua cac nhd Duy thic vé sau. Nay van dé duoc dit ra 13 quan diém
Sambhogakaya khi nao dugc phd théng? Quan diém dau tién va rd rét nhit dugc tim thiy trong tap
Lankavatara(Nhap lang gia), nhung danh tir dung khong phai 1a Sambhogakaya ma chinh la Nisyanda
(Pang luu) hay Dharmatanisyanda-Buddha (Phép tanh dang luu Phat). Tap Lankavatara khong duoc
xem |4 tip xwa nhat va chic chin ra sau tdp Satasahasrika va tip nay duoc tip Lankavatara noi dén
dich danh tir (tr.8). Trong tip Sata, danh tir Nisyandakaya hay Sambhogakaya khong dugc dung dén,
nhung c6 doan dién td& Sambhokaya cua dic Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni va Bao than nay duoc goi la
Prakrtyatmabhava hay Asecanakakaya (Vo yém tuc than).

Poan vian dién ta Asecanakakiya duoc dung nhu doan mé dau (nidana=Nhon duyén) cho doan
vin ban vé Bat nhd Ba-la-mat. Tap Pancavimsati theo st tip Sata gan nhu timg chit mot trong doan
vin ndy va nhu vay khong can phai ban dén. Tap Gadavytha (Hoa nghiém) hon ca tp Prajnaparamita
khi dién dat Buddhakaya (Phat than) va hinh nhu tri tuong tuong khong thé vuot hon nhimg hinh dnh
ma tac gia tip Hoa nghiém d4 dién ta. Doan van dién ta Asecanakakaya ciing duoc tim thiy trong tap
Phép Hoa, nhung dé dit va it tudng tuong hon. Diéu ky la 12 doan vin dién ta thdn hao quang cua dic
Phat chiéu khip muoi phuong thé gii va 1am moi chung sanh hoan hy, khong duoc tap Asta néi dén.
Tap nay dé cap ngay vin dé Bat nhd Ba-la-mat, va dé tai nay duoc tdp Sata néi dén trong chuwong hai
va chuong bén (Sata trang 504, 324, Asta trang.7 va 4). Sy im ling cta tip Asta vé than hao quang cua
dc Phat ching to tap nay xua hon tdp Sata, Pancavimsati va Gandavyuha, va dugc bién soan trong
thoi gian khi quan niém vé Sambhogakaya hay Asecanakakaya chua duoc dé cap.

I1- Quan diém vé Dasabhumi

M6t bang ching nita xac nhdn tanh cach ky cuu cua tip Asta 12 quan diém cua tap ndy vé 10
dia. V& su dién tién ctia quan diém Bhumi, ching ta d4 thiy tdp Mahavastu dugc xem 1a xua nhat, rdi
dén tap Sata va pancavimsati, cubi cing la tap Dasabhumikasutra va cac tap khac. Tap Asta khong dé
cap dén cac Bhumi chdt ndo ca. Bing chung tiéu cuc ndy co thé bi phan ddi, nhung néu so sanh tip
Asta véi tap Sata, thoi dau 14 nhimg bang ching tiéu cuc, nhitng bang chimg ndy ciing du sirc manh dé
xé&c chung quan diém ctia chung t6i. Poan vin dién ta cac Bhumi thudc chuong muoi tip Sata, va duoc
gi6i thiéu véi doan vin nhu sau: Katham Bodhisattvo mahayana-samprasthito bhavati (Nhu thé nao vi
Bo-tat duoc xem 1a budce vao con duong Dai thura?) (Sata, tr. 1454; Asta, tr. 23). Boan nay dugc mo
dau bang mot doan giai dap kha ty my vé ciu hoi: "Thé nao 12 Pai thira?", giup tap Sata co hoi dé cap
dén tat ca cac hanh Dai thira ma mot vi Bo-tat can phai thuc hién. Chuong ké tiép chuong cac Dia, ban
dén triét 1y siéu hinh Dai thira, thuyét Chon khong (Sunyatd) duge dem so sanh voi Akasa (Hu khong).
Tap Asta tra 10i cdu hoi thé ndo 1a Mahayana-samprasthita bang mot chir: "Paramitabhih
samprasthitah”. (Bat dau boi thuc hanh hanh Ba-la-mat). Trudc ciu ndy 12 mot cau tra 101 van tit cAu
hoi: "Thé nao 1a Pai thira?", tiép theo 1a mot vai nhan xét vé hinh thai siéu hinh cua Pai thira, nhung
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tuyét nhién khéng dé cap dén cac Bhumi. Co ngudi s& giai thich, chi vi mudn van tit ma tip Asta
khong dé cip dén nhiéu vin dé va cac Bhumi 1a mot trong nhitng van dé dy. Mot cau chit van nhu vay
chi co thé tra 161 bang mot bang chimg tiéu cuc khac ma théi. Tap Bat nhd Ba-la-mat thuong ké tat ca
cac hanh tu va ké cac ting bac thanh qua ctia mot vi Thanh vin, Bich chi hay mot vi Bo-tat va néu rd
rang cac hanh va ting bac iy khong that c6 hay cac vi Bo-tat thoat ly khoi chiing va ching chi 13 mong
a0 duoc xem 12 chan that boi quan chiing mé muoi. Khong mot tap Bat nhd Ba-la-mat nao néi dén cac
Bhumi (dia), dU c4c tap ndy c6 d& cap dén cac ting bac thanh qua Tiéu thira trong cac doan vin ay. Sy
kién ndy lamviing manh thém y Kién cua ching toi xem quan diém Bhumi khong duoc cac nha Tién
Dai thira biét dén, va chi duoc tao ra va soan tip vao c4c tip Bat nhd Ba-la-mat 1on hon vé sau, va
khong da dong gl cac doan vin ghi chép vé cac Thanh van Dia (Sata, tr. 14).

V6i nhitng bang chimg vé ndi dung nhu vay, ching ta c6 thé xac nhan chic chin 1 tip Asta
som hon cac tap Sata. Pancavimsati, cling nhu cac tdp Lankavatara, Saddharma-pundarika,
Gandavyuha va Dasabhumikasitra. V&i nhitng bang chimg vé Sambhogakaya va Bhumi, ching ta c6
thé phan loai thir tir truéc sau nhu thé nay:

1) Asata va Dasa.,

2) Saddharmapundarika, Sata., va Pancavimsati (tap hi¢u dinh),
3) Gandavyuha va Lankavatara., va

4) Dasabhumikasutra.

Ban Han dich sém nhat cta tap Dasabhumikasutra do Ngai Dharmaraksa (Phap ho) dich vao thé
ky tha 11T va chimg t6 tap SUtra ndy c6 mat vao thé ky thir II. Hai thé ky co thé duge xem 1 can thiét
dé quan diém Bdo than va cac Dia duoc phat trién va tap Prajnaparamita dugc suwu tip ddi dao hon. Do
vay, ching ta c6 thé chip nhan tdp Asta va Dasa dugc c6 mit vao khoang cudi thé ky thir nhét sau ky
nguyeén.

Sw lién hé gitra cac tap Prajnaparamita

Nguoi ta thudng tin ring - VA ciing ¢ mot truyén thong tuwong ty - c6 mot ¢b ging tuan tur 1am
cho ngén lai tap Prajuapaiamita nguyén thuy va do d6 cac tap luan nhu sau duoc ra doi: Satasahasnka,
Pancavimsatisa, Astadasasa, Dasasa, Astasa, Saptasatika, Ardhas Atika, va cudi cling 1a tap Ekaksare.
Thuce sy cac tap Bat nhd Ba-la-mat ndy, trir ba hay bdn tip dau khong phai 1a nhimg tip tom tit cac tip
|6n hon, ma chi 1a nhimg tap ddc 1ap soan thao va bién tap boi nhiéu tac gia sai khac trong nhitng thoi
gian sai khac. Noi dung ctia moi tac pham di nhién 1a giéng nhau, nghia 12 su thiét 1ap triét thuyét méi
vé Chon khong (Suhyata) va xac chimg voi sy thuc hanh hanh Bat nhd Ba-la-mat ma théi. C6 nhiéu
van dé phu thudc duoc cac tap Bat nhd Ba-la-mat 16n v6 tim dé cap dén va trao lai cho cac tip Bat nha
nho hon, nhu 18 loai Stnyata, 118 Samadhi (BPinh), cac loai Caksu (Nhan) sai khac, cac loai Bodhi
paksikadharma (cac phap Bo dé phan). Theo y toi, cac tip Bat nhd Ba-la-mat 16n khong phai chi 1a
nhitng tdp nhé duoc ban luan rong 16n hon; va khong gi qua dang hon néu xem tip Vajracchedika
(Kim cang kinh) chi 1a ban tom tét tap Sata., hay tap Ekaksari dé cap tit ca nhimg gi tip Bat nha Ba-la-
mat da dé cap dén. Tréi voi truyén thdng cho rang c4c tap Bat nhd Ba-la-mat nho 1a nhitng tap tom tit
cac tap 16n, mot sd hoc gia BDOng phuong hoc lai 6 quan diém trai nguoc. Tién si Tucci 1a mot vi chi
truong quan diém ndy. Trong bai gioi thiéu tdp Saptasatikd, 6ng noi: "Trir vai ngoai 1& hiém hoi, cac
tap 16n chi ban luan rong 16n hon va nhan manh thém nhitng quan diém cin ban, ¢t tiy cua tap
Prajnaparamitd. Cac quan diém cin ban ay dugc tim thiy mot cach vin tit va khong co lap di lap lai
qua dang trong cac tap Bat nha ngan hon. Tap Saptasatika dé cap ngay dén van dé cin ban, khong lip
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di lap lai, giai thich dé tai chinh trong mot cudc ddi thoai ma céc tham duy vién 13 dic Phat, Ngai Vin
Thu va Saradvatiputra™.

Gi4o su Tucci quén di sy kién 14 tp Saptasatika chi dé cap so qua mot sé van dé rong 16n, duoc
c4c tap Bat nha Ba-la-mat khac ban dén, va khong duoc xem 1a chi tom tit mot tip Bat nhd Ba-la-mat
|6n khac. Néu theo ludn diéu cta gido su cho dén tot clng, ching ta c6 thé noéi mot cau rang, Sunyata
(Chan khong) la 1oi day cua cac tap Bat nhd Ba-la-mat va bao gom ndi dung cua tit ca nén vin hoc
nay. Quan diém duoc gido su Tucci chap nhan that sy 1a két qua cia mot sy phé binh vin hoc Ba-la-
moén. Trong mot vai truong hop, cic tic pham Ba-la-moén ban dau rat ngan va gian di, sau theo thoi
gian tré thanh dd so Vi nhitng trich dan va giai thich triét hoc. Van hoc Phat gido dimg trén mot chin
dung khac han, va nhimg gi ¢6 thé diing v6i van hoc Ba-la-mén chua chic d4 ding han véi Phat gido.
Trong trudng hop Phét gido, chiing ta nhan thiy ngon ngit cia nhitng tic pham cyu trdo tuy gian di
hon, nhung vin ca da ngdn hon va rat nhiéu doan lip di lip lai. CON c4c tdc pham vé sau thi it da ngdn
hon va it doan trang diép hon. Lai nita cac tip Bat nhd Ba-la-mat dau tién s¢ di 16n va day 1a vi nhimg
doan triung diép, hon 1a nhitng doan chu thich va bién luan triét hoc. Do vay, su lién hé giita cac tap
Bét nha Ba-la-mat 16n va nho, can phai xac dinh v6i mot sy tim hiéu doc 1ap hon 1a theo mot quy tic
chung. Va su x4c dinh nay chi c6 thé thuc hién khi ndo ching ta c6 nhimng tip Bat nha Ba-la-mat dong
thanh tap sach tién nghi str dung.

Do vay hién tai, ching ta chi c6 thé so sanh tip Asta., 12 (trong 72) chuwong cta Sata., va ban
nhuan dinh cta tdp Pancavimsati (tdp nay dang in). Su lién hé giita tip Asta va tp Sata, kho c6 thé
xem |3 tap tom tat hay chu thich rong hon nhu c6 thé néi giita tdp Sata va Pancavimsati. Tap Asta
khong dé cap mot chit ndo vé than hao quang chdi sang Buddhakaya (Phat than) va nhitng van dé khac
cua doan vin Nidana (Duyén khai). Tap ndy bat dau ngay van dé Ngai Subhuti (Tu bd dé) co ximg
dang ding ra giang day gido 1y Dai thira khong va van dé nay dugc dé cap trong chuong II cua tap
Sata (Asta. Tr. 4 - Sata, chuong II). Trong chuong I, tip Asta, ban luan van dé khi ndo mot vi Bo-tat
dugc xem 1a mahasannahasannaddhah (khéo mic 4o giap tuc), van dé nay duogc tap Sata dé cap trong
chuong VI Roi cau hoi "Thé ndo 1a Pai thira?" duoc tip Asta tra 161 ngay trong chuong dau thi tap
Sata dén chuong XI méi dé cap toi. Nhimg doan vin tuong déng, nhiéu khi hoan toan giéng nhau, nhu
cac doan d& dé cap, co thé trich din rat nhiéu dé chting minh tip Asta va tap Sata dé cap dén nhiing
van dé giong nhau, nhung van dé sap dat va nhan manh trén mot vai van dé thoi hoan toan khéc nhau.
Ngoai ra, tip Sata c6 thém vao nhitng van d& méi nhu Bhumi (Pia) va giai thich cac van dé Sunyata
(Chon khong), Samadhi v.v... nhitng vin dé ndy chi duoc tap Asta ké tén va dé cip so qua, nhu viy
ching ta c6 thé noi tap Sata dung tap Asta chir khong phai trai nguoc lai. Lai nita, mot sb tip Bat nha
Ba-la-mat 1a nhitng ban tom tét tir tdp Sata. TAp Pancavimsati rd rang 1a tom tit tir tap Asta, bo quén
nhiing doan k& danh va nhiing doan 1ap lai cach dung nhitng chitr nhu Yavad, peyyalam hay ghi chép
déy dua cac danh tir tich cuc va lugce bo cac danh tir tiéu cuc. Tom lai, tap Pancavimsati cd géng gin gitr
nguyén ban mot cach hét sitc dung mirc. Rat gan day, mot manh ban thao cua mot tip Bat nhd Ba-la-
mat (18 t&) dugc tim thiy & Trung A va duoc ding ¢ tap "Memoirs of the Archaeological Survey of
India" (s6 32). Ong Bidyabinod, cho in manh ban thao, tin ring ban thao nay thudc mot thoi dai trude
ky nguyén 580 nim vi viét bang chit Gupta dting. Ong ciing néu 1&n ndi dung va cach hanh vin cua
ban ndy rat gidng vdi tap Sata va ban thao ndy c6 thé xem 1a mot ban tém tit chuong VII-XI cia tap
Sata, dé cap dén cac van dé nhu Ba-la-mat, Chon khong, Thién dinh va cac Phap B dé phan, theo sat
nhitng doan vin twong duong trong tap Pancavimsati, va c6 nhiing sai khac nho nhu Dharmebhyah thé
cho dharmaih, hay bahya thé cho bahirddhah. Manh ban thao ndy c6 thé xem 1a ban sao cua nguyén
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ban tip Pancavimsati, nhung nhitng doan vin trong tap ndy rat 1a phd théng, va kho 1ong xem d6 chi 1a
van sao cua tap Pancavimsati, chir khong phai tap Astadasa hay tap nao khac. Tuy vay, manh ban thao
nay khong thé xem 1a ban sao cua tip Sata, vi ¢d nhiéu doan that sy 1a nhitng doan tom tit cua tap
Pancavimsati. O Tich Lan gan day ciing tim dugc mot sé bia ky ghi chép nhimg doan vin cia tap Bat
nha Ba-la-mat (Ceylon Journal of Science II) chiing twong dwong voi phan duyén khoi cta tap Sata va
tap Pancavimsati; cac diém tuong déng tuy nhiéu, nhung khong thé xem 12 hoan toan gidng nhau. Nhu
vay, hinh nhu s6 bia ky cling 1a nhitng doan léy tir mdt ban hiéu dinh hoac cua tdp Pancavimsati hay
Cua tap Astadasa.

Su so sanh cac tap Sata., Pancavimsati va Asta, xac ching quan diém cta ching toi khong chap
nhan suy ludn vé van dé tom tit hay tan rong cia cic tip Bat nhd Ba-la-mat. Su that, mdi tip Bat nha
Ba-la-mat phai dugc phé binh, dia trén ndi dung cua ting tap. Néu ching ta xem tap Saptasatika, duoc
xem 13 xua hon céc tp duoc tan rong ra, chiing ta s& thdy nhan vat chinh 12 Ngai Vin Thu Su Loi véi
Ngai X4& Loi Phat chtr khong phai 1a Ngai Tu B6 Dé v6i Ngai X4 Loi Phét, hai nhan vat phd thong
nhét cua cac tdp Dai thira xua nhat. C6 mét loai van hoc nhu loai Gandavyuha (Hoa nghiém), trong cac
loai ndy, Ngai Vin Thu Su Loi dong vai chinh. Nhu vy tip Bat nhd Ba-la-mat ndy c6 thé do mot sb
tin dd 4i ngudng Ngai Vin Thu Su Loi tao ra. Khi dé cap dén van dé Niralamba-bhagini, sy ¢6 dong
tich cuc mot ¥ tudng triru tuong, tip ndy cd thé xem 1a ra doi sau cac tap Bat nhd Ba-la-mat 1on hon.

Tanh chat ciia sy trung diép

Ching ta ¢ gang tim hiéu tanh chit cta sy trung diép duoc dung trong céc tap Bat nha Ba-la-
mat va Iy do cua chiing. Trong thdi budi rat chu trong tiét kiém thi gior va sire luc nay, nguoi ta d& chan
ngdy khi phai doc nhitng doan trung diép mét cach may moéc duoc tim thdy trong cc tip Bat nha Ba-
la-mat. Tac gia cac dé tai triét hoc thuong hay nhan manh nhimg tu tuong ¥ kién méi mé ma minh
muén giéi thiéu va duoc chip nhan. Khi ndo cic vi ndy thuc hién dugc nhu trén mot cach biét tai,
khong 1am cho doc gia chan nan, thoi khong ai phan d6i gi sy nhiét thanh ndy. Chung ta dé ¥ dén su
trung diép ndy trong cac tac pham triét hoc Tay phuong va Bong phuong, ciing nhu trong cac tic phdm
ctia cac Ngai Long Tho va Vo Trude. Dé thuc hién myc tiéu ciia minh, mot tic pham triét hoc méi tu
nhién phai mang ganh niang kho khin va khéng méy tha vi 1a got sach trong tim tudng nguoi doc,
nhitng tu trong thu cyu nhidu khi d4 dugce an siu bam ré, dé gieo vao nhimg tu tuéng méi mé canh
tan. Lai nita, dé ghi ddm thém anh hudng, tic pham mdi ndy phai dé cap van dé nhiéu lan, dudi nhiing
hinh thirc khac nhau dé hudng din nguoi doc dén quan diém méi mot cach ty nhién. Vin hoc t6i so
dao Phat, dic biét 1a Van hoc Bat nhd Ba-la-mat thiéu han nghé thuat lap di lap lai, va do vay doc rat
dé chan nan. So sanh vdi cac tac pham triét hoc duoc sang tac trude hay dong thoi voi cac tip Bat nha
Ba-la-mat, nhimng tap ndy thiéu han su chinh xic vé tu tudong dién dat va vé& hanh van, nhitng khuyét
diém dugc bo ctru bang cach lap di lap lai. Vi du, khi noi dén moi vat 1a Stinya (khong thuc c6), ngudi
doc co thé nghi ngd khong hiéu mot dire Nhu Lai hay cac vo vi phap nhu Hu khong hay Niét ban ¢ bj
chi phéi hay khdng. Cho nén cac tap Bat nha Ba-la-mat dic biét nhan manh 13 phap nao, du 1a Nhu lai,
Niét ban hay Hu khong, cho dén cac Sunyatd (khong) ciing déu Sunya nhu Nhan (Caksu) hay Nhan
thire (Caksuvijnana). Mot doc gia hién dai co thé than phién vé khuyét diém nay khi phai doc trong
mot thoi gian ngin ca mot loai vin hoc khong 16 nhu vAy; nhung cac tac gia cac tip Bat nha Ba-la-mat
c6 du thoi gio va nhan nai dé doc va viét nhitng tac pham nhu vay.

Céc tap Bat nhd Ba-la-mat, nhu cac tap triét hoc khac, phai dao thai nhiéu tu tuéng cii d3 4n sau
bam ré. Céc tap nay dic biét nham vao cac nha Tiéu thira dd c6 mit tir trude. Nhu ching ta da biét, cac
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vi ndy da nguy tri trén nén van hoc Phat gido trong mot thoi gian kha dai, va d4 xay dung mot gia ti
van hoc kha phong phu vé nhitng gido 1y ctia minh, sy phan loai cac phap va cac phan tich tam Iy v.v...
CAc tap Bat nha Ba-la-mat lya nhimg gido 1y va giéo luat phd théng nhét, va ¢ ging néu rd dudi quan
diém méi cia minh ma cac tap Bat nha Ba-la-mat c6 trach nhiém phd bién, thdi nhimg gido 1y va gido
luat 4y phai duoc xem nhu 12 danh xung, khong c6 thyc tai. Vi du: Mot vi Bd-tat trong khi thuc hanh
hanh Bat nha Ba-la-mat khong tir xem 13 chip trudc hay khong chip trude mot phap ndo, du thude vé
5 Uan, 6 Cin, 6 Xt, 6 Thuc, 4 Dai dia, 12 phap cua Iy Duyén khoi, 6 Ba-la-mat, 18 Khong, 37 Phap
trg dao, cac vo luong phap, Thién dinh, cdc Samapatti (Pang chi, thanh tuu phap), cac aveni =
kadharmas (B4t cong phap), cac bala (Luc), vaisaradyas (V6 sé 1y), phala (Qua), Tathata (Nhu tanh),
atman (Ngd), Sukha (Lac) v.v... Cac vi ndy lap di lip lai danh sach ndy dé nhan manh raing mdi mot
phap nay khong phai 12 Bb-tat hay khong khac 1a Bo-tat. Tom lai, cac tap Bat nhd Ba-la-mat, dé thanh
lap Sunyata, dd ching minh ring moi phap & trén doi ndy khdng phéap nao cé thuc tai ca. Cac phap ma
ching ta y thire duoc chi 1a mong huyén, vatat ca 84.000 phap van dugc xem 1a do dirc Phat thuyét day
déu chi 1a thién x4o phuong tién, do Ngai dung dé giup d& cac ching sanh ngu mudi va mé mo. Do do,
mot vi Bo-tat trong khi thuc hanh phéap Ba-la-mat phai xem chiing nhur 1a bao anh, khong c6 thuc chat.

Tac dung cua Bat nhéd Ba-la-mat

Téc dung cua Bat nhd Ba-la-mat 12 khién chu vi Bo-tat luén ludn nhé rang cac phap Paramita
(Ba-la-mat), Samadhi (Thién dinh), Samapattis, Phala (Qua) hay Bodhipaksikadharma (Tro bo dé
phap) ma vi ay dang thyc hanh déu chi 1a phuong tién do dirc Phat bay ra gilp ching sanh thuc hién Iy
tuong. Khac véi cac phap Ba-la-mat khac, Bat nhd Ba-la-mat khong dugc dem ra thuc hanh that su,
chi 1a mot trang thai tam tri, ching dugc nho thuc hién 6 phap Ba-la-mat va cac phap tu hanh Phat giao
khéc. Mot vi Bo-tat co thé thuc hanh hanh b thi Ba-la-mat mot cach hoan hao, nhung vi iy c6 thé
chap hanh B4 thi Ba-la-mat c6 thuc tanh (Svabhava), va nhu vay co thé bj chip thu (grahya). Vi dy co
thé chdp ngudi cho, ngudi duoc cho va vat dem cho. Chinh vi dé chdng lai nhitng quan diém sai lac
nay ma Bat nha Ba-la-mat duoc dé cap va vi Bo-tat ¢6 ging tao ra mot trang thai tAm tri trong iy bd thi
Ba-la-mat hién ra khong c6 tuéng (alaksana), khong c6 doi sdng doc 1ap, va ciing diét trir ludn tir tAm
tri cua minh nhitng quan niémvé nguoi cho, nguoi dugc cho va cia dem cho. Tom lai, tac dung cia
Bét nha Ba-la-mat 1a 1am cho vi Bo-tat tin rang bo thi Ba-la-mat hay bat ctr phap nao déu khong c6
hinh tudng, khong cé can nguyén, va khong sai khac véi Sunyata, Bat nhd Ba-la-mat dung nhu mot vé
ST cho vi Bo-tat, da vuot trén c4c hang ngudi tam thuong, d4 ching nhiéu dic tanh tt dep, nhung co
thé van con chap thu mot vai quan diém c6 thé 13 cao thuong, trong sach, nhung van trd thanh mot ddi
tuong chap thu can phai trir diét. Vi Iy do ndy ma Bat nha Ba-la-mat duoc tan than hon cac phap Ba-la-
mat hay cac dirc tanh khac va duoc xem nhu 13 1anh dao (ndyikha, phurvan gama) cho tat ca phap Ba-
la-mat. Tap Astasahasrika (Bat thién tung tr. 80-81) so sanh Bat nhd Ba-la-mat nhu qua dit, trén Ay
moi phap Ba-la-mat khac y ctr, truong thanh va tao duoc qua Sarvajnatd (Nhat thé tri), va do d6, Bat
nha Ba-la-mat tac thanh cac bac Nhat thé tri, cac dirc Nhu Lai.
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